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A You will hear five short conversations twice. For each question,
choose the best from the choices marked A, B or C.

1.

How’s the weather today?

A. Cold. B. Mild. C. Snowy.

. What’s the weather like in the man’s country?

A. Colder. B. Just as cold. C. Warmer.

. What’s the weather like this day?

How’s the weather today in Tokyo?
A. Windy. B. Cold. C. Sunny.

What's the weather forecast for tomorrow morning?

A. B. C [

B You will hear a passage. It will be read twice. Listen carefully and
choose the right answer to complete each sentence.

1. There will be snow with strong winds in

A. the east B. London C. the north of Scotland

2. It will be cold in the morning and then it will get warmer in

A. the east B. the west C. the north of Scotland
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3. The day will start fine both in the South and in the East. In which part will

get rainy and cooler?

A. In the south. B. In the east. C. Neither.
4. In Wales, it will be in the morning.
A. rainy B. sunny C. foggy

5. In London, the weather will be
A. fine and warm B. windy C. rainy

C You will hear five sentences which will be read three times. Listen,
repeat and write down what you hear.

1.

2.

3.

4,

5.

D Listen to the dialogue twice and supply the missing words.

Woman: Where do you come from?
Man: | come from England.
Woman: What'’s the like in your country?

Man: It’s generally rather

Woman: the weather like in spring?
Man: It’s often in March, and always in April
and May, but sometimes.

Woman: What’s it like in summer?
Man: It’s in June, July and August.
Woman: s it cold or warm in autumn?
Man: It’s always warm in and it’s often in

November. It rains sometimes.
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Woman: s it very cold in winter?

Man: It's often cold in December, . It snows sometimes.

2 ReADING

Using Weather Information

ENGLISH FOR HIGHER VOCATIONAL EDUCATION

We all use weather information of one
1 kind or another, mostly to make decisions. It
might be a simple decision to take a raincoat
4 when going to school or to delay the start
of a football match, or it might be a more
important one to divert an airliner to a fog-

free airport. Millions of decisions like these

are made every day, and to help decision
makers the weatherman can provide information about the past or the future. For
the past they have compiled a great mass of statistical and climatological data on
which they can draw to answer all sorts of inquiries; for the future they prepare
forecasts.

Below are just a few of the activities for which specialized weather services are
provided. Nowadays most aircraft fly high, well above the clouds and weather, but
their crews are still vitally interested in landing conditions at their destination, i.e.
the cloud base and visibility there. If bad weather is expected the forecaster must be
able to suggest another airport within the range of the aircraft where the weather
will be suitable for landing.

Ships, whether large or small, are often at the mercy of the winds and the waves.
The large ones can usually ride out the biggest storms, but smaller ones may have
to take avoiding action to prevent loss or damage. The weather services help by

warning the coming strong winds and by predicting their movement.
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Many long-range lorry operators plan their journeys on the basis of special

weather forecast; and things such as the degree of refrigeration required for

perishable goods during transportation can be determined from temperature

forecasts.

Trains can be held up by frozen points, the icing

of electric conductor rails and fog, so warnings are

provided by weatherman in time for precautionary

measures to be taken.

Farmers have always had a particular interest
in the weather because it affects their work and the
products of their work at all stages. They like just the
right amount of sunshine, all coming at the right
time. Perfect weather is not normally provided and

the farmer has to make the best of what he gets, so to

plan his operations he relies on the weatherman.

New Words and Expressions
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mostly /'moustli/ adv.

delay /dr'lev/ v.

n.
divert /dar'vait/ v.

airliner /eslama(r)/ n.

compile /kom'pail/ vt.

mass /maes/ n.

statistical /sto'tistikol/ ad).

W Iwl-4indd 5

for the greatest part, mainly A%84>, FEih;

generally, usually i, B

to act or move slowly; put off an action or a
decision T4, L&, R (1TaIE8URTE )

the act of delaying; postponement #E3E, EHA

to turn aside from a course or direction ( fif ) #/a]

an airplane operated by an airline for carrying
passengers Z4/1, HIHl

to gather into a single book %%, T4 —A+

a unified body of matter with no specific shape
A, &, #

a grouping of individual parts or elements that
compose a unified body &£&

relating to the science of using numbers to

present facts Ziitfy, S54iTHFH XM

R
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climatological

/klarmoto'lIpdzikal/ adj.
datum /'dertom/ n.

(pl. data /'derto/)
inquire /m'kwaro(r)/ V.

specialize /'spefolarz/ v.

aircraft /'eskra:ft/ n.

(pl. aircraft)
crew /kru:/ n.

vitally /'vartaly/ adv.
destination /destr'nerfon/ n.

visibility /wvizr'bilit/ n.

mercy /'ms:st/ n.

avoid /a'vord/ vt.
predict /pri'dikt/ v.

lorry /'lori/ n.

refrigeration
/rufridza're1fon/ N.

perishable /'perifobal/ adj.

determine /dr'ta:mm/ vt.

icing /asty/ n.
conductor /kan'dakta(r)/ n.

precautionary
/prr'ko:fonary/ adj.

measure /'mezo(r)/ N.

stage /sterdz/ n.

—p—

relating to the scientific study of climate 55 1&
FHKH

a fact used to draw a conclusion or make a
decision ##E, #HH

to seek information by asking a question ¥TH, [g]

to pursue a special activity, occupation, or field
of study T, EE—RKEN. RULHAR

any vehicle that can fly and carry goods or
passengers “¥#/l, ATE=E%

all the people who are working on a ship, plane, etc.
(288, WELEN) SETEAR (FEERE)

in an extremely important way 1R , 4834

the place where somebody or something is going
Sf: o)

how far or well you can see 8EJLE

a kind or forgiving attitude towards somebody
&, B8, 1TR

to choose not to do something # %, JEkk

to tell about, or make known in advance i W,
&

a motor truck £%, 1%

making food, etc. cold in order to keep it fresh
%

being likely to decay or go bad quickly & Z /&=

to discover the facts about something; calculate
something exactly &/; ME, #E

frost F&&%, 4K

a substance or medium that conducts heat, light,
sound, or especially an electric charge S&

done or used for protection against possible
harm or trouble FiR7HY

action; step &7

a point in the course of an action or series of

events M EZ

R
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rely /ri'lay/ v. to be dependent for support, help, or supply 4k,
S8

draw on to make use of asupply #AH, £, &

be suitable for be right for a particular purpose &F, &EAT

at the mercy of in a situation controlled by somebody or

something with the power to harm you £
DB ; X TR
ride out to overcome a difficult or dangerous period or

situation without any serious problem fEid3 %

hold up to delay or block the movement or progress of
somebody/something iR, FEFF

take measures to take actions to achieve or deal with something
XREUEE

rely on to depend on; trust fk&; E

make the best of to accept the bad or difficult situation and try to

deal with it as well as you can R AT A

1. a fog-free airport £ %43
fog-free B—1MEEHAE, Ht free kix “L---- 09", “®Bx---8"

0. anice-free harbur H#A X /
a nuclear-weapon-free zone iZE#FX
an interest-free loan TRk
tax-free &FLAY

2. For the past they have compiled a great mass of statistical and climatological
data on which they can draw to answer all sorts of inquiries.
RANEZILH T KEHERT T UVEFTH, ARDER XL XU 8699 F,
Hr1, drawon IRE=ZE “FIA”, “&", “BfE"
on which they can draw to answer all sorts of inquiries 24 data 8 ETEMN ],

R which EEBNEFENENEE, BARXNMETREMEE, MWHENE +
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which(whom) 5|HAEBMN G, XINMRXFHT—4].
Below are just a few of the activities for which specialized weather services are
provided. A T RE—EHBE A ZRIFFIR IR RS G Fo
Ma for which specialized weather services are provided 1k activities B E B, XZA:
Ocean currents affect the climates of the lands near which they flow. 77t % g F
gl gz 13 SRR (738
The girl to whom you spoke is my sister. BRIFIUETEAI AN T LR Bk ko
XA HAXAREEN OISR, XEAREFERE, MINBEEENDNEE,
AEHXMEZREM, Mm:
The girl you spoke to is my sister. BRIRIEIERI BN LRI

3. Ships, whether large or small, are often at the mercy of the winds and the waves.
AT K, BT L RRIER
at the mercy of {E------4E; X THEAS

e =N
e i)

a0, The day will certainly come when peasants will no longer be [\ /
at the mercy of the weather for good harvest. K R ANBERIZIR, X

—RBEERKRE,

4. The large ones can usually ride out the biggest storms, -+
KAGE W b2 R KRR, -
ride out JEIMEX; BFE
f512n. We hope to ride out this recession better than last time. /] [\ /

i BB IX — R BE A I 2 PR IR HH

5. Things such as the degree of refrigeration required for perishable goods during
transportation can be determined from temperature forecasts.
RN Hr B B A on By & 6904 38 B P AT VAARIE LR TR R A,

6. Trains can be held up by frozen points, the icing of electric conductor rails and fog, ...
BRAED . F U REARFA R KEFRR, o
points ZELAMEHE LR “ER”, AT XHERAEER.
electric conductor rail FEH, #EitH ( SERTTHNE , THNESANER )

—‘ Iwl-4.indd 8 $ 2008.10.7 3:02:15PM ’7



| T T T —— (I T

I. According to the text, are the following sentences Right or Wrong? If
there is not enough information to decide, choose “Doesn’t say”.
1. Weathermen’s job is to prepare information about the future and make a

broadcast.

A. Right. B. Wrong. C. Doesn’t say.

21bwWiD pub Jayioapn INO LINN

2. Crews on an aircraft have a particular interest in landing conditions at their
destination.
A. Right. B. Wrong. C. Doesn’t say.

3. Ships, whether large or small, can’t ride out the biggest storms on the ocean.
A. Right. B. Wrong. C. Doesn’t say.

4. Trains can be held up by unexpected events as well as bad weather.
A. Right. B. Wrong. C. Doesn’t say.

5. Weathermen usually instruct farmers how to plan their operations at all stages.

A. Right. B. Wrong. C. Doesn’t say.

Il. Choose the best ending from the box below to complete each of the
sentences.

A. to divert an airliner to a fog-free airport

B. to prevent loss or damage

C. on the basis of special weather forecast

D. to answer all sorts of inquiries

E. have to make the best of what they gets

F. land in another airport where the weather will be suitable
G. to make decisions

H. have to plan the operations
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1. The weathermen compile information about the past on which they can draw

2. If bad weather is expected, an aircraft may

3. Before the storm is coming, smaller ships may take precautionary measures

4. Many long-range operators plan their journey

5. Farmers can’t expect perfect weather and

Fill in the blanks with the words or expressions given below. Change
the form where necessary.

specialize mostly prevent...from divert delay
statistical rely on at the mercy of  mass datum
1. The audience consisted of women.
2. The letter was three days by the train accident.
3. Nothing would him speaking out against injustice.
4. The government is planning to the river to supply water to the
town.
5. The latest product is aimed at the market.
6. The difference between the two samples was not significant.
7. These show that most cancers are detected as a result of clinical
follow-up.
8. After she qualified as a lawyer, she decided to in contract law.
9. The museum voluntary donations (81&) to keep open.
10. I’'m not going to put myself the bank.
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IV. Match each word in Column A with a similar meaning in Column B.

A B

1. crew a. to ask someone for information

2. stage b. to be dependent for support, help, or supply

3. divert c. be likely to decay or go bad quickly

4. perishable d. all the people who are working on a ship, plane, etc.
5. enquire e. period or step in development

6. rely f. to postpone until a later time

7. prevent g. a fact used to draw a conclusion or make a decision
8. mercy h. to turn aside from a course or direction

9. datum I. a kind or forgiving attitude towards somebody
10. delay j. to keep from happening

V. Fill in the blanks with the proper form of the words given in the

brackets.
1. He delayed (tell) her news, waiting for the right moment.
2. Traffic was ordered (divert) to another road because of the repair

of the main road.

3. We are (compile) an English dictionary for students.

4. Don’t give me any more. I've eaten (mass)

5. According to official (statistic) the disease killed over 500 people.
6. His (special) is biology, mine is physiology.

7. He was taken to hospital for a (precaution) examination.

8. We are looking for someone who is (rely) and hardworking.

9. Education is (vital) important for the country’s future.
10. The advertisements were to increase the company’s (visible) in the

marketplace.
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VI. Translate the following sentences into Chinese.
1. Weather and climate have a profound influence on life on the earth. The

weather is the fluctuating state of the atmosphere around us. The climate is
the “average weather”.

2. The ocean acts as a heat sink to delay climate change.

3. The atmosphere, land observations and data from below the surface of the
oceans have all shown the warming trend on the earth.

4. Human activities, through the generation and release of greenhouse gases,
have been a significant contributory factor in the global temperature rise.

5. Understanding what aspects of the weather and climate will change most

rapidly is important.

VII. Cloze.

To control weather over large areas of the world would seem, at this time, to be
impossible.

However, man has been highly successful in 1 attempts (Zix)

to modify (i) the weather on a very small scale (#{1%). He has developed
microclimates inside and outside homes and offices.
Micro 2 small, and microclimate refers to the climate conditions over
a small area. There are many things 3 might 4 the climate in a
small area to be different from the general climate of the region (#[X) in which it
5

For example, within cities there might be smaller areas where the climate is

different. The microclimate in the yard (Bt¥) of one house may be 6
different from the one in the yard across the street. It is 7 of trees and their
position in a yard that 8 the microclimate. One could 9 name

many other things that would change the microclimate of a yard.
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Heaters and air-conditioners now in houses and automobiles are good examples

of the methods man uses to control microclimates. A completely air-conditioned

house is one 10 the microclimate can be controlled to bring man comfort.

1. A.its B. his C. their

2. A.refers B. calls C. means

3. A. that B. whose C. where

4. A. make B. let C. cause

5. A.is located B. locates C. is there
6. A. quiet B. quite C. much

7. A. the amount B. the number C. numbers
8. A. afford B. effect C. affect

9. A. possible B. likely C. probably
10. A.in where B. in that C. in which

VIIl. Reading comprehension.
What is the name of the science that deals with the study of weather? It’s

meteorology (5% ). Therefore, a person whose job is to think and talk about what is

going on high in the air is a meteorologist. We usually call him a weatherman.
Meteorologists study the movement of air over our country and around the

world. They can’t be expected always to know what goes on outside your window.

Your local area may have special reasons for being hotter, colder, wetter or drier

3
i &t ®it
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than the daily weather forecast promises.

Meteorologists tell us that almost
anyone who observes the weather
carefully can at times make accurate

forecasts. They admit (7&1A) also that

many old folk sayings have truth in them,

a great deal of actual truth.

Take, for example, this rhyme (R 1%) that you may have heard:
Rainbow at night,
Traveler’s delight;
Rainbow in the morning,
Travelers take warning.

Why is there truth in this rhyme?

In the Temperate Zone (&), the winds usually blow from west to east. So rain
clouds are blown from west to east. What causes a rainbow in the east when the sun
is setting in the west? The sunlight is reflected by moisture in the air.

The rainbow shows that the rain clouds have moved away from you—to the east.
They should continue to move in that direction. If rain has been falling, it is all over
for that day. On the other hand, as the sun rises in the east it can cause a rainbow
only by lighting up water droplets (/\’K}&) in the western sky. This means that the
rain clouds are probably moving in your direction. You can expect that rain will soon
come.

Long ago, sailors and farmers knew nothing about refraction (#74%). But they
used their eyes and felt things in their bones (RE ). If you, too, lift up your eyes to
look at what’s happening overhead, you may be able to add a few observations of
your own. You aren't likely to become a famous weather prophet (fi5%). But you

will grow in awareness of the world around you.
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Choose the best answer.
1. From the text, we know that meteorologists make weather forecast by
A. studying the world map
B. collecting a lot of folk sayings
C. studying rainbows
D. studying air movements
2. We can infer from the text that many old folk sayings about weather are
remarkably accurate because they are based on
A. careful and accurate observations
B. scientific data
C. the wisdom of some prophets
D. historic facts
3. The rhyme is mentioned in the text to
A. explain how rainbows are formed
B. explain what refraction is
C. explain what rainbows are
D. show that some old folk sayings about weather contain some truth
4. According to the text, in the Temperate Zone, winds usually move from
A. east to west
B. west to east
C. south to north
D. north to east
5. From the text, a rainbow may be only
A. sunlight
B. droplets
C. the effect of light shining on raindrops

D. moisture in the air
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1. Useful sentence patterns
1) My family is going to a picnic. | wonder what the weather will be like.

2) | heard the weather forecast over the radio. It will begin fine and dry, though

with clouds increasing during the afternoon.

ENGLISH FOR HIGHER VOCATIONAL EDUCATION

3) When the western sky is especially clear, there is often a red sunset. As the
saying goes: “Red sky at night, sailor’s delight.”
4) It’s going to be another cool day.
5) What is the weather like in your hometown?
6) What will the weather be like tomorrow?
7) Do you like this kind of weather?
8) It’s really warm. And it’s supposed to get warmer.
9) I'm always a little sorry to see winter go.
10) The temperature will rise to 25 degrees by midday and then fall off slightly too

about 23 degrees.

2. Talking about the weather

1) Pair work

Read the following directions. Make up a dialogue and then act it out.
* You meet Mr Smith in the supermarket. After greeting each other, you say a

few words about the weather.

2) Group work

e Individually, fill in the form about the weather in your hometown.
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Climate: =
—

. o
Spring: Summer: Z
Autumn: Winter: §
. . (_:L—
Rain: Wind: g
5

Snow: .
5

Q

T

¢ Ask some classmates in your group about the weather in their hometown.

* Then report your findings to the class.

3) Discussion

Do you think that there is truth in some old folk sayings? Why?

AN WRITING

1. Read the text again and answer the following questions in no more

than 60 words.
e Write an answer to each question. Each answer must be a complete sentence.

e Your answers to the questions must follow each other so that all your sentences
will form a complete paragraph.

e Use the joining words where necessary.

1) What information can the weathermen provide?

2) Why are crews interested in landing conditions at their destination?
3) How does weather service help ships?

4) What do long-range lorry operators plan before their journey?

5) Why are farmers interested in the weather?
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2. Practical writing

EERE—MELNBE. FR2ARER, ATRNMMAEE. BS. B, XS,
SIEMBEL, BFMNIESEMOEL, ESHNERAKBRAENL, BILIEMMELRER
HRBIEEE, R EX. BRENRD. FENEREEIE, RBESLEEXEN
HH. MREBAREBIEMA, SHHHEIT,

BEXNBAPRESEGA LA, —RRESEH/IHLEFHTF, LIE LREKNE,
AENAT, EEEAXANGLRER, E—RASEN, BRABRXNAETZF¥ELH
FIL/LEEDNEE, MERXEXAFES. EEXAHET, BEFEH,

ENGLISH FOR HIGHER VOCATIONAL EDUCATION

Samples

Sample 1

May 8
Dear Manager,

A Mr Smith from Solar Software Company has just rung up, saying
that he will come to see you at ten tomorrow morning for a talk about our
cooperation in promotion of our software. Please wait for him in the office,
or ring him back if the time doesn’t suit.

Paul

Sample 2
10:20 am
Dear Xiao Zhang,
Just a line to tell you that Professor Lin came to see you and wanted
to have a word with you about his programs in the following semester. But
you were not in. He wants you to give him a call.

Zhang Ke
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3. Task

RIRIREMR. 10 A5 H, REITTHFEM, ERERAN. WERGTSE—KEE,

ARWT:

RINFRZNTHERIER T, WEEILEREE,

) ARREFHFRE—B, —BEKHEL,
2) ARLESF 8:30 AERIBEATHRESL, AHAE.

10w puD J3YIDAA INO LINN
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