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Field Work 

Objectives: 
► Ss develop research skills and strategies. 
► Ss develop teamwork skills. 
► Ss develop competence in questioning. 
Time: Unit time span 
Steps: 
► Set guidelines for time and procedures for the project appropriate to Ss’ ability level. 
► Ss brainstorm possible resources (e.g. the school library, Internet, etc.) for interview samples and extra 

information. 
► Divide the class into groups. Give groups guidelines for managing the task and the deadline for completion. 

The group decides who will do what and who will keep a log of its activities. 
► Encourage Ss to design questions which cover as many aspects of college life as possible. 
► Remind Ss of time management throughout the project. 
► Encourage flexible presentation forms, e.g. the use of visual aids, telling stories, etc. 
Notes: 
► Appropriate time management and job division are likely to be serious problems at the beginning, where basic 

instructions on cooperation from the teacher should come in. As Ss get used to the Field Work, they will 
become more experienced in these respects. 

► If Ss find it difficult to ask questions in English, do some practice on interview questions in class. Ask Ss to 
use their question lists and do Q & A pair work. Circulate and monitor the interviews. Have some random 
pairs perform for the whole class. Provide positive feedback. Provide Sample Questions if Ss still have 
difficulties. 

► Assessment is based on group achievement at first. Later, as Ss become more skilled, individual performance, 
presented in reports or essays on a personal basis, may make up a larger percentage of the assessment. 

Sample Questions: 
1. When did you go to college? 
2. Why did you choose the college you went to? 
3. What was your major? 
4. Why did you choose that major? 
5. What did you think of the campus of your college when you first saw it? 
6.  What happened on the first day you were at college? 
7. What can you remember about some of your college teachers? 
8. How did you like your roommates? 
9. What was the happiest experience you had at college? 

10. What was the most unpleasant experience you had at college? 
11. How did you spend your spare time? 
12. How often did you go to the library? What did you usually do there? 
13. Did you work on any student organization? If yes, what was your job? 
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Suggested Answers (The underlined words are 
context clues.): 
1. I must make adjustments to my watch. It’s slow. 

(changes, corrections.) 
2. If students don’t like the food in the college cafeteria, 

they can go to the restaurants nearby. (a restaurant, 
bar, etc. where people collect their own food and drink, 
often in a factory, college, etc.) 

3. The television interferes with his studying. He cannot 
concentrate. (make hard for something to happen, 
prevent something from happening) 

4. Excessive beer drinking will cause stomach problems. 
(greater than what is normal or necessary; too much) 

5.  Philip works as a school counselor to give advice and 
help to college students. (a person who gives advice to 
people who need it) 

 Speaking 
Task 1 
Objective: Ss develop a vocabulary list suited to the 

theme. 
Time: 10 minutes 
Steps:  
► Ss read Speaking Task 1. 
► Ss choose one of the pictures. 
► Ss list five words about this picture. The words 

may be any part of speech. Review parts of speech 
if needed.  

► List the words on the board or invite one student to 
write them on the board. 

► Ss group the words according to the parts of 
speech. 

► Choose another picture and repeat the above steps. 
► Add the following words to the word list if they 

are not already there. Explain why these words are 
useful to the theme. 

Notes: 
► For classes where Ss are having difficulty with the 

task or are reluctant to volunteer answers, try the 
following: 
* Organize a chain game or domino (i.e. all Ss 

taking turns in giving one word each) or  
* Have Ss translate their ideas from Chinese into 

English with the help of Chinese-English 
dictionaries.  

► For a class with higher English proficiency, skip 
this task and start on the next task. 

 
Task 2 
Objective: Ss can use the vocabulary from Task 1 and 

the sentence patterns outlined for Task 2 to create 
sentences. 

Time: 10 minutes 

Steps: 
► Ss read and do Speaking Task 2. Give examples if 

needed.  
► Ss work in small groups and share their sentences. 

For example, in pair work, one student picks one 
word or phrase from the vocabulary list, and the 
other makes the sentence. 

Notes: 
► In some weaker classes, make sure that Ss 

understand the uses of the given structures. Give 
examples when necessary. 

► Skip this task and start on the next task in a class 
with higher English proficiency. 

  
Task 3 
Objective: Ss are able to ask and answer questions 

about college and give a report based on the 
answers given to the questions. 

Time: 10 minutes  
Steps: 
► Ss read Speaking Task 3. 
► Ss spend 5 minutes interviewing each other using 

the given questions or their own. 
► Ss prepare an oral report using their partners’ 

answers and the given model. 
► Some Ss present their reports. 
Notes: 
► Don’t correct mistakes when Ss are making the 

report.  
► Give affirmative feedback. 
► If Ss’ English proficiency is higher than the target 

level, skip this task and organize a less-controlled 
free talk to brainstorm ideas about the picture.

 

 Reading A 
Task 1
Objectives:  
► Ss know some difficult words needed to 

understand the reading. 
► Ss are able to understand the meaning of a word 

from its context.  
Time: 10 minutes  
Steps:  
► Ss read Reading A Task 1. 
► Tell Ss that it’s not a good practice to look up 

every new word in the dictionary while reading. 
More importantly, we can often get some ideas 
about the meaning of a new word through context 
clues (i.e. the ideas expressed by words before and 
after). Use the first word as an example. 

► Allow 5 minutes for Ss to do the task. Tell Ss that 
they will be asked to give the reasons for their 
choices. 

► For each highlighted word, ask one student to 
describe the context clues he / she used. When a 
word is difficult, ask the rest of the class to give 
further comments or explanations. Add teacher 
comments when necessary. 

Notes:  

► Ss’ meanings don’t have to be exact. They can be 
close or even just a little bit relevant.  

► When making a comment, encourage rather than 
dishearten. Emphasize any good point made by Ss. 
To encourage fluency, don’t always try to correct.

T 
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Suggested Words: 
American football  attentively  blackboard  
buildings   campus     graduation 
magnificent   professor  sports field  

Sample Sentences:
In this picture, you can see a professor teaching in class 
/some students playing American football. 
There is a professor and some students in this picture. 
There are some sportsmen playing American football in this 
picture. 



 T - 3

Task 2 
Objective: Ss can select the key words from a passage 

in order to get the main idea. 
Time: 15 minutes 
Steps:  
► Ss read Reading A Task 2. 
► Use the example to explain the task when 

necessary. 
► Select some Ss to share their choices for the first 

paragraph. Make a list of the key words on the 
board or circle the words in the text projected using 
an overhead projection system if available. 

► Ss explain their choices using the following pattern: 
“I think… and… are important because this 
paragraph is mainly about…” 

► Ss check their choices with the list of key words.  
► Repeat the previous steps for the other paragraphs. 
Note: 
► If Ss know the meanings of the list of key words, 

then they should have a good understanding of the 
passage. 

 
 

 Language Points in the Passage 
Elaboration on language points can help improve Ss’ comprehension, but it’s not recommended that a teacher spend 
too much time on it. Language skills are best acquired through completing language tasks. 
 
Paragraph 1 
tackle: v. to deal with 

e.g. The question was so difficult that the students 
didn’t know how to tackle it. 

stress: n. pressure caused by difficulties in life 
e.g. He’s under stress because his wife is very ill. 

 
Paragraph 2 
tend to: to be likely to 

e.g. Janet tends to get very angry if you annoy her. 
Whichever role you fulfilled at home, ...:  
Here “whichever” can be substituted by “no matter 
which”. 

e.g. Whichever he chooses, they won’t be pleased. 
fulfill: v. to do, perform; to make true; to carry out 

e.g. Without them you will not be able to fulfill 
the tasks you have before you. 
A nurse has many duties to fulfill in caring 
for the sick. 

 
Paragraph 4 
excessive: a. too much, too great 

e.g. She takes an excessive interest in clothes. 
result in: to cause to happen 

e.g. Fifty percent of road accidents result in head 
injuries. 

 
Paragraph 5 
identify: v. to prove, show or recognize who or what a 

particular person or thing is 
 

e.g. I identified the coat at once— it was my 
brother’s. 

issue: n. a point in question; an important point; a 
topic for discussion or of general concern  
e.g. I want to raise several issues at the meeting. 

 
Paragraph 8 
Your roommate might be as unlike you as … roast.  

Your roommate could be very different from 
yourself, just like the meat in the college café— 
which you can’t recognize— is different from the 
pot roast your mom makes. 

… opposites sometimes attract. 
One tends to like those people who are very 
different from himself.   

 
Paragraph 9 
… chances are great you’ll find someone to talk to. 

It’s likely / probable that you will find someone 
you can get along well with. 

Chances are (good / great / slim )…: It’s (quite / very / 
not) likely that… 
e.g. Chances are good that you will win. 

As long as I walk around pretending to look 
for something, chances are that no one will 
tell me to leave. 
 
 
 
 
 

T 

Suggested Words: 
homesickness, lonely 
problems, interfere with 
identify, talk 
buddies, same fears  
opposites, differences 
find, talk to 
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Task 3  
Objective: Ss can skim a passage to get the main idea of each paragraph. 
Time: 10 minutes 
Steps: 
► Ss read Reading A Task 3. 
► Clarify the assignment for Ss. 
► Ss skim the passage to find the ideas outlined in Task 3. 
► Ss list the sentences in the correct order.  
► Choose two Ss to present their work. 
► Give the key. 
Optional follow-up: 
► Ask Ss if they can find a sentence in a certain paragraph that is close in meaning to 

the sentence in the task. If there is, tell them to mark it and read it out. 
► Talk briefly about topic sentences. “A topic sentence in a paragraph is the sentence 

which gives the main or general idea of that paragraph. For example: ‘Living away 
from home tends to be the toughest adjustment for first-year students.’ is the topic 
sentence for paragraph 2. When you read, please pay special attention to topic 
sentences in paragraphs.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Task 4 
Objective: Ss can scan a passage to find supporting details for a point of information. 
Time: 20 minutes 
Steps:  
► Ss read Reading A Task 4. 
► Use the example to explain to Ss what supporting details are.  
► Allow enough time for Ss to do the task in pairs.  
► Ss share the details for one of the given ideas.  
► Provide the points Ss have missed. 
► Repeat the last two steps for other ideas. 
  Suggested Answers: 

Ideas Details 

things never dealt with before living away from home; dealing with 
roommates; washing clothes 

ways used by some students to 
deal with homesickness 

alcohol; heavy partying; excessive sleep; 
smoking 

ways that can be used for 
communicating your problems call; write; e-mail; talk to; counsel  

people or organizations you can 
turn to for help 

parents; other family members; friends; 
some people who understand you; 
counseling centers 

 
 
 

 

Key:   
1. C   2. E   3. G   4. F   
5. D   6. A   7. B 
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 Vocabulary and Structure 
Task 1 
Objective: Ss know the spelling and meaning of the vocabulary for the unit. 
Time: 5—10 minutes 
Steps:  
► Ss read Vocabulary and Structure Task 1. 
► Allow 5 minutes for Ss to do the task. 
► Ss close their books and do the following: Ss work in pairs. 

One student reads the items randomly in the column on the 
right while the other writes down the words or phrases.  

► Ss switch roles.  
► Check the answers. 
Optional follow-up:  
► Allow 5 minutes for Ss to locate the expressions in Reading 

A and review the context concerned. 
 
 
 
 
 
Task 2 
Objective: Ss can use the vocabulary from Reading A. 
Time: 10 minutes 
Steps:  
► Ss do Vocabulary and Structure Task 2. 
► Ask Ss to work individually. 
► Check the answers. 
 
 
 
 
 
Task 3 
Objective: Ss can use the vocabulary from Reading A in other 

contexts. 
Time: 15 minutes 
Steps:  
► Ss make the sentences individually. 
► Ss share their sentences with each other. 
► Check the answers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T 

Key: 
tend        
confidence  
excessive   
tackle      
identify     
fulfill       
tough      
result      in          
turn        to          
go         through     

Key: 
1. confidence  2. excessive 
3. have identified 4. fulfill 
5. tend   6. turn to 
7. results in  8. tough 
9. tackle     10. go through 

Suggested Answers: 
1. Children tend to be very curious 

every time they see something 
strange. 

2. Remember not to leave out anyone 
when you write invitations. 

3. If you want to fulfill this task in time 
you have to start as early as 
possible. 

4. The big fire resulted in the 
immediate death of two passengers 
but more died in the hospital. 

5. Please don’t hesitate to turn to us if 
you are in trouble. 



 T - 6

Key: 
Model 1 
1. The harder he tried, the less progress he seemed to make. 
2. The more you learn, the more you earn. 
3. The more people you know, the less time you have to see them. 
4. The more support you give me, the more confidence I will have in 

myself. 
5. The higher the temperature gets, the faster the liquid becomes gas. 
 
Model 2 
1. Chances are that you can find a cheap flat in this city. 
2. Chances are that the train will have left by the time we get there. 
3. Chances are small that you can walk 20 miles in an hour. 
4. Chances are that you can’t reach London tonight. 
5. Chances are that she will pass the exam the first time. 

Task 4 
Objective: Ss can express ideas in writing using the two models outlined for Task 4.  
Time: 10 minutes 
Steps:  
► Read the models to Ss with an explanation if needed.  
► Ss work in pairs.  
► Check the answers. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Task 5 

Objective: Ss can use the vocabulary in Reading A for translation.  
Time: 15 minutes 
Steps: 
► Tell Ss that the sentence structures in English and Chinese are 

different.  
► If necessary, re-build the first Chinese sentence in accordance 

with the English sentence structure as an example. 
► List all the words, phrases and expressions needed for the 

translation. 
► Put them into the re-built sentence structure. Make necessary 

changes. 
► Check the translation with the class. 
► Ss work individually or in pairs and translate sentences 2—5.  
► Two Ss write their translations on the board. 
► Comment briefly on their work with emphasis on the 

structures of their sentences. 
 
For further practice in class or homework, refer to Vocabulary Card. 

Suggested Answers: 
1. What if we put off the meeting until 

next week? 
2. That actor had gone through a 

period of hardships before he 
became famous. 

3. When copying this paper, be careful 
not to leave out any word. 

4. Everyone agreed that his 
carelessness resulted in this 
accident. 

5. It tends to get dark earlier during 
winter. 
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  Grammar 
Objective: Ss can use simple tenses as presented in Grammar Task 1. 
Time: 10—15 minutes 
Steps:  
► Conduct a brief review of simple tenses.  
► Identify problems and explain if necessary. 
Note: 
► Use Learning Cards as a supplement and instruct Ss to learn 

on their own or assign the Grammar Card as the homework.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Listening 
Task 1 
Objective: Ss can accurately write down a dictation using the vocabulary from Reading A. 
Time: 10 minutes  
Script & Key:                                                            
1. With a little preparation, you can build enough confidence.   
2. When you are away from home, you may feel lonely or left out.   
3. Too much partying can result in a lot more problems.   
4. The sooner you deal with these issues, the sooner you’ll feel better. 
5. A different point of view may be what you need. 

T 

T 

Task 1 
Key: 1—E  2—A   3—B, C  4—D 

Task 3 
Suggested Answers: 
1. The library closes at 10 at night. 
2. Please preview the text before you 

come to class next time. 
3. I told you so! 
4. The New Teaching Building Is Built 
5. The flight for New York takes off at 

8 tomorrow morning. 

Task 2 
Key:  
1. asked 
2. leaves 
3. comes 
4. aims 
5. Kills 
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Task 2 
Objective: Ss can understand an oral dialogue using the vocabulary from Reading A. 
Time: 15 minutes  
Script:                                                           Key: 
1. Mother: Joe, you have to do the washing yourself since you are a college student.     C    

Joe: I know, Mom. You needn’t worry about that. I’ll get someone to do it for me. 
Q:  Which of the following is true?    

2. Girl: Do you often miss your parents, Tom?                         A    
Boy: Yeah. Very often.  
Q: Who does Tom miss?         

3. Teacher: What’s the matter with you? You look sleepy.              B    
Boy: Ah… Mary’s birthday party was so wonderful. We didn’t go to sleep until 

3 o’clock. 
Q: Why is the boy so sleepy? 

4. Boy: My roommates are too noisy. I want to move out.               C    
Girl: Don’t be mad. Better have a good talk with them.  
Q: Why is the boy so angry with his roommates? 

 
 
Task 3 
Objective: Ss can find specific information from listening to a passage using vocabulary from Reading A. 
Time: 10 minutes 
Script: 

There are many differences between college and high school 
in Britain. In high school, you have little say in your class 
schedule. In college, you get to choose which classes you will 
take. In high school, you are kept in one classroom the whole day. 
While in college, if you hate waking up early in the morning, it is 
possible for you to begin classes at 2 pm. Indeed, college lets 
students make decisions, but in high school they couldn’t do it. 
You pick what you want to learn and when you want to learn. 
You choose when to eat and you decide when to sleep. However, 
if you’re not managing your time well, college life will catch up 
with you very, very quickly. What’s more, college teachers aren’t 
going to phone home and won’t even discuss your grades with 
any family member. But your middle school teachers do so.  
 
 
Task 4 
Objective: Ss can listen for specific information — describing the relationships of the speakers. 
Time: 5 minutes 
Script: 
Bob:  Hi! Lisa, how are you doing? 
Lisa:  Not bad. Oh! You look great! 
B:   Thanks. Lisa, have you met Mario, my roommate from Italy? 
L:   It’s a pleasure to meet you. I’m Lisa. Bob and I used to be classmates in high school. 
Mario:  Glad to see you. I’m an exchange student. 
L:  Oh, I’m in a rush right now. I have to go to class. See you later. 
B & M:  See you.
 

Key: 

High School College 

√ 1 

1 √ 

√ 1 

1 √ 

1 √ 

Key: Bob and Lisa used to be 
classmates. Bob and Mario are 
roommates. 
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Task 5 
Objective: Ss know how to make greetings and introductions. 
Time: 15 minutes 
Steps: 
► Ss read the sentences listed in the table for Task 5.  
► Ss work in pairs to practice: One student asks questions and the other responds. Then they rotate the roles. 
Note: 
► Dialogues don’t need to be long. 
 
Task 6 
Objective: Ss can record information given about people. 
Time: 10 minutes 
Script:  
Linda:  Hello, Mike. 
Mike:  Hello Linda. How are you getting on? 
L:  I’m doing okay. Mike, what’s your major? 
M:   My major is computers.  
L:   Oh! That’s good, why did you choose this major? 
M:   I just like it. It’s a lot of fun. What about you? 
L:   Music. 
M:   Sounds interesting. Linda, I know you aren’t familiar with the campus. Maybe I can show you around 

sometime.  
L:   It’s very kind of you. Thank you. 
M:   Oh, I need to go to the library now. So, see you tomorrow. 
L:  See you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Task 7 
Objective: Ss can create role-plays using the situations presented in Tasks 4 and 6. 
Time: 20 minutes 
Steps: 
► Ss read Task 7. 
► Ss work in pairs to create the role-play. (10 minutes) 
► Select Ss to present their role-play. 
► Comment on Ss’ performance.    
Note: 
► As an introduction to peer evaluation, remind students that they are the audience and they will be asked to 

comment on their classmates’ performance. 
 
For further practice in class or homework, refer to Listening Card. 

Key:  
Mike:  Majoring in computers 

Showing friends around the 
campus 

Linda: Choosing music as a major  
Newcomer, not familiar with the 
campus 
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 Reading B 
Task  
Objective: Ss can make judgments based on the information taken from a given text. 
Time: 15 minutes 
Steps:  
► Ss read the text. 
► Ss complete the task. 
► Ss compare their work with others. 
► Select Ss to present their work. 
► Comment briefly. 
Words & Expressions: 
due a.  到期的 
emergency n.  紧急情况，不测事件 
inform v.  通知，告知，告诉 
substantial a.  大量的，客观的 
syllabus n.  大纲，课程表 
 
 
 

  Reading C 
Task  
Objective: Ss can fill in the blanks of a written passage with the correct words. 
Time: 15 minutes 
Steps:  
► Ss do the task. (10 minutes) 
► Check the answers. 
Note:  
► Advise Ss to read the whole passage before dealing with individual blanks. 
Words & Expressions: 
accommodation n.  膳宿，住宿 
council n.  委员会 
expand v.  扩大，变大 
funding n.  基金 
gap n.  间隔，间隙 
miserable a.  痛苦的，可怜的，悲惨的 
plunge v.  投入，陷入 （常与into连用） 
 
 

 

 

 
For further practice in class or homework, refer to Reading Card. 

T 

T 

Key: 
(1) home       (2) reality   
(3) days      (4) to 
(5) in      (6) about  
(7) wrong    (8) feel  
(9) according to     (10) before 



 T - 11

 Writing 
 
Writing for General Purposes 
Task 1 
Objective: Ss can write sentences using the given patterns. 
Time: 10 minutes 
Steps:  
► Review the grammar points with Ss. 
► Ss do the task. 
► Ss work in pairs to compare answers. 
► Call on one pair of Ss to present their work and invite correction from the whole class.  
► Present the answers and explain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T 

Suggested Answers: 
A. My cousin becomes ill.  

The classroom remains clean 
and bright.  
The twins are college students.  
The topic seems serious. 
Our dorm is on a campus.  
The old man feels lonely.  
 

B. The professor speaks loudly in 
class.  
The workers will come tomorrow. 
The driver is driving at a 
dangerous speed. 
It was raining heavily.  
The students study very hard.  
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Task 2 
Objective: Ss can translate sentences using the given sentence patterns. 
Time: 10 minutes 
Steps:  
► Ss do the task individually.  
► Ss compare with each other and correct errors. 
► Provide help if needed. 
► Present the answers and explain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Writing for Specific Purposes 
More Samples: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Suggested Answers: 
1. The freshmen look very happy.  
2. The supermarket is right on the 

campus. 
3. She is quite homesick. 
4. Prof. Cheng is speaking.  
5. Something interesting happened. 

Georgia M. Hudson 
524 Seaside Rd. 

Boston, MA 02225 
 
 
 

Specializing in Animal Photography 

617 524 9845, HudsonG@etenet.com 

 

Thomas R. Monroe 
Computer Analyst 

210 N 8th Stree 
Mati, FA 33109 
(306) 952-7854 

Monroam@pacific.net   Fax:(306) 952-7634 
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Task 1 
Objective: Ss know the layout of business cards. 
Time: 10 minutes 
Steps:  
► Ss read the introduction. 
► Ss study the samples. 
► Ss do the task on their own.  
► Present the key. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Task 2 
Objective: Ss can correctly write a business card. 
Time: 15 minutes 
Steps:  
► Ss work in small groups and ask them to imagine what they will be when they are 

thirty. Encourage them to be creative. 
► Ss work individually to make their cards.  
► Give help if needed. 
► Ss present their cards to the class. 
► Comment briefly. 
Optional follow-up: 
► Ss exchange cards with each other and do either of the following: 

* Student A exchanges his / her business card with student B while making 
greetings. 

* Student A introduces Student B to Student C. B and C greet each other and 
exchange business cards. 

► One or two groups of Ss introduce their group member(s) to the class according to the 
cards they got.  

► Elicit Ss’ comments. 
 
 

Key: 
1. programmer, Peter Hassler 
2. Hank Knowall, T. S. Moving & 

Storage 
3. music 
4. in New Orleans, LA 
5.  architectural design 
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 Presentation 

Objectives:  
► Ss can make a 5-minute group presentation based on the field work assignment and 

can correctly use the language skills learned to this day and improve presentation 
skills.  

► Ss can take notes based on an oral presentation of their peers. 
Time: 30 minutes, 5 minutes for each group 
Steps: 
► Each group gives a presentation in front of the class. 
► Ss who are listening take notes or complete a student assessment form. 
► Give feedback to the presenters. 
Notes: 
► Remind Ss of preparation before class.  
► Comment and elicit Ss’ comments after a presentation. 

T 


