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UNIT 1 P2
PHILOSOPHY
and
THOUGHTS

Academic track:
Philosophy

Scenarios  P2
Learning objectives  P2

VIEWING  P3
READING  P4
The man who asked questions

Identifying and synthesizing information: Learn about Socrates and his 
way of asking questions
Building your language: Describe people and their contributions
Preparing for the structure: Organize a brief account of a great thinker and
his or her major achievements
Sharing your ideas: Prepare an oral report introducing Socrates and his
contributions

VIEWING  P12
READING  P13
The greatest sage in China

Identifying and synthesizing information: Learn about Confucius and his 
teachings
Building your language: Describe people’s thoughts and their influences
Sharing your ideas: Write a short introduction of Confucius and his essential
ideas

UNIT PROJECT  P22
Task: Give a presentation
Topic: Socrates and Confucius: A comparison

UNIT 2 P26
ART
and
NATURE

Academic track:
Art

Scenarios  P26
Learning objectives  P26

DISCUSSION  P27

READING  P28
Demystifying Mona Lisa

Identifying and synthesizing information: Explore the mysterious effect of 
Mona Lisa and compare Leonardo with his forerunners
Building your language: Describe the features and techniques of paintings
Preparing for the structure: Talk about an influential piece of work in the
Western art history
Sharing your ideas: Make a short presentation on Mona Lisa

DISCUSSION  P36
READING  P36
Mountains and water in Chinese art

Identifying and synthesizing information: Explore Chinese people’s 
perception of mountains and water reflected in art
Building your language: Describe the subject matter of paintings
Sharing your ideas: Explain why mountains and water have become a 
prominent subject matter in Chinese paintings

UNIT PROJECT  P44
Task: Give a presentation
Topic: A comparison between Chinese and 
Western paintings

UNIT 3 P46
LANGUAGE
and
COMMUNICATION

Academic track:
Interpersonal
communication

Scenarios  P46
Learning objectives  P46

VIEWING  P47

READING  P48
Powerful “you” for comm-YOU-nication

Identifying and synthesizing information: Explore the effects of comm-
YOU-nication
Building your language: Describe the importance of language 
appropriateness
Preparing for the structure: Express your personal opinion on a particular topic
Sharing your ideas: Write a short essay to share your experience of 
neglecting “you” in communication

DISCUSSION  P56
READING  P56
Does language shape what we think?

Identifying and synthesizing information: Explore the relationship between 
language and thought
Building your language: Describe the relationship between language and 
thought
Sharing your ideas: Talk about two different views on the relationship 
between language and thought

UNIT PROJECT  P64
Task: Write an essay
Topic: The roles of language

UNIT 4 P68
KINDNESS
and
INDIFFERENCE

Academic track:
Social
psychology

Scenarios  P68
Learning objectives  P68

VIEWING  P69
READING  P70
The bystander effect

Identifying and synthesizing information: Analyze the murder of Kitty 
Genovese and explore how people react to different emergency situations
Building your language: Describe an emergency and people’s reactions to it 
Preparing for the structure: Describe an incident from a bystander’s perspective
Sharing your ideas: Write a brief account of the case of Kitty Genovese from
a bystander’s perspective

DISCUSSION  P80
READING  P80
The kindness of strangers

Identifying and synthesizing information: Explore why humans help others 
and how they differ from animals in this aspect
Building your language: Discuss helping and its motives
Sharing your ideas: Give an oral report to discuss whether helping strangers 
out of good will is in human nature

UNIT PROJECT  P88
Task: Write an opinion post
Topic: Helping in emergencies

UNIT 5 P92
BUSINESS 
and 
PROSPERITY

Academic track:
Economics

Scenarios  P92
Learning objectives  P92

DISCUSSION  P93
READING  P94
The goal of strategy: Win all without fighting

Identifying and synthesizing information: Analyze the importance of 
market dominance 
Building your language: Talk about market dominance
Preparing for the structure: Talk about the importance of something
Sharing your ideas: Make a short presentation to express your opinion on 
the importance of market share

DISCUSSION  P104
READING  P104
The Passionate: Business as a way of life

Identifying and synthesizing information: Analyze the major advantages of 
the passionate corporate culture
Building your language: Talk about corporate culture
Sharing your ideas: Write a short essay to express your opinion on corporate 
culture

UNIT PROJECT P112
Task: Give a presentation
Topic: Achieving business success

UNIT 6 P116
LITERACY
and 
TECHNOLOGY

Academic track:
Sociology

Scenarios  P116
Learning objectives  P116

DISCUSSION  P117
READING  P118
From cursive to cursor

Identifying and synthesizing information: Analyze the technological 
changes in writing and people’s views on them 
Building your language: Describe the impacts of technological development 
on writing
Preparing for the structure: Use contrast to develop ideas in expository writing
Sharing your ideas: Introduce the evolution of writing tools and share your 
opinion on the evolutionary trend

VIEWING  P128
READING  P128
Will digital reading erode our ability to understand the world?

Identifying and synthesizing information: Analyze the impact of 
technological development on people’s reading style
Building your language: Describe the impacts of digital technology on reading
Sharing your ideas: Share your opinion on the impact of modern technology 
on people’s reading style

UNIT PROJECT  P136
Task: Write an essay
Topic: The impact of technology on 
traditional reading and writing

VOCABULARY P138
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