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PREVIEW OF UNIT 2

Poverty is a global issue that affects more than one billion people worldwide. The
international poverty line released by the World Bank in 2022 is US$2.15 per day. While
we might spend that much on a simple meal or a cup of milk tea, those living in extreme
poverty have less than that much to cover their daily nutrition, clothing and shelter

needs.

In Unit 2, we will explore the complex issue of global poverty and its impact on people’s
lives around the world. We will begin by discussing the various dimensions of poverty
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and how it affects individuals and communities. Next, we’ll explore international efforts
to combat poverty, including the crucial role of the World Bank. We will also take a close
look at China’s remarkable success in lifting millions of people out of poverty and the
lessons we can learn from it.

Apart from countries and international organizations, individuals also have a role to
play in poverty alleviation. We can start from taking small actions like saving food or

doing voluntary work. One step further, we can even propose suggestions to or work at
international organizations to help address the issue.




SAYING NO

TO POVERTY

WARM-UP

1 [@ Translate the following words and expressions into Chinese. You
may use a dictionary if necessary.
(1) the poverty line
(2) extreme poverty
(3) impoverished
(4) inequality
(5) wealth disparity
(6) poverty rate
(7) poverty reduction
(8) the targeted poverty alleviation strategy
(9) shared prosperity

2 4 Read the chart about world inequality in 2021 on the next page
carefully, and then work in pairs to discuss and share your findings
and reflection. You may refer to the example of wealth.

3 4 Answer the following questions based on your understanding of
poverty.
() What does poverty mean to you? How would you define it?
(2) What do you think are the root causes of world poverty and
inequality?
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:
¢ identify and describe the nature of global poverty, including its causes and

consequences;

e examine the international efforts to combat global poverty, in particular, the role of the
World Bank in the process;

e recognize China’s unique strategies and achievements in reducing poverty, and
analyze how its experience can be applied to other countries;

¢ discuss topics related to global poverty and propose feasible solutions to specific
poverty problems.

Top 1% Next 9% Middle 40% Bottom50%  yn/ealth:
5 EEEEmEEEE SEEEEEEEEE In 2021, the tOp 1% of the
ENEEEEEEEE .
Population EEmEEEEEEE world’s population owned
38% of global wealth, the
next 9% also owned 38%,
Wealth and the middle 40% owned
mmumnaBEEE - 22%.In total, these people
R — owned 98% of global wealth.
oooooonon
Income By contrast, the bottom 50%
of the world’s population
IHEIREEREE
owned only 2% of global
-
wealth. I can’t believe the
Carbon llllllll==
EEEEEREEEN H problem of global wealth
B disparity has been so
Source: World Inequality Report 2022 serious!
(1) Income:
(2) Carbon:
(3) Reflection:
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R E AD I N G Read the passage to get a multidimensional view of global

poverty, and then complete the online and classroom activities.
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Poverty: a multidimensional
perspective

overty is a complex problem that
P hinders individuals and communities
from realizing their potential because
of restricted access to resources and
opportunities. The term encompasses a
range of challenges, such as inadequate
income and lack of basic necessities.

Poverty can be measured in different ways.
One way is to calculate the percentage

of people who live on less than a specific
amount of money per day. A person is in
extreme poverty if he or she lives on less
than US$2.15 per day, a limit the World
Bank calls the “international poverty line.”
People are also considered poor if they live
below the poverty line set by the country or
region they live in. This “national poverty
line” varies from country to country
because it is based on national economic
conditions. For instance, China’s 2010 rural
poverty line was 2,300 yuan per person
per year, about US$0.94 per person per day,
but its purchasing power was equivalent
to that of about US$2.3 in the international
community at that time. China adjusts its
rural poverty line every year to reflect the
inflationary pressure faced by the rural
population. In 2020, the rural poverty line
was 4,000 yuan per person per year. Some
countries and organizations, including the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation

and Development (OECD) and the European
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GLOBAL CHALLENGES Poverty: a multidimensional perspective

Union (EU), set the poverty line at 50% or
60% of the national median income for that
given year.

To better understand how people
experience poverty in different ways, the
University of Oxford and the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) created
the global Multidimensional Poverty Index
(MPI), which measures poverty in terms

of health, education, and the standard of
living. For instance, people experiencing
poverty may live in households where
everyone suffers from malnutrition,

where no one has completed six years of
schooling, or where there are no necessities
such as heating, clean water and reliable
food.

W“M‘““‘“ Py ‘I» ¢

NS e ;M 3

According to the 2022 global MPI, around 1.2
billion people in 111 countries experienced
acute multidimensional poverty, the
majority of whom lived in Sub-Saharan
Africa and South Asia. This poverty index
and the international poverty line of
US$2.15 complement each other since those
who are multidimensionally poor may not
be considered poor under the extreme
poverty income threshold of US$2.15 per
day.

Poverty situations in developed and
developing countries are different. In some
developing countries and regions, poverty
is widespread and severe, with a large
population living in extreme poverty. For
example, in Sub-Saharan Africa, 35% of the
population lived below the international
poverty line, according to 2019 figures.

In this region, climate change, conflict,
and disease outbreaks often worsen the
conditions for vulnerable communities,
and many people experience extreme
deprivation of food, water, sanitation

and healthcare. Malnutrition is common
among children, and families often

Words and expressions

multidimensional /imaltidar'menfanal/ adj. %
YRy

encompass /m'kampas/ v. 5, fHE

inflationary /m'flerfonari/ adj. #it% Eikiy, 51
LI ST Z K Y

median /'mi:dion/ adj. H {5 fH

malnutrition /mealnju'trifan/ n. EFHRAR

complement /'kpmploment/ v. %h7¢

threshold /'6refhould/ n. (FEFHIF4E K Lk
AR ) AR A

worsen /'wsisan/ v. (fifi) ARf5H 72 (fif) WAk

sanitation /sent'terfon/ n. AL AR, R85 T4

intergenerational /,intadzena'reifanal/ adj. 4
5z

worrisome /'WArisam/ adj. 4\ &)

impoverished /m'povarift/ adj. 3K, FREH

marginalized /'ma:d3enalaizd/ adj. 124k

social exclusion #2547

inequality /nr'kwoloti/ n. A -2

hold on to ~pfE, fR#4E
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lack access to education and economic

opportunities. Moreover, intergenerational
poverty is worrisome as children born

into poverty are more likely to remain
impoverished throughout their life.

With few opportunities for education

and employment, the cycle of poverty is
reinforced, leading to intergenerational
transmission.

Poverty in developed countries is notable
among marginalized communities, where
some people face social exclusion. Common
characteristics of poverty in developed
countries include income inequality,
limited access to healthcare, and high
levels of homelessness. Certain populations,
such as racial and ethnic minorities,
women and children, are more vulnerable.
In the US, for instance, poverty rates for
African Americans (19.5%) and Hispanic
Americans (17.1%) were considerably higher

than those for Asian Americans (9.3%)

and whites (8.1%) in 2021. The COVID-19
pandemic highlighted the poverty issue in
developed countries by unequally affecting
low-income workers who more often lacked
access to healthcare, paid sick leave, and
other ways to hold on to their economic
level.

The target to end poverty in all its forms
by 2030 is one of the UN Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) agreed to

by most countries in 2015. To eradicate
poverty on a global scale, it is imperative
that we prioritize the development of
underprivileged countries as well as
vulnerable groups in developed countries.
This goal can be achieved through
collaborative efforts of diverse actors,
from governments and civil society
organizations to private sectors and
individuals.

prioritize /prar'protaiz/ v. {5 & (AL H )
underprivileged /iando'privolidzd<«/ adj. 714
15 Fhos G T Y

Proper names

World Bank 5447 (42F%>5 World Bank
Group)

Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD) 3% &1 5K &
HH

United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) HR&EIFA I

Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) Z4k
TR TREL

Sub-Saharan /,sAb so'hairen/ Africa #HiLA
FARM

Hispanic /hr'spenik/ American i ] & 3EE A

UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGS)
R A TR i F A
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GLOBAL CHALLENGES Poverty: a multidimensional perspective
Understanding

1 . Complete the notes to get an overview of the passage.

2 [ Make an oral summary of the passage by referring to the notes.

Poverty: a multidimensional perspective

Poverty is a complex issue preventing individuals and communities from realizing
their potential for lack of *

Measurement: poverty lines + MPI

The international poverty line: US$2.15 per person MPI: health, education,
per day and’
The national poverty line: varying from country to

country

Comparison: poverty situations in developing and developed countries

Developing countries: Poverty is often Developed countries: Some

widespread and severe, with a large marginalized people face social

population living in * . exclusion; racial and ethnic minorities,

« lack of food, water, sanitation, and women and children are more
healthcare; vulnerable.

o lack of education and economic o © :
opportunities; « limited access to healthcare;

. poverty. « high levels of homelessness.

Conclusion: Diverse actors should work together to combat global poverty.

3 [ Answer the following questions according to what you have
learned.

(1) Why were low-income workers disproportionately affected by the
COVID-19 pandemic?

(2) The World Bank uses different poverty lines to measure poverty. First,
the international poverty line (US$2.15 per day) is used to measure
extreme poverty in low-income countries. There are also typical poverty
lines in lower-middle-income countries (US$3.65 per day) and upper-
middle-income countries (US$6.85 per day). Why do you think different
lines are used by the World Bank to measure poverty?

34 UNIT 2

W U2-U6-F.indd 34 :‘t 23-12-26 F/F5:27 (




Exploring

4 Poverty can be transmitted from one generation to another. Work
in pairs to explore the causes of intergenerational transmission

of poverty (IGTP) and the solutions. You can refer to the sample on
Ucampus.

How do they cause IGTP? | How can we address them?
Poor health and nutrition
Inadequate education

Lack of opportunities

Language in use

1 [@ study the words.
2 [@ Complete the sentences.
3 [@ Translate and record.

VI EWI NG Many poverty reduction programs may fail to reach
people in the deepest states of poverty or have long-
term effects. This is, in part, because the programs ignore the multidimensional

nature of poverty. Watch a video about multidimensional poverty on Ucampus and
complete the following tasks.

Understanding

Answer the following questions according to what you have learned.

1 What are some of the challenges faced by the second woman in the video?

2 How do two people earning the same amount of money experience different
levels of poverty?

Exploring

Read the stories of two poor families on Ucampus, and then work in pairs to

discuss the following questions.

1 What are the different situations of the two poor families?

2 If you were a policymaker, what measures would you take to help the two
families respectively?
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[ B

INTERNATIONAL EFFORTS

R E AD I N G Read the passage to find out how the international community,
in particular, the World Bank, tackles global poverty, and then

complete the online and classroom activities.

Combating global poverty

A
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o combat global poverty, individual
T countries and international
organizations play interrelated roles.
National efforts should be focused on
improving domestic policies and economic
conditions to alleviate poverty within the

W U2-U6-F.indd 37
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country and contributing to international
endeavors through foreign aid, trade, and
collaboration. Meanwhile, international
organizations combat poverty by providing
technical assistance, financial support, and
policy advice to countries in need. They
can mobilize resources and coordinate
international cooperation to address
poverty on a larger and more targeted
scale. Through sharing knowledge and
experience across national borders,
international organizations promote
workable changes to reduce global poverty.

Several prominent international
organizations involved in reducing global
poverty are the UNDP, the International
Monetary Fund (IMF), the World Trade
Organization (WTO), and the World Bank.

Among these organizations, the World
Bank is a representative committed to
fighting global poverty in all dimensions.
Started in 1944, the World Bank aims to
reduce global poverty and promote shared
prosperity. Its partnership of 189 countries
allows the World Bank to collaborate

with governments, civil society, and

other stakeholders worldwide to solve
development problems related to global
poverty and inequality. Its efforts extend to
education, healthcare, infrastructure, and
climate change, among others.

The World Bank has taken several
approaches to tackling global poverty,
such as providing technical and financial
assistance to developing countries,
assisting local governments to make
development policies, as well as collecting
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INTERNATIONAL EFFORTS Combating global poverty

and analyzing data and evidence to support
poverty alleviation programs.

For example, a World Bank team began
helping Kenya in 2007 to strengthen its
statistical capacity by reorganizing the
country’s statistics bureau. Kenya could
then survey and update key financial
statistics to better track its economy,
making policies that specifically reach the
poorest and most vulnerable people.

In its ongoing work with Cambodia,

a country with limited economic
diversification, rapid urbanization, human
capital deficiencies and infrastructure
gaps, the World Bank also offered
technical assistance. In 2022, the Technical
Assistance Program on Cambodia
Sustainable Cities Initiative was started to
promote Cambodia’s cities to become low-
carbon and climate-resilient. The technical
assistance focused on providing Cambodia
with consultative service that helped the
country conduct research on the cities

by using existing data and information,
develop low-carbon and resilient growth
frameworks, make assessments, and

draft analytical reports. This technical
assistance program has been of great help

to Cambodia’s sustainable development
and poverty reduction.

One more example is in Mindanao, a poor
region in the Philippines with problems
related to infrastructure and basic services.
The World Bank and the local government
worked together to make policies that
focused on building water systems,
community centers, sanitation facilities,
access roads, agricultural facilities, and
farming and fishing equipment. These
solutions benefited 650,000 Philippine
people.

As for financial assistance, in fiscal year
2022 (July 1, 2021—-]June 30, 2022), the World
Bank deployed US$114.9 billion in total.
China began its partnership with the World
Bank in 1980, and the World Bank has
supported China’s development. By June 30,
2022, the World Bank’s cumulative lending
to China reached about US$66.77 billion for
441 development projects.

The work of the World Bank has contributed
to the decline in the number of people
living in extreme poverty worldwide. From
1990 to 2019, the extreme poverty level
decreased from 1.9 billion people to 648

Words and expressions

interrelated /imtorr'lertid«/ adj. A1 H.SCHRAT; A1
HEZR Y

alleviate /o'litviert/ v. Jalifi, 221 (9 vy sl R U )

endeavor /m'deve/ n. 24k, %4

mobilize /'moaubolarz/ v. J&z); &

workable /'w3:kobal/ adj. (#iJEE. 18145 ) AT4T
Y, AR

prosperity /pro'speroti/ n. Bk,
poverty alleviation /o lizvi'erfan/ $:%%
resilient /r1'ziliont/ adj. A& J511; 3&ERN S50
consultative /ken'saltotrv/ adj. iRy, il
fiscal /'fiskal/ adj. (BUR) WABUH)

deploy /di'plot/ v. Filj, i

cumulative /'kjurmjolotrv/ adj. 32 M), kY
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million. As countries develop social safety
nets and other programs to support their
poor, the World Bank will offer assistance.

International organizations are important
in reducing global poverty, but their
efforts alone are not enough. Individual
countries’ efforts are also indispensable.
Some countries’ successful experience in
reducing poverty can be applied to other

Understanding

countries in need. For example, China’s
success in reducing poverty offers valuable
lessons. The country emphasizes the

importance of sustained economic growth
and targeted social policies.

With continued effort and collaboration by
governments, international organizations,
and other stakeholders worldwide, ending
global poverty is an achievable goal.

1 & Answer the following questions according to what you have

learned.

1) How can international organizations help to combat poverty?

2) What is the World Bank’s mission?

4) What approaches does the World Bank take to tackle global poverty?

(
(
(3) What are some of the areas that the World Bank’s efforts extend to?
(
(

5) How has the World Bank supported China’s development?

2 4 Work in pairs to discuss the following questions.
() What are the key factors to be considered by the World Bank when
helping governments in making poverty alleviation policies?
(2) What is the significance of the World Bank’s financial and technical

assistance for countries struggling with poverty alleviation?

Proper names
International Monetary Fund (IMF) [Efx 6%

Cambodia /kem'boudio/ HailifiZE (L E )
Mindanao /mindo'nav/ £ 2% %8 (GEREE K

[iiE S )
World Trade Organization (WTO) tH 555 the Philippines /'filopinz/ JEfEEE (4 WAL
i BER)
Kenya /'kenjo/ 152 (A IEEZ)
SAYING NO TO POVERTY 39

W U2-U6-F.indd 39

o

23-12-26 [/5:27 (



INTERNATIONAL EFFORTS Combating global poverty
Exploring

# Read the description of Rajasthan, a poor state of India. Work in
groups to discuss and answer the following questions.

Rajasthan, located in the north-
western region of India, is the
country’s largest state, comprising
nearly 11% of the country’s total
geographical area.

The state is overwhelmingly rural with more than three-quarters of its people
residing in rural areas. Agriculture is largely dependent on rainfall, making the
state highly vulnerable to drought. Frequent droughts, a growing crisis in ground
water supply, and low public investment in infrastructure have hindered the state’s
growth and increased its economic volatility.

The result is a large number of people living in poverty. Households in this region
tend to be female-headed, tribal, vulnerable (disabled, elderly, etc.) and are
predominantly casual laborers working in the agriculture sector.

If you were an official of the World Bank in charge of a poverty reduction project in

Rajasthan, what aspects will you focus on? What possible barriers may you meet?
How will you overcome the barriers?

1 @ study the words.
2 [ Complete the sentences.
3 [ Read, record and translate.
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M I N I LECTU RE Now that you have a basic
= understanding of the World Bank’s
mission and its role in fighting poverty, you may want to know more about how

it operates, how its staff members work and what qualities are needed to work
there. Watch a mini-lecture on Ucampus to learn more.

Working at the World Bank
The World Bank achieves its mission by providing financial and technical
assistance, conducting research and analysis, and partnering with
governments and other stakeholders on programs.

How do its staff members work and what are the qualities needed to become
one of them?

Barry is an actuary at the World Bank. He and his colleagues seek new
ways to apply actuarial science in the fight against poverty. He finds it
exciting to see first-hand how the World Bank helps its clients become
more sophisticated in their financial management of disaster risk.

If you are interested in joining the organization, it is essential to research the
qualifications required to be hired. The World Bank emphasizes these core
values: impact, integrity, respect, teamwork, and innovation. Having these
values is important, but most jobs at the World Bank require professional
skills and knowledge, which vary from one position to another.

Finish the comprehension task.

Work in pairs to discuss the following questions.

() How were the core values of the World Bank reflected in Barry’s work for the
Kenyan program?

(2) Visit the website of the World Bank and look for a vacancy that interests you.
Make an analysis of the vacancy, like its requirements for the candidate’s

knowledge, professional skills, past experience, and moral values. If you are
going to apply for the vacancy, what should you do to meet the requirements?
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READIN G Read the passage to have a comprehensive understanding

of how China succeeded in shaking off poverty, and then
complete the online and classroom activities.

The village of Shibadong in Hunan Province

WS O

A new socialist vill
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Shaking off poverty,
China made it

he mountains in the northwest part
T of China’s Hunan Province contain
some scenic villages of Tujia and Miao
ethnic groups. Among them is Shibadong,
a village that has successfully lifted itself
out of poverty through China’s targeted
poverty alleviation strategy. There, per
capita net income skyrocketed from a mere
1,668 yuan in 2013 to 18,369 yuan in 2020.
The entire village is now making strides
toward rural revitalization.

Shibadong stands as a shining example
of China’s efforts to alleviate poverty.
Throughout the country, China
implemented intense measures to combat
poverty through an internationally
recognized, targeted poverty alleviation
strategy that identified underlying causes
of poverty and provided customized
solutions. The government established

a comprehensive database recording
information on each impoverished
household. Using this database, local
authorities worked with various
stakeholders, including private sectors, to
develop and implement individual anti-
poverty plans.

Specifically, five measures have been
taken by China to combat the type of
poverty caused by inadequate regional

W U2-U6-F.indd 43
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development. First, boosting the economy
to create more job opportunities. Second,
relocating poor people from inhospitable
areas to more habitable regions. Third,
compensating for economic losses
associated with reducing ecological
damage, thereby promoting sustainable
development. Emphasizing both poverty
alleviation and eco-conservation, China
strengthened ecological restoration and
environmental protection in poor areas. For
example, some poor people were employed
in eco-work as forest rangers. Fourth,
improving education in impoverished areas
to provide better long-term opportunities
and training. Finally, providing living
allowances for those unable to overcome
poverty through their own efforts alone.

The government has prioritized the
development of industries that were
suitable for local conditions and satisfied
market demand. Industries such as
agriculture, forestry and tourism created
jobs and increased income for people
living in poverty-stricken areas. Besides,
to provide basic public services to these
people, the country has invested heavily
in building roads and bridges. It has built
more than four million kilometers of rural
roads to connect most formerly isolated
villages and towns to the national road
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CHINESE WISDOM Shaking off poverty, China made it

network. This has greatly improved rural
areas’ access to markets and reduced
transportation costs. The government

has also provided housing, healthcare

and education subsidies. Impoverished
households can receive subsidies to
renovate their homes. Free education and
healthcare have been provided to people in
poor areas.

With a highly effective poverty alleviation
strategy, China has brought more people
out of poverty in a shorter period of time
than any other country. At the end of 2020,
China achieved its goal of eliminating
extreme poverty, with nearly 100 million
people in rural areas lifted out of poverty.
China’s success is remarkable and
unparalleled.

Besides, China has also contributed to
global efforts to reduce poverty. China’s
VNR Report on Implementation of the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
released in 2021 notes how its relentless
efforts lifted over 700 million people out
of poverty in about 40 years, contributing
over 70% of global poverty reduction.

The contribution China has made to

the worldwide anti-poverty fight is far-
reaching. Its South-South Cooperation
Assistance Fund provides financial and
technical assistance to countries working
toward anti-poverty goals. It has also
aligned the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)
with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development to create engines for
development and poverty reduction.
According to the World Bank, the BRI is
expected to help lift 7.6 million people
in participating countries out of extreme
poverty, as well as a further 32 million
people out of moderate poverty.

In fact, China’s active involvement in
international cooperation and assistance

to other countries underscores its

Words and expressions

shake off 2, fifi

targeted poverty alleviation #EHEFRTT

per capita /pa 'kapito/ adj. A, “FEEEAR
skyrocket /'skarrokit/ v. ZFF, 5 TF, 8, 5k
rural revitalization /ri:vartalar'zerfon/ 2R %
underlying /ianda'lar-m</ adj. #RAHY
customized /'kastomarzd/ adj. Ef§HY, &K
relocate /irizlov'kert/ v, iT#%; #kiT; HHLE
habitable /'habotobal/ adj. i JE{¥:

conservation /konsa'veifon/ n. (ZhHH#Y). FRMk
)

ranger /'remd3o/ n. FEME B 5L A5

subsidy /'sabsadi/ n. i, %M, Kb

unparalleled /an'paraleld/ adj. JoHH, ToALH;
AXHIRY

relentless /r1'lentlos/ adj. F%H); "RULMH

align /o'lam/ v, ffi—%

underscore /anda'sko:/ v, BiifE
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commitment to helping reduce global

poverty and create a world where poverty
is no longer a barrier to success.

We can say that China’s success in poverty
alleviation has benefited both its own
citizens and people around the world.
Domestically, the Chinese government’s
focus on industrial development, basic
public services, and investment in
education and healthcare has improved the
standard of living for millions of Chinese.
Internationally, China has a large role in
providing aid to other developing countries

Understanding

1 [ Practice reading for details.

and actively participates in poverty
reduction programs of the UN, the World
Bank and other international agencies.

China views shaking off poverty as a
starting point for new endeavors, rather
than an ending point. While the country
has made significant progress in alleviating
poverty, there is still work to be done, such
as preventing people from falling back

into poverty. China’s poverty alleviation
experience offers valuable insights to other
countries seeking to address poverty and
achieve sustainable development.

2 & Answer the following questions according to what you have

learned.

() How did the development of industries that suited local conditions

and satisfied market demand benefit local people?

(2) How can the five measures adopted by China to tackle inadequate

regional development be applied to the anti-poverty fight in other

developing countries? Choose one from the five measures and share

your opinions.

Proper names

the Tujia ethnic group +%j%

the Miao ethnic group #ji%

Shibadong /\ AT (il Ba44 W P 0 50 i I
EAMAESE B SOR BT # 47 BUN )

China’s VNR Report on Implementation
of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development 1 E¥4 5L 2030 4 1] f#45%

KRR 3 A BRI R 5 ) (VNR 2008 :
Voluntary National Review)

the South-South Cooperation Assistance
Fund FRi&1FERINE S (2022 4571500 “&
R AR S )

the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) “—#7i—%”
(EP%
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CHINESE WISDOM Shaking off poverty, China made it
Language in use

Ju—

8 study the words.

8 complete the sentences.

. Translate the paragraph into English.

TR et A ) T P B Ao 23 DR R AR SR TR, AR LR . s Al b 5, IS RH
T AT SR G0 A A 15 o i LA T S0 T2 — BN o R R AR i 3% TR A
RePrse BB, O BRSO T TR Xt R, SR I
ARSI, I RICUISEAT 3y, L RETE S0 ve 37 R A0 52 BLIL [) s 48 5 T JUAs A 20
WERE,

W N

CRITICAL TH I N KI NG Why does China try its best to

help reduce global poverty?
First, as a large world economy, China recognizes its responsibility
to contribute to global development. It is willing to be a responsible
global player by actively participating in reducing global poverty.
Besides, reducing global poverty can lead to global stability and
prosperity, which in turn can benefit its own development. In addition,
traditional Chinese culture also influences China’s commitment to
reducing global poverty. Mozi (5:F) once said that universal love (G£%)
will bring peace and order to the world while mutual animosity (% =)
can only throw the world into disorder.

Work in pairs to discuss how Mozi's idea mentioned above has been reflected
in China’s commitment to reducing global poverty.
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FACE TO FACE

Reducing global poverty is a significant challenge that the international community is

deeply concerned about. The World Bank and other stakeholders have offered financial
and technical assistance to tackle global poverty, but there is still a very long way to
go. Now let’s watch an interview with a World Bank staffer involved in combating global
poverty to learn more about the cause of global poverty reduction.

Introduction

Liu Jinrui
XA

Mr. Liu Jinrui currently works at a World Bank organization
called the International Finance Corporation (IFC). IFC

is a large global development institution dedicated to
supporting developing countries. Mr. Liu’s role involves
helping clients in the infrastructure sector in emerging
markets. IFC can offer them investment and advisory
services for doing business in municipal and environmental
infrastructure sectors. Prior to joining IFC, Mr. Liu worked
at the European Bank of Reconstruction and Development,
where he was responsible for impact assessment and policy
consultation for infrastructure projects.

Working at these multilateral development banks is not
just a job; it is a purposeful journey of enjoying global
opportunities and cross-cultural experiences. Collaborating
with international policymakers and business leaders

gives employees opportunities to help improve the lives of
millions worldwide. Mr. Liu encourages students intrigued
by multilateral development banks to enhance their
technical skills, expand professional knowledge, and above
all, maintain a curious outlook on the world.

4 Work in pairs to discuss the following questions.
1 What impresses you most about the interviewee, Mr. Liu?
2 What should you do if you want to prepare yourself to work in a

multilateral development bank someday?
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he three dimensions in UNDP’s MPI are health, education and standard of

living. Specifically, deprivations are measured by ten indicators spanning the
three dimensions: health indicators include nutrition and child mortality; education
indicators include years of schooling and school attendance; standard of living
indicators include cooking fuel, sanitation, drinking water, electricity, housing, and
assets.

You are going to attend a Youth Summit held by the World Bank Group for young
people worldwide to engage with pressing issues facing their generation. Poverty is
one of the issues. Since Sub-Saharan Africa is the central battlefield of global poverty
alleviation today, you are going to talk about “alleviating multidimensional poverty in
Sub-Saharan Africa.” You will make a proposal to address the deprivations in one of
the three major dimensions there. You can use the following steps in preparation for
the summit.

i .‘i

STEPI RESEARBH AND DISCUSS -

TEE

Collaborate in groups to research the deprivations in one of the three dimensions

in Sub-Saharan Africa. Afterward, engage in a group discussion on the reasons for
those deprivations and the measures that could be taken to tackle the problems. Fill
in the table below.

Deprivations Reasons Measures

48 UNIT 2

W U2-U6-I%F.indd 48 :‘t 23-12-26 F/F5:27 (




STEP2 DRAFT AND PRESENT

Collaborate within the group to draft a proposal to address the
deprivations in one of the three dimensions your group members

have chosen. Next, select one member to present it to the class. After
classmates and the teacher provide feedback and suggestions, you can
refine the proposal on your own, rather than working with your group
members. Then, write a speech draft based on it.

Here are some helpful words and phrases for completing your task:

priority disadvantage labor dignity foreign aid joint
transformative socioeconomic concern disproportionately
quality education shelter discrimination guarantee integrated
development strategy relevance entrepreneurship fundamental
contribute to have access to
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In this step, VR technology allows you to attend the summit as if you
were on the scene. During the VR summit, you first listen to some
speeches given by the representatives from other organizations. You
may revise your speech draft based on their viewpoints. Then, present
your final speech to the summit. You can complete the task with a
headset or through a web browser.
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UNIT REVIEW

You have completed this unit.
Congratulatior‘ow you may
go to the online course on
Ucampus to check if you have
achieved the learning objectives
of this unit and review what you
have learned. 4
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