
Arrivals and 
departures

Is travel all in the mind?
Visit the beautiful French countryside –
from an armchair

The hotel, the conference and the rival folk 
dancers

A story from Lithuania

How to be a green tourist
Pick up some tips on the do’s and don’ts 
of 21st-century travelling



1 Work in pairs. Talk about the advantages and 
disadvantages of travel.

2 Look at the title of the passage. What do you 
think is an “armchair traveller”?

Now read the passage and check your answer.
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Active reading (1)



Marcel Pagnol 
(1895–1974) 
was a French 

novelist, playwright, and film-
maker, whose work was set in 
Provence, France. He explored 
the relationships between people 
in small country villages, and the 
difficulties of their lives there.

Provence is a region in the 
southeast of France, famous for 
its countryside, its food and the 
cities of Aix, Marseille, Avignon, 
St Tropez, Cannes and Nice.

The Alps is a range of mountains 
which pass through south-
eastern France, Switzerland, 
Germany, Austria and Italy.

The Mediterranean is the sea 
that has Europe to the north, 
North Africa to the south, and 
Western Asia to the east.

Language
and culture

The armchair traveller

 1 George lived on his own in a flat in south London. He lived alone by 
choice, because he felt overwhelmed by the stupidity of people and 
the ugliness of his surroundings. As we all know, London is not a 
beautiful city today, and the climate is unpleasant. For George, the 
city was like an over-familiar elderly lady, who in the right light, 
reminded him of her past beauty, but who had lately become rather 
tiresome.

 2 His lifestyle was modest and his financial circumstances allowed 
him to spend his days in an old and comfortable armchair, wearing 
a dressing gown and reading great works of literature. Despite his 
cynical and pessimistic nature, he especially enjoyed the classic 
works of travel writing, so that from the deep warmth of his 
armchair, he could travel in his mind to the farthest reaches of the 
world.

 3 One morning, he was browsing through a book by Marcel Pagnol, 
whose visions of Provence in southern France have inspired several 
generations. Set against the dramatic background of, on the one side, 
the low mountains of the Alps, and on the other, by the deep blue of 
the Mediterranean Sea, Provence has a tradition of farming and local 
crafts. To Pagnol, it was a rural and conservative region, with an 
instinct not to trust strangers.

 4 But George also knew, through his reading elsewhere, that Provence 
was a place which attracted the rich and the artistic. It was home to 
painters such as Picasso, Cézanne and Van Gogh, to writers such as 
Graham Greene, Ernest Hemingway and Émile Zola, and to actors 
such as Roger Vadim and Brigitte Bardot. The beaches of St Tropez, 
the Film Festival at Cannes, the restaurants in Grasse and the hotels 
in Nice all created a vision of unimaginable glamour.

 5 But was it so unimaginable? As he continued to read, he became 
increasingly keen to see Provence for himself. Unable to contain his 
curiosity, he got dressed and went to a travel agency. After some 
hurried discussion, he understood that he only needed to take 
himself to the station to board a train which would take him directly 
to Avignon, in the heart of Provence.
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 6 Such was his astonishment that a journey, so rich in ideas, colours and impressions, 
could be made with such little effort, a train ride of a mere six hours, that he went 
straight to the station, bought a ticket and booked a seat.

 7 It was early, and George had time to spare before the train left. Near by the station 
was a French restaurant offering customers meals full of the Mediterranean, fresh 
fish straight from the market, cheese, wine, olives, herbs and fruit and vegetables 
coloured with the sun. He chose a table by the window, and ordered a meal the 
like of which he would have found in the Old Port of Marseille.

 8 But as the departure time approached, George gradually became tired, partly 
because of the effects of the large meal, but partly because he realized that it would 
be very tiring to make the journey. He sensed that he would have to hurry along 
the platform, search for his reserved seat, push his way through the crowds of 
other travellers, and remain uncomfortably seated – at least in comparison with 
his armchair at home – for six long hours. And when he arrived, he would have to 
find a hotel, sleep in an unfamiliar bed, and look for the sights, sounds and smells 
which his dreams had already been so effective in describing to him. Was it really 
necessary to go to Provence? In his imagination, wasn’t he already there? Surely 
it would be disappointing if his vision was not matched by the reality, at the very 
least? Wouldn’t it be simpler, safer just to stay here at home in London?

 9 George was suddenly struck by the realization that as a stranger, he would never 
experience the warmth and colours of his mind. Perhaps the Provence of Pagnol, 
like elsewhere in the world, might be the reality. Perhaps it was just a nuisance to 
travel abroad at all?

10 So George paid the restaurant bill, got the bus back to his south London flat, and 
resolved never to leave home again. 
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Reading and understanding
3 Choose the best summary of the passage.

 1 George spent most of his life in south London 
because he knew he would never experience 
in reality what he experienced in his mind.

 2 George liked the idea of travel in his 
imagination, but didn’t like the reality.

 3 George had always wanted to see Provence, 
but he was concerned about personal safety.

4 Answer the questions.
1 What was the result of George’s overall 

impression of London?
2 How did George spend his days in his flat?
3 How did George’s vision of Provence differ 

from Pagnol’s?
4 What convinced George to see Provence for 

himself?
5 Why did George choose to have a meal in the 

French restaurant before his journey?
6 What disadvantages did George begin to see 

about travel?
7 What did George fear might be the reality of 

Provence, compared with his original vision?

Dealing with unfamiliar words
5 Complete the sentences with the correct form 

of the words below.
comparison    financial    imagination    keen    
overwhelm    resolve    surroundings
1 George  that he would be so 

 by the discomfort of travelling to 
Provence that he’d prefer to stay at home. 

2 He  his lifestyle in London with 
Pagnol’s vision of Provence.

3 He was  on travel literature.
4 He didn’t spend much so his personal 

 were good.
5 In Provence you’re  by the Alps, by 

the sea and by painters, writers, glamour and 
wealth.

6 He made a firm  in the future to stay 
at home.

6 Replace the underlined words with the correct 
form of the words below. You may need to 
make other changes.
browse    craft    cynical    directly    elderly    
increasingly    nuisance    pessimistic    realization
1 My parents are quite aged and they can’t travel 

as much as they used to.
2 When we only had 20 minutes to change 

flights, we were gloomy about our bags 
arriving with us at our destination.

3 He was distrustful about the good intentions 
of strangers, so he rarely talked to anyone on 
train journeys.

4 On a long journey, I like to look through a 
magazine and look out of the window.

5 Olive oil and soap are among the many 
traditional handmade products in Provence.

6 Because of security checks, it has become 
more and more tiresome to travel by plane.

7 As soon as he arrived in Marseille, he went 
straight to his hotel.

8 The sudden awareness that travel can be 
uncomfortable made him turn round and go 
back home.

9 It’s such an irritation that you need a visa to 
enter the US.
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Developing critical thinking
9 Work in pairs and discuss the questions.

1 What are the advantages of being an armchair 
traveller?

2 What aspects of Chinese life and customs do you 
think visitors to China might find unusual? 

3 Do you think there would be benefits to raise 
China’s cultural profile in other countries? What 
initiatives would you organize?

7 Answer the questions about the expressions.
1 When you live on your own, do you share your home with 

other people?
2 If you do something by choice, do you have to do it?
3 If you examine something in the right light, are you 

examining it fairly or unfairly?
4 If you have money to spare, do you have enough or not 

enough money?
5 When you push your way through the people, is it likely to 

be crowded?
6 If something is in comparison with something else, are they 

likely to be different, or as good as each other?
7 If you do something in your own imagination, do you really 

do it?

Reading and interpreting
8 Look at the questions from the passage and decide what 

the writer’s inner voice is.
1 Was it really necessary to go to Provence?
2 In his imagination, wasn’t he already there?
3 Wouldn’t it be simpler, safer just to stay here at home in 

London?
4 Perhaps it was just a nuisance to travel abroad at all?

The writer’s inner voice

Writers often use questions to which we 
know the answers. They interrupt their 
story with these questions, which suggest 
their inner voice – what they’re really 
thinking.

But was it so unimaginable? suggests that 
after describing the glamour of the south 
of France, George suddenly realized that 
he could imagine going there.

Sometimes these questions are not 
questions at all, but only finish with a 
question mark, for example, Surely it 
would be disappointing if his vision was 
not matched by the reality, at the very 
least?
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Talking point
Look at the list of attractions of travel and 
number them in order of importance to you. 
(1 = most important, 12 = least important)

 relaxing
 learning the local language
 escaping boredom
 getting some peace and quiet
 discovering new places
 trying new food
 finding a boyfriend / girlfriend
 going sightseeing
 enjoying great nightlife
 seeing exotic countryside
 having adventures
 mending a broken heart

Now work in pairs and compare your answers.
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1 Work in pairs. What was your most memorable 
travel experience? Think about:
•	 where you went
•	 why you went there
•	 what your general impression was
•	 who you met
•	 what happened
•	 how you felt

2 Read the definition of duel and predict if the 
passage is likely to be serious or funny.
duel to fight using guns or swords, used in the 

past by men of high social status to defend 
their honour after being insulted

Now read the passage and check your answer.

Active reading (2)

98 UNIT 6



Duelling by folk dance

 1 From Vilnius, we set off to Druskininkai, on the Lithuanian border 
with Poland and Belarus. It’s a spa town, famous for its treatment 
of problems with joints, muscles and other illnesses. All of this 
made our destination especially attractive after a four-hour journey 
in a van across and around a series of potholes which our driver 
amusingly referred to as “the highway”.

 2 On a warm July night, when the sun never sets properly, we came to 
a halt outside a sleepy hotel in a pine forest and got out. The man at 
reception seemed surprised to see us, but gave us rooms when the 
British Council man showed his diplomatic passport. It was late and 
we decided to rest because the next day we had an early start at the 
conference.

 3 No sooner had I closed my eyes than a car arrived at top speed, and 
with a scream of brakes, stopped below my window. Car doors were 
slammed, there was a banging on the hotel door, a noisy greeting 
by the man at reception, and a further crash as the door was opened 
and closed.

 4 Silence. Sleep.

 5 Two minutes later, the same thing happened. This continued at 
approximately two-minute intervals until four or five o’clock in the 
morning. Then it began again, but in reverse, noisy goodbyes, doors 
opening, closing, car doors slamming, and driving away.

 6 Next morning, we sat round the breakfast table talking, hoping that 
one of us had got some sleep. No such luck.

 7 At the opening of the conference, the man from the Ministry of 
Education took 30 minutes to tell the 500 English teachers that 
English was important, that teachers were important, and that 
English teachers were very important. Someone shouted, “So 
why don’t you pay us more?”, and was invited to leave rather 
urgently by two large men at the back of the hall. Then the mayor 
of Druskininkai took 35 minutes to welcome everyone to the town, 
stressing its fame as a spa, which by now we all knew. It was then 
my turn to give the opening speech, an hour-long lecture in the 
remaining ten minutes.

Vilnius is 
the capital 
of Lithuania. 

Before 1945, the borders 
between Poland, Lithuania and 
Belarus, the three neighbouring 
North European countries, 
changed several times over many 
years. From 1945 these countries 
were part of, or closely allied to, 
the Soviet Union. Poland and 
Lithuania are now part of the 
European Union.

The British Council is a cultural 
and educational organization 
funded by the British government.

Language
and culture
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 8 Later, we met the mayor. My colleague mentioned the noisy hotel, and the 
mayor smiled and said, “No problem. I close it. You sleep good tonight.”

 9 The mayor was as good as his word: that night. Our accommodation was again 
just a sleepy hotel. The problem was that no one had told the other guests. Every 
two minutes, as usual, cars arrived, doors slammed, banged, opened and closed. 
Only this time, the whole process included a loud and violent-sounding exchange 
with the owner as he explained that the hotel was closed. Not surprisingly, the 
customers were upset by this news and drove away noisily. At about midnight 
and at two o’clock, the police also came round to check the mayor’s instructions 
were being kept. Doing this properly also meant doing it noisily.

10 Later that evening there was a farewell party for everyone at the conference. 
The entertainment was traditional Lithuanian folk singing and dancing. But 
unfortunately, not one but two song-and-dance groups had been booked, not 
only rivals but deadly enemies, and neither wanted to yield to the other. So 
there was in turn a song by the first group, and then a dance by the second, then 
a dance by the first, and a song by the second, and so on. While the first group 
was performing, the second group sat at the back of the stage whispering loudly 
and making violent gestures.

11 The effect of the duelling folk groups was that the concert was twice as long as 
had been intended. After a while, one or two members of the audience decided 
that they had lost the will to live, and, bent double so as not to be noticed, left 
through a door on the right of the stage. Of course, the behaviour of a few 
sparked a more widespread revolt, with 40, 50, 60 or more trying to disappear 
through the door.

12 I too decided to follow the crowds who were by now 
leaving from the audience. I was puzzled anyway, because I 
remembered that the door on the right led only to a dead end. 
Sure enough, once through the door, I was right – no way 
out. A hundred or more people were squashed into a large 
cupboard, everyone too embarrassed to correct their mistake 
by leaving, everyone laughing as quietly as they could.

13 Outside, there was a swell of music and some vigorous high-
step dancing when suddenly, to the astonishment of both 
dance groups and the few remaining people in the audience, 
the door burst open, hundreds of people fell out and ran away, 
with handkerchiefs stuffed in their mouths to stop themselves 
laughing.

14 Next day, we drove to the border. The conference had been a 
great success. 
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Reading and understanding
3 Choose the best way to complete the 

sentences.
1 Druskininkai was an attractive destination to 

the writer because .
(a) the journey was uncomfortable
(b) it was a spa town
(c) he had muscle problems
(d) there was a highway directly to it

2 For the writer, the main problem with the hotel 
was caused by .
(a) the other guests
(b) the man at reception who welcomed 

everyone
(c) the noise which stopped him from sleeping
(d) the British Council man

3 The writer had to give his speech in ten 
minutes because .
(a) the mayor of Druskininkai told everyone 

what they already knew
(b) the man from the Ministry of Education told 

everyone what they already knew
(c) the two speakers before him talked for too 

long
(d) his speech was too long

4 When the mayor closed the hotel, .
(a) everyone was able to sleep
(b) the police woke everyone up
(c) the owner of the hotel ignored him
(d) the noise was worse than the night before

5 People wanted to leave the concert . 
(a) because it was so long and boring
(b) in order not to offend the performers
(c) so they stood up and left the hall
(d) when they saw other people going out 

through a door on the stage
6 The writer describes the different incidents in 

the story in a way which shows his .
(a) amusement 
(b) frustration
(c) surprise
(d) anger

Dealing with unfamiliar words
4 Replace the underlined words with the correct 

form of the words below.
fame    joint    reverse    rival    series    spark    
stuff    yield
1 Spa treatment in Druskininkai is good for many 

problems with elbows and knees.
2 The road was in very poor condition, with a line 

of potholes one after the other.
3 When the guests left, they did everything in 

the opposite order, from noisy goodbyes to 
driving away.

4 The reputation of Druskininkai, Baden-Baden, 
Vichy and Bath is because of their spas.

5 The two groups who had been booked to play 
were competitors.

6 Neither group wanted to give way and let the 
other group take its place.

7 A small number of people caused an incident 
in which a large number of people left.

8 The small room at the side of the stage was 
filled with the people who had wanted to leave.

5 Complete the sentences with the correct form 
of the words below.
bang    deadly    diplomatic    farewell    halt    
revolt    vigorous
1 When you work for the  Service, you 

work in an embassy.
2 If the door is locked, but you want to make the 

person inside hear, you can use your fist to 
make a  noise.

3 It’s the law to come to a  when you’re 
driving and you see a red traffic light.

4 When you leave your job, you may be invited 
to a  dinner.

5 If a number of people disagree with the 
government, there’s a risk of .

6 Folk dancing can involve a lot of  
physical exercise.

7 Don’t eat those berries, they are .
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Developing critical thinking
7 Work in pairs and discuss the questions.

1 Do you understand the humour and irony 
in the passage?

2 Do you think it’s better to make an 
anecdote more amusing by exaggerating 
the events, or it’s better to be factual?

3 To what extent should travellers adapt to 
local circumstances?

Reading and interpreting
6 Work in pairs. Look at the sentences from the passage and 

answer the questions.
1 … we came to a halt outside a sleepy hotel … 

What is ironic about the use of the word sleepy?
2 … and was invited to leave rather urgently by two large 

men at the back of the hall.
Do you think the person was asked or made to leave? Who 
do you think the two men worked for?

3 It was then my turn to give the opening speech, an hour-
long lecture in the remaining ten minutes. 
How do you think the writer felt about the time left for his 
speech?

4 … the second group sat at the back of the stage 
whispering loudly and making violent gestures. 
How can you whisper loudly? What kind of gestures would 
be violent?

5 … one or two members of the audience decided that they 
had lost the will to live …
Why did they lose the will to live? How did they really feel?

6 … hundreds of people fell out and ran away, with 
handkerchiefs stuffed in their mouths to stop themselves 
laughing.
Why were they laughing so much? Can you describe their 
feelings at this point in the story?

Humour through irony

A writer’s style is always part of the 
message. In this passage, much of the 
communicative effectiveness comes 
from the writer’s ironical style – the use 
of words with a different, or opposite, 
sense from the usual meaning, often for 
humorous effect.

The writer describes a series of absurd 
situations in an exaggerated and ironic 
way. For example, … after a four-hour 
journey in a van across and around 
a series of potholes which our driver 
amusingly referred to as “the highway”, 
suggests the road was in a very poor 
state, but the driver referred to it as 
“the highway”. The irony is that their 
destination is a spa town, famous 
for treating problems with joints and 
muscles, such as those you might suffer 
after a long journey.
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Talking point
Work in pairs. You’re planning a trip somewhere. Decide where 
you’re going and which of the following things you’ll need for 
the trip. You can only take five things. Think about extreme 
weather or inhospitable places. Be adventurous!

  mobile phone    backpack    map
  camera    credit card    currency
  food    guidebook    medical kit
  portable charger    passport
  phrase book    sleeping bag
  suitcase    swimsuit
  tent    water bottle
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Language in use

The pattern no sooner … 
than can be used to suggest 
that one thing happened 
very quickly after another. 
It’s often used with the 
past perfect tense and with 
inverted word order.

We use despite / in spite 
of + noun / V-ing for saying 
that something happens 
even though something 
else might have prevented 
it. Despite and in spite of 
mean exactly the same, but 
despite is more frequent.

no sooner … than
1 Look at the sentence.

As soon as I closed my eyes, a car arrived at top speed …
You can rewrite it like this:
No sooner had I closed my eyes than a car arrived at top speed …

Now rewrite the sentences using no sooner … than.
1 As soon as he got dressed, he went to a travel agency.
2 As soon as he realized the nuisance of travelling abroad, he paid his bill 

and went home.
3 As soon as we got in our rooms, we decided to rest.
4 As soon as one group finished singing, the other group started dancing.
5 As soon as people realized how long the concert was going to be, they 

began to leave.

despite / in spite of
2 Look at the sentence.

He had a cynical and pessimistic nature. But he especially enjoyed the 
classic works of travel writing.
You can rewrite it like this:
Despite / In spite of his cynical and pessimistic nature, he especially enjoyed 
the classic works of travel writing.

Now rewrite the sentences using despite / in spite of.
1 London reminded George of her past beauty. But it had become rather 

tiresome.
2 It had an instinct not to trust strangers. But it was a place which attracted 

the rich and the artistic.
3 He had a vision of unimaginable glamour. But he became keen to see 

Provence for himself.
4 He bought a ticket and booked a seat. But he decided it would be 

simpler to stay in London.
5 The man seemed surprised to see us. But he gave us rooms.

Comparative structures
3 Rewrite the sentences using x times as + adj. / adv. + as.

1 The Himalayas are twice higher than the Alps. 
2 Provence was ten times more beautiful than he had thought.
3 The journey was three times longer than he wanted.
4 Their speeches took six times longer than my lecture.
5 The theatre was ten times larger than any they had performed in before.

We usually use as + adj. / 
adv. + as to say that people 
and things are the same as 
each other.
The second night at the 
hotel was as noisy as the 
first one.

We can also use x times as 
+ adj. / adv. + as.
... the concert was twice as 
long as intended means the 
same as:
... the concert was twice 
longer than intended.
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Verbs which often go before:
curiosity arouse satisfy    

show

Nouns which often go after:
farewell dinner party    

speech
keen awareness eye    

hearing intellect    
interest sense    
sight

vigorous action activity     
debate exercise

yield benefit profit    
result

Expressions with:
fame rise to fame    
                 fame and fortune
halt bring to a halt    
                 call a halt to something

Collocations
4 Complete the sentences with suitable expressions from the 

collocation box. Sometimes more than one collocation is possible.
1 Forty of her colleagues gathered for her  .
2 They demanded more   to reduce the amount 

of traffic.
3 My friend’s a tireless traveller with a   for 

finding the cheapest fares.
4 His    while reading a book about 

Provence, and he wanted to find out more.
5 Leonardo DiCaprio    through the 

film Titanic.
6 Surely it is time to     all 

vehicles on the pavement.
7 When all the bills had been paid, the folk dance in the village hall 

 a  of £100.

Translation
5 Translate the paragraph into Chinese.
 Couch surfing is travelling on a budget, using a broad network of 

contacts in order to get overnight accommodation for free, or at as 
little cost as possible. Participants join dedicated websites, providing 
as much information about themselves as possible in order to make 
others feel comfortable hosting them, or using them as a host. Various 
safety features are generally available in such online networks, like 
verification ( 验证 ) of names and addresses, personal references, 
and “vouching for” a particular member as a reliable host or guest. 
In addition to the financial advantages of couch surfing, participants 
also claim that the practice gives them a more unique, authentic 
travel experience, allowing them to experience culture and cuisine 
through the locals. “We open our minds and lives and welcome the 
knowledge that becomes available through cultural exchange,” said 
Casey Fenton, founder of Couchsurfing.com. “Couchsurfing wants to 
change not only the way we travel, but how we relate to the world.”

6 Translate the paragraph into English.
	 丝绸之路（the Silk Road）是历史上连接中国和地中海的一条重要贸易

路线。因为这条路上的丝绸贸易占绝大部分，因此被称为“丝绸之路”。

这条古道从长安开始，经过河西走廊（the Hexi Corridor）, 到达巴基斯

坦（Pakistan）、印度，甚至罗马。作为国际贸易的通道和文化交流的桥梁，

丝绸之路促进了东西方经济文化的交流，并对中西方社会经济的发展乃

至文明的进程都有着深远的影响。 
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Reading across cultures

Ecotourism 
As a thoughtful and responsible traveller, there are several things you 

can do to avoid affecting or damaging the sights you have come to see. 

It’s important to be aware of the economic, cultural and environmental 

effects of tourism. The more you put into your trip, the more you’ll get 

out of it.

Find out about your destination. This doesn’t just mean reading the 

guidebooks. For example, before you go, look out for news and current 

events about the area you’re planning to visit. Try to learn a few words 

of the local language.

Respect local customs and traditions, such as wearing the right 

clothes or being careful about taking photos. Try to remember that 

appropriate behaviour for you may not be transferable to another 

culture. Remember that you’re not just a tourist, you’re a guest.

Don’t show how wealthy you are. Your belongings, like cameras, 

wristwatches or jewellery, may create a barrier between you and the 

local people. Keep them out of sight.

Conserve resources. Be aware that, as a visitor, you may be using 

valuable resources, for instance, water, wood and food, which may 

already be under pressure. A large hotel in the middle of nowhere uses 

more resources than small family-run accommodation.

Follow the leave-no-trace rules. Take home everything you brought, 

such as packaging, paper and litter. Don’t take home anything you 

didn’t bring and which may have an impact on the environment, such 

as plants or souvenirs made from animal products.

Support the local economy. For example, eat local food and use 

local transport, restaurants, markets and guides. It’s important that the 

money you spend remains within the local community and creates jobs.

Follow up your visit. Your visit doesn’t end with your flight home. 

There’s lots more you can do, for instance, you can stay in touch with 

the people and the places you visited, and share your experiences with 

people back home and read up about what you’ve learnt. Sustain your 

interest by supporting suitable conservation agencies. Try and write an 

article for publication in a local newspaper or magazine.

If you don’t appreciate being a visitor, why do you want to leave home 

in the first place?  

1 Read the passage and answer 
the questions.
1 Why would you need to be a 

thoughtful and responsible 
traveller?

2 How can you find out about 
your destination?

3 What sort of behaviour may 
not be appropriate?

4 Why might wearing a 
wristwatch create a barrier?

5 What resources might you use 
as a visitor?

6 Why should you not bring 
home plants and souvenirs 
made from animal products?

7 How would you define 
ecotourism?

2 Work in pairs and discuss the 
questions.
1 What places in China are 

famous tourist destinations?
2 Do you think people in China 

are aware of ecotourism?
3 To what extent do tourists in 

China follow the advice in the 
passage?

4 How can the principles of 
ecotourism become better 
known?
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Guided writing

When we want to develop an argument or explain 
something more fully, we often need to introduce 
examples.

Giving examples for example / for instance Notice how both 
expressions are followed by a comma. Remember 
that for instance is more frequently used in the middle 
of a sentence with commas before and after it.

such as / like Such as is more common than like. Take 
note not to use as on its own.

1 Look at the sentences from the passage in 
Reading across cultures.
1 For example, before you go, look out for news 

and current events about the area you’re planning 
to visit.

2 Respect local customs and traditions, such as 
wearing the right clothes or being careful about 
taking photos.

3 Your belongings, like cameras, wristwatches or 
jewellery, may create a barrier between you and 
the local people.

4 ... you may be using valuable resources, for 
instance, water, wood and food, which may 
already be under pressure.

Now find other sentences which use the same 
words and expressions.

2 Write a short passage about a place you know 
and what you should do to be a responsible 
visitor there.
•	 Describe where it is.

Lashihai Watershed is situated along …
•	 Say why it’s a good place to visit.

It has been established as a nature reserve  
by …

•	 Give examples of what you can do to be a 
responsible tourist there.
There are many attractions on offer, such as 
bird-watching and …
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1 Work in pairs. Imagine your dream trip and 
discuss the questions.
•	 Where in the world would you most like to 

visit?
•	 Who would you go with?
•	 How would you get there?
•	 What would you eat and drink?
•	 Who would you most like to meet there?
•	 Who would you least like to meet there?
•	 What would spoil your trip?

Unit file

Unit task

Vocabulary
bang    browse    comparison    
craft    cynical    deadly    diplomatic    
directly    elderly    fame    farewell    
financial    halt    imagination    
increasingly    joint    keen    
nuisance    overwhelm    pessimistic    

realization    resolve    reverse    
revolt    rival    series    spark   stuff    
surroundings    vigorous    yield

Reading skills
The writer’s inner voice
Humour through irony

Guided writing
Giving examples

Unit task
Describing a dream trip

Describing a dream trip

•	 Who would you send a postcard or an email to 
back home?

2 Write a passage describing your dream trip.

3 Work in pairs. Compare your passages. Did you 
agree on all your answers?

Now tell the rest of the class about your dream 
trip.
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