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Text A

H a If a D ay Naguib Mahfouz

1 | walked alongside my father, clutching his right hand. All my clothes were new: the
black shoes, the green school uniform, and the red cap. They did not make me happy,
however, as this was the day | was to be thrown into school for the first time.

2 My mother stood at the window watching our progress, and | turned towards her from
time to time, hoping she would help. We walked along a street lined with gardens and
fields planted with crops, pears, and date palms.

3 “Why school?” | asked my father. “What have | done?”

4 “I’m not punishing you,” he said, laughing. “School’s not a punishment. It’s a place that
makes useful men out of boys. Don’t you want to be useful like your brothers?”

s | was not convinced. | did not believe there was really any good to be had in tearing me
away from my home and throwing me into the huge, high-walled building.

6  When we arrived at the gate we could see the courtyard, vast and full of boys and girls.
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“Go in by yourself,” said my father, “and join them. Put a smile on your face and be a good
example to others.”

I hesitated and clung to his hand, but he gently pushed me from him. “Be a man,” he said.
“Today you truly begin life. You’ll find me waiting for you when it’s time to leave.”

I took a few steps. Then the faces of the boys and girls came into view. | did not know a
single one of them, and none of them knew me. | felt | was a stranger who had lost his way.
But then some boys began to glance at me in curiosity, and one of them came over and
asked, “Who brought you?”

“My father,” | whispered.
“My father’s dead,” he said simply.

I did not know what to say. The gate was now closed. Some of the children burst into tears.
The bell rang. A lady came along, followed by a group of men. The men began sorting us
into ranks. We were formed into an intricate pattern in the great courtyard surrounded by
high buildings; from each floor we were overlooked by a long balcony roofed in wood.

“This is your new home,” said the woman. “There are mothers and fathers here too.
Everything that is enjoyable and beneficial is here. So dry your tears and face life joyfully.”

Well, it seemed that my misgivings had had no basis. From the first moments I made many
friends and fell in love with many girls. | had never imagined school would have this rich
variety of experiences.

We played all sorts of games. In the music room we sang our first songs. We also had our
first introduction to language. We saw a globe of the Earth, which revolved and showed the
various continents and countries. We started learning numbers, and we were told the story
of the Creator of the universe. We ate delicious food, took a little nap, and woke up to go
on with friendship and love, playing and learning.

Our path, however, was not totally sweet and unclouded. We had to be observant and
patient. It was not all a matter of playing and fooling around. Rivalries could bring about
pain and hatred or give rise to fighting. And while the lady would sometimes smile, she
would often yell and scold. Even more frequently she would resort to physical punishment.

In addition, the time for changing one’s mind was over and gone and there was no question
of ever returning to the paradise of home. Nothing lay ahead of us but exertion, struggle,
and perseverance. Those who were able took advantage of the opportunities for success and
happiness that presented themselves.
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Notes on the Text

1. About the author and the text

The bell rang, announcing the passing of the day and the end of work. The children
rushed towards the gate, which was opened again. | said goodbye to friends and
sweethearts and passed through the gate. | looked around but found no trace of my father,
who had promised to be there. | stepped aside to wait. When | had waited for a long time
in vain, | decided to return home on my own. | walked a few steps, then came to a startled
halt. Good Lord! Where was the street lined with gardens? Where had it disappeared
to? When did all these cars invade it? And when did all these people come to rest on the
surface? How did these hills of rubbish find their way to cover the sides? And where
were the fields that bordered it? High buildings had taken over, the street was full of
children, and disturbing noises shook the air. Here and there stood conjurers showing off
their tricks or making snakes appear and disappear from baskets. Then there was a band
announcing the opening of a circus, with clowns and weight lifters walking in front.

Good Lord! I was in a daze. My head spun. | almost went crazy. How could all this have
happened in half a day, between morning and sunset? | would find the answer at home
with my father. But where was my home? | hurried towards the crossroads, because |
remembered that | had to cross the street to reach our house, but the stream of cars would
not let up. Extremely irritated, | wondered when | would be able to cross.

I stood there a long time, until the young boy employed at the ironing shop on the corner
came up to me.

He stretched out his arm and said, “Grandpa, let me take you across.”

Naguib Mahfouz (4477 - E4§2%) was born in 1911 in Cairo (J7%') and died in 2006. He
was the first Arabic-language author awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature (1988). He
published over 100 short stories and 30 novels, 16 of which have been adapted for films.
His works have been compared in spirit and tone to the social realism of Balzac (7 [E %
%/t ERFLTE) and Dickens (JE[E 344/ M 2. His early work, The Cairo
Trilogy (1957), describes the changes in three generations of a middle-class urban Cairo
family. “Half a Day” which first appeared in English in The Time and the Place and
Other Stories, was published in 1991. It is an allegorical tale, an example of the modern,
experimental mode of writing that Mahfouz adopted in his later years.

. Cultural background

The changes described in the text about the little town and the presence of such things as
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date palms and snake charmers, plus the introductory material on the author suggest that
the story most likely takes place in an Arabic cultural setting, perhaps in Egypt. The school
life in the story may reflect the country’s social conditions in the early 20th century but it
is also universal to a large degree.

3. ... we were told the story of the Creator of the universe. (para. 14)

“Creator” means God for Christians or Allah for Muslims. It is always capitalized.

border /'bo:da(r)/
circus /'s3:1(r)kos/
cling /klm/

clown /klaun/

clutch /klat [/
conjurer /'kandzora(r)/

creator /kri:'erto(r)/

crossroads /'krpsroudz/
curiosity / kjuort'sit1/
daze /derz/

exertion /1g'z3:[on/
halt /ho:lt/

hatred /'hertrid/
intricate /'intrikrt/

invade /mn'verd/
irritated /'mritertid/
joyfully /'dzorful1/
lift /1ift/

lord /1o:d/

V, e PR, 5K

n. kAl

v. (clung, clung) to hold closely; to refuse to let go %, Z4&
n. a person who performs in a circus, wears funny clothes and
makeup, and tries to make people laugh

v. to hold tightly %2914k, S iE(E:

n. a person who entertains people by performing tricks in
which things appear, disappear, or change as if by magic & &
i

n. one who makes sth. for the first time )5 3%, the Creator: ( 52
) EYE

. a place where two or more roads cross each other =z W % 1

. the desire to learn and know #7-7j.[»

. in a ~: a state of being unable to think clearly J=okk %S

. great effort %475, A7)

. a stop or pause

. feelings of strong dislike

adj. containing many small parts or details that all work or fit
together 4255 211

v. to enter an area in large numbers, crowd into ji A

adj. annoyed and impatient

adv. very happily

V. #; %%, weight ~ers: people who compete in contests of
strength by lifting heavy objects

n. master, male ruler; good Lord: reference to God, used when
one is suddenly surprised, annoyed or worried

> S5 S5 35 S5 S
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misgivings / mis'givinz/
nap /naep/

observant /ob'z3:vont/
opportunity /,ppa't juinity/

overlook /,auva'luk/

palm /paim/

paradise /'paerodaiz/

perseverance
/,p3is1'viorans/

rank /repk/

resort /r1'zo:t/

revolve /r1'vplv/
rivalry /'rarvalri/
sort /soxt/

startled /'sta:tld/
stretch /stret [/
sweetheart /'swiitha:t/
trace /trers/

unclouded /an'klaudid/

vain /vein/

Preview

n. (pl.) feelings of doubt and fear Jiji j&

n. a short sleep

adj. quick to notice; (here) careful to obey rules &<y 01

n. a chance

v. to see a place from above, e.g. from a high building or
window {fff 4

n. FEAER; date ~: HPAL

n. heaven x4

n. determination to keep trying to do sth. in spite of difficulties
WRFEAG AR AR

n. a line or row of people or things HF; 41|

v. ~ to sth.: to do or use sth. especially because no other
choices are possible

v. to move or turn in a circle around a central point

n. se4

n. a kind or a type

v. to put things in a particular order

adj. surprised and often slightly frightened

V. fHIfE, ~out: {#1H

n. a person one loves

n. a sign or indication of sth./sh. being present i 4 ; JEil

adj. without any cloud; (here) untroubled by

n. in ~: without result; without success; without producing a
good or desired result

Kl Listen to the recording of the text and decide whether the statements are true

(T) or false (F).

1. The boy comes from a poor family and is afraid of being looked down upon

by other kids in school.

The boy’s father takes his son’s education very seriously.
The boy is favorably impressed by the big gates, high walls and tall

buildings of the school.
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The boy has many misgivings about school and they all turn out to be true.
The lady appears to be kind, but she can be tough and severe too.

The boy likes school because he can spend all his time playing and
fooling around there.

The story could not really have happened in half a day.

The boy seems to be particularly interested in such subjects as music,
geography, language, mathematics, and natural science.

9. The boy’s father does not come to take him home as he has promised because
the narrator is now no longer the little boy so many years ago. He has mixed
up the present with the past. He is now actually a very old man.

10. The narrator does not recognize the street on his way home because many
years have passed and many changes have taken place in the town during
his lifetime.

Read the text for better comprehension and complete the following tasks.

1 Explain the following sentences paying special attention to the parts in bold type.

1.

9.
10.
11.

My mother stood at the window watching our progress.

It’s a place that makes useful men out of boys.

I did not believe there was really any good to be had in tearing me away from
my home.

The men began sorting us into ranks.

Rivalries could bring about pain and hatred or give rise to fighting.

Those who were able took advantage of the opportunities for success and
happiness that presented themselves.

When | had waited for a long time in vain, | decided to return home on my own.
When did all these cars invade it?

Then there was a band announcing the opening of a circus...

... but the stream of cars would not let up.

... the young boy employed at the ironing shop.

2 Answer the following questions.

1.

Why does the author use “Half a Day” as the title of the story? Notice when he is
talking about the present moment, when he is talking about the first half day and
when he is talking about his whole school experience. Why is the story told in the
first person? How old do you think the narrator is when he recalls his school days?
Can you imagine how an old man would want to revisit his primary school?

Does this story strike you as childish? How do you like the ending? Are you
surprised that this is written by a Nobel Prize winner in literature?
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E] Read the text again for language and complete the following tasks.

1

Read Paragraphs 5, 11, and 16 of the text aloud and learn them by heart. Mark

out the sense groups, pauses, sentence stresses, and intonation before you start.

Underline useful sentence patterns that are new to you and study how they are used.

Find useful phrases and idioms from the text and list them below.

Find useful verb + noun collocations and expressions from the text and list them below.

Speaking

Kl Work in pairs and ask each other the following questions.

N o o A

oo

Why does the boy feel so reluctant to go to school? What are his chief misgivings?
What does the boy see along the street on the way to school? What purpose do these
descriptions serve?

What is the boy’s first impression of the school? Is he favorably impressed by the high
walls and huge buildings?

How does the boy like the teachers at the school?

How does the boy find school life? Do his misgivings turn out to be true?

Do you consider the boy a good student? Does he find school life beneficial?

Why does the boy say that they have to be observant and patient? Observant and
patient about what? What are some of the unhappy experiences the children have?

When do you first notice that the narrator is no longer the small boy?

9. Why is it that the boy cannot find his way home?

10.

How does he like the changes in the street? How do you know?



Unit 1

E1 Work in groups and discuss the following questions.

1. Imagine that it is now fifty years after your graduation and your class is back to your

university for a reunion. What would you remember and want to talk about?

2. Discuss how we should understand the moral of the text if you think there is any. What
is the author’s purpose in writing this story? To show that time flies and life is short?
Or to show that education is important? Or to show how the world around us can
change dramatically? Or what else?

3. Do you agree with the following statements? Give your reasons.

a) Life begins at school. School is a place that makes useful citizens out of boys and
girls.

b) School is like a new home, and everything enjoyable and beneficial is available
there for us.

¢) School is usually a complete waste of time and money.

d) Nothing lies ahead of students but exertion, struggle and perseverance, and
only those who are able to take advantage of the opportunities for success and
happiness that can succeed.
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Vocabulary

Kl Become familiar with the rules of word formation.

Word formation tips (#3iai%)

Many words in English can be changed into different parts of speech by adding one or
more letters to the head or end of the words. Those added at the head are called prefixes
(HIZ ), while those added at the end are called suffixes ( J54% ). Suffixes usually indicate
the part of speech while prefixes often have meanings of their own. For example:

Noun suffixes ( £ 1 /55% ): Adverb suffixes ( Fllif 54 )
-action/-tion/-sion -ly
Verb + -ation / tion / sion = Noun Adjective + -ly =» adverb
Examples: Examples:
act = action; quick = quickly;
discuss = discussion angry = angrily

1 Identify the parts of speech of the following words and list the suffixes used.

translation, exertion, hesitation, announcement, punishment, building, misgivings,
happiness, weakness, wonderful, beautiful, useless, hopeless, happily, really, translator,
Creator, announcer, conjurer, convinced, startled

Noun suffixes:

Adjective suffixes:
Adverb suffixes:

2 Write down the corresponding adverbs, adjectives, nouns or verbs of the following words.
1. simple, hurried, terrible, possible, miserable, polite, fortunate, practical, physical,
favorable, rough, serious
Their corresponding adverbs are:

2. completely, accurately, particularly, totally, absolutely, easily, angrily, miserably,
exactly, finally
Their corresponding adjectives are:

3. powerful, successful, careful, tearful, meaningless, homeless, priceless
Their corresponding nouns are:
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expression, impression, attention, celebration, attraction, spelling, production,
pollution, prevention, opposition, organization, information, appointment,
requirement, judgment

Their corresponding verbs are:

3 Translate the following expressions, paying attention to the different use of the suffixes

“ful” and “-less”

© © N o gk wDh e

'_\
©

a useful word 11. aharmless animal
a helpful suggestion 12. ashameless liar

a painful experience 13. aclassless society
a tearful voice 14. a hopeful situation
a hopeless war 15. afruitful visit

a priceless stone 16. a powerful army

a useless book 17. acareless mistake
a careful look 18. a homeless child
an eventful year 19. atoothless old man
a harmful habit 20. a nameless flower

4 Complete the sentences by translating the Chinese in the brackets.

1. Opinions still (/~17]) among economists as to whether the economy will
s00n recover.

2. People often think ([l Hb) because they have (A IFREY)
interests.

3. lcan’t tell the (AS[7l 2 Ab) between the two. They seem the same to me.

4. The situation is getting very (™ [1). But the most (™ E )
thing is that not many people take it (O™ Hb).

5. 1 know the  (J®HE{%) of the matter. Today our rivers and lakes are

(™ HEH 544 7 #Y), and so are our land and air.

6. (321z4ih), the (754%) problem is now being taken care of.
Those factories that ("™ EEHb) (75%%) our water and air are
being closed down.

7. We must pay close () toit.

8. The students all listened to the teacher very (VEEJy%E ). But to be

(= J14E91Y) is not enough. There should be more interaction between
the students and the teacher.

11
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E1 Complete the following verb + noun collocations or expressions.

No o~ wbdhe

steps 8. face
one’s way 9. announce
one’s tears 10. invade
games 11. cross
anap 12. reach

a story 13. employ
one’s mind

E] Fill in the blanks with the correct forms of the phrases and expressions listed
below. Some of them may be used more than once and there may be more

than one correct answer.

in vain show off resort to cling to
burst into bring about give rise to on their own
make... out of take advantage of

1. Unlike high school students who have many classes to go to, university students
should spend most of their time studying

2. Peter loves to his new fancy car, for it is just about the only property
he has.

3. When the speaker stepped onto the platform, the audience
thunderous applause (Z5MY A% 11 2 7).

4. Clearly it was the town’s poverty that had its high crime rate.

5. Global warming has already great changes in some small island
countries.

6. Both sides are willing to sit down and talk because they know it is stupid

force.

7. It had suddenly started raining when he returned home, wet all over and trembling
with his clothes his body.

8. The heavy rains they had last summer serious flooding.

9. When he was in England, he every opportunity to improve his

spoken English.
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10. He tried to make his father change his mind, but it was all because

his father was determined to a great musician him.

K] Translate the following sentences using words and expressions taken from the text.

10.

1. AAIA A FRATR B TET T RS E AT A FHEE T,

2. BARFATRITE A EAE, ARG ERNTHE NG E S5 A CRHERHF5—.
3. HmiEEmA P B ERAIRA, ERTIEMRZ T ER I,

4.
5
6

IR, (HRRXFEERAETT 1, AR BRI RE 2 AR A o

A LTI AR DA R E AR T AR AN E R
- FAN A Z R EOR M &R R LT E 4. 735k, FIA AR IFORBU™ 5

MEAE . XA R — R L

R EIRSEACRY IR, AR MBUTEAE — AR .
- XA E FURTESESEIE MBI B AT, B2 FE s
AR NSRS, A BER R AR . ARME ATEX RS EX A

IR AR, FARE KSR
A b ik, B E DA KRR — MR E T

H Fill in the blanks with the correct prepositions or adverbs.

1. Houses in that part of the country were mostly made cheap material. They
all collapsed in the earthquake.

2. The Great Wall wine is made the best grapes in our country.

3. In the distance, we saw the ship making the shore.

4. Mr. Shaw’s views are changing all the time. Nobody can make what he
really means.

5. John said that he had made his mind to study IT (Information
Technology).

6. It was not long before people found out that the story was made by the
man. He had never seen a tiger on that mountain.

7. Mary worked harder than ever before; she knew she had to make the time
she had lost.

8. It is not easy to make his handwriting. | don’t know what he’s trying to
say here.

9. Mr. Brand soon made friends the young people in his office.

13



Contemporary College English

10.

11.

12.

13.

It is clear that without government help, they won’t be able to make use

the water power in the area.

Don’t make fun his pronunciation. He actually has a lot of interesting
ideas in his speech.

He thought he was clever. He didn’t know that he had only made a fool

himself.

They had a big argument the other day and did not speak to each other for several
days, but now they have already made

A Complete the sentences by translating the Chinese in the brackets.

1.

10.

11.

14

He found (I'}4i L 1) from the outside, and this made him
(RAES).
. When Sima Yi saw (3] /) and Zhuge Liang
(FAZERYIHEE) on the city wall, he found (X +45rar
).

. | think it (135 %%) that he’d like to make his son (th
HEIEN).

. You really made me (#.03). | heard you (B HIE)
loudly in your dream last night.

. | have never seen some of our rivers and lakes (V5 G5 = ).
Sooner or later, it will make us (f+f s AL41) for what we have
done to our environment.

. 1 could feel (KH7EEI 1) and | could see
huge rocks (777 3k) from the top of the mountain.

. Mark Twain made people (%%), but people seldom saw him

(HO%).
. Let me help you (FEASVU B TT). It's easy. Just watch me
(fECIES).
. She found a young wounded soldier (e R ),
( & 42 Im).
| have been trying to get my father CHF AP AL FE BBl 32 1) 1 72 A 04 HR),
something to (REH A ST RAT).
Did you (Wrfthi5t) yesterday that she wanted to have the meeting
(FEHA)?
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Fill in each blank with the correct form of the appropriate word or phrase in the

brackets. Note that more than one of them may be appropriate.

1.
2.

10.

11.

Wecametoa _ (high, tall) building witha __ (huge, vast) gate.
In this ___ (large, big, huge, vast) land, there is not a single __ (high, tall)
mountain.

. Our oral English teacherisa __ (high, tall) young woman with __ (big, large,

huge, vast, great) bright eyes.

. As college students (each, every) one of us must pay attention to current
(matters, affairs).
. Today, water supply has become an extremely serious (matter, affair) in many

(countries, nations, states). They will be in (large, big, huge, vast)

trouble if they don’t take action.

. Our relationship with Taiwan is our own (matter, affair). The Chinese

(country, nation, state) will be reunited sooner or later. It’s just a

(matter, affair) of time.

. In those days, even barber shops and neighborhood stores were owned by the

(country, nation, state).

. In (few, a few) months, we all made (big, large, huge, vast, great)

progress in our studies. Everybody was in (high, tall) spirits.

. A professor is supposed to know something about (everything, something,

anything, nothing) and everything about (everything, something, anything,
nothing).
(Everybody, Anybody, Somebody, Nobody) who wants to avoid making

(some, any, no) mistakes, must do , say , and be

(everything, anything, something, nothing).
People today know (little, a little) about that history because it happened long
ago, and (few, a few) books have been written on it. | know (little, a

little) because my father is a historian. He has told me (few, a few) things.

15



Contemporary College English

16

Grammar

El Combine each pair of the sentences following one of the examples.

We walked along a street. The street was lined with gardens.
Answer: We walked along a street lined with gardens.

School is a place. This place makes useful men out of boys.
Answer: School is a place that makes useful men out of boys.

Some people work hard. They are likely to succeed.
Answer: Those who work hard are likely to succeed.

1. Some people went to the lecture hall early. They had the front seats.

Answer:

2. Adictionary is a book. This book explains the meaning and usage of words.

Answer:

3. Alibrary is a building or an organization. It has a collection of books for people to
read or borrow.

Answer:

4. The man is employed at the drug store. He is my cousin.

Answer:

5. Some of you want to join the drama club. Please sign up here.

Answer:

6. I'was bornin a village. The village was surrounded by hills on three sides.

Answer:

7. In the center of the room stood a large table. The table was covered with the cleanest
tablecloth I had ever seen.

Answer:

8. These people had the least to give. But they often gave the most.

Answer:

9. Those people encourage students to work on their own and think for themselves. They
are good teachers.

Answer:
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E Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the word(s) in the brackets.

1. LiPing was sorry for being late. He said he (oversleep) that morning.
2. All the teachers we (invite) came to watch our play.
3. When my grandfather (be born), his father (leave) home
to join the army.
4. | didn’t know Wang Ning, a high school friend of mine, (go) to
Moscow until his mother (tell) me.
5. Both my parents (work) on a farm in Heilongjiang Province for five
years before they (admit) to Tianjin University.
6. At high school, | (love) watching movies. It (always be)
my dream to become a film director.
7. One of my favorite teachers in high school (be) Mr. Yang, who
(be) a magazine editor for ten years before becoming our Chinese
teacher.
8. Before he (become) a law student at Peking University, my uncle
(read) a lot about world famous lawyers.
9. At 52, the man (return) to his home village in Africa a rich banker. He

(come) back with a big plan: to build a school so that all the children
there could receive a decent education.
10. One day on the street Hans Christian Andersen, now a well-known writer,

(meet) a man who (once treat) him badly. The man
(say) that he (be) sorry for what he (do).
Andersen (forgive) the man and (ask) him to think of it

Nno more.

Fill in each blank of the passage with ONE suitable word.

Time management is all-important for college success and learning how to plan your
time is an essential lesson for first-year students.

Time is tricky. It is difficult to control and (1) to waste. When you look
ahead, you think you have more time than you need. For example, at the (2)
of a semester, you may feel that you have plenty of time on your hands. (3)
toward the end of the term you may (4) find that time is running out. You
don’t have enough time to cover all your duties, so you get (5) . What is the
answer? Control!

Time is dangerous. If you don’t control it, it will control you. (6) you

17
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don’t make it work for you, it will work against you. So you must become the (7)

of time, not its servant. As a first-year college student, time management will be your

(8) one problem.
Time is valuable. Wasting time is a bad (9) . Itis like a drug. The more
time you waste, the easier it is to (10) on wasting time. If you seriously

wish to get the most out of college, you must put the time management into practice.

I3 Translate the following sentences into English.

© © N o g~ NhRE

[
©

PRz, HEABBIRAEF M FEEZE

H AR T 20 2R 904 AR [ R 2R ZHUR A T2

T AR A AR R A R HE AR T AR AL

FACKBER T, PEAFRARER CARATR] T,
FERAEE R, HEN AR —ERET,

FE KR R R R TR PR B R e =TT
LRI, FATA AT ACER K.

PAZE S B R AR PR 2 R B A R A DA AT,
PUAERNE VG LU A IR B AT 2 T .

FMVEIT TN G . EEAER IR RS

H Identify and correct the mistake(s) in each of the sentences.

-
©

© oo N o gk whRE

Every day, my father sends me to school himself.

Hardships can make a boy into a man.

We persuaded him not to do that, but in vain.

I read an interesting story taken place during WWII.

He searched for his room but didn’t find the book.

But | failed in vain.

We must take the advantage of the opportunities coming our way.

When | was a small boy, | had often sat for hours playing with the few toys | had.
Sixteen years of teaching school makes an experienced educator out of a timid girl.
Before | came, | imagined college would be a paradise that | could relax after the
three stressful years of high school.



Unit 1

Writing

According to the text, the boy’s idea of school changed on his first day of school.
Write a paragraph of about 150 words on how the boy changed his idea. Use the
answers to the following questions as an outline.

1. Why was the boy unwilling to go to school?

2. What pleasures did he find in school?

3. What else did he learn at school that was not so pleasant?

4. How did these lessons affect his understanding of life?

19
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In 1951, | was eighteen and traveling
with all the money | had in the world—
fifty dollars. 1 was on a bus heading from
Los Angeles to Berkeley. My dream of
attending the university was coming true.
I’d already paid tuition for the semester
and for one month at the co-op residence.
After that, | had to furnish the rest—my
impoverished parents couldn’t rescue me.

I’d been on my own as a live-in mother’s
helper since | was fifteen, leaving high
school at noon to care for children till
midnight. All through high school and
my first year of college, 1’d longed to
participate in extracurricular activities,
but my job made that impossible. Now
that 1 was transferring to Berkeley, |
hoped to earn a scholarship.

That first week | found a waitress job,
baby-sat and washed dishes at the co-
op as part of my rent. At the end of the
semester, | had the B average | needed for
a scholarship. All | had to do was achieve
the B average next term.

\\B G‘ ade !arda one

It didn’t occur to me to take a snap

course®: 1I’d come to the university to
learn something. I believed | could excel
academically and take tough subjects.

One such course was a survey of world
literature. It was taught by Professor
Sears Jayne, who roamed the stage of a
huge auditorium, wearing a microphone
while lecturing to packed rows. There
was no text. Instead, we used paperbacks.
Budgetwise?, this made it easier since |
could buy them as needed.

I was fascinated with the concepts he
presented. To many students, it was just
a degree requirement, but to me, it was a
feast of exciting ideas. My co-op friends
who were also taking the course asked
for my help. We formed a study group,
which | led.

When | took the first exam—all essay
questions—I was sure 1’d done well. On
the ground floor, amid tables heaped with
test booklets, | picked out mine. There
in red was my grade, a 77, C-plus. | was
shocked. English was my best subject!
To add insult to injury, | found that
my studymates had received Bs. They
thanked me for my coaching.

1 snap course: short course, sth. made or done quickly
2 budgetwise: concerning available money i 7 4
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1

listened to my impassioned! arguments
but remained unmoved.

I’d never questioned a teacher about a
grade before—never had to. It didn’t
occur to me to plead? my need for a
scholarship; | wanted justice, not pity. |
was convinced that my answers merited?
a higher grade.

I resolved to try harder, although I
didn’t know what that meant because
school had always been easy for me.
I’d used persistence in finding jobs or
scrubbing floors, but not in pushing
myself intellectually. Although | chose
challenging courses, | was used to
coasting toward* As.

| read the paperbacks more carefully, but
my efforts yielded another 77. Again,
C-plus for me and Bs and As for my
pals, who thanked me profusely®. Again,
I returned to Dr. Jayne and questioned
his judgment irreverently®. Again, he
listened patiently, discussed the material
with me, but wouldn’t budge’—the C-plus
stood. He seemed fascinated by my

12

13

14

15

W N Ok~ WN -

impassioned: showing strong feelings &z
plead: to beg for Bsk; ik
merit: to deserve (15, R #75

Unit 1

ng the course ideas,
f a scholarship and
extracurricular activities were fading fast.

One more test before the final. One more
chance to redeem myself. Yet another
hurdle loomed. The last book we studied,
T. S. Eliot’s The Wasteland, was available
only in hardback. Too expensive for my
budget.

I borrowed it from the library. However, |
knew | needed my own book to annotate.
I couldn’t afford a big library fine either.
In 1951, there were no copying machines,
so it seemed logical to haul out my
trusty old Royal manual typewriter and
start copying all 420 pages. In between
waitressing, washing dishes, attending
classes, baby-sitting, and tutoring the
study group, | managed to pound them out.

| redoubled my efforts for this third
exam. For the first time, | learned the
meaning of the word “thorough”. I'd
never realized how hard other students
struggled for what came easily to me.

My efforts did absolutely no good.
Everything, down to the dreaded 77, went
as before. Back | marched into Dr. Jayne’s

coast toward: to be successful at sth. without having to try hard 7~ %% J U5 & )

profusely: in large amounts

irreverently: not showing respect to sh./sth. that other people usually respect

budge: move, change
ardor: passion i, FEH
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16

17

18

19

office. | dragged out my dog-eared?, note-
blackened texts, arguing my points as
I had done before. When | came to the
sheaf of papers that were my typed copy of
The Wasteland, he asked, “What’s this?”

“l had no money left to buy it, so |
copied it.” I didn’t think this unusual.
Improvising? was routine for me.

Something changed in Dr. Jayne’s usually
jovial® face. He was quiet for a long time.
Then we returned to our regular lively
debate on what these writers truly meant.
When 1 left, I still had my third 77—
definitely not a lucky number for me—
and the humiliation of being a seminar
leader, trailing far behind my ever-
grateful students.

The last hurdle* was the final. No matter
what grade | got, it wouldn’t cancel
three C-pluses. | might as well kiss the
scholarship good-bye. Besides, what was
the use? | could cram till my eyes teared,
and the result would be a crushing 77.

I skipped studying. | felt I knew the
material as well as | ever would. Hadn’t
I reread the books many times and
explained them to my buddies? Wasn’t
The Wasteland resounding in my brain?
The night before the final, | treated
myself to a movie.

20

21

22

23

24

25

a9~ WwN

| sauntered into the auditorium and
decided that for once I’d have fun with
a test. | marooned all the writers we’d
studied on an island and wrote a debate in
which they argued their positions. It was
silly, befitting my nothing-to-lose mood.
The words flowed—all that sparring with

Dr. Jayne made it effortless.

A week later, | strolled down to the
ground floor (ground zero for me) and
unearthed my test from the heaps of
exams. There, in red ink on the blue cover,

was an A. | couldn’t believe my eyes.

I hurried to Dr. Jayne’s office. He
seemed to be expecting me, although 1
didn’t have an appointment. | launched
into righteous indignation. How come |
received a C-plus every time | slaved and
now, when I’d written a spoof®, | earned

an A?

“l knew that if | gave you the As you
deserved, you wouldn’t continue to work
as hard.”

| stared at him, realizing that his analysis
and strategy were correct. | had worked

my head off, as | had never done before.

He rose and pulled a book from his

crowded shelves. “This is for you.”

dog-eared: (of a book) used so much that the corners of many of the pages are turned down %1 (fn
%)

improvising: B34, KL AER)
jovial: cheerful HeiRiry, AR
hurdle: obstacle, barrier pxfig, &
spoof: parody, a humorous copy that exaggerates the main features &t
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It was a hardback copy of The Wasteland.
On the flyleaf was an inscription to
me. For once in my talkative life, | was
speechless.

I was speechless again when my course
grade arrived: A-plus. | believe it was the
only A-plus given.

Next year, when | received my scholarship,
I co-wrote, acted, sang and danced in an
original musical comedy produced by
the Associated Students. It played in the
largest auditorium to standing-room-
only houses?.

I reviewed? theater for the Daily Cal, the
student campus newspaper.

30

31
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| wrote a one-act play, among the first to
debut? at the new campus theater.

| acted in plays produced by the drama
department.

The creative spark that had been buried
under dishes, diapers and drudgery now
flamed into life. | don’t recall much of
what | learned in those courses of long
ago, but I’ll never forget the fun | had
writing and acting.

And I’ve always remembered Dr. Jayne’s
lesson. Know that you have untapped
powers within you. That you must use
them, even if you can get by without
trying. That you alone must set your own
standard of excellence.

standing-room-only houses: (in a theater) where there is only room left for standing because all seats
are taken R STIIZ BT (RI3A) & R ok 5

review: to write a report and analysis of a book, play, movie, etc. 5 (T34, REl. HPBEM) THE: T

debut: (of a play, movie, etc.) to make the first public appearance &, #¥RE&
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Memorable Quotes

Perhaps the most valuable result of all education is the ability to make yourself
do things you have to do, when they ought to be done, whether you like it or not.
—Thomas Henry Huxley (1825-1895)

Not art, not books, but life itself is the true basis of teaching and education.
—Johann Heinrich Pestalozzi (1746 -1827)
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Unit

Text A The Boy and the Bank Officer

Text B My Bank Account
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Text A

The Boy and the Bank Officer

Philip Ross

I have a friend who hates banks with a special passion. “A bank is just a store—like a
candy store or a grocery store,” he says. “The only difference is that a bank’s goods
happen to be money, which is yours in the first place. If banks were required to sell

wallets and money belts, they might act less like churches.”

I began thinking about my friend the other day as | walked into a small, overlit branch

office on the West Side. | had come to open a checking account.

It was lunchtime and the only officer on duty was a fortyish black man with short, pressed
hair, a pencil mustache, and a neatly pressed brown suit. Everything about him suggested

a carefully dressed authority.

This officer was standing across a small counter from a young white boy who was wearing

a V-neck sweater, khakis, and loafers. He had sandy hair, and | think | was especially
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1

12
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14

15

16

17

18

19

20

Unit 2

aware of him because he looked more like a kid from a prep school than a customer in a
West Side bank.

The boy continued to hold my attention because of what happened next.

He was holding an open savings-account book and wearing an expression of open
dismay. “But | don’t understand,” he was saying to the officer. “I opened the account
myself, so why can’t | withdraw any money?”

“I’ve already explained to you,” the officer told him, “that a fourteen-year-old is not
allowed to withdraw money without a letter from his parents.”

“But that doesn’t seem fair,” the boy said, his voice breaking. “It’s my money. | put it in.
It’s my account.”

“I know it is,” the officer said, “but those are the rules. Now if you’ll excuse me.”
He turned to me with a smile. “May I help you, sir?”

I didn’t think twice. “l was going to open a new account,” | said, “but after seeing what’s
going on here, I think I’ve changed my mind.”

“Excuse me?” he said.

“Look,” I said. “If I understand what’s going on here correctly, what you’re saying is
that this boy is old enough to deposit his money in your bank but he’s not old enough to
withdraw it. And since there doesn’t seem to be any question as to whether it’s his money
or his account, the bank’s so-called policy is clearly ridiculous.”

“It may seem ridiculous to you,” he replied in a voice rising slightly in irritation, “but that
is the bank’s policy and | have no other alternative but to follow the rules.”

The boy had stood hopefully next to me during this exchange, but now | was just as
helpless. Suddenly | noticed that the open savings book he continued to grasp showed a
balance of about $100. It also showed that there had been a series of small deposits and

withdrawals.

I had my opening.

“Have you withdrawn money before by yourself?” | asked the boy.
“Yes,” he said.

I moved in for the kill.

“How do you explain that?” | zeroed in on the officer. “Why did you let him withdraw
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Notes on the Text

1. About the author and the text

money before, but not now?”

He looked annoyed. “Because the tellers were not aware of his age before and now they
are. It’s really very simple.”

| turned to the boy with a shrug. “You’re really getting cheated,” | said. “You ought to get
your parents to come in here and protest.”

The boy looked destroyed. Silently, he put his savings book in a rear-pocket and walked
out of the bank.

The officer turned to me. *“You know,” he said, “you really shouldn’t have interfered.”

“Shouldn’t have interfered?” | shouted. “Well, it damn well seemed to me that he needed
someone to represent his interests.”

“Someone was representing his interests,” he said softly.
“And who might that be?”
“The bank.”

I couldn’t believe what this idiot was saying. “Look,” | concluded, “we’re just wasting
each other’s time. But maybe you’d like to explain exactly how the bank was representing
that boy’s interests?”

“Certainly,” he said. “We were informed this morning that some neighborhood bully has
been shaking this boy down for more than a month. The other guy was forcing him to take
money out every week and hand it over. The poor kid was apparently too scared to tell
anyone. That’s the real reason he was so upset. He was afraid of what the other guy would
do to him. Anyway, the police are on the case and they’ll probably make an arrest today.”

“You mean there is no rule about being too young to withdraw money from a savings
account?”

“Not that I ever heard of. Now, sir, what can we do for you?”

Philip Ross (1939- ) is an American freelance (H BRI writer based in New York.
Many of his articles have appeared in The New Yorker ({41ZJ A\ ) ), Reader’s Digest ( {i:
FCA#Y ) and The New York Times ((Z1£4H}4RY ). This text is taken from Strategies
for Successful Writing.
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2. ... they might act less like churches. (para. 1)
Some people in Western society resent the way churches make rules that seem to have
little to do with God’s message. They think banks should just provide services, as stores
do: they believe banks are too authoritarian and have no right to tell people what they
can and cannot do—as churches often seem to do.

3. The West Side (para. 2)
This refers to a rather better-off neighborhood in New York City where many businesses
and shops are located.

4. ... the only officer on duty was a fortyish black man with short, pressed
hair, a pencil mustache, and a neatly pressed brown suit. (para. 3)

Traditionally, people who are in the banking business dress formally in order to give the
impression that money is safe with them. They usually wear a subdued dark colored suit
and a shirt and tie.

5. A checking account vs. a savings account

These are two common types of bank accounts used in the West. The checking account,
also called a current account in Britain, allows people to withdraw any amount of their
money at any time and make payments by writing checks (BrE: cheques) but it will
pay little or no interest. A savings account may have rules as to how much notice must
be given for withdrawals and the amounts that can be withdrawn or saved, but will
offer higher interest rates. There are also instant access savings accounts that allow
withdrawals at any time but interest rates will be lower.

alternative /o:l't3mnatv/  n. choice
apparently /o'perontli/  adv. seemingly; as it seems &, LI

branch /bra:nt [/ ~ office: a local office (#4719 ) 7047; 17

bully /'bul/ n. sb. who frightens, hurts, or threatens weaker people fi: #
N#; MITHiEE

conclude /kon'klu:d/ V. T&5e

damn /daem/ adv. used for emphasis in spoken English; ~ well: certainly

29



Contemporary College English

30

dismay /dis'mer/

fortyish /'fortif/
guy /gai/
helpless /'helplis/

hopefully /'houpf (v)l1/

idiot /'1d1ot/
interfere /, 1nto'f1o(r)/

irritation / 1r1'terfon/
khakis /'ka:kiz/

loafer /'loufa(r)/

mustache /ma'sta: [/
neatly /'niztly/
overlit / auva'lit/
passion /'pa& fon/
prep /prep/

protest /'provtest/
rear /r1a(r)/

sandy /'send1/
savings /servinz/
series /'s1ariiz,-r1z/
shake down

shrug /[rag/

slightly /'slartli/
teller /'tela(r)/

withdrawal /w1d'dro:al/

n. distress; a strong feeling of fear, worry or sadness that is
caused by sth. unpleasant or unexpected 222, 42, /%
adj. about 40

n. (infml) a man

adj. unable to react normally to a situation because one has no
power or strength

adv. with a feeling of optimism, i.e., expectation that the
outcome will be good 125 7 22 b

n. a foolish person

v. to deliberately ( # % b ) get involved in a situation that does
not concern you, which may be annoying to others -3

n. the feeling of being annoyed about sth. %%

n. (infml) khaki is a name given to a particular grey-green
color. The boy is wearing shorts of that color. £ A4 T

n. a low-cut step-in leather shoe with no laces &7 B it Hz i
s WU

n. hair growing on a man’s upper lip

adv. in a tidy, orderly way

adj. too brightly-lit; having too much light i) J& #2 B i1

n. very strong feelings (of hate, anger, love)

n. ~ school: (U.S.) a private school that prepares students for
college

v. to complain

adj. the back part of sth.; ~ pocket: back pocket 15 &) [

%%

adj. (of hair) having a yellowish-brown color

n. (pl.) 773k a~account: (4197 ) B KFTs E TR

n. a number of things of the same class coming one after another
v. to extort money, to steal money with threats

n. raising one’s shoulders slightly and momentarily to express
doubt, ignorance, or indifference %5 ( #/Riik, TREESE)
adv. a little

n. (U.S.) sh. whose job is to receive and pay out money in a
bank ( £ ) #47 T 94 5

n. the act of taking money out of a bank account
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Preview

Kl Listen to the recording of the text and choose the statement that best reflects
your understanding.

1. The author’s friend hates banks because

A
B.
C.
D.

they are just like candy stores or grocery stores
they don’t act like churches

they act like churches

they don’t sell wallets and money belts, either

2. The narrator said that everything about the bank officer suggested an authority. He

was referring to all the following facts except for
A.

B.
C.
D.

3. The boy first caught the author’s attention because
A.

B.
C.

D.

4. The boy could not withdraw his money because
A.

B.

C.

D.

5. The story is mainly about

A.
B.
C.

the officer was a middle-aged man with the manner of a cool, mature, responsible
person

the officer looked very neat, with short hair and pencil moustache

the officer was carefully and conservatively dressed as bank officers usually are
the officer was alone

he did not look like a usual customer in a West Side bank
he was clearly looking very distressed
he was too young to have a savings account

he was having trouble with the bank officer

he was not old enough to do that according to the bank rules

the bank officer was trying to protect his interests, for he knew if the boy got
his money he would hand it over to the neighborhood bully

he did not have a letter from his parent to prove that the money was his

the police had ordered the bank not to let him

why the narrator finally decided not to open his account in that bank

how the narrator successfully interfered to protect the boy’s interests

how the narrator made a fool of himself because he was arrogant and had always
been prejudiced against banks

how the bank cleverly protected the customer’s interests
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E1 Read the text for better comprehension and explain the parts in bold type in
the following sentences.

10.

11.

1.

The only difference is that a bank’s goods happen to be money, which is yours in
the first place. (para. 1)

| began thinking about my friend the other day as | walked into a small, overlit
branch office on the West Side. (para. 2)

... the only officer on duty was a fortyish black man with short, pressed hair, a
pencil mustache, and a neatly pressed brown suit. (para. 3)

This officer was standing across a small counter from a young white boy who was
wearing a VV-neck sweater, khakis, and loafers. (para. 4)

He had sandy hair, and I think | was especially aware of him because he looked more
like a kid from a prep school than a customer in a West Side bank. (para. 4)

He was holding an open savings-account book and wearing an expression of open
dismay. (para. 6)

... since there doesn’t seem to be any question as to whether it’s his money or his
account, the bank’s so-called policy is clearly ridiculous. (para. 13)

... showed a balance of about $100. (para. 15)

The boy looked destroyed. Silently, he put his savings book in a rear-pocket and
walked out of the bank. (para. 23)

We were informed... that some neighborhood bully has been shaking this boy
down for more than a month. (para. 30)

Anyway, the police are on the case... (para. 30)

E] Read the text again for language and complete the following tasks.

1.

Read Paragraphs 8-14 in the text aloud and learn them by heart. Mark out the sense

groups, pausing, sentence stresses, and intonation before you start.

Underline useful sentence patterns that are new to you and study how they are used.

Find useful phrases and idioms from the text and list them below.

Find useful verb + noun collocations and expressions from the text and list them below.
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Speaking

K Work in pairs and ask each other the following questions.

10.

© o A~ w D e

Where did the narrator go one day?

Why did he go there?

What did he see?

What drew his immediate attention? Why?

What did the bank officer look like?

What happened to the boy that made the narrator angry with the bank and made him
decide he may not open a new account?

How did the bank officer explain to the boy why he couldn’t let him withdraw his
money?

Was that the real reason?

Did the narrator find out the real reason? What was it?

Do you think that the narrator will open a new account that day or not? Why?

E1 Work in pairs and play the roles as instructed below.

L.

The bank officer reports the boy’s case to his manager that morning, telling him what
he has been told about the bully and the boy. The manager and the bank officer
discuss what they should do.

The boy tells the bully that he has not been able to get the money. The bully is angry,
and the boy tries his best to make him believe what has happened.

The narrator meets his friend the following day. They start talking about banks again.
His friend expresses his usual opinion that banks are not to be trusted and that people
should have nothing to do with them. The narrator, however, does not agree with him
this time, and tells his friend about his recent experience.
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Vocabulary

El Become familiar with the rules of word formation.

Word formation tips

1. Compound words (& £id]) are formed through the combination of two or more
words. For example:

blackboard bedroom afternoon
hard-working housewife maybe

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

: so-called seven-year-old rear-pocket
\

| 2. Itis generally agreed that there are eight parts of speech for English words: nouns,
| verbs, adjectives, adverbs, pronouns, conjunctions, prepositions and articles. Many
| words may fall into more than one of these categories depending upon how they are
: used within a sentence. For example: Such words as “work, study, look, turn, sleep,
\

walk, dream, visit, arrest, deposit” can be used as both nouns and verbs.

1  Give the parts of speech of the following words and guess the meaning.

1. interference 11. awareness
2. reference 12. suddenness
3. overdone 13. willingly
4. overdrawn 14. blindly
5. overworked 15. understandable
6. drawer 16. homesick
7. pressure cooker 17. mudflow
8. air-conditioner 18. rainforest
9. continuous 19. sandstorm
10. advantageous 20. waterfall

2 Guess the meaning of the following words and see how they are formed.

1. headache 4. heartbroken
2. banknote 5. handshake
3. motherland 6. landslide
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7. moonlight 11. nightclub
8. snowshoe 12. crossfire
9. handbook 13. willpower

10. storekeeper

3 Translate the following expressions, paying attention to the different use of the

suffix “-y”.

1. astarry night 10. a wealthy man

2. the stormy sea 11. the rainy season
3. cottony snow 12. silvery hair

4. ahilly area 13. rosy cheeks

5. the Rocky Mountains 14. abony fish

6. a fleshy nose 15. askinny girl

7. ahairy chest 16. smelly cheese

8. bushy eyebrows 17. salty food

9. wavy hair 18. flowery language

4 Translate the following sentences, paying special attention to the words in bold type.

1.

A man suddenly stood up and threw his shoes at him. Luckily he ducked his head
in time.
Let’s air the room before he comes home.

3. She can still thread a needle although she is well over 80.

¥ % NS

10.

We must face the danger. There are always people who will fish in our troubled
waters.

She knew very well that if she pocketed that money, she would be heading for
serious trouble.

The meeting was chaired by a woman who had just rocketed to power.

As the saying goes, there are many ways of skinning a cat.

A young couple were stoned to death just because they were in love.

I wish the gap between the rich and the poor could be bridged. The other day |
saw a hungry young man wolfing down the leftovers in a restaurant.

The food on the table looked so inviting, it made my mouth water.

E3 Complete the following verb + noun collocations or expressions.

an account 3. a/the meeting
a/the balance 4, one’s mind
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one’s attention 8. the rules
money 9. time
an expression of 10. one’s interests

El Complete the sentences by translating the Chinese in the brackets according to
the sentence patterns in bold.

m The only difference is that...

1

Production is not the problem. The problem (BIATHA
F R E ST 3).

I think we have missed the point. The point (RKART,
WA AL 2).

How can we improve our teaching? My suggestion (ZF
TN Z g2 20 H H).

... what you're saying is that this boy is old enough to deposit his money
in your bank... but...

—Why didn’t they arrest him?

—Because their evidence (RWEA 77, AR DAFE Al 26 3E s
R).

—Why didn’t she agree to marry him?

—Because at that time she did not think he was (flgch <t
KL AEE).

—Why can’t we have our meeting in that conference room?

—Because that room (RBER, BWATHIBLZN).

And since there doesn’t seem to be any question as to..., the bank’s so-
called policy is clearly ridiculous.

7.

8.

—Do people all agree?

— (LB AR I).

—Why was there so much food wasted at that time?

- (B I A R AR B 245 R K2 1Y),




9.
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—Why did the boy think his father was punishing him by sending him to school?
— (B A AR AR A A 2 S 2 R ABL ).

Scll=8 You are being cheated.

10.

11.

12.

—Did he meet his comrade in that secret place that day?
—No, (B Ayt 24 I g AT T).
—Could you let me use your car?

—Sorry, (FMEIEFE).
—What did you think of the movie we saw the other day?
—1 didn’t like it at all. FRIFE TR 2 A ER).

m It may seem ridiculous to you... but that is the bank’s policy...

13.

14.

15.

—Dr. Wang told me that the American Civil War was started by the South.

—Dr. Wang may be (—NFRKR, (EflAR
ARE 7 ).

Professor Chen says that history is a kind of literature.

—She may be (— M saBEREZ, Bt
At 2 HRFNIE).

—Don’t forget that we are poor. Beggars can’t be choosers.

—Well, (FMTEIFRGT, EIFRATAZ ).

Sciylal=a L. you really shouldn’t have interfered.

16.

17.

18.

—Did you tell her about Tom’s cancer?

—Yes, but | suppose (FARZI 2 2 b5 r ).

—Did you go that day?

—Yes. Why, you mean (FAN % ZF0)?

—I hear that some scientists did warn that there would be an earthquake in that area.
—Looking back, (FAT T % WAl 1 1117). But no scientist

can be sure about earthquakes.
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I3 Fill in the blanks with the correct forms of the words and phrases listed below.

twice as to on duty think
aware of hear of happen to move in on
because of hand over a series of on the case

the other day in the first place

The two men began to me when they saw | was alone. Luckily a police
officer pass by just at that time.
Are you the problems in our education system now waiting to be
solved?
I have never a true scientist who is afraid of telling the people the truth.
He thinks we should before we agree with the plan to build
more water power stations on that river.

the strong protest by the people, the president of the country was forced
to his power.
I called on an old nursing friend of mine . But she was
and had not yet come home.
Some of the nation’s best lawyers are . They are offering their services
free because they have no doubt the ethical nature of the case.
Without passion, language learning is very difficult. In fact, we shouldn’t have come
to this school , iIf we were not interested in language.

H Fill in the blanks with the correct prepositions or adverbs.

1.

N o o &

We will not just look whilst our next-door neighbor struggles with his
enemy.
We must look our population policy. It has already given rise to some

new social problems.

Things are looking at our factory. For the first time in the past three
months, we are operating at a profit.

We all look the day when our country is reunited.

There is no hope for a country if its intellectuals are looked

Will you look this word in the Internet?

Many people of that country looked him as their spiritual leader.



Unit 2

[ Translate the following sentences into English.

1 FERER, ZEFATEE, HE2HAA NREERSRAGEL.
2. HATHANE F—H, BA— MRS T, MR DI T,

—— X 2 H BRSPS RAE, ANEE R4,

— AR AR P22 ) ERA 2 /Dt g R EANE.
Rt 2, l5e?

—RIBICIREE T BEROA.

C MRAR KPR PPN, RN A, O F R R R

— Ik
HTAREE S0 T ILABRS, BT Yot R 7 O3, FI A A
i YHERHIHIL, T4 RTMI . "

7. AR BMTIERE S, BN CE NI TIAR R,
8. HAFOIPIETEL A, ER2AMIRTEEA NI,
9. T ERCHHENHE.: GEYLIPRIESTR T, AL IR,

10.

RXUE, R TERGBRTEA, ERG012, KERRBULTF2E, &
A AR EARIT LR R e T

Fill in each blank with the correct form of the appropriate word in the
brackets. Note that more than one word may be appropriate.

1.

I would like to (speak, say, talk) something about a book I read on Tibet
three weeks (ago, before).

Have we ever met (ago, before)? Ah, now I (remember,
recall, memorize).

Who (spoke, said, told, talked) at the meeting? What did he

(speak, say, tell, talk)?

To (speak, say, tell) the truth, we had a little quarrel one day last month,
and (since, after) that day, we did not (speak, say, talk) to

each other for a whole week.

(Since, After, When) | came to this university | had many difficulties
at first. Then | began to work really hard and
made a lot of progress.

(since, after) then, | have

I told her to (bring, take) her raincoat (since, because) it
looked like rain.

Let me ask you a (question, problem). Why is it some college graduates
still cannot find jobs (since, because, when) our economy is developing
so fast?
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8. (Remember, Memorize, Recall) to (bring, take) your
daugter here next time. 1’d like to meet her.

9. | know that it is not a (matter, affair) of money, but | want you to know
that money it not a (question, problem).

Grammar

[ Study th given patterns and rewrite the following sentences after the example.

Pattern 1: ought to do something
You ought to get your parents to come and protest. (para. 22)
(used to make a suggestion when you feel strongly that it is a good idea)

1. He’s the best pop singer on campus. | suggest you invite him to sing at the New Year Party.

Answer:
2. You could do that with your eyes shut. | advise you to do something a bit more

challenging.
Answer:
3. Spring Festival is coming soon. It’s time for us to start preparing some celebrations.

Answer:
4. The boy’s sure to arrive safe and sound. Relax and stop worrying about him.

Answer:

Pattern 2: If subject + verb (simple past), subject + would/should/might +
main verb
If banks were required to sell wallets and money belts, they might act less

like churches.
(used when you are talking about an unlikely situation)

5. 1 don’t know their phone number, so | can’t call them.
Answer:
6. Sorry. I’m not in charge here. So | can’t help you.

Answer:
7. 1wasn’t offered the job. So I can’t take it.

Answer:
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8. I don’t have a warm coat with me, so | feel very cold.
Answer:

9. His parents are willing to support him at college, but they can’t afford to.
Answer:

10. Ted isn’t here with us. He probably can solve these problems.
Answer:

E1 Rewrite the following sentences by using subjunctive mood after the example.
“You know," he said, “ you really shouldn’t have interfered.” (para. 24)
(used to say that an action in the past is unacceptable or undesirable)
1. The moment he got the exam paper, Jack threw it to the floor and walked out of the

room.
Answer:

2. Someone left the tap running, and there’s water everywhere in the bathroom.
Answer:

3. Joe wanted to buy an expensive purse for his girlfriend. He got ¥ 4,000 from his
parents, saying he need a new laptop.
Answer:

4. Yesterday I tried in vain to persuade him to quit smoking, so | gave up.
Answer:

5. Yesterday when a crowd was in a queue for tickets, Jim walked straight to the front and
got what he wanted.
Answer:

6. LiTong’s parents read her letter from a male fellow student and questioned her about it.
Answer:

7. Some students caught a man stealing in their dorm room. In anger, they beat him black
and blue.
Answer:

E] Fill in each blank of the passage with ONE suitable word.

A bank is a company that deals in money and other types of financial activities. Banks

conduct many (1) of business, including helping people save money and
(2) to people or businesses that need money (3) various
purposes.
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The most common activity of banks (4) the collection of money
through various types of deposit accounts, such as checking accounts. Most people and

companies in the West (5) their bills through checking accounts. Some banks
require a fee for (6) a checking account. Others charge fees if the account
@) drops below a certain amount.

Another type of bank account is a savings account. Savings accounts allow their

owners to (8) money in the bank and earn a small amount of interest. The
interest rate (9) based on the type of savings account and on the state of the
country’s economy. The owner of a savings account can (10) , i.e., take out,

money from the account as needed.

K Translate the following sentences using one of the patterns listed in Grammar

Exercises 1-2.

PRIt SRR — 18 A TR IE.
BEARHEMEERIIRIR?

FA 12 7 B AR X R R BT IE

RSB B IR A, IR RBEFEMAE.
PRAZIHCIE AR R P IgE I

R AE B RIRRAZBEI,

METE 7 AN RARAY I A2 flfe th B AR, IR IRIEZERT,
VER— DR, ARAIZAT AL A TRIERAEAE W 25 7 2k E
T — PR WRRICT, Fih & FAE i,

TR HBRAREIAL G, XL ISR ATAE

- RERIEA AT, RERHLEL R,

C BRBCHENAES TR, REHESHA AN HTE,

© oo N o gk whRF

e =
N PO

B Identify and correct the mistake(s) in each of the sentences.

1. No one knows what had happened there.

2. My parents had a good reason to be angry with me. I mustn’t lie to them in the first place.

3. The new Prime Minister is well aware of that there is a lot of problems his
government is faced with.

4. If you would win the prize, what would you do with the money?

5. The guest was greeted by a bunch of flowers at the airport.

6. The teller argued with a young customer when the narrator entered the bank.
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7. The narrator thought the policy made up by the bank was ridiculous.
8. She was reasonable to be angry with me.
9. I shouldn’t have lied to her at first.

10. He had no choice but to do what he told to.

Writing

Write a paragraph of about 150 words on how the narrator tried to help the boy.

Use the answers to the following questions as an outline.

1. What did he say when the teller attended to him? Why did he say that?

2. What did he say about the bank’s policy?

3. What did he do when he found the boy had both deposited and withdrawn money
before?

4. Did he manage to persuade the teller to let the boy withdraw his money?
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pccount

/ v added solemnly, “alone.” I don’t know

why | said “alone”.
1 When | go into a bank | get frightened. “Certainly,” said the accountant, and

The clerks frighten me; the desks brought him.

frighten me; the sight of the money

frightens me; everything frightens me. s The manager was a calm, serious man.

I held my fifty-six dollars, pressed

2 The moment | pass through the doors of together in a ball, in my pocket.

a bank and attempt to do business there,
o “Are you the manager?” | said. God

knows | didn’t doubt it.

I become an irresponsible? fool.

3 | knew this before, but my salary had
been raised to fifty dollarsamonthand I~ 1 Y& he said.
felt that the bank was the only place for 11 “Can | see you,” | asked, “alone?” |
it. didn’t want to say “alone” again, but
+  So I walked unsteadily in and looked without this word the question seemed
round at the clerks with fear. | had an useless.

idea that a person who was about to open 12 The manager looked at me with some

an account must necessarily consult® the anxiety. He felt that | had a terrible
manager. secret to tell.

5 | wentup to a place marked “Accountant”. 13 “Come in here,” he said, and led the
The accountant* was a tall, cool devil. way to a private room. He turned the
The very sight of him frightened me. My key in the lock.

voice sounded as if it came from the grave. 14 “We are safe from interruption here,”

6 “Can | see the manager?” | said, and he said. “Sit down.”

1 Stephen Leacock (1869-1944): a world-famous popular Canadian humorist, educator, lecturer, and
author of more than 30 books of lighthearted sketches and essays

2 irresponsible: thoughtless, scatterbrained, foolish

3 consult: to get information or advice from a person with special knowledge

4 accountant: someone who keeps or examines the records of money received, paid and owed by a
company or person £t
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22

We both sat down and looked at each
other. | found no voice to speak.

“You are one of Pinkerton’st detectives,
I suppose,” he said.

My mysterious manner had made him
think that | was a detective. | knew
what he was thinking, and it made me
worse.

“No, not from Pinkerton’s,” | said,
seeming to mean that | was from a
rival agency?.

“To tell the truth,” I went on, as if
someone had urged me to tell lies
about it, “I am not a detective at all.
I have come to open an account. |
intend to keep all my money in this
bank.”

The manager looked relieved but still
serious; he felt sure now that | was a
very rich man, perhaps a son of Baron
Rothschild?®.

“A large account, | suppose,” he said.

“Fairly large,” | whispered. “I intend
to place in this bank the sum of fifty-
six dollars now and fifty dollars a
month regularly.”
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25
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The manager got up and opened the
door. He called to the accountant.

“Mr. Montgomery,” he said, unkindly
loud, “this gentleman is opening an
account. He will place fifty-six dollars in
it. Good morning.”

I stood up.

A big iron door stood open at the side of
the room.

“Good morning,” | said, and walked into
the safe?.

“Come out,” said the manager coldly,
and showed me the other way.

I went up to the accountant’s position
and pushed the ball of money at him
with a quick, sudden movement as if |
were doing a sort of trick.

My face was terribly pale.

“Here,” | said, “put it in my account.”
The sound of my voice seemed to mean,
“Let us do this painful thing while we
feel that we want to do it.”

He took the money and gave it to another
clerk.

He made me write the sum on a bit of

Pinkerton’s: Pinkerton’s National Detective Agency, a private detective business started by Alan

Pinkerton (1818-1844)

arival agency: (Pinkerton’s ffi#E#4 Friy) =40 F

Baron Rothschild: B4 /R EE 8, B /RERIGEINE 4 R Tt %R, tbaknlge24g Lionel Walter

Rothschild (1868-1937),
safe: fREHE, MCALFEMRATIOARE
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paper and sign my name in a book. I no
longer knew what | was doing. The bank
seemed to swim! before my eyes.

“Is it in the account?” | asked in a
hollow, shaking voice.

“Itis,” said the accountant.
“Then | want to draw a check.”

My idea was to draw out six dollars of
it for present use. Someone gave me a
checkbook and someone else seemed
to think that | was a man who owned
millions of dollars, but was not feeling
very well. | wrote something on the
check and pushed it towards the clerk.
He looked at it.

“What! Are you drawing it all out
again?” he asked in surprise. Then
I realized that | had written fifty-six
dollars instead of six. | was too upset to
reason now. | had a feeling that it was
impossible to explain the thing. All the
clerks had stopped writing to look at me.

Bold and careless in my misery, | made
a decision.

“Yes, the whole thing.”

“You wish to draw your money out of
the bank?”

“Every cent of it.”
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1 swim: to seem to move about; float; experience a dizzy confused sensation (g 2400 5 E| 0%, 4F

46

IAERATTE IR BTERS . )

“Are you not going to put any more
in the account?” said the clerk,
astonished.

“Never.”

A foolish hope came to me that they
might think something had insulted
me while | was writing the check and
that | had changed my mind. | made a
miserable attempt to look like a man
with a fearfully quick temper.

The clerk prepared to pay the money.
“How will you have it?” he said.
“What?”

“How will you have it?”

“Oh” —I1 understood his meaning
and answered without even trying to
think— “in fifty-dollar notes.”

He gave me a fifty-dollar note.
“And the six?” he asked coldly.
“In six dollar notes,” | said.

He gave me six dollars and | rushed
out.

As the big door swung behind me |
heard the sound of a roar of laughter
that went up to the roof of the bank.
Since then | use a bank no more. |
keep my money in my pocket and my
savings in silver dollars in a sock.



Memorable Quotes

Unit 2

| long to accomplish a great and noble task, but it is my chief duty to
accomplish small tasks as if they were great and noble.
—Helen Keller (1880-1968)

Chance favors only the prepared mind.
—Louis Pasteur (1822-1895)

Experience is the name everyone gives to their mistakes.
—Oscar Wilde (1854—-1900)
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