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Academic pursuit

Innovation  
(critical & creative thinking)

Glocal vision
(global & local vision)

1  Background

Target learners:

Engineering students



Before class: project

• What do you want to achieve during your college years?

• Do you sometimes feel you’re not making enough progress at school?

• Do you often read or study subjects of interest to you, even when they don’t 

count toward a grade?

• Are you presently using all or most of your abilities and resources to move 

ahead?

• ‘I’m clear about the way to achieve my goals?’ To what extent do you agree 

with this statement? 

Survey on college life plans



A  Strongly agree.

B  Agree.

C  Not sure.

D  Disagree. 

E  Strongly disagree.

Before class: project

What do you expect to achieve 

during your college years?

A survey respondent

Survey on college life plans

‘I’m clear about the way to achieve my 

goals.’ To what extent do you agree 

with this statement? 



2  Learning objectives

Students should be able to:

1. acquire vocabulary and sentence patterns 

that can be used to define abstract concepts;

2. present a standpoint over a certain 

difference of opinion in a strategic way;

3. define and explain an abstract concept 

from a global and local perspective.

Learning goals

(Unit)

Students should be able to:

1. identify definitions according to linguistic 

indicators;

2. define an abstract concept: good-enough;

3. adopt an appropriate attitude toward 

‘good-enough’ mindset and make their own  

judgement.

Learning objectives

(demo class)



3  Teaching design

Introducing the concept of 
‘definition’

Elaborating common ways of 
defining

Evaluating and practicing 
definitions

Definition

Vital step

Perspective

Foundation



1 2 3 4

Learner 

based
Textbook 

based

Value 

based

Theory 

based

Highlights of the teaching design



4  Assessment

Who?

Teacher-assessment

Self-assessment

Peer-assessment

Language competence

Values and beliefs  

Critical discussion 

competence

What?



Teacher-assessment:   observe, question, feedback

Classroom activities:  critical discussion

4  Assessment



Assessment

4  Assessment

Fulfillment of 
learning objectives

Fulfillment of 
moral education 

Diversified feedbacks Feasible and 
inspiring criteria



Unit 1 Reading 2

It’s OK to be good enough 

and not great

Teaching demo



Definition: what

(Collins English Dictionary)



Definition: what 

(Collins English Dictionary)

Definition (Beardley, Practical Logic, 1950)

Success is the achievement of a high position in a particular field, 
for example in business or politics.

a statement context-sensitivemeaning of a term



Common Ways 
of

Definition

4. Authority

3. Exemplification

2. Negation

1. Prescription

A revolution is not a dinner party, or writing an essay...

Celebrity is someone just like Yuan Longping....

The election must be fair: fair to voters throughout America ...

Hudson, a sociolinguist, sees language as 'a set of linguistic items….'

Definition: how 



Definition: how

An Eastern philosopher once suggests that true success means

feeling content with the unfolding of your life. It is “finding

happiness in your work and life, in the here and now.” The kind

of success that he champions isn't about striving to be great all

the time. It's about being at least OK with where you are,

about accepting being good enough. What's interesting is that

not always trying so hard to be great isn't just the path to

being happier; it's also the path to getting better.

Indicators

mean
be (about)

refer to
be defined as
be regarded as

Definition: how 
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1. Be clear, not ambiguous

2. Be direct, not circular 

3. Be applicable, not too narrow/broad 

Common Rules 

of
Evaluation

Definition: evaluation 



1. Be clear

3. Be applicable

An Eastern philosopher once suggests that true success means

feeling content with the unfolding of your life. It is “finding

happiness in your work and life, in the here and now.” The kind

of success that he champions isn't about striving to be great all

the time. It's about being at least OK with where you are,

about accepting being good enough. What's interesting is that

not always trying so hard to be great isn't just the path to

being happier; it's also the path to getting better.

2. Be direct

Definition: evaluation 



Below is a list of attitudes and behaviors related to success. 

Work in groups and discuss which of the following are 

characteristic of a 'good-enough' mindset.

1.  Focus on making the most of today.      

2.  Always strive to do your best.

3.  Always compare yourself to others.

4.  Be content with what you have or who you are.

5.  Have an extreme fear of failure.

6.  Take real pleasure in the process of achieving something.

7.  Adapt yourself to the fast pace of today’s world.

Definition: practice 
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《劝学》

Definition: practice 



To help freshmen develop an optimal plan for their college life, you are

supposed to give a presentation on how to make the best of college life

and be a ‘good’ college student on the basis of interviews with some

fourth-year students.

Self-assessment:

□ Content

□ Language

□ Delivery

Peer-assessment:

□ Content

□ Language

□ Delivery

Definition: practice 



Consistent 
performance  

Not
making heroic 

efforts every day

A ‘Good’ College Student

Not 
overextending 

oneself

Sustainable
progress

Definition: practice 



Thanks for listening!



Assessment


