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Teaching C
ontext

1.1 University

a comprehensive 
university

distinctive ethnic 
characteristics



1.2 Targeted Students

Teaching C
ontext

first-year 
non-English 

majors

level 4-5 in 
CSE

digital natives

weak in speaking, 
writing & critical 

thinking



Teaching C
ontext

1.3 Text

New College English 
(4th edition) Book 1

Unit 8 Communication 
at Your Fingertips
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Teaching  D
esign

2.1 Teaching Objectives

Grasp topic-related words 
and expressions.

Analyze benefits and 
problems of social media 
dialectically.

Use anecdotes to illustrate 
one’s points.

Build a harmonious 
interpersonal relationship 
through social media.

Cultivate healthy habits for 
personal growth.

Language & Skills Moral Education

Teaching objectives of 
the demo class

Boost cultural confidence.



2.2 Teaching Methodology

Production-Oriented Approach

Motivating Enabling Assessing

Teacher-guided

Teaching  D
esign



2.3 Teaching Procedure

Teaching  D
esign

A SCENARIO

A speech entitled “Social Media, Intimacy or Isolation?”



2.3 Teaching Procedure

Language 
input

lTopic-related words and 
expressions of Reading 1 & 2.
lText structure of Reading 1 & 2.

A mind map on the 
positive & 
negative effects of 
social media

u Peer assessment

Critical 
thinking

lA debate on the positive & 
negative effects of social media.
lHow to make the best out of 
social media.

The first draft of 
the speech u iWrite

Speech 
writing 
strategy

lHow to use anecdotes to 
illustrate one’s points.

The second draft 
of the speech using 
anecdotes

u Teacher-Student 
Collaborative 
Assessment 
(TSCA)

Teaching  D
esign

            



2.4 The Demo Class 

Teaching  D
esign

To make the speech more interesting and 
convincing.

To make students understand deeply how 
social media influence their lives.

Why?Difficult point



• Finish the first draft of 

the speech & upload it 

to Unipus.

• Write the second draft 

of the speech using 

anecdotes.

• The definition of anecdotes
• The functions of anecdotes
• The 3 principles of using 

anecdotes
• Use an anecdote to illustrate 

one’s point.

2.4 The Demo Class 

Teaching  D
esign

Before 
the demo class

During 
the demo class

After 
the demo class



2.4 The Demo Class 

Teacher-Student Collaborative Assessment

Teaching  D
esign

 Using an anecdote to illustrate your point

Principles Requirements 1 2 3 4 5

Briefness  The story is short.      

Relevance  The story addresses the point.      

Descriptive-
ness

 The story contains sensory details.      
 The descriptive words in the story are 
 used accurately.      
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Selecting

Revising

Supplementing

Teaching M
aterials



3.1 Selecting

P195

Teaching M
aterials



3.1 Selecting

P187 paras. 1-3

Analyze the 
three principles 

of anecdotes

Teaching M
aterials



3.1 Selecting
P185

Think deeply 
about the 
relationship 
between human 
and technology

Teaching M
aterials



            

3.2 Revising

Teaching M
aterials



3.3 Supplementing

Teaching M
aterials

Two TED talk videos Some pictures for better 
understanding of anecdotes



Student-centered

New College English (4th edition)

Teaching M
aterials
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1 Review

2 What is an anecdote?

3 How to use anecdotes?

4 Wrap-up
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R
eview

Social Media, Intimacy or Isolation?

too many explanations



R
eview

How can we  illustrate 
our points vividly and 

effectively?
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Material from the Internet



W
hat is an anecdote?

Resonate deeply with the audience

failures obstacles happiness lucky breaks

Anecdotes short stories



W
hat is an anecdote?

short stories
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H
ow

 to use anecdotes? 

Read Paragraphs 1-2  and answer my questions. 

Paras. 1-2



H
ow

 to use anecdotes? 

Para. 2

brief



H
ow

 to use anecdotes? 

brief

relevant



H
ow

 to use anecdotes? 

They have to be 
separated.

be relevant to 

father

son

Instant 
messages

make them
happy.

Main point



H
ow

 to use anecdotes? 

brief

relevant

descriptive



H
ow

 to use anecdotes? 

“I’d listen to him describe a piece of bacon and hang on every word.”

Para. 3

How to make 
your description 

more vivid?



• He is standing _________. This 
person thought everyone must 
have heard his heart ________. 
He is wiping the _____________ 
with a handkerchief.                

restlessly

sweaty forehead 

pounding

H
ow

 to use anecdotes? 

Descriptiveness



H
ow

 to use anecdotes? 

Sensory
details



Social media enables intimacyMaterial from the Internet



H
ow

 to use anecdotes? 

sneaks away from the oven

cleans his hand from flour

calls his wife



brief relevant descriptive

Three Principles

H
ow

 to use anecdotes? 



Unit project: 
A speech entitled 
“Social Media, 
Intimacy or Isolation?”

Oral task:
Use an anecdote to 
illustrate one of 
your points.

H
ow

 to use anecdotes? 

Practice time



H
ow

 to use anecdotes? 

Sentence patterns 

Once upon a time…
It’s an interesting story…
It was …years ago,
I can still remember the day I …
I’d like to share with you a story….
It all started when I …
Every time I…, I …



H
ow

 to use anecdotes? 

Work in groups and choose the best one based on the following 
checklist.

 1-Poor, 2-Fair, 3-Satisfactory, 4-Good, 5-Very good

Principles Requirements 1 2 3 4 5

Briefness  The story is short.      

Relevance  The story addresses the point.      

Descriptive-
ness

 The story contains sensory details.      
 The descriptive words in the story are 
 used accurately.      



Group One’s report
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W
rap-up

君子役物，小人役于物。
                          
                         ---荀子

The gentleman makes 
things his servants; the petty 
man is servant to things. 

 ---Xunzi



W
rap-up Homework




