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• Freshmen English majors
• Comprehensive university
• Current level: CSE 4

• Target Students

Strength Weakness
Strong in basic linguistic knowledge Weak in logical reasoning 



• Teaching Focus

Reading 1 
Is social media the enemy?

(pp.187-196)

Unit Themes



Motivating: Unit 8 project

Motivating 1 scenario:
Writing competition

“Is social media making
 your life more 
complicated?” 

Motivating 2 scenario:
Speech contest 

“Is social media making
 your study easier?”

Motivating 3 scenario: 
Debate tournament

“Does social media negatively
 affect your mental health?”

Enabling 1 Enabling 2 Enabling 3

Input: 
Text + Video

Input: 
Text + Video

Input: 
Text + Video

Output: 
Essay

Output: 
Speech

Output: 
Debate

Diagnostic & 
formative assessment

Enabling

Unit project Ted X: Apps design special event 

Collaborative assessment

Teaching Approach

Diagnostic & 
formative assessment

Diagnostic & 
formative assessment

Teaching design of Unit 8 based on POA



• Teaching Objectives of Unit 8

6 periods

Language

Skill

Value

Grasp expressions to present different types of evidence; 
Evaluate various aspects of digital communication;

Identify the structure and logic of an argumentative essay; 
Argue with proper evidence and sound reasoning; 

Embrace one’s imperfections and cultivate inner beauty;
Foster information literacy to use social media wisely & responsibly.



Session Time Teacher activities Students activities POA phase
Session 1

（Periods 1-2）
Task 1

Before class • conducts quizzes on vocabularies; • grasp vocabularies and preview the text; M&A

In class • introduces text background and conducts 
comprehension check on three types of 
viewpoints on new-tech;  

• instructs on the effective use of anecdote.

• understand different views on the digital media;
• identify the features of anecdote;
• evaluate the effectiveness of anecdote in 

argumentative writing.

E&M&A

After class • assesses the task 1 and selects  a model 
on the university platform;

• assigns task 2: social media and study.

• create a mind-map for task 1 on social media 
& life;

• carry out task 1.

A & M

Session 2
（Periods 3-4）

Task  2

Before class • gives out handouts and learning materials;
• collects data on students’ learning.

• learn a mini-lecture and the Ted Talk;
• select evidence on social media & study.

A

In class • conducts text analysis and shares goals;
• provides a scaffold to help students 

structure evidence logically.

• identify the credibility of the evidence for task 
2;

• analyze the author’s line of reasoning;
• argue with logically structured evidence.

E&M&A

After class • assesses students’ presentation video; 
• puts students’ self-reflection in a portfolio.

• self-assess and upload the product on Unipus;
• reflect on the impact of social media & logical 

reasoning;
• summarize reading 2.

A

Session 3
（Periods 5-6）

Task 3
Unit-project

In class • explains what counter-argument is in 
Reading 2;

• organizes a debate: “Does social media 
affect appearance anxiety?”

• defend with counter-argument;
• justify one’s point with proper reasoning;
• measure each other’s opinion on  “Is social 

media to blame for our appearance anxiety”.

E&M&A

After class • carries out teacher-student collaborative 
assessment on the group projects.

• synthesize previous findings & present apps 
design in Ted X special event in groups.

A

Unit 8  Teaching Design (M:Motivating E:Enabling A:Assessment)

To argue with logically 
structured evidence. 



Relevant 
&

typical
+

• Rationale Behind Demo Session  
Student-selected topic

Is social media making 
your study easier?

Teacher’s diagnostic analysis

Illogical organization of 
evidence

How?



• Teaching Objectives of Demo Session 

Argue with logically structured evidence;
Skill

Grasp important linking words to indicate the order of the evidence

Strike a proper balance between study & the use of social media. 

Language

Value

logical order of evidence



• Procedures – Motivating

Students Teacher explains objectives.

Students become aware of 
deficiency in organizing the evidence.



Content 
knowledge

Discourse
structure

Lexical 
resource

 

• Procedures – Enabling



• Enabling – Content Knowledge 

Supplemented speech
(students collected) 

Textbook

Supplemented mini-lecture 
(teacher provided)  



• Enabling – Discourse Structure 



• Enabling – Lexical Resources 
  

Textbook examples:
• First…
• I recently…
• In XXX, there is an article…
• Another observation …

(pp.187-189)

Point by point:
• First/Firstly/The first one 

is…
• In addition 

/Moreover/Still…
• Last/Finally/In 

conclusion…
Introduce an evidence:
• Take the case of…
• Let me illustrate it by…
• For instance…

Discourse Markers

Selective 



• Assessing



• Before Class 

1 2Students monitor their learning Teacher diagnoses weak spots

Assessment for learning

Group Project To-do List
Mini tasks

1. Learn about “Types of evidence” on Unipus.

2. Choose your group’s attitude toward the topic “Is 
social media making your life easier?”
3. Select evidence to support your argument. 

4. Structure the evidence in a logical order.

5. Explain why you arrange the evidence in this order. 



1

Peer assessment
(Teacher-guided) 

2

    Teacher assessment

Checklist Yes No

1. Has the group used at least 3 types of 
evidence in the speech?

2. Has the group used any linking word to 
indicate the order of the evidence?

3. Has the group structured the evidence into 
a logical order?

4. Has the group provided convincing 
explanations for the chosen order?

Assessment as learning• During Class 



TSCA on students’ final product Teacher collects self-reflection

Assessment of learning• After Class 



Effective Learning

Highlights: Going Into & Beyond the Textbook

Highlighted points Into and beyond the textbook

Appropriate objectives
Into Textbook objectives

Beyond Value-embeded obejctives

Effective enabling

Into Textbook reading materials

Beyond Students’ contributions and 
selections

Productive output
In Unit project

Beyond Unit project+3 tasks

01 User

02 Designer

03 Creator

Teacher’s role



Value-oriented objectives of U8
social media 

social media objectively

Value (Task 1)

Strike a proper balance between 
the use of social media & study. 

Value (Task 2)

Build a healthy relationship 
with social media.

Value (Task 3)

• Appropriate Objectives
Language & skill objectives



• Effective Enabling
Students’ contribution Students’ selection

Unit project theme:

Social media’s impact 

on college students.

Students’ survey



Task 2 Theme: 
Social media & study

Task 1 Theme:
Social media & life 

Unit-project Theme:
Design apps for students

Task 3 Theme: 
Social media 
& mental health

Skill: Illustrate one’ s 

points with anecdotes;

Output: Writing.

Skill: Rearrange different 

types of evidence logically;

Output: Speech.

Skill: Defend with 

counter-argument;

Output: Debate. 

Skill: Synthesize all sub-skills;

Output: TED X presentation.

• Productive Output: Progression of Tasks

Achievable challenges



• Productive Output: Mini-tasks of Task 2

  Analyze the text (Read and think)

   Carry out the task (Group report)

   Evaluate the evidence (Think out loud)

 Understand different types of evidence
(Fill in the blanks)

  Select relevant evidence (Research)
 



• Productive Output: Progression of Mini-tasks of Task 2

  Analyze the text (Read and Think)

   Carryout the task (Group report)

   Evaluate the evidence (Think out Loud)
 (Ritchhart et al., 2011) 

 Understand different types of evidence
(Fill in the blanks)

  Collect relevant evidence (Research)
 

Task 2 Theme: 
Social media & study

Task 1 Theme:
Social media & life 

Unit-project Theme:
Design apps  for students

Task 3 Theme: 
Social media 
& mental health

Skill: Illustrate one’ s 

points with anecdotes;

Output: Writing.

Skill: Rearrange different 

types of evidence logically;

Output: Speech.

Skill: Defend with 

counter-argument;

Output: Debate. 

Skill: Synthesize all sub-skills;

Output: TED X presentation.

Varied 
recycling
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your fingertipsUnit 8

Reading 1
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PART 01 Task Scenario



Task Scenario

Suppose you are going to attend a public speaking 

contest held by your university and the topic is 

“Is social media making your study easier?” 

Please prepare your speech for delivery.  



Task Requirement

Group Project To-do List

Mini tasks

1. Learn about “Types of evidence” on Unipus.

2. Choose your group’s attitude toward the topic “Is 
social media making your life easier?”
3. Select evidence to support your argument. 

4. Structure the evidence in a logical order.

5. Explain why you arrange the evidence in this order. 

  

  

  

  

  

✅

✅

✅



Group Project To-do List

Mini tasks

1. Learn about “Types of evidence” on Unipus.

2. Choose your group’s attitude toward the topic “Is 
social media making your life easier?”
3. Select evidence to support your argument. 

Task Requirement

  

  

  

  

  

✅

✅

✅
4. Structure the evidence in a logical order.

5. Explain why you arrange the evidence in this order. 



PART 02 Teaching Objectives



1 Language
Grasp important linking words to indicate the 
order of the evidence. 

2 Skill Illustrate your point with proper reasoning by 
structuring the evidence into a logical order. 

3 Value Strike a proper balance between study and the 
use of social media. 

Teaching objectives



PART 03 Read & Think



Review – Types of Evidence



Review – Types of evidence

1. ___________________

2. ____________________

3. ____________________

1.  A short, often funny story, especially about something 
that someone has done. 

2. A kind of study where the researcher observes 
individuals without intervention.

3. An article published in magazines.

Write the type of evidence in each blank based on the given description.

anecdote

observational study

magazine article

anecdote

observational study

magazine article



Review – Main idea of the text



Review – Main idea of the text



Review – Main idea of the text



Read & Think

A. A magazine article.

B. An observational study.

C. An anecdote.

1. Paras. 5–6
2. Para. 8

3. Para. 9

Paras. 5-6

I recently asked my friends the question: “Are 

social media apps making you feel closer to 

people or farther away?” The theme of the 

responses to my questions seemed to be 

summed up by my friend Jason, who wrote, 

“Closer to people I’m far away from.”…

C. An anecdote.

Choose the right type of evidence in the paragraphs.



Read & Think

A. A magazine article.

B. An observational study.

C. An anecdote.

1. Paras. 5–6

2. Para. 8
3. Para. 9

Para. 8

A. A magazine article.

In                            this week, there’s an article       

                                                          The author 

breaks down a large number of new books on 

the subject and categorizes them…

Choose the right type of evidence in the paragraph.

“How the Internet Gets Inside Us.”

The New Yorker



Read & Think

A. A magazine article.

B. An observational study.

C. An anecdote.

1. Paras. 5–6

2. Para. 8

3. Para. 9

Para. 9

B. An observational study.

Another observation from the coffee shop: 

Sitting not far from me, five people are looking 

at screens, and four people are reading 

something on paper. …

Choose the right type of evidence in the paragraph.



Read & Think

A. A magazine article.

B. An observational study.

C. An anecdote.

1. Paras. 5–6

2. Para. 8

3. Para. 9

Para. 9

B. An observational study.

Choose the right type of evidence in the paragraph.

Another observation from the coffee shop: 

Sitting not far from me, five people are looking 

at screens, and four people are reading 

something on paper. …



Magazine article Para. 8 An article “How the Internet Gets Inside Us.” 
in The New Yorker.

Observational 
study Para. 9 An Observational study about the people in 

the coffee shop.

Conclusion
Para. 11: Social media is not the enemy as long as we 
use it reasonably.

Anecdote Paras. 5-6 A Story about friend Jason.

Introduction Para. 1 The bond between two separate events is as 
human as it is electronic.

Read & Think



Magazine article

Observational 
study

Conclusion

Anecdote

Introduction

Read & Think

Question: 

Why does the author arrange the evidence in the order 

of “anecdote - magazine article - observational 

study” ?
A. He arranges the evidence randomly.

B. He arranges the evidence in a “weak to strong” structure. 



Magazine article
Evidence from the author’s reading materials.

Observational 
study

Evidence from the author’s scientific observation 
of a typical group of people.

Conclusion

Anecdote
Evidence from the author’s daily life.

Introduction

Read & Think



Task Scenario

Suppose you are going to attend a public speaking 

contest held by your university and the topic is 

“Is social media making your study easier?” 

Please prepare your speech for delivery.  



Logical 

order
3 types

Explanation

Linking 
words

Checklist Yes No

1. Has the group used at least 3 types of evidence 
in the speech?

2. Has the group used any linking word to indicate 
the order of the evidence?

3. Has the group structured the evidence into a 
logical order?

4. Has the group provided convincing 
explanations for the chosen order?

Checklist



Linking words:

• first, second, third

• firstly, secondly, thirdly

• next, last, finally

• in addition, moreover

• further, furthermore

• another, also

Language Toolbox



Task Scenario

Suppose you are going to attend a public speaking 

contest held by your university and the topic is 

“Is social media making your study easier?” 

Please prepare your speech for delivery.  



In-class Reports



In-class Reports



In-class Report – Group 4



Evidence 1

• News: In China, only 10% of college students use 
social media for study.

Evidence 2

• On-campus interviews: Most of our classmates find 
social media distracting.

Evidence 3

• Anecdote: Social media provide me with numerous 
information, but the information is hardly systematic.

In-class Report – Group 4

Checklist Yes No

✓

✓

✓

✓

1. Has the group used at least 3 types of 
evidence in the speech?

2. Has the group used any linking word 
to indicate the order of the evidence?

3. Has the group structured the evidence 
into a logical order?

4. Has the group provided convincing 
explanations for the chosen order?



Polish your speech and videotape yourself 
delivering the speech. Upload the video and 

submit your self-reflection to Unipus. 

Homework



Thank you!
Group 16


