
Vocabulary	and	structure
1 	 Form	compound	nouns	with	the	words	in	the	box.

        dancing     hall     jacket     sport     year

1 ballroom    6 team 

2 dining    7 lecture 

3 gap    8 folk 

4 book    9 extreme 

5 leather 

2 	 	Complete	the	sentences	with	the	correct	form	of	the	compound	nouns	you	formed	in	
Activity	1.

1   such as basketball and rugby have always been very popular 

with students.

2 The   showed a picture of an Oxford University college.  

3 Students who are late should sit at the back of the  .

4 Alice signed up for the   club because she was interested in waltz.

5 During my  , I spent three months travelling around Australia. 

3 	 Underline	the	correct	preposition	or	adverb	to	complete	each	sentence.

1 Our tutor said he would run in / through / on the explanation again if we wanted.

2 I was walking to the lecture hall when I ran into / after / up my friend Tina, who I 

thought had gone away for the weekend.

3 It’s easy to run out / up / in large debts while at university.

4 I was revising for my exams at two in the morning and realized that I had run out of / 

into / by coffee.

5 Can I run an idea at / on / by you? I’d like to know what you think.

6 The librarian ran on / after / along Max with the library book, which he had left on 

the desk.

7 My brother got run at / over / across	in	his	fi	rst	few	weeks	at	university.	Fortunately,	

he was not injured too badly.

8 He was unhappy as a teenager and had run out / through / away from home several 

times. 
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4 	 Read	the	information.	

Word formation

Adjective Prefi x meaning “not” Opposite adjective

friendly un- unfriendly

complete in- incomplete

regular ir- irregular

	 	 Now	form	the	opposite	adjectives	of	the	words.

1 informed  6 pleasant 

2 impressed  7 capable 

3 adequate  8 intelligent 

4 complicated  9 rational 

5 responsible 

5 	 	Replace	the	underlined	words	with	the	adjectives	you	formed	in	Activity	4.	You	may	need	
to	make	other	changes.

1 The interviewers were not impressed by the student’s performance.

2 The students did not behave pleasantly towards the newcomer.

3 I’m not capable of understanding higher mathematics.

4 The explanation was not complicated and easy to understand.

5 Students can sometimes be not responsible.

6 “That’s not an adequate explanation,” my tutor said. “Try again.”

7 “Your explanation is not rational,” he continued. “Think harder!”

8 I agreed that it was not an intelligent thing to say. 

9 I felt that the last part of the book was not important, so I didn’t read it.

6 	 	Complete	the	paragraph	with	the	correct	form	of	the	words	and	expressions	in	the	box.

admiring    admissions offi ce    attitude    background    chat    determined

get to know    queue    study late into the night    textbook

I left the library pleased that I had found the (1)  I had been looking for, 

went to the dining hall and joined the long (2)  for lunch. Although it was 

only my third day at university, I (3) 	fi	ve	or	six	people	and	was	pleased	to	

fi	nd	myself	next	to	Terry,	a	boy	I	had	met	on	my	fi	rst	day.	We	started	(4)	  and 

he reminded me that we needed to go to the (5)  to collect some documents. 

He told me that he (6)  and the girl next to him looked at him (7) .

It was clear that Terry had a very responsible (8)  to work, but I found myself 

wondering	 if	 he	was	working	 too	hard.	We	had	 lunch	 together	 and	he	 told	me	

that his family (9)  was very academic. It soon became clear that he was

(10)  to become as successful as his parents in the academic world.

“Ir-” is used before 

adjectives beginning 

with “r”. 
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7 	 	Underline	the	correct	word	or	expression	to	complete	each	sentence.

1	We	met	a	group	of	undergraduates / graduates who were celebrating the fact that 

they had got good grades / degrees at the end of their four years at university. 

2 Everyone agreed that the university rules / laws were very fair.

3 I’m glad that I won’t have to take / pass any exams until March.

4 Realizing that he was late, Max speeded / rushed down the corridor towards the 

lecture hall.

5 Many of the students were very nervous / frightened about whether they would make 

friends.

6 Often in lectures I write notes so quickly that afterwards I can’t read my print / 

handwriting.

7 The tutor was surprised that the freshers were so ignorant of / sure about the 

university’s history. 

8 	 	Rewrite	the	sentences	using	with	/	without.

1	She	is	an	experienced	tutor.	She	has	a	lot	to	say	about	students’	problems	in	their	first	
few months at university.

 

2 The admissions officer turned his face to someone else. He didn’t answer my 

question.  

 

3 The girl I was sitting next to at lunch was blue-eyed. She had long blond hair that 

almost reached her waist.

 

4	Anna	walked	confidently	into	her	hall	of	residence.	Her	best	friend	was	beside	her.	
 

5 He spoke loudly. He didn’t consider whether he was actually answering the question.

 

6 My tutor is a kind man. He does not have the cold manner that Oxford tutors 

sometimes have.

 

9 	 	Complete	the	paragraph	with	a	/	an	/	the.

I have (1)  monthly allowance from my parents, but I’ve spent most of it 

already and it’s only (2)  third week of the term. (3)  biggest cost 

I	have	is	textbooks.	For	example,	(4)	  textbook I’m reading at (5)  

moment	costs	£40.	But	I’ve	also	spent	(6)	  great deal of money on things 

which	 I	don’t	 really	need,	 such	as	 clothes.	For	example,	 at	 (7)	  end of 

Freshers’	Week	I	went	out	with	(8)	  new friend I’d made. She is (9)  
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Londoner and Londoners tend to spend money on clothes. She persuaded me to buy 

(10)  absolutely gorgeous dress, although I knew I had only (11)  

little of my allowance left. It was (12)  really stupid thing to do. Yesterday 

when I went to (13) 	bank,	 (14)	  bank clerk told me that I was 

overdrawn and that I only had (15)  very small amount of money left – 

(16)  fact I knew already, of course. I immediately rang my parents and asked 

them if they could increase my allowance, but they refused. My mother said, “Darling, 

you’re (17)  university student, you’ve got to learn to live on nothing!” So 

(18)  only thing I could do was borrow some money from (19)  

friend	I	went	shopping	with!	What	(20)	  idiot I was! I’ve learnt (21)  

lesson I won’t forget. 

Reading
1 	 Read	the	passage	Diary	of	a	fresher	and	complete	the	sentences.

  1 The writer’s mother is short of breath because .

  2 The writer’s father leaves the room because .

  3 The writer stops feeling hungry because .

  4 Sophie realizes that the writer has just got up because .

  5 The writer is impressed by Sophie because .

  6 The writer signs up for four clubs because .

  7 The writer’s brother has tried to rent out the bedroom because .

  8 The writer is not sure what happens to her dirty clothes because .

  9	The	writer	wants	her	mother	to	ring	on	Friday	because	 .

10 The writer’s mother phones every day because .

2 	 Read	the	extract	from	Tis:	A	Memoir	and	choose	the	best	way	to	complete	the	sentences.	

1 The writer feels he’s in heaven because he .

 (a) has read Dostoyevsky and Melville

 (b) is at NYU

 (c) is going to take the Introduction to Literature course

 (d) is very interested in the history of education in America

2 The writer doesn’t ask any questions because .

 (a) people would start to guess where he’s from

 (b) people laugh at him when he speaks

 (c) his American accent doesn’t work

 (d) the class would stare at him because he’s Irish
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3 The Pilgrims’ ideas about education .

 (a) took a long time to form

 (b) were about a different way of seeing the world

 (c) were new and exciting

 (d) were formed by the Reformation

4 The writer feels confused by .

 (a) the amount of information the professor is giving out

 (b) the other students’ questions

 (c) the fact that the English persecuted the Irish

 (d) the fact that the women are busier scribbling than the men

5 The writer wants to impress a girl with .

 (a) how much he knows about Dostoyevsky and Melville

 (b) how clever he is

 (c) how much he knows about the history of education in America

 (d) how attractive he is

3 	 Read	the	passage.	

Hi folks,

Welcome	to	St	Bedes	College.	 I’m	Kathy	Mac-

millan, President of the Students’ Union, and I’m in 

my third year, reading Physics. I’m also responsible 

for	organizing	Freshers’	Week	social	 events	 this	

year, so you can blame me if you have a bad time. 

Freshers’	Week	is	a	great	way	to	kick	start	your	

life at uni. Use this week to relax, make new friends, 

meet	 the	 staff,	 and	discover	Bedes	 and	 the	 area	

around it – that’s quite a list!

Be	 sure	 to	 look	 out	 for	 our	 Students’	Union	

representatives as they’ll show you where you are 

staying on campus and help you settle in – they’re the 

guys in red T-shirts. The Students’ Union is the social 

centre of the university, so don’t make the mistake of 

missing	the	Welcome	Party	there	on	Saturday	evening	

and be sure to wear your party gear. 

On Sunday we’ve prepared a fabulous sports 

tournament for freshers versus undergraduates to 

help different years get to know each other. Then 

prepare	yourself	 for	Band	Night	 in	 the	Students’	

Union	with	 the	Shanghai	Blues,	 a	 fantastic	 pop	

group from (you’ve guessed it) Shanghai!

On	Monday,	at	 the	Freshers’	Fair	you	can	 join	

the	different	societies	at	St	Bede’s	–	 the	Debating	

Society	 is	one	of	 the	best.	We	all	want	something	

for nothing, and there’ll be free T-shirts, posters, and 

caps. You can also join a sports club. Last year our 

rowing	eight	won	fi	rst	prize	at	the	Bede’s	Regatta.	

On Tuesday, lectures start for some and for the 

rest it’s interviews with your course leaders and 

academic	 tutors.	But	be	 ready	 for	our	Full	Moon	

Party and a dip in the river.

Other events are listed on Students’ Union 

noticeboard and if you’ve got any problems, email 

me at kathymacmillan@bedes.net. 

Have	 an	 awesome	 Freshers’	Week	 and	 an	

unforgettable start to your university career!

Freshers’ Week 
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	 	 Now	complete	the	sentences.

1	Freshers’	Week	events	have	been	arranged	by	 .

2	Freshers	will	recognize	Students’	Union	representatives	because	 .

3	The	Welcome	Party	is	held	at	 .

4 To help different years get to know each other there will be a(n) .

5 There will be things you don’t have to pay for at .

6 The sport that is mentioned is .

7 Some students will start work on .

8	To	fi	nd	out	about	other	events,	look	at	 . 

4 	 Answer	the	questions	about	the	words	and	expressions.

1 If you organize something, do you (a) arrange it, or (b) write about it?

2 If you go to a social event, will you (a) do something on your own, or (b) meet other 

people?

3 Is uni the shortened form for (a) union, or (b) university?

4 If you belong to the staff, do you (a) work for a particular organization, or (b) belong 

to a club?

5 Does a representative (a) belong to a group, or (b) work on their own? 

6 Is a tournament (a) a game, or (b) a series of games? 

7 Is a society (a) a group that studies together, or (b) a club?

8 If you look at a noticeboard, do you want (a) information, or (b) to buy something?

5 	 Read	the	passage.	

Yes,	it’s	Freshers’	Week,	and	while	everyone	else	

is having the time of their life, you’re homesick; 

there’s not a soul you know, you’ve only made one 

“friend” and the two of you are clinging together as 

if you were drowning in heavy seas. It’s so bad that 

you’re seriously considering jumping on the next 

train back home.

Sound	familiar?	Of	course	it	does.	Freshers’	Week	

tends to be seen as a weeklong party in which you 

make lifelong friends, but for many people it can 

be a bit of an ordeal. So here are some tips about a 

fresher’s two biggest problems:

Feeling homesick: Everyone does, but be aware 

that the feeling will pass as you get used to your new 

environment and meet people you really get on with. 

In the meantime, it helps to keep in close contact 

with	your	 friends	and	 family.	But	 remember	 that	

the way you’re going to get over feeling homesick 

is to get out there and meet people – so don’t sit at 

your computer all day writing email after email to 

your friends back home. Along the same lines, at the 

weekends, try not to go home too often. Stay around 

at uni and you’ll meet other people like you, people 

who want to develop some meaningful relationships.

Difficulty making friends: This is something 

few of us want to admit to, but the truth is that a 

Freshers’ Week blues
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lot of young people are shy and find it difficult to 

make friends in an unfamiliar environment with no 

one they know to support them. If you’re feeling 

unconfident,	the	best	way	to	get	over	it	is	to	join	lots	

of clubs. Once you decide on the ones that interest 

you	and	get	involved	with	them,	you’ll	find	yourself	

having fun with people who share your interests – in 

other words, friends! 

	 	 Now	choose	the	best	way	to	complete	the	sentences.

1 The writer suggests that .

	 (a)	freshers	often	want	to	go	back	home	during	Freshers’	Week

	 (b)	most	people	have	a	very	good	time	during	Freshers’	Week

 (c)  when freshers make friends, they often stay together all the time because they like 

each other

	 (d)	you	have	a	bad	time	during	Freshers’	Week	if	you	don’t	know	anyone

2 The writer says that .

	 (a)	it’s	well-known	that	many	people	have	a	bad	time	during	Freshers’	week

	 (b)	everyone	has	a	bad	time	during	Freshers’	week

	 (c)	Freshers’	Week	is	a	party	that	lasts	a	week

	 (d)	everyone	makes	friends	that	they	have	for	life	during	Freshers’	week

3 The writer says that .

	 (a)	it	can	be	very	difficult	to	get	over	feeling	homesick

 (b) you will get over feeling homesick

 (c)  the best way to get over feeling homesick is to keep emailing your family and 

friends

 (d) you must get used to your new environment

4 Many young people .

 (a) don’t like to admit they need friends to help them

 (b) can’t make friends easily in an unfamiliar environment

 (c) feel shy in a new environment with no one they know

 (d) won’t admit they have no friends

5 According to the writer, clubs are a good way to make friends because .

 (a) you’ll meet people who interest you

	 (b)	it	helps	you	feel	more	confident	because	you’re	having	fun

 (c) you’ll want to get involved with people

 (d) you’ll meet people who like the things you like
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6 	 Match	the	words	and	expressions	in	the	box	with	their	definitions.

admit    cling    familiar    get involved with    get on with   
get over    homesick    keep in contact    ordeal    pass

		1 to take part in something

		2 an extremely unpleasant experience

		3 to communicate with

		4 to start to feel happy or well again after something bad has happened to you

		5 to agree that something bad is true

  6 to stop happening

  7 well-known to you

  8 to stay very close to someone, usually because you want them to protect you

  9 feeling sad and alone because you are far from home

10 to like someone and be friendly with them 

Integrated	skills	training
1 	 	Complete	the	paragraph	with	the	correct	words.	Use	only	one	word	 in	each	blank.	

Sometimes	more	than	one	answer	is	possible.

During	the	first	few	weeks	at	college,	I	could	do	exactly	(1)	  I wanted. 

But	I	found	the	lack	of	(2)	 	quite	difficult.	At	school	we	had	always	been	

told what to do. Now there was no one (3)  tell me that I must get my 

essay	 (4)	  on time or that I should get up early to avoid the long queue 

for	breakfast.	On	 the	 third	day	of	Freshers’	Week	 I	had	 intended	 to	 (5)	  

up for an important course, but I overslept and (6)  the time I got to the 

office	 there	were	no	more	places	 left.	On	 the	fifth	day,	 I	 lost	my	watch,	and	was	

so (7) 	 that	 I	decided	not	 to	buy	another	one.	But	 the	problem	was	 that	

(8)  a watch, I kept (9)  late for lectures. So in the end I gave 

in and bought another one. Slowly I began to realize that I was (10)  for 

my	life	and	no	one	else.	For	a	while	this	thought	made	me	very	nervous	and	I	had	

difficulty	(11)	  at night. Then one night the thought entered my head that 

(12)  it was my life, I could make it a very good one. I woke up the next 

morning, extremely happy in a way I’d never felt before. 

2 	 Rewrite	the	sentences	using	the	correct	form	of	the	words	and	expressions	in	brackets.	

1	Malcolm	had	a	lot	of	trouble	managing	his	allowance.	(difficult)

 

2 His hands shake a little as he speaks, and his coffee spills into the saucer. (make)
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		3 I didn’t feel I needed to do the course, but she wanted me to take it. (which)

  

		4	 	Malcolm,	who	was	working	late	to	finish	an	essay,	found	that	there	was	no	coffee	

left. (run out of)

  

		5 It’s no longer my parents’ or my teachers’ responsibility to look after me. (anymore)

  

		6 My mother calls and wants to know if I’ve met my tutor yet. (wanting)

  

  7 Since I’ve made a new friend, I feel a lot happier. (having)

  

  8	 Frank	felt	very	proud	that	he	had	read	Dostoyevsky	and	Melville.	(proud	of)

  

  9 There weren’t enough textbooks on the subject, so the library bought more. (lack of)

  

10  That evening, Martin went to a party and then went swimming in the river. (as well 

as)

  

3 	 	Use	the	words	to	make	complete	sentences.	You	may	need	to	make	other	changes.

1 I / be / not sure / happens / my dirty clothes / after / put / them / clothes basket / and / 

before	/	find	/	them	/	clean	/	iron	/	fold	/	my	wardrobe

 

2	 I	don’t	know	/	I	/	have	to	/	introduce	/	literature	/	but	/	the	woman	/	admissions	office	
/ say / it / be / a requirement

 

3	 I	/	in	heaven	/	the	first	thing	/	do	/	be	/	buy	/	required	textbooks	/	cover	/	them	/	purple	/ 
white / NYU book jackets / people / subway / look at / me / admiringly

 

4 then / I / wonder / I / have / this fat textbook / American education / I / carry / in 

subways / people / can admire / me / be / a college student

 

5 when / I / arrive / university / I / try / make notes / everything / professors / say / their 

lectures

 

	 	 Now	look	at	the	sentences	in	the	Student’s	Book	and	check	your	answers.
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4 	 Translate	the	sentences	into	Chinese.

1	Use	this	week	to	relax,	make	new	friends,	meet	the	staff,	and	discover	Bedes	and	the	
area around it – that’s quite a list! 

 

2 On Sunday we’ve prepared a fabulous sports tournament for freshers versus 

undergraduates to help different years get to know each other.

 

3	On	Monday,	at	the	Freshers’	Fair	you	can	join	the	different	societies	at	St	Bede’s	–	

the Debating Society is one of the best. 

 

4	Yes,	it’s	Freshers’	Week,	and	while	everyone	else	is	having	the	time	of	their	life,	

you’re homesick; there’s not a soul you know, you’ve only made one “friend” and the 

two of you are clinging together as if you were drowning in heavy seas.

 

 

5	Freshers’	Week	tends	 to	be	seen	as	a	weeklong	party	 in	which	you	make	lifelong	

friends, but for many people it can be a bit of an ordeal.

 

5 	 Translate	the	sentences	into	English.

1 格林教授刚开始讲课，这个年轻人就上气不接下气地跑进了教室。(barely; short of 

breath)

 

2 登上“五月花号”的时候，清教徒们相信新大陆是他们躲避欧洲宗教迫害的避难所。(sure; 

shelter; religious persecution)

 

 

3 这首老歌的歌词保存了下来，而伴奏乐曲已经失传了。(while; accompany)

 

4 经理被他的诚实和勤奋所打动，决定给他一份工作。(impress)
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