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Section    A

U N I T 1

PART I

UNDERSTANDING AND LEARNING

The Pursuit of Happiness

Background Information

1. constitution
The core of a nation’s national philosophy is usually expressed in its constitution. In some

countries, such as the United States, the nation’s political philosophy has been set down in a
single written document. In other countries, such as Great Britain, the substance of the nation’s
political philosophy consists of separate laws and judicial decisions made over hundreds of
years. Thus Great Britain’s �constitution� is simply all those laws and court opinions that are
still in force. Regardless of whether a country’s constitution is found in a single document or
in many, it is usually extended through interpretation, customs, and traditions.

To endure over a period of time, a written document must contain thought and language
so flexible as to be interpreted differently by succeeding generations to meet new governmen-
tal requirements, changes in social customs, and technological advances. This does not mean
that a particular principle stated in a constitution will be ignored when it is no longer needed.
It means the principle will simply be redefined to fit the new situations as they come into being.
For this reason, interpretation of a constitution is often as important as the formal document
itself.

The United States Constitution is a lean document that has been expanded substantially
both through judicial interpretation and political practice. As the oldest written constitution
in existence, it has proved well able to withstand the test of time.

There are 7 articles and 27 amendments in The Constitution of the United States of
America (Woll & Binstock 1984: 574). The full Constitution can be viewed at the following
addresses: http: //www.house.gov/Constitution/Constitution.html, http: //www.law.cornell.edu/constitu-

tion/constitution.overview.html, http: //www.usconstitution.net.

2. Jonathan Swift
Jonathan Swift (1667�1745) was an English satirist. Born in Ireland of English parents,

Swift lived a life that might almost be described as a continual flight from Ireland and a
constant return to it, as if the fugitive were impelled by an unalterable destiny. His greatest
disappointment was his failure to become a bishop in England and his being given, instead,
the deanship of St. Patrick’s Cathedral in Dublin.
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Swift attended Kilkenny Grammar School and Trinity College; he first left Ireland in
1688, and for most part of the 1690s he served as secretary to Sir William Temple at Moor
Park, Surrey, where he had time to read and to try his hand at writing. Resenting his dependent
status and distressed at his lack of advancement, he made his first return to Ireland in 1694,
and by being ordained in the Anglican Church laid the foundation for his final return to Dublin
as Dean Swift 20 years later. After an unsuccessful effort to marry an heiress with whom he
fell in love, Swift left Ireland again in 1696, for a second term with Temple at Moor Park. In
1699, Temple died, Swift went back to Ireland again with minor church appointments with
various visits to London. He began to write satirical prose during this second term, and in 1704
published The Battle of the Books, a mock-epic about the �quarrel of the ancients and the
moderns�; and A Tale of a Tub, a mixture of satirical essays and a narrative which burlesques
the historical development of the Christian sects. Here, he exhibits the keen insight and
develops the unusual objectivity that characterize so much of his work. From 1708 to 1714,
he made a continuous stay with an ecclesiastical mission and wrote with sharp irony on church
questions. In the most brilliant period of his life he was the associate of the ministers of Oxford
and of such literary figures as Pope, Congreve, Gay, Parnell, etc. Yet the excitement and
promise of the period ended in anticlimax and disappointment: the Tories went into a decline,
and in 1714, Swift went back again to Ireland, and stayed in Dublin, with only a few visits to
England, for his final long Irish sojourn. During this period of his life, he reconciled with his
destiny, won the love of the Irish, and did his most distinguished writing: A Modest Proposal
(1720), urging the Irish to solve their problems by raising children for the English food market,
one of the finest pieces of irony in English; Gulliver’s Travels (1726) makes highly original
use of fantasy to comment both on contemporary society and on the foibles and failures of
humanity in general. He wrote many other pamphlets on Irish affairs. His last years were less
happy. After 1739, when he was 72 years old, his infirmities cut him off from his duties as
dean, and from then on his social life dwindled. In 1742, guardians were appointed to
administer his affairs, and his last three years were spent in gloom and lethargy. But this dark
ending should not put his earlier life, so full of energy and humor, into a shadow. The writer
of the satires was a man in full control of great intellectual powers.

For further information, visit the following addresses: http: //www.accd.edu/sac/english/

bailey/swift.htm, http: //65.107.211.206/previctorian/ swift/swiftov.html.

3. the Orient
The Orient may refer to the countries of Asia, especially of Eastern Asia. Oriental Studies

includes Japanese studies, Buddhism, Sinology, and so on. Take Sinology for example, in
Japan there are Tokyo School and Kyoto School, based respectively at the Chinese depart-
ments of Tokyo University and Kyoto University. Tokyo School emphasizes modernism,
although they also specialize in Dunhuang Studies, while Kyoto School attaches importance
to classicism, considering that the Sinologist elite is in their school. In the USA, the Yanjing
Association in Harvard University offers great support to the study of Sinology around the
world. In Europe, French Sinologists are remarkably active. What is the true value of
Sinology? It shows us the fact that Chinese culture is widely respected around the world. Now,
it is time we Chinese set our minds to take the responsibility of unearthing the precious treasure
buried in our inheritance. For further information, check the Encyclopaedia of the Orient by
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visiting http: //www.i-cias. com/e.o/ or http: //lexicorient.com/e.o/orient.htm.

4. Henry David Thoreau
Thoreau (1817�1862) was not only a thinker, but also a practitioner of Transcenden-

talism, which exalted feeling over reason, individual expression over the restraints of law and
custom. He believed in the transcendence of oversoul, an all-pervading power for goodness
from which all things come and of which all things are a part. His main opinions may be
summarized as: 1) Man has the capacity of knowing truth intuitively or of attaining knowledge
transcending the reach of the senses. Man is a part of absolute good. 2) Nature is ennobling.
Man is better for being out in the woods or meadows. 3) There exists oversoul, so the
individual soul could reach God, without the help of churches and clergymen.

Thoreau is best remembered for Walden, or, Life in the Woods, published in 1854. In this
work, Thoreau expressed his scorn on the idea that one needs travelling far, and insisted that
the best traveling is done while staying at home, exploring the cosmography of the imagina-
tion. Thoreau said he was happiest alone, yet he was frequently in contact with the Concord-
Boston group that included Emerson, Fuller, Hawthorne, Alcott, and Ellery Channing. He
made a special trip to New Jersey to meet Walt Whitman; he visited with others on his walks
through the woods and to the surrounding farms. He also got in touch with newspaper editors
and book publishers whom he tried to interest in his works, as well as with the men who
arranged his lecturing engagements that took him as far afield as Philadelphia and Bangor.
Thoreau lived so busy a life, filled with so many activities that kept him in almost constant
give-and-take with the everyday world, that it might seem surprising he had time for solitary
meditations on the simplified life dedicated to contemplating eternal and universal truths.
Thoreau’s health began to decline as early as 1855. In May 1862 he died of tuberculosis. Both
as a man and as a writer, Thoreau tried to convert the jagged connections of the world of human
society into the seamless cosmic whole of nature’s universe. He portrayed the aspirations of
our dual selves, which go to the bottom of ponds and to the heights of stars. Thoreau realized
the hazardous terms by which our duality comes into conjunction with the universe. We are
instructed to live in the moment, lest we fall outside the fateful rhythms set up for our lives.
We must be fully awake in order to escape the seep of the spirit into the dead weight of an
exclusively material system. We have to simplify the acts of our daily doings while relishing
the array of meanings that lie in the sacred “texts” found in the natural world. We are
encouraged to go to inner frontiers where facts are “confronted” � traveling far while
staying home.

Check out the website http: //www.eserver.org/ thoreau/thoreau.html for more information
about Thoreau.

Detailed Study of the Text

1. The Pursuit of Happiness (the Title)
pursuit: n. the process of trying to achieve sth.; the act of chasing sb. or sth. in order to catch
them
The pursuit of profit is the only goal of their company. �� !"#$%&'()*+,
The hounds were in hot pursuit of a fox. �� !"#$%&'(
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2. The right to pursue happiness is promised to Americans by the US Constitution, but no one
seems quite sure which way happiness runs. (Para.1)
Meaning: The US Constitution protects people’s right to happiness, but no one is quite sure

where to find happiness.
constitution: n. laws and principles according to which a state is governed
Great Britain has an unwritten constitution, while the United States has a written one. ��

�� !"#$�%�� !"#$%&!'

3. Jonathan Swift conceived of happiness as “the state of being well-deceived”, or of being “a
fool among idiots”, for Swift saw society as a land of false goals. (Para.1)
Meaning: Jonathan Swift thought that happiness was a state of being cheated without

realizing the fact, or of being a fool among other foolish people, for Swift saw
society as a land with false goals or empty dreams that could not be fulfilled.

conceive: v. form the idea of
Who first conceived the idea of filling bags with gas to make ballons? �� !"#$%
�� !"#$?
conceive of... as: think of... as
Many city residents conceive of rural life as carefree and romantic. �� !"#$%&'
�� !"#"$%&'()*

Note: Do not confuse conceive with perceive: Conceive means to form or hold an idea. It
relies more on subjective thinking and internal factors. Perceive relies more on objective
observation and external factors such as sight or hearing. Compare:
The ancients conceived of the earth as flat. �� !"#$%&'
I perceived that I could not make her change her mind. �� �!"#$%&'()
idiot:  n. a foolish or stupid person
No one is born an idiot. �� !"#$%
He is such an idiot that when a customer paid for a 3-dollar hamburger with a fiver, he returned
the customer 17 dollars. �� !"#$%�� 5�� 3�� !"#$�� !
�� 17�� 

4. It is, of course, un-American to think in terms of false goals. (Para. 2)
Meaning: Of course, it is un-American to consider empty dreams that cannot be realized.
in terms of: in relation to; with reference to
I’m thinking in terms of moving to a seaside city, as I prefer the moist air there. �� !
�� !"#$%&'�� !"#$%&'()*+

No form of money has ever proved completely satisfactory in terms of providing a stable
measure of value. �� !"#$%&'()*�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.

5. We do, however, seem to be dedicated to the idea of buying our way to happiness. (Para. 2)
Meaning: However, we do seem to devote our efforts to buy happiness.
dedicate: vt.
1) commit (oneself) to a particular course of thought or action; devote

He dedicated his life to finding a new medicine. �� !"#$%&'()�*
�� 

The new President said she would dedicate herself to protecting the rights of the old and
the homeless. �� !"�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01
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2) address or inscribe (a book, etc.) to another as a mark of respect or affection
He dedicated his first book to his mother. �� !"#$%�&'(
The expert dedicates his new book to his teacher. �� !"#$%&'()*+

6. We shall all have made it to Heaven when we possess enough. (Para. 2)
Meaning: When we possess enough, we shall all be very successful.

7. And at the same time the forces of American business are hugely dedicated to making us
deliberately unhappy. (Para. 3)
Meaning: At the same time American business uses all its forces it can to make us unhappy

on purpose.

8. Advertising is one of our major industries, and advertising exists not to satisfy desires but to
create them � and to create them faster than anyone’s budget can satisfy them. (Para. 3)
Meaning: Advertising is one of our major industries, and it does not work to satisfy but to

create our desires � and to create our desires faster than our income can satisfy
them.

9. For that matter, our whole economy is based on addicting us to greed. (Para. 3)
Meaning: As for purchasing desire, our whole economy is built on the basis of making us

addicted to greed, or to the desire to buy.
for that matter: so far as that is concerned; as for that
He doesn’t trust his partner. For that matter I can’t blame him. �� !"#$%&��

�� !�� !"#$

For that matter�I would burn the mid-night oil to review whatever we have covered this
term. �� !"�� !"#$%&'&()*+,
addict: vt. (� to � oneself to ��)devote or give (oneself) habitually or compulsively to
He became addicted to drugs. �� !"#$
The children are addicted to computer games. �� !"#$%&'()*

10. We are even told it is our patriotic duty to support the national economy by buying things.
(Para. 3)
Meaning: We are even told that if we love our country it is our duty to support the national

economy by buying things.
patriotic:  a. feeling a lot of love, respect, and duty towards one’s country
He is a patriotic overseas Chinese. �� !"#$%&
They had a parade, marching up and down and singing patriotic songs. �� !"#!$
�� �!"#$%&

11.Look at any of the magazines that cater to women. (Para. 4)
cater: v.
1) (to) try to satisfy the wants or needs of

We should cater to the needs of the customers. �� !"#$%&'()
Some tabloid newspapers cater to low tastes. �� !"#$%&'(

2) provide food or entertainment
Besides serving individual customers, we also cater banquets and weddings. �� !"
�� �� !"#$%&#'

Who is catering your daughter’s wedding? �� !"#$%&?
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12. There advertising begins as art and slogans in the front pages and ends as pills and therapy
in the back pages. (Para. 4)
Meaning: In the magazines catering to women, advertising begins in the front pages as art

and slogans to attract people, and in the back pages, it introduces medicine and
therapy.

slogan: n. a short phrase expressing a political or advertising message
He won reelection on the campaign slogan “He Kept Us Out of War”. ���� !"#

�� !�� !"#$%&'(

They are beginning to feel that shouting slogans in reaction to pollution is not enough. ��

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./

13. This, the sixteen-year-old figure she must display at forty, at fifty, at sixty, and forever.
(Para. 4)
Meaning: This sixteen-year-old figure is the shape that she must have at the age of forty, fifty,

sixty, and forever.

14. This is the harness into which Mother must strap herself in order to display that perfect figure.
(Para. 4)
Meaning: This is the close-fitting undergarment which Mother must wear in order to display

her perfect figure.

15. This is the cream that restores skin, these are the tablets that melt away fat around the thighs,
and these are the pills of perpetual youth. (Para. 4)
Meaning: This cream can restore skin to youth, these tablets can reduce fat around the thighs,

and these pills can preserve everlasting youth.
tablet: n. a small hard round piece of medicine
A sleeping tablet can make him quiet. �� !"#$% &'
It was reported half a million fake sleeping tablets had been sold in the previous nine months.
�� !�� ! 9�� !"#$% 50�� 
thigh: n. the top part of the human leg between the hip and the knee
His thigh was hurt in an accident. �� !"#$%&'()*+
She sat there putting the baby on her thigh. �� !"#�� !"#$%&
perpetual: a. lasting forever or for a long time
The two countries made a treaty of perpetual friendship. �� !"#$%&'()
�� 

The widespread use of Singlish is a perpetual worry to the authorities in Singapore. �� 
�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123!456

16. Clearly the happiness-market is not running out of customers, ... (Para. 5)
Meaning: Clearly there are customers buying happiness in the happiness-market, ...
run out of: use up; exhaust the supply of
His contract expires in July, and he is running out of time to prove that it is worth keeping.
�� ! 7�� !�� !"#$%&'()�� !"#$%
He always runs out of his money before payday. �� !"#$%&'()*+,-

17. Defining the meaning of �happiness� is a perplexing proposition: the best one can do is
to try to set some extremes to the idea and then work towards the middle. (Para. 6)
Meaning: It is a complex task to define the meaning of �happiness�: the best one can do
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is to try to set some extreme ways to define happiness and then take the middle road
in definition.

perplexing: a. feeling confused with uncertainty or doubt; complicated
We find it a perplexing problem. �� !"#$%&'()*+,
It is perplexing why the family moved to such a cold place. �� !"#$%&#'(
�� !�� !"#$

proposition n. a problem or task; an uproved statement in which an opinion or judgment is
expressed
Writing a paper is a more difficult proposition. �� !"#$%&
How do you think of my proposition? �� !"#$%&'?

18. To think of happiness as achieving superiority over others, living in a mansion made of
marble, having a wardrobe with hundreds of outfits, will do to set the greedy extreme.
(Para. 6)
Meaning: It will do to set the greedy extreme by thinking of happiness as achieving

advantage over others, living in a large marble house, having a wardrobe with
several hundred sets of clothing.

superiority: n.
1) the fact that one person or thing is better than another

The army has superiority over the enemy troops. �� !"#$% &'()
Their vast superiority in speed would be easily outweighed by the high running costs.
�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0%1234567

2) a way of thinking oneself better than others
Quite often, his sense of superiority makes him laugh at her opinions. �� !"##
�� !"#$%&'

mansion: n. a large house
This is a brewery magnate’s mansion built in 1900. �� !"#$%&1900�� !
�� 

Seated in the dining room at the mansion now, he is right where he seems to want to be.
�� ! "#$%&'(�� !"#$%&'()*

marble: n. a hard smooth stone, usu. white with dark lines that are not regular in shape, used
esp. in architecture and sculpture
There is a long marble counter and tricolor marble floor in the dining hall. �� !"#
��� !"#$%&' !"()*

It is a domed marble building, a slightly smaller copy of Washington’s Capitol. �� !
�� !"#$%&'�� !"#$%&'()*+,-

wardrobe: n. a tall cabinet, closet, or small room built to hold clothes
What shape is your wardrobe? �� !"#$%&�?
He put his jacket in the wardrobe and sat watching TV. �� !"#$%&'�� !
�� !"

outfit: n. a set of clothes that are worn together
The football team were wearing orange outfits. �� !"#"$%&'()#*+)
�� !

She bought him a cowboy outfit. �� !"#$%&'(
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19. To think of happiness as the joy of a holy man of India will do to set the spiritual extreme.
(Para. 6)
Meaning: It will do to set the spiritual extreme by thinking of happiness as the joy of a holy

man of India.

20. He sits completely still, contemplating the nature of reality, free even of his own body.
(Para. 6)
contemplate:  v. think (about) carefully and at length; meditate on or ponder
The young surgeon contemplated the difficult kidney transplant operation. �� !"#
�� !"#$%&'&()*+,-

We are contemplating a vacation in the US. �� !"#$%&'(
free of: untroubled or unspoilt by; without (sb. or sth. unwanted); safe from
This is a train free of smoking. �� !"#$%
This is a supplementary course free of charge. �� !"#$%&'()

21. What is physical is trivial to him. (Para. 6)
Meaning: The physical aspect is not important to him.
trivial: a. of little significance or value
Trivial affairs took up much of her time. �� !"#$%&'(
It’s not worth it getting angry over such trivial matters. �� !"#$%&'(

22. To contemplate is his joy and he achieves complete mental focus through an incredibly
demanding discipline, the accomplishment of which is itself a joy to him. (Para. 6)
Meaning: It is his joy to think, and he achieves complete mental focus or meditation through

a very demanding discipline, and the accomplishment of such mental focus or
meditation is itself a joy to him.

23. And who will dare say it is more false than happiness paid for through an installment plan?
(Para. 7)
Meaning: One is happy in meditation into voidness, the other is happy in consuming

merchandise by installment paying over a fixed period of time, it is hard to say
which happiness is more false.

installment: n. one of a number of successive payments in settlement of a debt
We’re paying for the car by monthly installments. �� !"#$%&'()*
We kept up the installments on the house. �� !"#$%&'()*+
installment plan: a system of payment for goods by which one pays small sums of money
regularly after receiving the goods
Americans acquired more private debt with the introduction of credit cards and installment
plans. �� !"#$%&'()*+,-.�� !"#$%& '()
We are buying a house on installment plan. �� !"#$%&'()*+,

24. Although the holy man’s concept of happiness may enjoy considerable prestige in the Orient,
I doubt the existence of such motionless happiness. (Para. 8)
Meaning: Although the holy man’s concept of happiness may be rather well-known in the

Orient, I doubt if such motionless happiness really exists.
prestige: n. the high reputation and respect that sb. or sth. has earned
The old universities of Oxford and Cambridge still have a lot of prestige. �� !"#$
�� !"��#$%&'()*+,
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The company has been developing in a big way and is gaining prestige internationally.
�� !"#$%&'(�� !"#$%&'(

25. What is certain is that his way of happiness would be torture to almost anyone of Western
temperament. (Para. 8)
Meaning: It is certain that his way of happiness would cause severe physical pain to almost

anyone of Western character.
temperament: n. a person’s nature or basic character, esp. as it influences how they think or
behave
She is an actress with a radical temperament. �� !"#$%&'()
The twins look alike, but they differ in temperament. �� !"#$%&'(�� 
�� 

26. Yet these extremes will still serve to define the area within which all of us must find some sort
of balance. (Para. 8)
Meaning: Yet these extremes will serve to mark out an area, where we have to find some kind

of balance in defining our happiness.

27. Thoreau had his own firm sense of that balance: save on the petty in order to spend on the
essential. (Para. 8)
Meaning: Thoreau’s own firm sense of that balance is to save energy (or money, time, etc.)

by letting go of unimportant things in order to spend his energy (or money, time,
etc.) on something basic.

petty: a. of very little importance; trivial
He is only a petty official. �� !"#$%
He was guilty of the petty crimes he once committed. �� !"#$%&'()*+,-

28. Possession for its own sake or in competition with the rest of the neighborhood would have
been Thoreau’s idea of the petty. (Para. 9)
Meaning: Possession for the sake of possession or possession in competition with the rest

of the neighborhood would have been seen by Thoreau as the unimportant things.
for sb.’s/sth.’s sake: for the benefit or good of sb. or sth.; for the purpose of
I am not just doing this for my own sake, you know. �� !�� !"#$%&&'
�� !"

The regulation is not just for the protection of the workers, but for the sake of all the people.
�� !""#$%&'()*�� !"#$%&'

in competition with: struggling with (sb.) to win sth. or gain an advantage
We must emphasize that we are not in competition with you. �� !"#$�� !"
�� !"#

In competition with its rivals, the company won by its quality and service. �� !"#
�� �� !"#$%&'()

29. The active discipline of raising one’s perception of what is eternal in nature would have been
his idea of the essential. (Para. 9)
Meaning: The active training to raise one’s faculty of perceiving what is eternal in nature

would have been his idea of something fundamental.

30. Time saved on the petty could be spent on the essential. (Para. 9)
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Meaning: Time saved from not doing the unimportant things could be spent on the key
issues.

31. Thoreau certainly didn’t intend to starve, but he would put into feeding himself only as much
effort as would keep him functioning for more important efforts. (Para. 9)
Meaning: Certainly Thoreau didn’t want to die of hunger, but he would eat with only as much

effort as would keep him performing more important tasks.

32. Effort is the essence of it: there is no happiness except as we take on challenges. (Para. 10)
Meaning: Effort is the essence of happiness: there is no happiness unless we accept difficult

tasks.

33. Short of the impossible, the satisfactions we get from a lifetime depend on how high we place
our difficulties. (Para. 10)
Meaning: Anything is possible, so it depends on how high we place our difficulties to get the

satisfactions from a lifetime.
short of: lacking; having an inadequate supply of
Being short of hands we find it hard to complete the task in time. �� !"#$�� 
�� !"#$%&'(

His digital revolution was severely short of financing. �� !"#$%&'()*
depend on: rely on
Producers in the United States depended on world markets to buy oil, iron and steel. ��

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-

The program’s future depended on international cooperation. �� !"#$%&'()
�� 

34. The mortal flaw in the advertised version of happiness is in the fact that it claims to be
effortless. (Para.10)
Meaning: The most serious problem in the advertised version of happiness is in the fact that

it claims to offer effortless happiness.
mortal: a.
1) causing death; fatal

The old man has gotten a mortal disease. �� !"#$
He received a mortal wound in the battle. �� !"#$%&'()*+

2) that will die; not living for ever
His heart attack made him realize that he is mortal. �� !"#�$%&'�� 
��� 

All creatures are mortal. �� !"#�$%&

35. We demand difficulty even in our diversions. (Para. 11)
Meaning: We demand difficulty even in our leisure and entertainment.
diversion: n. an activity that people do for fun
London offers lots of diversions for every type of people. �� !"#$%&'()*
Big cities have lots of cinemas and other diversions. �� !"#$%&'()*+
�� 

36. ... but the fun is in winning within the rules. (Para. 11)
Meaning: ... but the fun is to win by observing the rules.
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37. If we could mint our own money, even building a fortune would become boring. (Para. 11)
mint: vt.
1) produce (coins, etc.) by stamping metal

Money would be valueless if we could mint it by ourselves. �� !"#$%&'�
�� !"#$%&

2) invent (a word or phrase, etc.)
The poet minted several words that can’t be found in any dictionary. �� !"#$
�� !"#$%&'()"*

38. The Western weakness may be in the illusion that happiness can be bought. (Para. 12)
Meaning: The Western fault may lie in its false belief that happiness can be bought.

39. Perhaps the oriental weakness is in the idea that there is such a thing as perfect happiness.
(Para. 12)
Meaning: The fault in the Orient may lie in its false belief in perfect happiness.
oriental: a. of or relating to the countries of the Orient or their peoples or cultures; eastern
The findings will be published in June by the Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago.
�� !"#$%&'()*(+, 6�� !"#
The dragon, symbol of oriental civilization for 5,000 years, implies the national spirit of
China as being profound, powerful and grand. �� !"5,000�� !"#$�� 
�� !"�� !"#$%&'(

40. Happiness is never more than partial. (Para. 13)
Meaning: Not an end product, happiness is always incomplete in a long process.

41. Whatever else happiness may be, it is neither in having nor in being, but in becoming.
(Para.13)
Meaning: Whatever else happiness may be, happiness is not in having or in being; happiness

is in becoming, a process that you cannot have all at once, but from which you can
get motivation, inspiration and satisfaction.

42. What the early patriots might have underlined, could they have foreseen the happiness-
market, is the cardinal fact that happiness is in the pursuit itself, in the pursuit of what is
engaging and life-changing, which is to say, in the idea of becoming. (Para. 13)
Meaning: If the early patriots could have seen the happiness-market beforehand, they might

have emphasized the basic fact that happiness is in the process of pursuing,
engaging and life-changing or becoming.

patriot: n. one who loves, supports, and defends one’s country
He was regarded as a great patriot. �� !"#$%&'()*+
foresee: vt. see or know (sth.) beforehand
Those who can foresee difficulties on their way to success may keep calm when they actually
appear. �� !"#$%&'()*�+,'-.'/0�� !"#$%&'(
�� !"#$

She foresaw the troubles ahead and took steps to avoid them. �� !"#$%&'(�
�� !"#$%&

cardinal: a. most important, chief
This is a matter of cardinal significance. �� !"#$%&'(
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This is one of the cardinal principles we must adhere to. �� !"#$%&'()*
�� 

43. A nation is not measured by what it possesses or wants to possess, but by what it wants to
become. (Para.13)
Meaning: Whether a nation is great or not is not measured by its possessions or by what it

wants to possess materially, but by what it wants to become.

Text Structure Analysis

The essay can be broadly divided into four main parts.
The first part has one paragraph, i.e. Paragraph 1, which shows that everybody wants

happiness but nobody can pin it down exactly.
The second part consists of four paragraphs, from Paragraph 2 to Paragraph 5, which

illustrate the commercial drive behind the concept of happiness. While the 18th-century author
and social critic Jonathan Swift conceived of happiness as “the state of being well-deceived”,
many Americans believe that their purchasing power can be traded for concrete happiness in
terms of beauty and dreams.

The third part consists of four paragraphs, from Paragraph 6 to Paragraph 9. In this part the
author uses two extreme definitions as a means to introduce a relatively neutral definition of
happiness. From one extreme of the spiritual joy of the Indian holy man to another extreme of
greedy materialism, there is a happy medium, similar to Thoreau’s practice.

The fourth part is, in fact, the most important part as the author makes his comments on
meanings of happiness. This part is made up of four paragraphs, from Paragraph 10 to Paragraph
13. In Paragraph 10, the author points out the gist of happiness, namely, it is an effort-making
process. Paragraph 11 presents as supporting evidence the effort-making process in games. In
Paragraph 12, evaluation on the Eastern and Western extremes is made. In Paragraph 13, the
author restates the effort-making process and answers a question raised in Paragraph 1 by
providing her understanding of happiness.
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Part I Everybody wants happiness but nobody can pin it down exactly.

Jonathan Swift conceived of happiness as the state of being
well-deceived.
Para. 1

Part II It illustrates the commercial drive behind the concept of happiness.

Americans believe that happiness can be bought. Para. 2

Business creates people’s unhappiness intentionally. Para. 3

Selling beauty attracts customers. Para. 4

No sensible people are completely persuaded by advertising, but many
still buy the advertised goods. Para. 5

Paras. 2 � 5

Part III The author uses two extreme definitions as a means to introduce
a relatively neutral definition of happiness.

It is to take the middle road between the greedy extreme and freedom
from material burdens to define happiness. Para. 6

Illusion lies equally in both extremes. Para. 7

There is a balanced model, like Thoreau’s. Para. 8

Let go of the trifles in order to hold the key to life. Para. 9

Paras. 6 � 9

Part IV The author makes general comments on meanings of happiness.

The gist of happiness: it is an effort-making process. Para. 10

Presents the effort-making process in games as supporting evidence.
Para. 11

Evaluation on the Eastern and Western extremes is made. Para. 12

The author restates the effort-making process and answers a question
raised in Paragraph 1 by providing her understanding of happiness.
Para. 13

Paras. 10 � 13

The Pursuit
of Happiness
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Wild like the Weasel

Background Information

1. man and animal
Man and animal is a rich topic in respect of environmental issues. Often it is also

controversial. Some experts say that there are many diseases that humans can contract from
animals. People who work with animals on farms are especially in danger and must take
precautions to avoid illness. These involve knowing diseases specific to different animals,
their symptoms, and necessary precautions. Some others say that mankind can also pass its
diseases to wild animals, sometimes with disastrous effects such as species extinction.
Therefore we need to find out some models for healthy co-existence. For further information,
visit the following sites: http: //www. oceanlight.com/html/ man_and_animal.html, http: //www.cdc.gov/

nasd/videos/v000301 -v000400/v000315. html.

2. man and nature
Human development in harmony with wildlife conservation is more and more recognized

as a necessity. Sustainable management in the fields of animal hunting, fisheries, forestry and
the use of wetland is introduced and enforced by law. More and more species, including birds,
canines, deer, equines, felines, marine mammals, marsupials, and pachyderms are becoming
protected. For further information, visit the website http: //www.maninnature.com.

Detailed Study of the Text

1. He sleeps in his cozy underground home, ... (Para. 1)
cozy: a. warm and comfortable
They are building a cozy little house. �� !"#$%&'()*+,-.
This living room has a nice cozy feel. �� !"#$%&'()*+,

2. Sometimes he lounges in his hole for two days without leaving. (Para. 1)
lounge: vi. lie, sit or lean in a lazy, relaxed way
The dog is lounging on the sofa. �� !"#$%&'()*
The old man lounged against the wall watching people passing by. �� !!"#$%&'
�� !"#$

n.  a room or area in a house or a public waiting area in an airport where people can sit and relax
This had been Fuji Bank’s employee lounge and computer room. �� !"#$%&'(
�� !"#$%&'

He bought a pack of gum in the departure lounge of the Shenzhen airport. �� !"#$
�� !"#$%&'()

3. Outside, he stalks rabbits, mice, and birds, killing more than he can eat warm, and often
dragging the bodies home. (Para. 1)
Meaning: Outside, he pursues and preys on rabbits, mice, and birds, killing more than he can

eat right away, and often dragging the bodies home for later meals.

Section   B
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stalk: v.
1) pursue and hunt by following closely and quietly and staying hidden

She saw a cat stalking a bird in the garden. �� !"#$%&'()%&*+,
We stalked the wounded tiger to its lair. ��  !"#$%&'()%*+,

2) walk in a stiff and proud manner
When his request was refused, he stalked out. �� !"#$%&'�� !"#
�� 

He shook his head and stalked off, muttering. ��� !�� !"#$�� !"
��

4. Obedient to instinct, he bites his prey at the neck, either splitting the veins at the throat or
crushing the brain at the base of the skull, and he does not let go. (Para.1)
Meaning: By instinct, he bites his prey at the neck, either tearing off the blood veins at the

throat or crushing the brain at the base of the skull, and he does not let go until he
kills his prey.

obedient to: doing what one is ordered to do; willing to obey the orders of sb. in a position of
power, such as a parent or a teacher
The girl is obedient to her parents. �� !"#$%&
Children are obedient to a strong father, but naughty with a domestic mother. �� !"
�� �� !"#$

vein: n. any of the tubes that carry blood from any part of the body to the heart
The veins are the tubes that carry blood to the heart. �� !"#$%&'()*
The patterns of the veins on the backs of people’s hands are quite different. �� !"#
��� !"#$%&'

let go: release; dismiss; stop holding
Let go! You’re hurting my hands. �� �� !"#$%&
They shake his hand and are slow to let go. �� !�"#$$%&'

5. Twenty minutes from my house, through the woods and across a highway overpass, is Hollins
Pond, ... (Para. 3)
overpass: n. a road that crosses above another road like a bridge
There are many pedestrian overpasses in Beijing. �� !"#$%&'
A new overpass is under construction not far from my home. �� !"#$%&'()
�� 

6. At the far end fields and woods alternate, threaded everywhere with paths carved by humans.
(Para. 3)
Meaning: At the far end of the pond, there are fields and woods in successive turns; due to

humans’ step and tread, there are paths threaded everywhere in the fields and
woods.

alternate: vi. occur in turn
His life seems very dull and alternates between work and sleep. �� !"#$%&, �
�� !"#$, �� !"#$
The weather alternates between sunshine and rain. �� !"  �� !"
carve: vt. make or form (as if) by cutting
He carved his name on his school desk. �� !"#$%&'()*
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She carved a statue out of a stone. �� !"#$%& '$()

  7. So, I had crossed over the highway, ... (Para. 4)
cross over: go from one side to the other
Please cross over the road and wait outside the supermarket. �� !"#�� !"
�� 

They crossed over the river and made for the destination. �� !"#$�� !"#$

  8. ... stepped over two low fences, ... (Para. 4)
step over: raise one’s foot over sth. and then set down on the other side
He stepped over the fence and entered the house. �� !"#�� !"
She stepped over the broken glass. �� !"#$%&'(

  9. ... and strolled along a path, ... (Para. 4)
stroll: vi. walk slowly or lazily, esp. for pleasure
My friend likes strolling around the flea market on the chance of picking up something of
value. �� !"#$%&', �� !"#$%&'()*
Students strolled on the campus lawn and studied in the shade of teaching buildings. ��

�� !"#$%&'�� !"!#$ %&

10. ... rejoicing in the wild rose blossoms sprinkled along the pond’s shore. (Para. 4)
rejoice: vi. feel or show great joy
So we can mourn with those who mourn as well as rejoice with those who rejoice. �� 
�� !"#$!%�� !"�#

The parents rejoiced in the improvement of their son. �� !"#$%&'()*
blossom: n. a flower or a cluster of flowers
The peach tree has an excellent blossom this year.�� !"#$%&'()
He toured in the apple-blossom hills of eastern China this spring. �� !"#$%&'
�� !"#$

vi. produce flowers; reach a promising stage of development
The flowers in the garden are blossoming. �� !�"#$
The town has blossomed into the country’s most popular beach resort. �� !"#$%
�� !"#$%&'()*+,

sprinkle: vt. scatter on or over
She sprinkled sugar on the cakes. �� !"#$%&
He sprinkled his pasta with chili-powder. ��� !"#$%&'(

11. I climbed up into high pastures of grass and then cut down through the woods to the fallen
oak tree where I sit. (Para. 4)
climb up into: ascend from a low place to a high place
Can we climb up into the lighthouse? �� !"#$%&'?
Her present dream is to climb up into the middle-class. �� !"#$%&'()*+,
pasture: n. (a piece of) grassy land where farm animals feed
This pasture can no longer carry such a large number of cattle and sheep. �� !"#$
�� !"#$%&'

In The Pastures of Heaven, Steinbeck first dealt with the working people and social themes.
��� !"#���� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0

oak: n. a large tree that can live for a long time and produces acorns as fruit
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He is showing off his oak flooring and brick-faced balconies. �� !�"#$%&'(
�� !

I often sat alone upon a bench that stood beneath an oak tree at the edge of the walk. ��

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.

12. It makes a dry bench at the upper end of the pond, a tilted column thrusting out of the rose-
crowded shore to become the intersection of a shallow blue body of water and the deep blue
body of the sky. (Para. 4)
Meaning: At the upper end of the pond, there is a tilted oak trunk extending horizontally over

the rose-crowded shore,  which makes a dry bench as well as the intersection of
a shallow blue body of water and the deep blue body of the sky.

tilt: v. (cause to) slope
I tilted the cup to drink out of it. �� !"#$%&'()*
The table top suddenly tilted and all the plates and glasses crashed onto the floor. �� !
�� �� !"#$%&'()*+,-

intersection: n. a place where roads, lines, etc. join or cross each other
The school is at the intersection of two roads. �� !"#$%&'()
The policemen regulated traffic at the intersection. �� !"#$%&'()

13. ... watching the water plants at my feet tremble and slowly part as a fish thrust its way
through. (Para. 5)
thrust one’s way through: push or drive quickly and forcibly through
We thrust our way through the crowd. �� !"#$
With so many people crowded on the square, we found it hard to thrust our way through.
�� !"#$%�� !"#$

14. ... and the next instant, by some coincidence, I was looking down at a weasel, ... (Para. 5)
coincidence: n. the occurence of two or more events at the same time which are similar or
related
What a coincidence that I was in Paris at the same time as you! �� ! �� !"#$
�� !"

The man’s presence here was no coincidence. �� !"#$%&'()
by coincidence: by chance
By a curious coincidence, my wife and I have the same birthday. �� !"�� !"
�� !"#

It was by coincidence that we met in the street the other day. �� !"#$%&'()
�� 

15. He was ten inches long, a muscular ribbon, covered in soft velvet,  brown as a sculpture of
dark bronze, alert. (Para. 6)
velvet: n. cloth that is very soft on one side and smooth on the other
Even with the heavy red velvet curtains drawn across all the windows, he orders most of the
interior lights turned off. �� !"#$%&'())"*+,#-.�� !"#
�� !"#$%&'

She was dressed in black velvet. �� !"#$%&'
sculpture: n.
1) (a piece of) work of art that people make by shaping a substance such as stone, metal or
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wood
Some sculptures have been withdrawn from auction when they are tested to be fake.
�� !"#$%&'(#)�� !"#

There are man-made waterfalls and abstract sculptures in this city’s corner park. �� 
�� !"#$%&�'()*+�,-./0

2) the art of making sculptures
She studied sculpture at an art school. �� !"#"$%&'
The sculpture class was canceled. �� !"#$%

bronze: n. brownish hard metal made of copper and tin
There stands an 18-foot, three-ton bronze sculpture, right hand raised as if beckoning to the
future. �� !" 18�� !3�� !"#$%�� !"�� !"#$%

16. His face was fierce, small and pointed as a snake’s; he would have made a good arrow tip.
(Para. 6)
Meaning: His face was small and pointed as a snake’s face, which looked fierce; he would

have made a good arrow tip with his pointed face.

17. There was just a dot of chin, and then began the ivory-colored fur that spread down his
underside. (Para. 6)
Meaning: I saw the weasel from his small dot of chin, to his ivory-colored fur that spread

down to his lower part.
ivory: n. the hard white substance of which an elephant’s tusks are made; the creamy-white
color of elephant’s tusks
They are campaigning for an international ivory trade ban. �� !"#$%&'()*
�� !"#

The sculpture is of ivory in color. �� !"#$%&'

18. He had two black eyes I didn’t see, any more than you see a window. (Para. 6)
Meaning: He had two black eyes, from which I could not get any more hint than you can

obtain from a window.

19. The weasel was stunned into stillness as he was emerging from beneath an enormous wild
rose bush four feet away. (Para. 7)
Meaning: As the weasel was coming out from beneath a big wild rose bush four feet away

from me, he was shocked into stillness by the sight.

20. Our eyes locked, and someone threw away the key. (Para. 7)
Meaning: Our eyes were fastened with a lock, and someone threw away the key, so that we

could not move away our eyesight from each other.

21. Our look was as if two lovers, or deadly enemies, met unexpectedly on a quiet path when each
had been thinking of something else: an abrupt blow to the stomach. (Para. 8)
Meaning: We looked at each other as two lovers or deadly enemies, who met unexpectedly

on a quiet path when each had been thinking of something else: the encounter was
like an abrupt blow to the stomach in a boxing game.

deadly: a.
1) aiming or wanting to kill

Fog is the sailor’s deadly enemy. �� !"#$%&
They are deadly enemies. �� !"#
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2) likely to cause death
Too many water changes can prove deadly to fish. �� !"#$%&'()*
He was arrested for possessing deadly weapon. �� !"#$%&'()

22. It was also a stunning blow to the brain; it emptied our lungs. (Para. 8)
Meaning: It was also a powerful blow to the brain; we held our breath until it emptied our

lungs.

23. It extinguished the sun, moved the fields, and drained the pond; the world fell into pieces and
tumbled into that black hole of eyes. (Para. 8)
Meaning: Under such a shock, the sun was no more shining, the fields were away, and the

pond water was gone; the whole world broke into pieces and fell into that black
hole of eyes.

extinguish: vt. make (a light) stop shining, make (sth.) stop burning; put out
It took the firemen several hours to extinguish the blaze. �� !"#$%&'()
�� 

His behavior extinguished the last traces of affection she had for him. �� !"#$%
�� !"#$%&'()*+,-

fall into: be divided into; collapse into
These car models can fall into three categories. �� !"#$%&'()
The glass was knocked down to the ground and fell into pieces. �� !"#$%&'(
tumble into: move or rush in a specified direction in a headlong way
The children tumbled out the bus and into the park. �� !"#$%�� !"#$%
I threw off my clothes and tumbled into bed. �� !"#�� !"#$%

24. If you and I looked at each other that way, our skulls would split and drop to our shoulders.
(Para. 8)
Meaning: If you and I looked at each other that way, our heads would break so that we could

not hold our heads on our shoulders normally.

25. This was only last week, and already I don’t remember what shattered the magic. (Para. 9)
shatter: v. (cause sth. to) break suddenly and violently into small pieces
The blast shattered windows over a wide area. �� !"#$%"&'()*+,
The war has shattered this country’s economy. �� !"#$%&'()*

26. I think I blinked, I think I retrieved my brain from the weasel’s brain, and tried to memorize
what I was seeing, and the weasel, feeling the shock of separation, was wrenched back into
real life and the urgent commands of instinct. (Para. 9)
Meaning: I think I blinked, I think I regained my brain from the link with the weasel’s brain,

and tried to remember what I was seeing; feeling the shock of separation, the
weasel was pulled back into real life and the urgent commands of its instinct.

blink: v. shut and open the eyes quickly, usu. involuntarily
New York can offer jobs faster than the candidates could blink. �� !"#$%&'(
�� !"#$%&'

The dazzling spotlights made me blink. �� !"#$%&'�(
retrieve: vt. find and bring back; regain
The old man retrieved a lost piece of luggage. �� !"#$%&'()*+
The body had been retrieved from the river after a lengthy search. �� !"#$%&�
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�� !"#$%&'

memorize: vt. remember; learn by heart
He memorized the list of dates, but neglected the main facts corresponding to them. �� 
�� !"#$, �� !"#$%&'()*+,
Understanding and conversing about the meaning of literature is more important than
memorizing it. �� !"#$%&'()*#$+,-.
wrench: vt.
1) pull violently with twisting movement

He wrenched his arm away. �� !"#$%&'
He wrenched the door open. �� !"#$%

2) injure a part of the body by twisting it suddenly
She must have wrenched her ankle when she fell. �� !"#$%&'()*
As he fell he wrenched his waist. �� !"#$%&

27. Brains are private places, recording our inner muttering on secret tapes � but the weasel and
I both plugged into each other’s tapes, for a sweet and shocking time. (Para. 10)
Meaning: Brains are private places and they record our psychological dialogs on secret tapes

� but the weasel and I both connected to each other’s brain tapes for a minute,
which was a time both sweet and shocking.

mutter:  v. speak in a low voice
He was muttering on the telephone , so I asked him to speak more clearly. �� !"#
�� �� !"#$%&'(

The woman behind me in the audience muttered, �Oh, my God.� �� !"#$%&
�� !"#��� �� !! �

28. Can I help it if his tape was blank? (Para. 10)
Meaning: If the tape of his memory was empty, I wonder what I can do to help it.

29. His journal is tracks in clay, a spray of feathers, mouse blood and bone: uncollected,
unconnected, loose-leaf, and blown. (Para. 11)
Meaning: What he can remember is tracks in clay, a spray of feathers, mouse blood and bone,

which are uncollected, unconnected, loose-leaf, and blown here and there.

30. I come to Hollins Pond not so much to learn how to live as, frankly, to forget about it.
(Para.12)
Meaning: I come to Hollins Pond not to learn much about how to live, frankly speaking, but

to forget life.

31. ... but I might learn something of the purity of living only in the physical senses and the
dignity of living without bias or motive. (Para. 12)
Meaning: ... but I might learn something of a pure or simple lifestyle only in my physical

senses and learn something of the dignity of living without prejudice or motive.
purity: n. the quality or state of being pure
Morality is a strong basis for social purity. �� !"#$%&'()*
Wagner always preached purity of heart and heroic deeds. �� !"#$%&'()*
�� !"#

bias: n. a tendency to be in favor of or against sth. or sb. without knowing enough to be able
to judge fairly; prejudice
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The university has a bias in favor of sciences. �� !"#$%
Ideally we would choose judges who are without political bias. �� !"#$%&'(
�� !"#$%&

32. The weasel lives in necessity and we live in choice, hating necessity but dying at last in its
claws. (Para. 12)
Meaning: The weasel lives on things that it must have to live, and we evade necessity in order

to live in abundance, but die at last in the claws of necessity when external
possessions cannot be internalized.

33. And I suspect that for me the way to live is like the weasel’s: open to time and death without
regret, noticing everything, remembering nothing, taking his prey with a fierce and pointed
will. (Para. 12)
Meaning: And I suspect my lifestyle is like the weasel’s: live without worries and regrets

over time and death, noticing everything, remembering nothing, taking his prey
with a determined will.

34. The trick is to stalk your calling with a certain skill and focus, to locate the most tender spot
and bite deeply. (Para. 13)
Meaning: The key is to support your work with a certain skill and focus, to find and take the

best starting point, and hold fast without letting go of your target.

35. This is yielding, not fighting. (Para. 13)
Meaning: It means more to go along with nature rather than to fight against nature.

36. A weasel doesn’t “attack” anything; a weasel lives as he’s meant to, yielding at every moment
to the perfect freedom of single necessity. (Para. 13)
Meaning: Besides taking hold only of his single necessity to survive, a weasel never means

to “attack” anything; such yielding turns his every moment into the perfect
freedom.

37. Seize it and let it carry you upward. (Para. 13)
Meaning: Take hold of your necessity and let it carry you upward to an even better life.

The Most Successful Human Being I Ever Knew

Background Information

1. Hollywood
Hollywood is the American movie industry center that dominates the world in movie

production and distribution. Its web page is http: //www.hollywood.com.
2. Brooklyn

Brooklyn is a borough of New York City in southeast New York on western Long Island.
Dutch colonists first settled the area in 1636 and 1637 and in 1645 established the hamlet of
Breuckelen near the present-day site of borough hall. Renamed Brooklyn by the English, the

Section   C
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expanded community became part of Greater New York City in 1898. Further information is
available at http: //www.brooklynonline.com.

3. the (Great) Depression
It started with the stock market crash in 1929, which developed into a long economic

depression. Billions of dollars of paper profits were wiped out within a few hours. 7 million
people tramped to find there were no jobs available anywhere. Consequently, American
people deserted President Hoover to choose Franklin D. Roosevelt as an alternative in 1932.
It took him several years to counteract the Great Depression. One of the effective measures
was the New Deal. Further information can be found at http: //newdeal.feri.org.

PART II

KEY TO EXERCISES

Pre-reading Activities

What is happiness? Different people may offer different answers. Some people believe
happiness lies in achieving superiority over others, while others assume it is a kind of lifestyle,
living in a mansion made of marble, having a wardrobe with hundreds of dresses; still others
regard happiness as a kind of spiritual joy, sitting completely still all day, contemplating the
nature of reality, free even of his own body.

As a proverb has it, “no difficulty, no fun.” It is easier to win at chess if you are free to change
the rules, but the fun is in winning within the rules. So it is with the case of happiness. If we could
mint our own money, even building a fortune would become boring. Don’t you think so?

Happiness is never more than partial. Whatever else happiness may be, it is neither in having
nor in being, but in becoming. A nation is not measured by what it possesses or wants to possess,
but by what it wants to become.      (Words: 168)

Comprehension of the Text

  1. The essay is to expose the illusion or empty dream of happiness driven by the force of
commercialization, and to argue about the true essence of happiness.

  2. The author defines happiness as neither in having nor in being, but in becoming.
  3. The Eastern mystic’s concept of happiness is that what is physical is trivial, therefore, sitting

still, contemplating the nature of reality, free even of his own body is joyful; while Americans
think of happiness as achieving superiority over others by accumulating more and more
material possessions.

  4. No. One cannot survive, let alone achieve happiness, by being free of possessions, particu-
larly of life necessities. But to possess all is an equally impossible target.

  5. Based on our yearning for happiness and belief that it can be bought, advertisement creates

Section    A

Listening Passage

 II
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desires at a rate that makes satisfing them impossible.
  6. Yes, the author shows us that advertisement tries to define happiness in terms of needs that

can only be met by purchasing.
  7. He warns readers against being slaves of materialism.
  8. The author means that the value of a nation is in its dynamic life process, its cultural values

and its aspirations, rather than in the greed of static materialism or in physical possession.
  9. We risk losing our �spiritual capital� and are unlikely to achieve happiness, because the

happiness-market diverts us from truly meaningful lives where happiness is in the effort
itself.

10. Cheerful feeling and a sense of pleasure, satisfaction, or joy.
(Note: This is an open question.)

Vocabulary

1. pursuit 2. conceive 3. dedicated 4. addict
5. cater  6. perplexing 7. contemplating  8. diversions
9. foreseen 10. arbitrary 11. petty 12. perpetual

  Exercises on CD and web course only: 13. Promises 14. based       15. essential

1. made it 2. run out of 3. in terms of 4. dedicate ourselves to
5. For that matter 6. be based on 7. their duty to 8. thinking of
9. free of 10. short of 11. depend on 12. cater to

  Exercises on CD and web course only: 13. for their children’s sake 14. began as
15. ended as

Collocation

1. interests 2. cars 3. goals 4. career
5. peace 6. happiness  7. experiment 8. study

   Exercises on CD and web course only: 9. life 10. training

Please note that all the collocations of the verb pursue with career, peace, car, ... have already
appeared in our previous books or some files that have been used for our web course. Here is a
full list of the collocations that have previously appeared with their sources indicated.

III

IV

V
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N Concordance File

1 The argument runs that individuals should enjoy the liberty to
pursue their own interests and preferences. nhb208ts.txt

2 The police pursued the wrong car. nhb401nw.txt

3 She pursued the goal of perfection in her art. nhb401tt.txt

4
Adults generally make their own choices about what career to
pursue and whom to marry.

nhb309lp.txt

5 They tried to pursue peace with him. nhb401nw.txt

6
It imposes clear obligations, not just the right to pursue your own
happiness.

nhb401te.txt

7 The experiment he firmly pursued � to get a cell from an adult
mammal to behave like a cell from a developing embryo � was
successful.

nhb308ts.txt

8 He had set his heart on pursuing his studies abroad. nhb401tt.txt

9 It contributes to defining him as man and permit him to pursue a
life increasingly more truly human.

nhb408ts.txt

10 Their common trait is the ability to motivate themselves to pursue
harsh training.

nhb410te.txt

Notes: some rules for the naming of files
e.g.    nh     p b2   02    wb

New Horizon          Unit 2 wb (workbook) �� !
nw (new words) �� !"#$%&'

  �� te (texts and exercises) �� !
            Band 2 tt (teaching notes and translations) �� !

ts (testing bank) �� 
lp (listening tapescript) �� !"#$%
lt (listening text) �� !

Translation

  1. The whole of life, so to speak, is involved in the pursuit of the good life.
  2. It is hard to conceive of living without electricity and other modern conveniences.
  3. He dedicated his life to trying to find an appropriate architecture for his country which was

realistic and integral to that society.
  4. He also highlighted the well-known dangers of people becoming addicted to computers.
  5. But after the race riots it was seen as something which the state would have both to cater for

and to take control of.
  6. He appeared to be very perplexed, and more than a little shocked, by what he saw in the

VI
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window.
  7. For a moment or two Peter contemplated his newly elevated status.
  8. One of the advantages of big cities over the countryside is that big cities have lots of cinemas

and many other diversions.
  9. In my wildest imagination, I could not have foreseen such a wonderful life lay before me.
10. In terms of academic achievement, I was never a failure, and will definitely make it in the

future.

While he shared his generation’s horror of war and was once called the �spiritual father�
of appeasement, Keynes never, in fact, entertained the delusion that Hitler could be pacified. He
hated the Nazi regime, never visited Germany after 1933. Instead, as Britain’s chief negotiator
in contact with the Allies against Hitler, he pursued vigorously the common interest between
London and Washington.

  1. �� !"#��$%&'()*+,-�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./

  2. �� !"#$%&' ()*�� !"#$%&'()�� !"#$%&�� !"

�� !"#$%&'(

  3. �� !"#$%&'()*$+,�� !"#$%&'()*�� !"#$%&'(

  4. �� !"#$%&'(�� !"#$%&�� !"#$�%&�� !"#$%&'

  5. �� !"#$%&'()*+,"-./�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.
  6. �� !"#$%&�� !"#$$�%&'( !)*+,&-�� !"#$%&

  7. �� !"#$%&'()*+,- !.&/01#2�� !"#$%&'()*+,

�� !"#$%&'

  8. �� !"#$%&'�� !"#$%&'(�� !"#$%&�� !"#$%&'(

  9. �� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0��� !"#$%&�� !"#$%&'�

�� !�� !�� !�� !"

10. �� ��� !"#$%&�� !"#$%&'() �� !"�� !"#$%&'�

�� �� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012345

Essay Summary

(Omitted)
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Approach to define: Defining the meaning of �happiness� is a perplexing proposition: the
best one can do is to try to set some extremes to the idea and then work towards the middle.

Two extremes in defining happiness:

1. To set the greedy extreme: 2. To set the spiritual extreme:

A. Happiness is to achieve superiority A. Happiness is to sit completely still.
     over others.

B. Happiness is to live in a mansion B. Happiness is to contemplate the nature
     made of marble.      of reality.

C. Happiness is to have a wardrobe C. Happiness is to be free even of his own
    with hundreds of outfits.     body.

  Para. 6

Structured Writing

“The right to happiness” and “the right to the pursuit of happiness” are two different con-
cepts. “The right to happiness” is the right to 100% guaranteed happiness no matter what you do
and where you are. This is a big pie in the sky. All you need do is wait for its falling upon your
head. However, you can only find such luck in a utopia.

Quite different from “the right to happiness”, “the right to the pursuit of happiness” points
out an approach for you to search for happiness in adventure, in fire and water, and in great effort.

Rights always have boundaries. For example, one should not try to pursue happiness by
means that break the social order, such as drug abuse and violence. Therefore, one’s pursuit of
happiness is regulated by law, social customs and shared moral values.

My choice is to pursue happiness by serving the community with my knowledge and hard
work. After all, I can only be happy when the people I serve feel happy.      (Words: 169)

X

XI

Text Structure Analysis
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Comprehension of the Text

  1. Open to time and death without regret, noticing everything, remembering nothing, taking his
prey with a fierce and pointed will.

  2. They were both stunned into stillness as the weasel was emerging from beneath an enormous
wild rose bush four feet away and the author twisted backward on the tree trunk. Their eyes
locked as if two lovers, or deadly enemies, met unexpectedly on a quiet path.

  3. It means figuratively that each was able to access the other’s innermost thoughts during that
minute when their eyes were locked.

  4. No, humans cannot. They can only make assumptions.
  5. The principal difference is that the weasel lives in necessity while we live in choice, hating

necessity but dying at last in its claws.
  6. A weasel lives as he’s meant to, yielding at every moment to the perfect freedom of single

necessity.
  7. No. The author means that having a clear single realistic aim makes one more powerful in

action than having multiple desires.
  8. Yes. She advocates applying it in our own lives, stating that it would be well, proper, obedient,

and pure to seize one necessity and let it carry you upward.
  9. The common perception of weasels or people who are compared to weasels are usually petty,

furtive or malicious, while lions are seen as proud and noble, eagles also give people a sublime
feeling. Therefore, at the surface level, readers would prefer “Living like Lions” or “Free like
Eagles” to “Wild like the Weasel”.

10. People, like the author, purify their minds in open spaces by realizing that they are burdened
with too many distorted desires and whimsical needs that should be got rid of. Only by being
liberated into nature can people find a focus in life.
(Note: There is no right or wrong answer to this question.)

Vocabulary

1. stalking 2. alternate 3. carved 4. strolled
5. rejoicing  6. tilted 7. coincidence 8. extinguish
9. shattered 10. bias 11. deadly 12. blink

Exercises on CD and web course only: 13. forget 14. choice         15. stunned

1. to 2. out 3. over 4. over 5. along 6. up
7. through 8. by 9. into 10. into 11. around 12. with

Exercises on CD and web course only: 13. to 14. on 15. into

XII
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Questions for Discussion

(Note: The questions are open-ended with no right or wrong answers.)

PART III

READING PASSAGE TRANSLATION

�� !

�� !"#��$%&'()*+,-�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./�� !

�� !"#$%&'($)&#*+,�� ��� !"#$%& �� !"#$%&'

�� !"#$ �� !"�� !"#$%&'��  ��� !"#$%&'()*+,-
�� !"#$%

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.�� �� !"#$%&'()*+,-�� !

�� !"#$%�� !"#$%&'()

�� !"�� !"#$%&'()�� !"#$%&'()�� !"#$%&' 

�� �� !"#$%&'()*�� !"#$%&�� !"#$%&'()*+,-�

�� !�� !"#$%&'()��*+,-."/012�� !"#$%&'()*+

�� !"#$%&'�()*

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-�� !"�� !"#$%&'()*+,�� !

�� !"#$%&'()*+�� !"#$%&'()"*+,-./"012�� !"

�� !"#$%&�� !"#$%"&'(�� 40��50��60���� !"#$�

�� !" 16�� !"�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./(012�� !"#$%

�� !"#$%�� !"#$%&'()*�� !"#$%&'(

�� !�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01�� !"#$%&�� !"#$

�� !"#$%�� !"#$%&'()*+�� �� !"#$%&�� !"#$%

�� !"#?
��� !�� !"#$%&'()*��� !"#$%&'()*+�� !"#$

�� !"#$%&'(�� !"#$%&�� !"#$�%&�� !"#$%&'��

�� !"#$%&'()*�� !"#$%&'()�� !"�� !"#$%&�� 

�� !"#�� !"#$%&'()*�� ��� !"#�� !"�� !"#$?

�� !"#$%&'()*+,�� !"#$%&�� !"#$%&'()*+,-'.

�� !�� !"�� !"#$%&�� !"#$%

�� !"#$%&?�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.�� �� !"#$%&?

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.$%/012?

�� !"#$%&'()*+,"-./�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.�� !

Section   C

  A= == == == == =�����= == == == == =�����
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�� �� !"#$%&'()*+,"-.�/012345678�� !"#$%&'

�� !"#$%&'�� !"#$%&'()*+,-�� !"#$%&'()��� 

�� �� !"#

�� !" !#�� !"#$%&'()*�� !"#$%&'()�� !�"#

�� !"#$%&'()*+�� !"#$%&'()*�� !"#$%&'()*+,

�� �� !"#$%&'()�� !"#$$�%&'()*+,�� !"#$%&

�� !"#$%��� !"#$%�� !"#$%&�� !"#�� !"#$%

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.�� !"#$%&'()*+,!"-./0123

�� 

�� !"#$%�� !"#$%&'�� !"#$�� !"#$ !%&'()�

�� !"#$%&'()*+�� !"#$%&'()*+�� !"#$%&'()*�

�� !"#$%&'�� �� �!"#$%&'� �(�� !"#$%&'()��

�� !"#$%&'()*+�� !"�� !"#

�� !"#$%&'(()*+,-.*+/01�� �� !"#$%&'()*+

�� !�� !"#$%&'()�� !"#$%&'()*+,- !.&/01#2�

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.(/0# !1

�� !"#$%&'(�� !"#$%&'()*+,-�� !"#$%�� !"#

�� !"�� !"#$%&'()*"+,-./�� !"#�� !"#$%&'��

�� !"#$%&'() *+,-.�� !"#$%&'()*+,��� !"#$%&

�� !"#$%&'�� !"�� !�� !�� !"�� !"#$%&'�� !

�� !"#$�� !"#$%&�� !"#$%&'(

�� !"#�� !"#�� !"#�� !"#�� !"#

�� !"#�� !"#$%&'()*�� !"#$%&'()�� !"#$%&

�� !�� !"#$%&'()*�� !"�� !"#$%�� !"#�� !"#

�� !"��� !"#$�� !"�� !"#$%&�� !"#$%&'()�� 

�� !"#$%&�� !"

�� !"#$%&'()*+�� !"#$%&'(�� !"#$%&�� !"#

�� !�� !"#$%&'

�� !"#�20�� �� !"�� !"#$%&'�� !"#$�� !"#$
�� !�� !"#$%&'()*+,�� !"#$%�� !"#$%&'�� !"

�� !"#$%�� !"�� !"#�� !"#�$%�� !"#$%&'()*+

�� !"#$%&�� !" #$%&'(�� ! "#$%�&'(�� !�� !

�� !�� !"##$%&'()*+,

�� !"#$%�� !"#$%&'�� !"#$%&�� !"#$$%&'()

�� !��  !"#$�� !"#�� !"�� !"#$%&'()*+,(-./0

�� !"#$�� !"#$%&'()*!+,-�� !"#$%&'()*&+,-./

��  !"#$%&''!"#()!*+,-

��  !"#�� !"#$%&'�� !"#$%&'()*+�� !"#$%%

�� !�� !"#$%&'()*�� !"#$%�� !"#$%��� !"#�� 

�� !"#�� !"#$%�� !"#$%
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�� ! �� !"#$%&'()*+�� 10�� �� !"#$%&�� !"
�� !"�� !"#$%&�'�� !"�� !"#�� !"#$%&'(�� !

�� !"#$%�� !"#$%%&�� !"#$%&'(�� !"#$��  !"

���� !"�� !"#$%

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123456�� !"#�� �!"�� 

�� !"#$�� !"#$%&'�� !"#$�� !"#$%&'(

�� !"#$%&"'(�� !"#�� !"#$%&'()*+,-�� !"#$

�� !"#$%&'()�� !"#$%&'(�� !"��� !�� !"#$%&

�� !�� !"#�� !"��� !"#$%&�� !"#$%&'()�� !"

�� !"#$%�� !"#$%&�� !"�� !"#$%&'(�� !"#$%&'

�� !"�� !"#$%&'(�� !"#$%&'()*+,�� !"#$%&

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.�� !"#$%&'�� !"#$%&'()*+,

�� !�� !"�� !"#$%&'�� !"#$%&'�� ! "#$%�� !

�� !"�� !"#$�� !"#$%&'

�� !"#$%&'�� 60���� !"#$%&'�� !"#$%&'()*+

�� !"�� �� !"#$%&'()�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.�� !"

�� !"#�� !"#$%?

�� !"�� !"#$%&'()*?�� !"#$%&'(?�� !"#$��

�� !"#$%&'�()*�� !"#�� !"#$%&�� !"�� !"�� 

���� !"

�� !"#�� !"�� !"�� �� !"�� !"#$%&'()*+,-

�� �� !"#$%&'(�� !"�� �!"#$%&'()*+,-./0(12

�� !"#$%&��� !"#$%?��  !"#$%&?�� !"#$%&'?�

���� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012�� !"#$�� !"#$%&'(�

�� !"#$%&'()*+,�� !"#$%&'()*�� !"�� !"#$%&

�� !"#$%&!"'()*+,-�� !"#$%&'#$()*+,-./�� �

�� !"#$%&��� !"#$%�� !"�� !"�� !"#$%&'()

�� !�� !"#$%&'()*+,-�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01

�� !"#�� !"#$%&��� !"#�� !"#$%&�� !"#�� !"

�� !�� !��� !"#�$%&'()��� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0

�� !"#�� !��� !"#$%&'()*+�� !""##$���� �� 

���� !"��� !"#$�� !"#$%&'()*+,-

�� !"#$%"&

�� ��� !"#$%&'(�� !"#$%�� !"#$�� !"#$�� 

�� !"#$%&'()*�� !"#$%�� !"#$%�� !"#$%"&'

�� !"#�� !"#$%&'()�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0�� 

���� !"#$%&'()*+,�� �� !"#$%&'()

�� !"#$%&'�� !"#$%�� !"�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./

  C= == == == == =�����= == == == == =�����



N e w     H o r i z o n     C o l l e g e     E n g l i s h

31

�� !"#$%&'�� �!"�� !"#$%&'�� !"#$%&�� !"#$

���� !"#$%&'(�� !"#$%���� �� !"#$%?�

����� �� !"#$%&

�� !"#$%&����� !�� !"#$%&'()*+,�� !"#$%&�

�� !"#$%&'()*+,�� !"#$%&'()�� !"#$%�� !"#$

�� !"#$�� !"#$%%&&'()*

�� !"#$%&'()*"+,-�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./�� !"

�� !"#$%�� !"��� !"#$�� !"#$

�� �� !"#$%&'()*�� !"#$%&'()*+,��  !"#$%

������� !"#$%! �
�� !"#�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./��� �� !"#$%?��� 

�� 

 �� !"#$%�� ��� !"#$%&'(! � �� !"#$%&'()�� 
���� !"#$%&'(�� !"#$%&'()*

��� !"#$%&'�� �� !"#$%&'()*�� !"#$%&'()*

�� !"#$%& '()*+,-./�� !"#$%&'()*+,�� !"#��

�� !"#$%&'�� !"#$%�� !"#$%��� !"#$%�� !"#$

�� !"#$%�� !"#$%&'(�)*+

�� !"#$%&'()�*+,-./0123�� !"#$�� !25�� !"
�� �� !"#$��� !"#$%&'(�� !"#$%&'(?�

����� !�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0�� !"#$%&'()*+,

� 13�� !�� !"#$�� !"#$%&�� !"#$%&'(#$)*+,-
�� !"#$%&''()*+,-����� !"#$%&�� !"#$%&�� !"

�� !�� !"#$%&'()*+",-./�� !"#$%&'()*+�� !"

�� !"#$%&'()*+

�� !"�� !"#$%&'()*+�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.�� !

���� !"#$%&?��� ��� !"�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01�

�� !"#$%&'(�� !"#$%&'�� !"#�� !"#$%&'()*+,

���� !"#$%&'�� !"#$%

�� �!"�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01�� !"#$%&'(�)*

�� !"#�� !"#$%&'()*+,�� �� !"#$%&'(")*+�� 

�� !"#$%&'(

20�� �� !"#$%&'())*+,-./0123&45�� !"#$%&

���� !"#$%&'�� !"#$%&'()*+,�� !"#$%&'()*

��� !"#$%&'�� ��� !"#$%&'()*�� !"#$%�� !

�� �� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012�� !"#$%&'�� !"#$%

�� !"#�$%&'()*+,-�� !"#$%&'()*+�� !"#$%&'(

�� !"#$%&'�� !"#$

�� !"#$%�� !"#$%&'(�� !"#$%&'�� !"#$�� !

�� !"�� !!"#$%$&'()*+,-.�� !"�� !"#$%&'()�

�� !��  !"#$%&'�()*+,-./0123�� !"#$%�� !"#

�� !"#$%&'()*+,- ./0��� !"#�� !"#$%&'(�� !"

�� �� !"#$%&'()*+,��� ! 15�� �� !"�� !"#$
�� !"�� !"#$% &'()$*++,-./01234567�� !"#
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��  !"#$%!&'()*!"+,��� !�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0

�� !"#$%&'()*+,

�� !�� !"#$%&&'()**+,-./�� !!"#$%&'




