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Section    A

U N I T 1

PART I

UNDERSTANDING AND LEARNING

Alfred Nobel: A Man of Peace

Background Information

1. Alfred Nobel (1833-1896) was a Swedish chemist and inventor. He was involved, with his
family, in the development of explosives, and his invention of dynamite, a mixture of
nitroglycerine and filler, greatly improved the safety of explosives. He was inclined toward
pacifism and concerned about the potential uses of the explosives he had invented. He
established a fund to provide annual awards, called Nobel Prize, in the sciences, literature, and
the promotion of international peace. Please visit http: //www.nobel.se for more information
about Alfred Nobel.

2. Nobel Prize is an award created and paid for by the will of Alfred Nobel, and is given every
year for outstanding achievement in one of five fields. By the terms of Nobel’s will, the physics
and chemistry prizes are decided by the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences; the physiology
or medicine prize, by the Karolinska Institute of Stockholm; the literature prize by the Swedish
Academy; and the peace prize, by a committee of the Norwegian government. Each winner
is presented with a gold medal and a sum that by 1980 was about $200,000. These five awards
were first given in 1901. A sixth award, the Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic Science, was
created and paid for in 1968 by Sveriges Riksbank, the Swedish national bank, and first
awarded in 1969. It is decided by the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences. Please visit http: //

www.nobel.se for further information about the Nobel Prize.

3. The North Pole refers to the northern end of the earth’s axis, latitude 900N and longitude
00 , which is distinguished from the north magnetic pole. It was first reached by Robert E. Peary
in 1909.

Detailed Study of the Text

1. The newspaper reported the death of Alfred Nobel on April 13, 1888. (Para. 1)
report: vt.
1) write about sth. that has happened ��

Clearly, many crimes (��) are not reported in the newspaper because they are not
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discovered, or because they are not reported to the police. �� !�� !"#$%
�� !�"#�� !"#$%&'()�� !"#$%&'(

The discovery of a new planet (��) has been reported. �� !"#$%&'()
2) tell about sth. that has happened ��

We have reported the accident to the police. �� !"#$%&'()*+,
They reported the enemy to be ten miles away. �� !"#$% 10�� !"

n. [C] sth. written for what has happened �� ��

Did you read the newspaper reports about the accident? �� !"#$%&'()*!
��?
When you come back, write a report about everything that was said and done at the meeting.
�� !"#$%&'(�� !"#$%&'()*+,

2. ... the death of Alfred Nobel ... (Para. 1)
death: n. [C; U] the end of life; the state of being dead ����

He became head of the company (��) after his father’s death. �� !"#�$%&
�� !

There are thousands of deaths in car accidents every year. �� !"#$%&'()*+

3. ... of Alfred Nobel on April 13, 1888. (Para. 1)
April: n. [C; U] the fourth month of the year 4 �

It will be April next week. �� !" 4�� 
His birthday (��) is in April. �� !" 4 ��

April Fools’ (��) Day falls on April 1. �� !"#$ 4 � 1 ��

4. The newspaper called him a person who traded in death ... (Para. 1)
Meaning: The newspaper called him a person who sold death ...

5. ... called him a person ... (Para. 1)
call: v.
1) say or think that sth. or sb. is ��  !���� !

People called him a hero for what he did.�� !"#$%&'"!()*
2) give a name to �����

His name is Richard but we all call him Dick. �� !"#$%&�� !"#$%
��

They called the baby Tom. �� !"#$%&'(
3) speak loudly �� !
�Breakfast is ready,� she called. �� !"#$ �� !

She called out the names of the winners. �� !"#$%&'()*
4) telephone sb. �� !"#

I’ll call you later. �� !"#$%&'(
Who’s calling? �� !"#?

6. ... who traded in death ... (Para. 1)
trade in: buy and sell ��  !"
They traded in food, drinks and many other things. �� !"#�� !"#$%&'
�� 

Most of his friends traded in the products (��) of their own village and they all became
rich.�� !"#$%&'()*�+,-�� !"#$%



N e w     H o r i z o n     C o l l e g e     E n g l i s h

3

trade: v.
1) buy and sell goods�� 

China trades with many different countries. �� !"�#$%&'()
2) exchange �����

The boy traded his knife for an old boat (�). �� !"#$%&'(
n.
1) [U] the buying and selling of things �� ��

Trade also increased greatly. �� !"#$%&
2) [C] a particular type of business ��

It would be better if he learned a trade. �� !"#$%&'()*+
The young man is learning the shoe-maker’s trade. �� !"#$%&'(

7. ... had developed and sold explosives. (Para. 1)
explosive: n. [C] a material that can burst suddenly with a very loud noise ��

Keep the children away from the explosives; they are dangerous! �� !"#$%&'(
�� !

8. In fact, Alfred Nobel’s business had made him a very rich man. (Para. 1)
in fact: as a matter of fact �� ���

In fact, it turned out to be much better than we had thought. �� !"#$%&'()
��

9. In fact, Alfred Nobel’s business had ... (Para. 1)
business: n.
1) [U] buying and selling things �����

I want to go into business when I leave school. �� !"#$%&'()
Business is not very good this year. �� !"#$%

2) [C] a shop ��

My uncle has a business in Leeds. ��� !"#$%&'(
He runs a second-hand car business. �� !"#$%&'()*+

3) [sing.] matter ��

That’s none of your business. �� !"#$
What I feel about Stuart is my own business. �� !"#$%&'()*+,

4) [U] duty ��

It’s a mother’s business to help her children. �� !"#$%&'()*
My business is selling cars; yours is studying at school. �� !"#$%�� !"
�� �!"

10. The newspaper story continued, giving Alfred Nobel’s age, nation, and other information
about his business. (Para. 1)
Meaning: The newspaper story went on, telling readers how old Alfred Nobel was, where

he was from and what he did for business.

11. The newspaper story continued ... (Para. 1)
continue: v.
1) go on doing or happening �� ��

We continued working until five o’clock. �� !"#$ 5 ��

The rain continued all the afternoon. �� !"#$%"&'
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2) start again after a break (�� )�� 
Let’s have lunch now and continue the meeting this afternoon. �� !"#$%��

�� !"#

3) go further �� 
We continued along the road until we came to the river. �� !"#$%&'()
They continued their march in the rain. �� !"#$%&'

12. ... giving Alfred Nobel’s age, nation ... (Para. 1)
age: n.
1) [C] the length of time a person has lived ��

I started work at the age of 16. � 16�� !"#
If you love somebody, age doesn’t make a difference. �� !"#$%�� !"
��

2) [U] being old ��

Her hair was gray with age. �� !"�� !"#$%&'
3) [C] a certain time in history ��

It was the golden age of the novel. �� !"#$%&'()
The village itself is well over 1,000 years old; in the Middle Ages it had a very important
church (��). �� !"# 1,000�� !"#$�� !"#�� !"#$
�� !"#

4) [C] a very long time �� !
I’ve been waiting here for ages. �� !"#$%&
He has been crying out for help for ages, and I am sure that this new chance is just what
he is looking for. �� !"#$%&'()�� !"#$%&'()*+,

13. ... and other information about his business. (Para. 1)
information: n. [U] sth. that gives knowledge in the form of facts ��������

I hope you’ll send me the information soon. �� !"#$%&'(�)
We received information that you had arrived. �� !"#$%&'!()
inform: vt. tell sth. to sb. ��

You should inform the police about the accident. �� !"#$%&'()*
He wanted to inform them immediately of his success. �� �!"#$%&'()�
��

14. However, the words about ... (Para. 1)
however: ad. �� ��

She is very clever. However, she is quite lazy. �� !"#�� !"#
Most people, however, praised John. �� !"#$%&'(
The winters are usually not very cold. In the mountains, however, the winters are cold. ��

�� !"#�� !"#$%&'

These machines are very old. They are still widely used, however. �� !"#$%&'
���� !"#$%&'

15. ... the words about �trading in death� were all that the 55-year-old man read. (Para. 1)
Meaning: ... the 55-year-old man was only concerned about the words about “trading in

death”.

16. Alfred Nobel put down the newspaper sadly. (Para. 2)
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put down: place sth. down ��

Would you please put down your book and join us in our meeting? �� !"�#$%
�� !"#$?

17. ... and the French newspaper had made a mistake. (Para. 2)
make a mistake: do wrongly; get sth. wrong�� 
Be perfect, that is, never make a mistake. �� �!"�� !"#$%&
If you understand why you have to do certain things, you are less likely to make a mistake.
�� !"#$%&'()*+,�� !"#$%&

18. All the same, Alfred Nobel was worried. (Para. 2)
Meaning: Even so, Alfred Nobel was worried.
all the same: even so; still �� !���

I don’t think so, but thanks all the same.�� !"�� !"#$%&
None of them understood the words, but they nodded all the same. �� !"#$%&
�� �� !"#$#%&

19. ... going to remember him? (Para. 2)
remember: v.
1) keep sth. in one’s mind �� ��

I want you to have it. Keep it to remember us both. �� !"#$%&�� !"
�� !"#

I couldn’t remember ever seeing him on TV. �� !"#$%&'()*
That happened 20 years ago, and you still remember. �� !"#20�� �� 
�� 

2) take care not to forget sth. ��(�� )
Did you remember to send out the letter? �� !"#$%?
Remember to telephone/call me tonight. �� !"#$%&'
Don’t forget to e-mail him. Please remember! �� !"#$%&'(�� !

3) send good wishes to sb. ��� !
Remember me to my friends. �� ! "#$%&'(
Please remember me to your brother when you see him. �� !!"#$%&'()

20. He had spent his life working ... (Para. 2)
spend: vt.
1) use time for sth. �� !��

I think he will spend his holidays with her. �� !"#$%&'(
He spent his life worrying about his health � being afraid he was going to die soon. �
�� !"#$%&&'()*+,-./

2) give out money in payment ��

She spent a lot of money on her clothes. �� !"#$%&'
How do you spend your time when you are not in the office? �� !"#$%&'(
�� !"#?

21. He created his explosive ... (Para. 2)
create: vt. produce sth. new �� ��

Do you think that God created the world? �� !"#$%&'(?
The company has created a new type of machine. �� !"#$%&'()*+,
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22. He created his explosive to save lives ... (Para. 2)
save: v.
1) take sb. away from danger ����

He saved the child from the fire. �� !"#$%&'(
It’s still hard to know if I’ve saved them all, but at least I know I’ve done my best. ��

�� !"#$%&'()*+�� !"#$%&'()

2) keep sth., especially money, to use later ��

He was saving money to go to college. �� !"#$%&'
If you save now, you will be able to buy a car soon. �� !"#$%�� !"#
�� 

3) use less of sth. ��

She saves money by making her own clothes. �� !"#$%&'(
This method will save us much time and labor. �� !"#$%&'()*+,-
�� !

23. Alfred Nobel invented his explosive at a perfect moment in time. (Para. 3)
Meaning: Alfred Nobel invented his explosive at the most suitable time.

24. ... at a perfect moment ... (Para. 3)
perfect: a.
1) the most suitable �� !

This big house is perfect for our large family. �� !"#$%&'�( )*+,
That is a perfect place for children to go. �� !"#$%&'()*

2) so good that it can not be better �� 
Of course there is no perfect way out. �� !"#"$%&'()*
“Good evening,”  she said in perfect English. �� !"#�� !"#$%&

3) complete; thorough �� !�� 
The man was a perfect stranger to me. �� !"#$%&'()*+
I have perfect trust (��) in what he says. �� !"#$%&'

vt. make perfect �� 
They worked hard to perfect their dance. �� !"#$%&'()*+,
He went to France to perfect his French. �� !"#$%& '(

25. Many countries were beginning to build ... (Para. 3)
begin: v.
1) do or be the first part; make a start ��(�� )���(�� )

When he was twelve he began to sell newspapers. � 12�� !"#
At that moment, everyone began dancing. �� �� !"#$%&

2) start ��

School begins again in September. �� 9�� !"#
He didn’t quite know how to begin. �� !"#$%&'(

Note: begin� start�� !"#$�� !"#$%& start��� !"#$%�
�� !"#$ -ing�� � begin � start �� -ing�� !�� !"#$%&
�� begin�� !"#$%&'�()*�� !"# start�� !"#$�%
���� !"#

His health began to turn for the better. �� !"#$%&'((�� start)
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The driver started the car. �� !"#$%(�� begin)
beginning: n. [C; U] the start; the starting point �� ��

That was the beginning of my troubles. �� !"#$%&'
This will be a new beginning for me. �� !"#$%&'(

26. ... build roads through mountains ... (Para. 3)
mountain: n. [C] a very high hill �
Mount Everest is the highest mountain in the world. �� !"(�� !"#)�� 
�� !"#

He looked down from the top of the mountain to the village far away. �� !"#$%
�� !"#$

27. ... for such peaceful uses. (Para. 3)
peaceful: a.
1) with no fighting �� !�� 

After the war, explosives were put to peaceful uses. �� �� !"#$!%&
We hope for nothing but a peaceful world. �� !"#$%&'()*

2) quiet and calm �� ��� 

The village looks so peaceful. �� !"#$%&
We spent a peaceful night in the mountains. �� !"#$%&'()*+,-

28. ... had the same great weapons ... (Para. 3)
weapon: n. [C] sth. that one uses for fighting or killing ��

This is a picture of modern weapons. �� !"#$%&'()
The knife was the weapon that killed Cass. �� !"#$%&'()*

29. ... would surely be destroyed. (Para. 3)
destroy: vt.
1) break into pieces; make useless�� ��

The house was destroyed by fire. �� !"#$%&
The rain destroyed most of his crop. �� !"#$�%&'()
Don’t destroy that box; it may be useful. �� !"#$%&�� !"#

2) put an end to �����

The car accident totally destroyed his plan to go to a foreign country. �� !"#$
�� !"#$%&

All his hopes were destroyed. �� !"#$%&'(

30. Many people of his day also thought this way. (Para. 3)
of his day: of his time; of his age �� !"#$
Alfred Nobel invented a safe but strong explosive, for explosives of his day were dangerous
to use. �� !"��� !"#$%&'()*+,-.�� !"#$%&'

�� !

31. Nobel was worried about the way the world looked at him ... (Para. 4)
Meaning: Nobel was anxious about what people thought of him ...
be worried about: be anxious about ��� !"��� !
He would have liked to slow down the car but he was worried about what might be coming
up behind him. �� !"#$�� !"#$%&'()*+,
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He was worried about meeting his wife after so many things had happened. �� !"#
�� !"#�� !�"#$%&'

32. Nobel read about the plan, and at last he knew what to do with his money. (Para. 4)
at last: finally �� ��

After much thinking he had at last begun to work on a book about his life, which, sadly, he
left unfinished. �� !"#$%�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.�� !"
���� !"#$%

33. ... his money should be used for a prize ... (Para. 4)
prize: n. [C] sth. given to the person who wins a game, race, etc. (�� !"#) ���

����

Prizes would be given there. �� !"#$%&
But it is not quite common that no woman has won the prize since the beginning. �� !
�� !"#$%&'()*+�� !"#$%

34. People all over the world wondered who ... (Para. 5)
wonder: v.
1) want to know �� 

I wonder why he didn’t come. �� !"#$%&'(
Mary wondered what was going on. �� !"#$%&'()
I was wondering if you would act as my helper. �� !"#$%&�'()*

2) feel great surprise �� !
We wondered at how well he worked. �� !"#$%&'(
The fact that she left home is not to be wondered at. �� !"#$%&'()
We wondered to see him so pleased. �� !"#$%�� !"#

n.
1) [U] a feeling caused by sth. strange, surprising, or beautiful �� ��

The little girl looked at the beautiful box in wonder. �� !"#$%&'()*+
��

2) [C] sth. that gives one this feeling �� ��

He has created the wonders of modern medicine. �� !"#$%&'()
However, a good night’s sleep and a hearty breakfast worked wonders, and the whole
team was soon ready for another hard day on the mountain. �� �� !"#$%
�� !"#$%&'(�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./

35. They were very surprised when they learned of Alfred Nobel’s plan ... (Para. 5)
Meaning: They were very surprised when they were told about Alfred Nobel’s plan ...
learn of: become informed of �� �� ��

He will learn of this at the end, when it is all over, and even then only indirectly. �� !
���� !"#$%�� !"#$%&'

She was never to learn of his plans as he went to New York the next day and never returned.
�� !"#$%&'()*+�� !"#$%&'(�� !"#$

36. ... Alfred Nobel’s plan to award prizes ... (Para. 5)
award: vt. give as the result of an official decision �� ��

The school awarded Judy a prize for her good work. �� !"#$%&'()*+,-
Harrison was awarded a prize of $ 20,000 by the government. �� !"#$%&'(
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�� !"

37. ... in the fields of physics ... (Para. 5)
in the field of: in a branch of knowledge or an area of activity��� !"��� !
Here she heads the research team trying to find out new uses of the medicine in the fields of
memory loss and other health problems. �� !"#$%&�� !"#$%&'(
�� !"#$%&'(

He was active in the fields of housing, education, and health care for children. �� !"
�� �� !"#$%&'()

38. ... in the fields of physics, chemistry, medicine ... (Para. 5)
medicine: n.
1) [U] ��

He was studying medicine at the University of Warsaw. �� !"##$%
In the 19th century, medicine had great achievements. 19�� !"#$%&'()

2) [C; U] ����

His doctor was handing him a glass of medicine. �� !"#$%�&'()
What he drank must have had some sleeping - medicine in it. �� !"#$%#&'()*

39. ... chemistry, medicine, literature ... (Para. 5)
literature: n. [U] the study of written works which have artistic value ��

nineteenth-century Russian literature 19�� !"#

40. ... an award for economics ... (Para. 5)
economics: n. [U] �� 
Both of them chose a course in economics. �� !"#$%&'()*
Wednesday: Nobel Prize for economics to be awarded in Stockholm. �� ��� !"
�� !"#$%&'(

41. ... an award for economics was added. (Para. 5)
add: vt.
1) put together with sth. else so as to increase the number, size, or importance �� ��

They also added a new idea to the plan. �� !"#$%&'()*+,
They add more tea once he has taken the first cup. �� !"#$%&�� !"#$

2) put numbers together ��

If you add 2 and 5, you get 7. 5 � 2 �� 7�
Add 5 and 5, and you get 10. 5 � 5 � 10�

3) say sth. more ����� 

�Go away � don’t come back again, � she added. �� !�� !"#$%�� !
�Why not? � she added when her friends looked surprised. �� !"#$%&'(
���� !"�� !"#?�

42. ... but the decision that he made ... (Para. 6)
decision: n.
1) [C; U] a choice about what should be done �����

He knew he’d made the right decision. �� �!"#$%&'()
Rachel looked surprised at such a sudden decision. �� !"#$%&�� !"#
�� 
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2) [U] ability to decide and act accordingly �����

A man who lacks (��) decision cannot hold a position of responsibility. �� !"
�� !"#$

The manager must be a man of decision. �� !"#$%&'(
decide: vt. choose sth. after thinking ��

I’ll buy you a drink, and then we can decide where to have dinner. �� !"#$%&�
�� !"#$%&'()

I cannot decide which child sings better. �� !"#$%&'()*+

43. ... but the decision that he made as a result finally gave him what he wanted. (Para. 6)
Meaning: ... but as a result of the wrong report his decision gave him what he wanted at last.
as a result : caused or produced by sth. else�� !��� 

Alfred Nobel decided to create a prize and as a result he was remembered as a man of peace.
�� !"��� !"#$%&'()�� !"#$%&'()*+,-".

44. ... now the world thinks of him the way he wanted to be remembered ... (Para. 6)
Meaning: ... now people think of him as the kind of man that he wanted them to remember ...

Spotlight on Grammar

�� !"#$%&'"()

He created his explosive to save lives � lives that were lost because other explosives were
dangerous to use. (Passage A, Unit 1)

�� ! to use�� !"#$%&'�� !"#$%
�� !"#�$��� ! (active voice) �� !" (passive voice)��� !"

�� !"#��$%&�� !"#��$%&�� �� !"#$%&'()*

�� !

�� !"#$%&'(#)*++,- SVC (adj. + inf.)�� ��� +�� +
�� �!�� �� !"#"$�� ! +�� !�� �� !"#$%&'
�� !"easy, hard, difficult, good, comfortable, possible, impossible���� !"#$

�� !"#$%&'()*%+,-�� !"#$%���

Apples are good to eat.
[�] Apples are good to be eaten.
The story is hard to believe (��).
[�] The story is hard to be believed.
This shirt is easy to wash (�).
[�] This shirt is easy to be washed.
Those explosives are dangerous to use.
[�] Those explosives are dangerous to be used.
�� !"#$%&'"()�*+,-./"/(single-word verbs), �� !�

�� !"#"(multi-word verbs)��� !"#$#%&'()*+���+�� �
� +�� !�"�� +�� !� +�� �� + �� +�� !���

The chair is comfortable to sit in.
[�] The chair is comfortable to be sat in.
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The sick baby was difficult to look after.
[�] The sick baby was difficult to be looked after.
The light is impossible to turn off.
[�] The light is impossible to be turned off.
Money is difficult to save up.
[�] Money is difficult to be saved up.
He ran so fast and was hard to catch up with (��).
[�] He ran so fast and was hard to be caught up with.
The loud cry of that girl was hard to put up with.
[�] The loud cry of that girl was hard to be put up with.
This dog is easy to take care of (��).
[�] This dog is easy to be taken care of.
�� !"#$%&'(��� !" SVC (adj. + inf.)�� !"#��$%&'

�� !"#$%�� !"#$%&'�(!�

(1) Mary is hard to get along with. (= It is hard to get along with Mary.)
(2) Mary is kind to wait for me. (= It is kind of Mary to wait for me.)
(3) Mary is angry to hear the news. (= To hear the news has made Mary angry.)
(4) Mary is quick to learn. (= Mary learns quickly.)
�� !"#$%&�� !"#$ SVC (adj. + inf.)�� �� !"#$%&

�� !�� !"�� !"#$%&'(�� !"#$%&�� !"#$%�

��(1)�� !"#$%&'()*+,&-.�/�� !"#$%&'()*��

�� !"#$%&'()�� !"#$%&'

�� !"#$%&'(#)*+,-. SVC (adj. + inf.)�� !�� !"#
�� ���

I have a lot of work to do.
[�] I have a lot of work to be done.
�� !"�� !"#$(agent)��� !"#$%&'()*�� !"#$

�� �� !" #$%&'���

There is a lot of work to do / to be done.
�� !"#$%&!'()*+�

There’s nothing to do � I’m bored(�� )�� !"#�� !
There’s nothing to be done � we’ll have to buy a new TV set.  �� !"�� !"#

�� !"#$%

Marie Curie: A Twentieth-Century Woman

Background Information

1. The Curies refers to the husband and wife team of French scientists. Pierre Curie (1859-1906)
and his wife, Marie Sklodowska Curie (1867-1934), who got married in 1895, are known for

Section   B
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their work on radioactivity and on radium. Pierre discovered (1883) and, with his brother,
investigated piezoelectricity (�� !) in crystals. Following Antoine Henri Becquerel’s
discovery of radioactivity, Marie began to study radium. Together the Curies discovered
polonium (�) and radium. For their work on radioactivity, they shared with Becquerel the
1903 Nobel Prize in physics. Marie Curie became the first person to be awarded a second
Nobel Prize when she received the 1911 chemistry prize for isolating radium and studying its
chemical properties. Please visit the web sites http: // www.lucidcafe.com/library/95nov/curie.html

and http: // www.admp6.jussieu.fr for more information about the Curies.

2. Poland: The web site http: // www.polandonline.com would help you to have some general ideas
about the country Poland.

3. Paris: You are invited to have a look at the web site http: // www.paris.org for more information
about the city Paris.

4. X ray refers to invisible, highly penetrating electromagnetic (�� ) radiation of much
shorter wavelength (higher frequency) than visible light. Discovered by Wilhelm Roentgen,
X rays are produced by the impact of high-energy electrons (��) on a metal anode (�� 
��) in a highly evacuated glass bulb. Among other applications, X rays are used in medicine
and in the study of crystal structure.

5. Henri Becquerel (1852-1908) is a French physicist. Professor at the Ecole polytechnique,
Paris, from 1895, he discovered radioactivity in uranium (�) in 1896. Further investigations
of the phenomenon were made by Pierre and Marie Curie, and the three shared the 1903 Nobel
Prize in physics.

6. Radium (Ra) is a radioactive metallic element, discovered in pitchblende (�� !) in
1898 by Pierre and Marie Curie. It is a rare, lustrous (�� !), white alkaline-earth metal
(�� !) that resembles barium (�) in its chemical properties. Radium compounds are
found in uranium ores (��). The radioactivity of radium and its compounds is used in the
treatment of cancer. Radium compounds are mixed with a phosphor (�� ) in luminous
paints. In its radioactive decay, radium emits alpha, beta and gamma rays and produces heat.

Detailed Study of the Text

1. Marya Sklodowska was born on November 7, 1867 ... (Para. 1)
born: a. bear �� !"
be born: start one’s life; come into being ��

I was born in 1980. �� 1980 ��

Where were you born? �� !"#$%?
The earth was born some 4,700 million years ago. �� !" 47�� !"#$

2. Marya’s father wanted his five children to go to college, but the family was poor. (Para. 1)
go to college: go to study in a college�� 
He wanted them to go to college and learn business. �� �!"#$$%&'(

3. In fact, Marya worked for six years to make money so her elder sister Bronya could study
medicine at the Sorbonne in Paris. (Para. 1)
make money: earn or get money ��
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And now the Russians have realized they can make money out of this country. �� !"
�� !"#$%&'()*+,-

4. When Bronya finished medical school ... (Para. 1)
medical: a. of medicine and treating the sick �� !�� !�� 
He will go to a medical school. �� !"#$%
They have little medical care. �� !"#$%&
The doctor gave him a medical exam. �� !"#$%&'

5. ... Marya changed her name to the French form, Marie. (Para. 2)
Meaning: ... Marya spelt her name in the French way, Marie.
change sth. to / into: make sth. become ��� !
Later it became the Road of the Heroes and then was changed to the Road of Youth. ��

�� �� !"#$�� !"�� !"#$

6. ... the French form, Marie. (Para. 2)
form: n.
1) [C] a way sth. shows itself; kind or sort �� �����

Different countries have different forms of government. �� !"#�� $%&
Please name three forms of air travel. �� !"#$%&'()*

2) [C; U] an outward appearance; shape �� �����

Churches are often built in the form of a cross. �� !"#$%&'(
For her birthday I made her a cake in the form of a cat. �� !"#$%&�� !
�� !"#$%&'(

3) [C] a piece of paper with spaces for one to answer questions (�� !) ��

You need to fill in this form to get a new passport (��). �� !"#$%&'(
�� !"

7. ... she moved to a less expensive set of rooms ... (Para. 2)
expensive: a. costing a lot of money �� !"�� 
The Princess is the most expensive hotel in town. �� !"#$%&' !(
a set of: a group of (things that form a whole) ��

a set of stamps �� !
a set of rules �� !

8. ... so she could study in peace. (Para. 2)
Meaning: ... so she might not be disturbed in her study.
in peace: in a state of quietness �� ��

Build our country and let’s live in peace again. �� !"#$%�� !"#$%&
�� !

9. ... but even among her difficult living conditions, she was happy. (Para. 2)
Meaning: ...but in spite of her poor and hard life, she was always happy.

10. ... difficult living conditions ... (Para. 2)
condition: n.
1) [C] things that are around one �����

The prisoners lived in terrible conditions. �� !"#$%&'()*
Under the present conditions it would be dangerous to travel in that country. �� !
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�� !"#$%&'()*+

2) [C; U] the state of a person or thing �� ��

The car was cheap and in good condition, so I bought it. �� !"#$�� !"�
�� !"#

3) [C] sth. needed to make another thing happen ��

One of the conditions of the job is that you agree to work on Saturday. �� !"#$
�� !"#$%&'()*

What are the conditions of the contract (��)? �� !"#$%?

11. Marie and Pierre found that they had much in common. (Para. 3)
Meaning: Marie and Pierre shared many things: likes, dislikes, interests, qualities, etc.
in common: having or enjoying sth. together with sb. else�� !�� 
Remember, art and sport have this in common: they are both means of self-expression.�
���� !"#$%&'(��� !"#$%&'()

12. They didn’t care about money or about being comfortable. (Para. 3)
Meaning: They were not concerned about earning money or about living a comfortable life.
care about: think sth. is important ��  !"���

The only thing he cares about is money. �� !"#
Many of the students said that the school didn’t care about their health and food. �� !
�� !"#$%&'()*+,

13. They fell in love ... (Para. 3)
fall in love (with): begin to love ��(��)
He fell in love with the girl next door. �� !"#$%&'
These students want to be free: free to fall in love, free to work hard and free to have fun. �
�� !"#$��� !"�� !"#$%&'()"#$*

14. They discussed their work as well as the most recent scientific events... (Para. 3)
as well as: in addition to��� , ��� !(�)
He had decided that Mary was an agreeable as well as a beautiful girl. �� !"#$%
�� !"#$%&'()

Students should have enough time to play, to sleep as well as to study. �� !"#$%
�� !�� !"#

15. ... such as the discovery of X rays. (Para. 3)
such as: for example �� ��

They have many interests in common, such as football, swimming and dancing. �� !
�� !"#$�� !"�� !"#

16. Marie was interested in this research ... (Para. 3)
be interested in: feel like doing sth. ��� !"
Both men are interested in the subject of remembering and forgetting. �� !"#$%
�� !"#$%

Are you interested in coming along? �� !"#$%&?
interesting: a. arousing or holding the attention �� !"#��� 

Is there anything interesting in the newspaper? �� !" #$%&'?
That’s an interesting idea. �� !"#!$%
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17. ... interested in this research ... (Para. 3)
research: n. [U] studying sth. carefully to find out more about it  �� ��

The university does some government research on campus. �� !"#$%&'()
�� !"#$

I’ve got to carry out some research on the subject. �� !"#$%&#'()*
vi. study a subject in detail �� ��

We’ve been researching for three years with no results. �� !"#$%&'()
He is researching into Chinese poetry. �� !"#$%&

18. ... and began to look for unknown elements that had such rays. (Para. 3)
Meaning: ... and started to try to discover unknown chemical elements that had such rays.
look for: try to find �� ��

He is always looking for something different to do. �� !"#$%&'()*+,

19. ... look for unknown elements ... (Para. 3)
element: n. [C] a very simple substance from which everything is made ��

Both hydrogen and oxygen are elements, but water is not. �� !"#$%�� !"#
How many elements is water made up of? �� !"#$%?
There are 106 known chemical elements. �� !"#$% 106 ��

20. Pierre Curie stopped his own research in order to help Marie in her work. (Para. 3)
in order to: ��

In order to get more information about the subject, there is a need for further research in this
field. �� !"#$%&'()*+,-�� !"#$%&'()*+,-

21. He realized that she was ... (Para. 3)
realize: vt.
1) know or understand �� !�� 

When I got home, I realized that I had lost my key. �� !"#$%&'()
Do you realize how happy you have made me? �� �!"#$%&?

2) make (a hope, purpose, fear, etc.) real  �(�� �� �� )��

She realized her ambition of becoming an actress. �� !"#$%&'()
My worst fears were realized when I saw the exam questions. �� !"#$�� 
�� !"#$%&'(

22. He realized that she was about to make an important discovery. (Para. 3)
be about to: be going to ��

He may not mean it now, but I think that is exactly what he is about to do.�� !"#
�� �� !"#$%&'()*+

23. ... the Curies discovered two new elements ... (Para. 4)
discover: vt.
1) find or learn sth. for the first time ��

Columbus discovered America in 1492. �� ! 1492�� !"#$
Scientists have discovered a new element. �� !"#$%&'()*

2) find out �� ���

We soon discovered the truth. �� !"#$%&'(
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The police have discovered a bomb (��) factory at a country house. �� !"#
�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.

24. ... two new elements that gave off X rays. (Para. 4)
give off: �� , ��, �� 
For thousands of years fire has been used to give off light and warmth. �� !"�� 
�� �� 

25. In those days, ... (Para. 4)
in those days: �� !"#
I was a lonely person in those days and I had very little else to think about and few friends
to talk to. �� !"#$�� !"#$%&�� !"#$%&�� !"#$%

26. ... no one knew that such materials were dangerous ... (Para. 4)
material: n.
1) [C; U] sth. that one uses for making or doing things �� ��

Wood and stones are building materials. �� !"#$%&�'(
What kind of material is the bridge made of? �� !"#$%&'()?

2) [U] cloth ��

I don’t have enough material to make a dress. �� !"#$%&'()*
Mother has some red material of which she’s going to make curtains. �� !"#$
���� !"#$%&

3) [U] information based on which a written work is to be produced �� ��

I suppose you’ve come to find material for a novel? �� !"#$%&'()*
� ?
She’s collecting material for her paper. �� !�"#$%&'()

27. ... these materials caused their illnesses ... (Para. 4)
cause: vt. be the reason for ����� 

Who caused the accident? �� !"#$%&?
The fire was caused by a cigarette. �� !"#$%&'()*+
Some inventions have caused great changes in our way of life. �� !"#$%&'(
�� !"#$%&

n.
1) [C] the thing or person that makes sth. happen �� ��

Ice on the road was the cause of the accident. �� !"#$%&'()*
2) [U] sth. that provides a satisfactory reason for an action �� ��

I’m sure you have no cause for alarm. �� !"#$%&'(

28. ... caused their illnesses ... (Para. 4)
illness: n. [C; U] sickness; disease ����

There seems to be a lot of illness in that family. �� !"#$%&'(
She wasn’t afraid of anything but a long and painful illness. �� !"#$�� !"
�� !"#

29. ... they proved that radium is real. (Para. 4)
prove: v.
1) show that sth. is true �� ��
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The blood (��) on his shirt proves that he is the killer. �� !"#$%&�'(
��

To prove her point, she showed them the latest sale figures (�� !). �� !"#
�� !�� !"#$%&'()*+

2) turn out or be found to be ����� !

The job proved more difficult than we’d thought. �� !"#$%&'()*+,-
The Minister (��) proved himself to be a man of his word. �� !"#$%&'
�� !"

30. On June 25, 1903, Madam Curie ... (Para. 5)
Madam: n. [sing.]
1) a respectful way of addressing (��) a woman �� ����� ��

Madam Song Qingling is one of the best-respected ladies in China. �� !"#$%
�� !"#$%&'

2) a word used at the beginning of a business letter to a woman �� !"#$%&'(
�� !

Dear Madam ... �� !"##
3) a polite way of speaking to a woman instead of using her name �� ����� �

�

�Can I help you, madam?� asked the shop assistant. �� !�� !"#?���

�� !

31. ... to receive a doctor of science degree from ... (Para. 5)
degree: n. [C]
1) a title given by a university to a student who has completed the study ��

She has a bachelor’s degree in mathematics. �� !!"!#$
To do the job, you must have a degree in chemistry. �� !"#, �� !"#$
�� !

2) a unit of measure of temperature, angle, etc. (�� �� !)����

Water boils at 100’s degrees Celsius. �� ! 100�� !"
The temperature today is two degrees higher than that of yesterday. �� !"#�$
�� 

32. The Curies continued to work closely together until a terrible event happened. (Para. 6)
Meaning: Marie and Pierre Curie continued to work together up to the time when a serious

accident took place.
terrible: a.
1) causing dislike, fear, etc. �� ��� !"

Something terrible has happened. �� !"#$%&'()
That night there was a terrible storm (��). �� !"#$%&'()*+
Suddenly there was a terrible noise, and the train came off the rails (��). �� !
�� !"#$%�� !"#

2) very serious; causing harm, destruction, etc. �� !�� 
She had a terrible accident. �� !"#$%
Reports have just come in of a terrible crash (��) on the highway. �� !"#$�
�� !"#$%&'()*+,
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33. ... Pierre was killed in a street accident. (Para. 6)
Meaning: ... Pierre died in a traffic accident.
accident: n. [C] something often bad, that happens by chance �� !���

I broke the cup; it was an accident. �� !"#$%&'
I had an accident when I was driving to work � my car hit a tree. �� !"#$%&'
�� �� !"#$%&'

34. ... she made pure radium. (Para. 6)
pure: a.
1) not mixed with anything else �� 

This shirt is pure cotton (�). �� !"#$%&
She’s wearing a ring that looks like pure gold. �� !"#$%&'()*+,

2) clean; free of harmful matter �� !�� !"#
The air by the sea is pure and healthy. �� !"#$%�� !"#
The water in mountain rivers is usually pure. �� !"#$%&' (

35. It was Marie Curie’s biggest success. (Para. 6)
success: n.
1) [C] a person or thing that brings about a good result �� !��� 

His new book was a great success. �� !"#$%&'(
He is a great success as a teacher. �� !"#$%&'(

2) [U] a good result; achievement �� �� ��

I wish you success with your studies. �� !"#$
He has achieved great success in his career (��). �� !"#$%&'()*

successful: a. having done what one has tried to do �� 
Were you successful in making him change his mind? �� !"#$%&'?
The best news was the successful progress (��) of the research. �� !"#$%&'
�� !"

36. Over the years, Marie’s constant work with radium continued to hurt her health. (Para. 7)
Meaning: During those years, Marie worked with radium all the time, which continued to

cause damage to her health.
hurt: v.
1) cause pain either in body or in mind �� �� ��� 

She hurt her leg when she fell. �� !"#$%&'
The car crashed into a tree; luckily no one was seriously hurt. �� !"#$%&�
�� !"#$%

2) cause a feeling of pain; cause harm or difficulty �� ��� !"#$

It hurts when I raise my leg. �� !"#$%&'
It wouldn’t hurt to say sorry to your sister. ��� !�"#$%&'"()

37. She died on July 4, 1934, from an illness caused by her life’s work: radium. (Para. 7)
Meaning: On July 4, 1934, she died from an illness caused by her constant work with radium.

38. As a scientist, she made important discoveries and achieved greatness in her field. (Para. 7)
Meaning: As a scientist, she made valuable discoveries and did great things in her career.
achieve: vt. finish sth. successfully ��������

He will never achieve anything if he doesn’t work harder. �� !"#$%&'(��
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�� !"

Maurice has achieved his goal of becoming a doctor. �� !"#$%&'()*

Nobel Prize Winners

Background Information

1. Nobel Foundation: Visit the web site http: //www.nobel.se to learn more about the Nobel
Foundation.

2. Karolinska Institute of Stockholm, Sweden: Visit the web site http: //info.ki.se if you have
the time.

3. Stockholm: If you are interested, please visit http: //www.stockholm.se for more information
about the capital city.

4. Sweden: Visit the web site http: //www.sweden.com to learn more about the country.

5. Norway: Visit the web site http: //www.norway.com or http: //www.norwegian.com to learn more
about the country.

PART II

KEY TO EXERCISES

Pre-reading Questions

The purpose of the pre-reading questions is to give students a general idea as to what the
reading passage might be about. Encourage your students with whatever answers they have got
for the questions. For this unit, the students should be able to learn that Reading Passage A is about
a famous scientist, Alfred Nobel.

These are, in fact, open-ended questions with no right or wrong answers. The students can
get their answers from their own knowledge.

Section   C

Section    A



N  I  TU  1
�=�=�=�=�=�=�

20

Comprehension of the Text

1. Because he had developed and sold explosives.
2. He was born in 1833.
3. He created it in order to save lives that were lost in using other dangerous explosives.
4. He wanted people to remember him as a man of peace.
5. Because many countries needed a strong, safe explosive in building roads through mountains.
6. He decided to use his money to set up a prize.
7. He wanted to award the prize to men or women of any country who did great things in science,

writing, and world peace.
8. There are six. They are prizes of physics, chemistry, medicine, literature, peace, and

economics.

Vocabulary

1. death 2. continued 3. trade 4. create
5. information 6. spend 7. destroyed 8. wonder

Vocabulary

1. trade in 2. as a result of 3. in the fields of 4. learn of
5. all over the world 6. at last 7. worried about 8. of his day

Translation

1. It is reported that he is very rich and that he is a man who trades in weapons.
2. Men or women of any country should be against war as it can destroy the country.
3. People call Nobel a man of peace and a man full of love.
4. It is very dangerous to cross the river during the raining season.
5. He did not know what to do, as it was new to him to build roads through mountains.

Translation

1. �� !"#$%&'()*+,-'./0
2. �� !"�#$%&'()*+,-.)�/012

3. �� !"#$%&'()*+#,�� ��� !�� !"#$%&'()

4. �� !"#�� !"#$�� !"#$%&'()*+,-�� !" #$%&'
�� !"#$%

5. �� !"#$%&1901�� !"�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012345

��

 II

III

IV

V For Reference

VI For Reference
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Follow-up Activities

For this part of exercises, we can ask the students to do some oral presentations about the main
idea of the passage, or to make some comments on the writer’s certain points of view. It is also
possible to organize the students to have some discussions or oral debates about the passage.

Grammar

1. to spell / to remember / to understand
2. to see
3. to understand / to read
4. to carry / to move
5. to live in
6. to clean
7. to hear
8. to eat
9. to get / to learn of

10. to make / to buy / to trade in

Grammar

1. The mistake is hard to find.
2. The book is interesting to read.
3. The Nobel Prize is not easy to win.
4. The test is difficult to pass.
5. The soup is too hot to drink now.
6. The story is really interesting to listen to.
7. Mr. Smith’s lessons are hard to follow.
8. The garden is pleasant to walk in.
9. Is smoking really so difficult to give up?

10. I like to make friends with those who are easy to get along with.

Pronunciation and Intonation

1. B 2. A 3. C 4. D 5. B 6. A 7. B 8. C

Pronunciation and Intonation

1. little 2. be 3. see 4. be 5. fell 6. said 7. have 8. rich

VII

IX For Reference

X

VIII For Reference

XI
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Comprehension of the Text

1. F 2. F 3. T 4. T 5. F 6. F 7. T 8. F

Vocabulary

1. realize 2. care 3. prove 4. discover
5. degree 6. forms 7. comfortable 8. cause

Vocabulary

1. in 2. about 3. in 4. to 5. in 6. well 7. in 8. for

Comprehension of the Text

1. As Nobel wished, money is given to people who help the world in some great way in one of
the five fields: physics, chemistry, medicine, literature, and peace. This is clearly stated in
Paragraph 1.

2. The Nobel Foundation owns the prize money, but it does not award the prizes. This is clear
in the second paragraph.

3. In fact, no Nobel Prizes were given for the years 1940-1942. This can be seen in Paragraph
2.

4. According to the passage, different groups give out each award. This is clearly stated in
Paragraph 3.

5. Before1968, five different Noble Prizes were given out for winners in five different fields. This
is implied (��) in Paragraph 3.

6. Each of these bodies must receive the names of possible winners before February 1 of each
year. This is the first sentence of Paragraph 4.

7. The one who is selected by seven or more of the members in the body wins. This is implied
in Paragraph 4.

8. All six Nobel Prizes might be awarded each year. This is implied in the last part of the text.

Section   B

XII

XIII

XIV

Section   C

XV
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PART III

READING PASSAGE TRANSLATION

�� !"��� ��� !"#$%&'(

�� ! "#$%&'(��� !" 1888� 4� 13���� !"#$%&'()*

�� !�� !"#$%&'(�� !�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0�� !

�� !"#$%&'�� !"#$"%&'%()*�� �� 55�� !"#$%&�

�� !" �� !"#$%�� !
�� !"��� !"#$%�� !"#$%���� !"�� !" ##$%&

���� !"#$%&'�� !"�� !"#$%%&�� !"#$%&'()? ��

�� !"#$%&'(�� !"#$%&'()*�� !"�� !"#$%&'()*+,

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0�� !"#�$%&'()*+,-!./012

�� !"#$%&'()*+%,-.�� �� !"#$%&'()�� !"#$

�� !"#$%�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./$0'12345�� !"�� 

�� !�"#$%&'($)*+�� !"#$%&�� !"#$%%&'(�$)*+

�� !"#$�� !"#$%&�� �� !"#$%&'(

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./�� !"#$%&'(�� !"�#$%&'

�� !"#$%&'()*+1895���� !"#$%&'()*+,-�� !"#$%

�� �� !"#$%&'()*+,-.�� !"#�� !"#$�� !"#$%&

�� !"#$�� !" #$%&'()*+,-./01�� !"#$�� !"��

�� !"#$%

�� !"��� ! 1896� 12 � 10�� !�� 63 ���� !"#�� !"��

�� !"#$%&'()�*+,�� !"#$%&'()*�� !"��� !"��

�� !"#$�� !"#$�� �� ��  !"#$%&'(�� !"#$%&1901

�� !"�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012345671969���� !"#$

�� !"

�� !"��� !"#$%&'()*�� !"#$%&'()* +,-./��

�� ��� !"#�� $%�� �� !"#$%&'()*+#,�� ��� !

���� !�� !"#$%&'()

������=OM�� !"#$%&

1867 � 11 � 7 ���� ��� !"�#$%&'()�� !"#$%&'!()*

�� !"�� !"#$%&�� !�� !!"#$6�� !"#$$%&'()*+

��� �� ! 1891�� !�� !23�� !"#$%&'()*+�,-.

  A= == == == == =�����= == == == == =�����

  B= == == == == =�����= == == == == =�����



N  I  TU  1
�=�=�=�=�=�=�

24

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0)12*+Marie(��)��� !"#$%&
�� !"�#$%&�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.,/0123�� !"#$%&

�� !"#$%�� !"�� !"#$%&'(�� !"#$%&

  1893� 7���� !"#$%&'()*+,-./�� !"#$�� !"#$%
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