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Unit 1
Spend and Save  P1

Argumentation: The 
Basics of Argumentation

The Use of Language: 
The Level of Formality 

1. In the Saving vs. Spending Debate It’s 
Obvious Why We Need to Save More

2. Why I’ll Never Feel Bad about My 
Vacation Spending

3. College Spending Money (Excerpts)
4. The Real Difference Between “Wants” 

and “Needs”

1. Spend More Rationally
2. Chinese Senior Citizens, Spend and Enjoy 

Yourselves
3. Spending Should Be Encouraged
4. Budget Means More

Write an argumentative essay of 450–500 words 
on any of the topics or a topic of your own which 
relates to the subject of this unit.

Unit 2
Campus Love: 
Pros and Cons  P33

Argumentation: The Claim

The Use of Language: 
Abstract/General Words 
and Concrete/Specific 
Words 

1. Is Love an Art? (Excerpts)
2. Two Coins in a Fountain (Excerpts)
3. Some Meanings of Authentic Love 

(Excerpts)
4. Appointment with Love

1. Open the Door When Love Is Knocking
2. Too Early for a Romantic Relationship
3. Campus Love: Not Always Sweet
4. From Classmates to Dates 

Write an argumentative essay of 450–500 words 
on any of the topics or a topic of your own which 
relates to the subject of this unit.

Unit 3
Pop Icons and Heroes  
P65

Argumentation: The 
Support

The Use of Language: 
Conciseness

1. A Hero for Our Time
2. I’m a Celebrity Worshipper!
3. Heroes and Cultural Icons
4. Being Somebody

1. Say No to Pop Idol Worship
2. Give Pop Icons Their Due
3. He Jiong: Is He Worth Admiring?

1. Write an argumentative essay of about 400 words, 
supporting or refuting any of the statements, or 

2. Write an argumentative essay of 450–500 words 
about a controversial figure you admire (a hero/
heroine, a sports celebrity, a pop icon, etc.) .

Unit 4
Examinations:  
Pros and Cons  P93

Argumentation: Refutation

The Use of Language: 
Exact Words

1. High Marks for Standardized Tests
2. In Praise of the “F” Word
3. The Bad Side of Flunking

1. Examination Is Here to Stay
2. What Is Fairer than an Examination?
3. Open Book Exams—A Straw to Catch At

1. Write an argumentative essay of 500–550 words, 
supporting or refuting any of the statements, or

2. Write an argumentative essay of 500–550 words 
about any controversial topic concerning any 
kind of examination.

Unit 5
Cheating, Plagiarism, 
and Academic 
Integrity  P119

Argumentation: 
Common Fallacies

The Use of Language: 
English Idioms and 
Figures of Speech

1. Types of Plagiarism
2. Plagiarism Lines Blur for Students in 

Digital Age
3. What Is Self-Plagiarism and Why You 

Need to Avoid It
4. Cutting and Pasting: A Senior Thesis by 

(Insert Name)

1. Beware of Plagiarism
2. Not All Their Fault
3. University Authorities to Fight Cheating in 

Exams

1. Write an argumentative essay of about 400 words, 
refuting any of the statements, or 

2. Write an argumentative essay of 500–550 words 
on any of the topics or a topic of your own 
which relates to the subject of this unit.

Unit 6
Beauty, from Heart 
or Face?  P149

Argumentation: 
Emotional Appeals

The Use of Language: 
Language to Avoid

1. The Social Conceptions of Beauty
2. Plastic Surgery—The Fast Track to 

Happiness?
3. In Praise of Plastic Surgery
4. Body Image (Excerpts)

1. Are Beauty Contests Harmful?
2. Is Plastic Surgery Evil?
3. Does Plastic Surgery Help to Get a Job?

1. Write an argumentative essay of 500–550 words, 
supporting or refuting the point illustrated in “In 
Praise of Plastic Surgery,” or

2. Write an argumentative essay of 500–550 words 
on any of the topics or a topic of your own 
which relates to the subject of this unit.

Unit 7
Social Networking: 
Friend or Foe?  P175

Argumentation: 
Induction and Deduction

The Use of Language: 
Using Dictionaries

1. Do I Really Have to Join Twitter?
2. In Defense of Twitter
3. Social Sites Becoming Too Much of a 

Good Thing

1. Social Networking Sites Are Becoming 
Powerful for Online Learning

2. Be Careful with Social Media
3. Social Media—A Blessing or a Curse?

Write an argumentative essay of 450–500 words 
on any of the topics or a topic of your own which 
relates to the subject of this unit.

Unit 8
Practical Writing (IV)
P199

Résumé Writing 

Cover Letter Writing

1. Write your own résumé and cover letter, 
responding to one of the choices, or

2. Respond to either of the advertisements, 
offering your résumé and cover letter.
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