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A new start
UNIT 1

Unit overview
Inside view

Conversation 1 The course starts suitably enough with Janet, a student from 
China, arriving at her new college in Oxford and collecting 
the keys to her room.

Conversation 2 Janet meets Kate, an American student who is in the room 
next to her. They introduce themselves.

Conversation 3 Kate and Janet meet Mark, a British student, down in 
the dining hall. They make friends and will be the main 
characters in the Inside view sections ahead.

Outside view

Part 1 The video clip is about the experience of being a new student. 
The topic is introduced in Part 1.

Part 2 In Part 2 some students tell us about their feelings about their 
situation.

Listening in

Short conversations There are five short conversations. They are all on the topic of 
the start of a new term and illustrate the use of such phrases 
as: go over someone’s head, the general point, Do you think so?, 
feel at home, and I know what you mean.

News report The news item is about government loans to university 
students.

Conversation The conversation is about a school which does not believe in 
examinations and for entry sends universities examples of the 
students’ work and reports on their progress.

Pronunciation

This section focuses on the pronunciation of some proper 
nouns, stresses in sentences, linking words and rising and 
falling intonation in questions.

新视界视听说Ｕ1.indd   1 2011.8.13   1:57:58 PM



Starting point Inside view
Do the questionnaire.

1 What are your feelings about being at university?
(a) I want to go home.

(b) It’s just as I expected. No surprises at all!

(c) It’s more fun than I expected.

(d) It’s fantastic!

2 What do you feel about the other students in 

your year? 

(a) Some of them are rather strange!

(b) I haven’t really got an opinion yet. 

(c) There are a few people I know and I’m staying 

with them!

(d) I’ve already made some good friends. 

3 How do you feel about studying?

(a) I’m a bit nervous. It’s going to be very different 

from school.

(b) Interested but not excited. 

(c) I feel quite confident.

(d) I’m excited. My courses are really interesting. 

4 What did you think of the introduction to the 

university?

(a) I still feel completely lost!

(b) I’d like it to go on for longer.

(c) It was useful.

(d) It was brilliant – I feel very confident now.

5 How do you find dormitory life?

(a) I don’t enjoy sharing.

(b) It’s OK but sometimes I’d like to be alone.

(c) No problem.

(d) It’s great. I get on really well with my roommates.

Now work in pairs and compare your answers.

Predicting
Before we listen in class, we usually make predictions 

by looking at the photos and any other illustrations 

(such as the form below), and think about:

• How many people am I likely to hear?

• What’s the situation likely to be?

Conversation 1

➊ Work in pairs. Look at the form and talk about 
when you might see or use a form like this.

Hertford College accommodation form

First name 

Family name 

Staircase number 

Room number 

Keys (sign here) 

➋ Watch Conversation 1 and complete the form in 
Activity 1.

2
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Starting point
TEACHING TIPS 教学建议
Each unit has a section called Starting point. It 
is an easy activity to start us thinking about the 
topic of the unit. This unit is about your new 
lives here at university and it starts by asking 
you some questions about your feelings.

Remember the aim of the activity is to speak 
English. This is how not to do the activity.
A I chose answer (c). 
B Did you? I chose (b).

That is not going to help your English 
conversation much, is it? Here’s a better 
example for Question 1:
A  I chose (d). I have really enjoyed the first few 

days. My roommates are so nice and the 
courses seem great.

B  Yes, I agree. I also chose (d), but it’s funny  –  I 
really want to choose (a) and (d). 

A  You are right. I know just what you mean. It’s 
fantastic but also at times frightening.   

B  Yes, I love it, but I also want to see my family 
and my dog and be in my room.

Now hold your conversations. I will walk round 
and listen to some of you.

Example answers
2 Don’t you think it’s too soon to judge yet? It is 

easy to like someone at first but then you find 
they are not as nice as you thought. Anyway, 
that is why I ticked (b).

3 I chose (a). I am not sure. I am a bit nervous 
though – very nervous would be truer. There 
are so many new subjects to learn and all the 
teachers are telling us we must work on our 
own much more than before at school. 

4 It was useful. I learnt a lot, but I wouldn’t 

want it to go on any longer.  I want to start 
doing things now, not just listening to people 
talk about them. 

5 I guess I am a (b). It’s not a big problem. My 
roommates are nice and we help one another, 
but it can be rather noisy and I am used to my 
own room at home. But it is all new – I will 
adapt.

Inside view
TEACHING TIPS 教学建议
Now we come to the Inside view section. These 
are video clips about three friends at university 
in Oxford in Britain. We learn some everyday 
spoken English from watching and listening to 
them in different situations. 

Conversation 1

➊

Example answer
When you first arrive at your university 
accommodation and collect a room key.

➋

Answers
First name Janet
Family name Li
Staircase number 6
Room number 5
Keys Janet Li

2 T
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➌ Watch Conversation 1 again and choose the best answer to 
the questions.  

1 What does the porter ask Janet?
(a) Would you like your keys?
(b) Where are you from?
(c) How old are you?
(d) New student?

2 How does the porter ask for Janet’s family name? 

(a) What’s your family name, please?
(b) Can you tell me your family name, please?
(c) Can you give me your family name?
(d) Can I have your family name, please?

3 What does Janet learn about her room?
(a) She is sharing it with a girl.
(b) She is sharing it with two girls.
(c) She is sharing it with several people.
(d) She has her own room.

4 Who is in the room next to Janet?
(a) A girl, but we’re not told her name.
(b) Someone whose family name is Santos.
(c) Two girls. 
(d) The porter doesn’t say.

5 What does the porter ask Janet to call him?
(a) Sir. 
(b) Mr Stewart. 
(c) Stewart. 
(d) Porter.

In English-speaking countries, and many 

Western countries, people have a given 

name and a family name. The given 

name is often called Christian name, or 

first name. The family name is often 

called surname or last name. The first 

name goes before the family name. 

In English-speaking countries, the family 

name always used to be the father’s 

family name, and a woman always 

used to change her name and use her 

husband’s family name when they get 

married. This is still common, but these 

days many women keep their own family 

name. Some fathers and mothers give 

their children two family names.

Language and culture

Conversation 1

porter /'pO:t5/ n. 看门人

Hertford /'hA:(t)f5d/ College 
哈福德学院（牛津大学）

staircase /'ste5 '

keIs/ n. 楼梯间

Santos /'sænt5Us/ 桑托斯

dormitory /'dO:mItri/ n.
（学校、军营等的）寝室，宿舍

Stewart /'stju:5t/ 斯图尔特

sign for 签收

3
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➌

Answers
1 (d) Short for “Are you a new student?”
2 (d)  
3 (d) 
4 (b) 
5 (c) 

HAVE YOU 
HEARD …?

The University of Oxford started in the 13th • 
century.
There are about 20,000 students.• 
Its students have a 93 per cent satisfaction rate.• 
It has been ranked No 2 in the world for arts • 
subjects, and about 5th overall.

Would the class prefer a traditional university
with centuries of history and ancient buildings or a 
totally modern campus?

TEACHING TECHNIQUES 
 教学策略

T asks Ss to write down any words they do not 
understand while watching the Inside view. 
Then T writes these words down on the board. 
Instead of explaining them to Ss, T first divides 
the class into three big groups; asks Ss from one 
group to guess the meaning of the word; then 
Ss from the other two groups need to say if they 
agree with their explanation or not; finally  T 
explains the word. Train Ss to do this activity fast 
by: 

pointing to the word • 
asking Ss from one group to guess the • 
meaning 
asking the other two groups if they agree • 
with the guess or not 
explaining the word and cultural differences • 
if any 

Classroom language for teachers
Instructions on the activity in TEACHING TECHNIQUES

Everybody, this is the time for you to tell • 
me which words you do not understand 
from the Inside view. OK, as you tell me, I’ll 
write the words down on the board. Yes, 
this is another new word … And another? 
Anymore? 
Now, I’d like you to pay attention to the • 
following activity. I’ll divide the class into 
three big groups. For each word on the 
board, I will ask Ss from one group to guess 
the meaning; I will ask Ss in the other two 
groups to tell me if you agree with their 
idea or not. Then I will tell you if their guess 
is right. I’ll draw a table on the board. The 
group which gives the most correct answers 
will win.

3 T
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Conversation 2

➍ Work in pairs. Look at the photo at the top of this 
page and talk about:

who Janet is speaking to• 
where they are• 
if they know each other• 
what they’re likely to say• 

➎ Watch Conversation 2 and complete the table.

English name

Chinese name

Home town

➏ Watch Conversation 2 again and complete the 
sentences.
Kate Hi, have you just arrived too?
Janet Yes! 
Kate I guess we’re neighbours. My name’s Kate 

Santos. 
Janet (1) _____________________________. 

Where are you from?
Kate From New York. How about you?
Janet I’m from Anshan in China.
Kate Is Janet your real name?
Janet No, it’s my English name. (2) ___________

______________________ Li Hui. Is Kate 
your full name?

Kate No, (3) __________________________ 
Catherine.

Janet So do I call you Catherine or Kate?
Kate (4) _________________________ Kate. 

PPE is short for Politics, Philosophy and Economics. It 

combines study from the three disciplines, and was 

originally only offered at the University of Oxford, but is 

increasingly being offered at universities elsewhere. 

Language and culture

Conversation 2

Catherine /'k{TrIn/ 凯瑟琳

Conversation 3    

awesome /'O:s(5)m/ a. 棒极了

subject /'söbdZIkt/ n. 学科

Conversation 3

➐ Work in pairs. Look at the answers to some 
questions in Conversation 3 and predict the 
questions.
1 Yes, I’m from London.
2 I’m Li Hui. I’m from China.
3 English.
4 My major is law.
5 I’m studying PPE.
Now watch Conversation 3 and check your answers.

4
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Conversation 2

➍

Example answers
Probably another student.• 
The picture doesn’t tell us. It’s somewhere • 
indoors, but I guess it must be the college as 
that is the unit is about.
 They probably do not know each other.• 
They are likely to introduce themselves and • 
tell each other where they are from and what 
they are studying.

➎ 

Answers
Kate Janet

English name Kate Santos Janet Li
Chinese name Li Hui
Home town New York Anshan

➏ 

TEACHING TIPS 教学建议
Give Ss time to look quickly through the written 
dialogue before playing Conversation 2 again.

To check the answers, ask two Ss to read out the 
complete dialogue. Encourage them to read 
with meaning.

Answers
(1) I’m Janet Li
(2) My Chinese name is 
(3) it’s short for 
(4) Everyone calls me 

Conversation 3

Culture points
dining halls: Oxford Colleges have large and 
beautiful dining halls where the college sometimes 
all eat together formally with the staff at one end 
on a platform and the students in rows down the 
hall. On special occasions everyone wears academic 
gowns and the meal starts with a prayer in Latin. 

Language points                          
How can you tell?: How do you know that? What 
gives you that information? It is actually easy for 
people’s places of origin to be identified by their 
accents (as it would be in China).

reading: in the UK one reads (studies) a subject 

➐ 

TEACHING STEPS 教学步骤
Tell Ss this is a prediction task and make sure • 
they understand what this means.

Ask Ss to discuss the five items in pairs.• 

Choose five pairs to give their answers to • 
the class. Student A gives the predicted 
questions and Student B gives the answers.

Play Conversation 3 for Ss to check their • 
answers.

Example questions
1 Are you British? / Do you come from near 

here? 
2 What’s your name? I guess you’re from China, 

right?
3 What is your subject? / What are you 

studying? / What’s your mother tongue?
4 What is your subject? / What are you 

studying? / And you?
5 And how about you? / What are you studying?
 

Questions in Conversation 3
1 You’re British, huh?
2 And you are …?
3 What are you reading?
4 How about you, Kate?
5 And you?

4 T
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Everyday English
There you are.
No need to call me sir.
This is awesome!
by the way
How can you tell?
And you are …?

➑ Work in pairs and answer the questions 
about Everyday English.

1 There you are.  Is the porter (a) giving 
Janet something, or (b) finding her name 
on the list?

2 No need to call me sir.  Does this mean 
Janet (a) has to, or (b) doesn’t have to call 
him sir?

3 This is awesome!  Does this mean (a) they 
are impressed, or (b) they are disappointed?

4 by the way  Does this mean you expect 
them to mention (a) a main idea, or 

 (b) some extra information?
5 How can you tell?  Can Mark tell Kate 

is American by (a) her name, or (b) her 
accent?  

6 And you are …?  Is the correct reply 
 (a) I’m Li Hui, or (b) I’m a student?

➒ Work in pairs and act out the conversation.

Student A Introduce yourself to Student B.
Student B Greet Student A and introduce 

yourself.
Student A Ask where Student B is from.
Student B Say where you’re from. Ask 

where Student A is from.
Student A Say where you’re from. Ask what 

Student B is studying.
Student B Say what you’re studying. Ask 

what Student A is studying.

Student A Say what you’re studying.

Talking point
➊ Work in pairs. Read the problem page and decide if you 

or your friends have similar problems. 

Asking about names
Can I have your family name, please?

What’s your first name?

Is … your real name?

And you are …?

Making introductions
No need to call me …

Everyone calls me …

Please call me …

My Chinese name is …

It’s short for …

➋ Work in pairs. Decide what advice you would give to the 
students in Activity 1.

Perhaps Maggie needs to talk to a counsellor.
I think Steve should talk to his tutor.
It’ll be hard, but Peter has to tell his parents.
Lisa should definitely see a doctor.

STUDENT PROBLEM PAGE

I’ve made some friends but I’m lonely and feel homesick. 
I’d really like some advice.  Maggie

I’m having a good time and have made friends but 
I’m finding it difficult to study. My first two essays 
received low grades. Can you help? Steve

I’m not sleeping well – I don’t get more than four 
hours a night. I’ve never had this problem before.  
Should I see a doctor? Lisa

I’ve been really stupid and spent most of my money 
for this term already. My parents will be angry if I 
ask them to help me. What can I do?  Peter

Most people have problems in their first few 
months at university, as these letters show …

5
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Everyday English
➑ 

TEACHING TECHNIQUES  
教学策略

Ask Ss to read the sentences and choose the • 
appropriate meanings.

Tell Ss to work in pairs and prepare a mini-• 
role-play. Student A is a native speaker who 
uses some idioms and special expressions (ie 
student A reads the first part fluently); Student 
B is an interpreter who is translating what A 
says into simple English for Chinese speakers 
(ie Student B reads the answers in a very clear 
way). Each pair goes through the sentences.

T chooses a pair to dramatize the sentences • 
to the rest of the class in the above way 
and asks the class, “Is Student B a good 
interpreter?”

Answers
1 (b) 2 (b) 3 (a) 4 (b) 5 (b) 6 (a) 

➒ 

TEACHING STEPS 教学步骤
Ask Ss to read through the functional • 
expressions box.

Ask Ss in pairs to use the cues to make a • 
dialogue using appropriate language from 
the unit.

Choose one or two pairs to repeat their • 
dialogue for the class.

Example answer
A Hello, I’m …
B Nice to meet you. My name’s …
A Hi. So where do you come from?
B I’m from Tianjin. And what about you?
A Oh, I’m from Yangzhou. What are you studying?
B My subject is English. And you?
A I’m studying law.

Talking point
Classroom language for teachers

Instructions on Talking point

Today we are going to do some Talking point 
activities. I think the title tells you what this 
is about. It is an opportunity to use English in 
conversation. So when you are sitting silent, 
you are not achieving anything. I suggest that 
you read the task quickly and then hold a first 
conversation which may not be very fluent. 
Then try it again using the same ideas but 
making it a bit faster and more organized. I will 
walk round and listen and later on ask some 
pairs to let us all hear their discussion. 

➋ 

Example answers
Maggie ought to fill her day with activities so • 
she has no time to feel lonely.
Maybe Maggie needs some more new friends. • 
The ones she has do not seem to be helping 
much.
There are many websites giving advice on • 
study methods. Steve needs to try some new 
ones.
 I wonder if Steve could join a small study • 
group.
 Perhaps Peter could offer to work in the • 
holidays and repay his parents.
 Peter must cut down his spending as much as • 
possible.
 I think Lisa ought to ask herself why she • 
cannot sleep. If she is worried about her work 
or social life she can speak to a counsellor.
 It is a good idea to have routine. I wonder • 
if Lisa goes to sleep at the same time every 
night.

5 T
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Outside view
➊ Complete the sentences with the correct form of the 

words in the box.

enrich    inspiration    loyal    mood    
open-minded    source    straightforward    

I was lucky in my freshman year at university 
as my roommate, Tina, was a(n) (1)  
person, always interested in new ideas. She was also 
(2)  and honest, and as a result, very 
easy to talk to. We soon became good friends, and 
when I was in a bad (3) , she always 
made me laugh. In my second year at university I 
had a hard time but Tina stayed (4)  to 
me. She’s always been a great (5)  of 
strength and (6) . It’s from her I learnt 
how much a friendship can (7)  
your life.

➋ Work in pairs and complete the sentences so they 
are true for you. 

1 As a child, most of my friends were _____.
(a) from the neighbourhood
(b) from school  

2 In high school, my friends were _____.
(a) more important than my family
(b) less important than my family

3 Now I am at university, I _____. 
(a) find it painful to leave old friends behind
(b) find I don’t miss my friends very much

4 When I first came to university, I _____.
(a) couldn’t wait to get into my room
(b) was a little bit nervous about living with 

roommates
5 I think that _____.

(a) it’s easy to make friends quickly
(b) it takes a long time to make good friends

Listening to natural English: understanding 
connected speech

When people express themselves in natural 

connected speech, they usually express themselves 

fluently and correctly. But sometimes they also speak 

without taking time to think, and make grammatical 

mistakes.

… I was born in Austria and I was grew up mostly in 

Michigan and California.

… because she values justice in the same way that I do, 

and that we’re both, um, very into educating others on 

being open-minded and with social issues.

neighbourhood /'neIb5 '

hUd/ n. 地段 ；街坊

elementary / 'elI'ment(5)ri/ school
（美国 5 至 11 岁的儿童上的）小学

enrich /In'rItS/ v. 充实

source /sO:s/ n. 来源

creative /kri'eItIv/ a. 创造性的

inspiration / '

Insp5'reISn/ n. 灵感

insight /'InsaIt/ n. 见解

rite of passage “人生新阶段”仪式

painful /'peInfl/ a. 痛苦的

freshman /'freSm5n/ n. 大学新生

Florida /'flO:rId5/ International University 佛罗里达国际大学

Danielle /d{n'jel/ 丹妮尔

New Jersey /nju:'dZÆ:zi/ 新泽西州（美国州名）

Maryland /'me5rIl{nd/ 马里兰州（美国州名）

Jason /'dZeIs(5)n/ 贾森

Kingston /'kIÎst5n/ 金斯敦（牙买加首都）

Jamaica /dZ5'meIk5/ 牙买加

Mitchell /'mItS(5)l/ 米切尔

Austria /'¡stri5/ 奥地利

Michigan /'mISIg5n/ 密歇根州（美国州名）

California / '

k{lI'fO:nj5/ 加利福尼亚州（美国州名）

Chris /krIs/ 克里斯

Orlando /O:'l{nd5U/ 奥兰多

mood /mu:d/ n. 心情，情绪

straightforward / '

streIt'fO:w5d/ a. 诚实的

justice /'dZöstIs/ n. 正义，公平

issue /'ISu:/ n. 问题

loyal /'lOI5l/ a. 忠诚的

6
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Outside view
TEACHING TIPS 教学建议
Inside view takes us inside the lives of Janet, 
Kate and Mark, but Outside view gives us a 
different way of looking at some of the same 
issues. In this first unit Outside view consists of 
a video clip about arriving new at an American 
university and making friends. A number of 
activities on the clip and the theme of friendship 
follow. 

➊ 

TEACHING STEPS 教学步骤
Tell Ss to:

Look if there are any words they already • 
know.

Look if there are any words explained in the • 
vocabulary lists.

Check if any words can be guessed (eg • open-
minded, someone has a mind which is open, 
not closed = someone is willing to accept 
new ideas and new types of people).

See if any words follow any known patterns • 
(eg students might notice enrich is similar to 
enclose, encourage, enlarge, hence, to make 
richer).

See if they can predict which part of speech • 
any words are (eg inspiration looks like a 
noun, loyal an adjective).

Use all this information and the context of • 
the sentences to fill the blanks.

Answers
(1) open-minded
(2) straightforward
(3) mood
(4) loyal
(5) source
(6) inspiration
(7) enrich

➋ 

TEACHING TIPS 教学建议
Remind Ss to use the opportunity to talk.
There was too much traffic in the roads around 
home so I didn’t play out very often and meet 
other children in the neighbourhood.

They can also add any interesting memories 
about friends. Ask some to volunteer to tell the 
class these. 

6 T
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➎ Watch Part 2 of the clip and choose the best way to 
complete the sentences.

1 Danielle Need was born in _____.
(a) New Jersey 
(b) Maryland
(c) Florida 
(d) California

2 When Danielle first came to college, _____.
(a) she felt a little bit nervous
(b) she was really excited
(c) her parents didn’t come with her
(d) she had to wait a long time to go to her room

3 Kate describes Danielle as _____.
(a) a little bit nervous 
(b) a good friend
(c) straightforward
(d) fun

4 Danielle says that _____.
(a) Kate is not very open-minded
(b) she is learning a lot from Kate
(c) they both want to work as teachers
(d) they both value justice

5 Chris says that he and Jason _____.
(a) are both loyal and honest 
(b) share the same weaknesses and strengths
(c) are both straightforward and honest
(d) are very different from each other

Developing critical thinking

➏ Work in pairs and discuss the questions.

1 Are friends as important as money and career?
2 What is the most important quality in a friend?
3 Do you need to share similar qualities and interests in 

order to be friends with someone? 
4 How easy is it to share a room with someone? 

Watching and understanding
➌ Watch the video clip and check (✓) the 

true statements according to the clip.
☐ 1 Our friendships make our lives 

better in many ways. 
☐ 2 Most college students say they make 

friends quite quickly when they start 
at university. 

☐ 3 The students in the clip all come 
from Florida.  

☐ 4 The students in the clip all felt the 
same when they started college. 

☐ 5 The students in the clip discuss their 
roommates. 

☐ 6 One pair of roommates say they 
don’t like each other. 

➍ Watch Part 1 of the clip and complete the 
sentences.

From the time we’re (1) _____________ 
we form friendships in the neighbourhood 
and in elementary school. In (2) ________ 
_________, friendships enrich our lives and 
help us through hard times. Friendships 
are a source of (3) ____________________, 
creative inspiration, insight and the joy of 
sharing. 

In the United States, (4) _____________ 
to college is a rite of passage. For many it’s
painful to leave old friends behind. Most 
college students say that their (5) _______ 
_______ of freshman year felt very lonely. 
Those who successfully made new friends 
reported that they had to (6) __________ 
it. Many said that it took as long as 
(7) _____________________ months.
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Watching and understanding
➌

Answers
The true statements are 1 and 5.

➍ 

Answers
(1) very young
(2) high school
(3) new ideas
(4) going away
(5) first few weeks
(6) work at
(7) four or five 

➎ 

Answers
1 (a) 2 (b) 3 (c) 4 (d) 5 (d) 

Developing critical thinking

TEACHING TIPS 教学建议
Now we come to the Developing critical thinking 
section. In life, sometimes, we discuss serious 
things of importance to our lives. So that is what 
we practise in this part. The video clip has given 
us many ideas about friendship and some new 
words to use when talking about it. For this first 
critical thinking exercise T may stress the need to 
see both sides of a question. So T may ask Ss in a 
pair to take opposite points of view. 

➏ 

Example answers
1	 •	 No,	the	idea	of	being	poor	but	happy	just	

doesn’t work. If you are successful and 
have money, you will have friends. Be 
careful you don’t put your friends first 
and then find they leave you alone as they 
move away to get on with their own lives. 

	 •	 You	really	cannot	compare	the	pleasure	
of an evening out with good friends, 
laughing and sharing, with owning a 

gold pen and sitting looking at it on your 
own. Life is unpredictable, but if anything 
goes wrong, you need friends. Friendship 
enriches our lives more than material goods.

2	 •	 I	think	a	friend	should	be	fun	to	be	with.	
When you are feeling dull or unhappy, 
you want a friend who looks on the bright 
side, tells jokes and makes you forget your 
troubles.

 •	 I	agree	a	lively	personality	is	very	nice	and	
good company, but I would prefer a loyal 
friend. Friendship is two-way. A fun-loving 
friend will soon tire of you if you are sad. 
The important thing is that you can trust 
each other and will support each other. 

3	 •	 Yes.	Friendship	is	about	sharing.	And	that	
includes hobbies, sports, films, books, 
computer games etc so you have a lot to 
talk about all the time. Of course, friends 
don’t need to be exactly the same, but if 
you are always serious and I am a joker, I 
will find you boring and you will find me 
silly. 

 •	 I	can	see	your	point,	but	I	think	the	best	
friendships are like the one between Chris 
and Jason. They are different so they feed 
off one another and inspire one another. If 
I am nervous, your confidence and bravery 
is good for me. But my carefulness can 
also save you from making big mistakes. 

4	 •	 It’s	usually	a	nightmare.	When	you	
share a room you use the other person’s 
belongings and this is very annoying. No 
one wants to lend their clothes, find their 
snacks eaten or see someone else using their 
computer, but it happens all the time.

 •	 It’s	a	great	opportunity	to	learn	to	be	
open-minded and friendly. Yes, both will 
use each other’s things sometimes, but 
there is nothing wrong with learning to 
share. Think positively – your roommate 
can become a friend for life. You will have 
a lot of crazy memories together.
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Listening in
Short conversations

➊ Listen to the five short conversations and choose the best 
answer to the questions.
1 (a) Almost nothing.
 (b) The main points.
 (c) Most of it.
 (d) All of it.

2 (a) She feels she has been there a long time.
 (b) She wants to go home.
 (c) She feels she has been there for a short time.
 (d) She loves it.

3 (a) The woman has a new boyfriend at college.
 (b) The woman’s boyfriend tells her about their old 

school friends.
 (c) The woman is no longer going out with her boyfriend 

from school.
 (d) The woman hasn’t heard any news about her old 

school friends.

4 (a) They are both new students.
 (b) The woman is a new student and the man is a tutor.
 (c) The woman is a tutor and the man is a new student.
 (d) They are both tutors.

5 (a) He has enough money to buy all the books he needs.
 (b) He doesn’t have enough money to buy a lot of the 

books he needs either.
 (c) He enjoys studying in the library.
 (d) He knew he would need to spend time in the library.

Short conversations

Barlow /'bA:l5U/ 巴洛

unpack /ön'p{k/ v. 从箱子（或行李等）中取出

confusing /k5n'fju:zIÎ/ a. 混乱的

intend /In'tend/ v. 计划

News report

➋ Work in pairs and answer the questions.

1 How are your university fees paid?
2 What are your main living expenses 

at university?
3 Who pays for them?  
4 Is it a good idea for the government 

to provide loans to students which they 
pay back after leaving university?
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Listening in
TEACHING TIPS 教学建议
The title of Listening in tells that this section 
consists of an audio recording and is more 
like the usual school listening comprehension 
exercises. There are three parts: Short 
conversations, News report and Conversation. 
For the first part Ss will listen to short 
conversations on the topic of a new university 
year and answer a question about each.

Ask Ss to read the possible answers so that they 
know what they are trying to listen for. Then 
T may play the recording. Ask Ss to raise their 
hand if they are not sure of their answers and if 
there are quite a few hands, T may play it again.   

Short conversations

➊

Answers
1 (b) Can be worked out by contrast. The 

woman did some reading so she 
understood the general point (was 
familiar with the topic); the man did 
not. It was over his head – the metaphor 
of the words going above him, out of 
the reach of his understanding, is not a 
strange one.

2 (a) Contrast again – the woman feels 
she has been there a very long time; 
she exaggerates and says she cannot 
remember the time before she came. The 
man feels it has been a very short time. 
There are still things in his luggage. 

3 (b) The adverb still in still going out with is 
used for an activity which continues. 
When they meet he tells her the news.

4 (c) The woman speaks first and offers help. 
She seems senior and must have been 
there longer than the man. The man is 
new to the place (still confused). The 
detail about making friends suits a new 
student more than a new teacher.

5 (b) The man agrees with the woman (I know 
what you mean = it is my experience 
too).

News report

➋

Example answers
1 My family pay the university fees.
2 Food and accommodation – also a bit on 

transport.
3 My family – I sometimes get jobs but they do 

not pay much.
4 It sounds like a good idea. It could help 

people whose parents cannot afford to give 
them much. 
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➍ Listen to the news report again and complete the 
sentences.

Thousands of students from all over (1) ______ 
______ are living on very little money during their 
first weeks at university because their loans have 
yet to come through.

This year many more students have asked to
borrow money from the government than before. As 
a result, there have been long delays in sending out
payments, and some students are saying that they
don’t have enough money for (2) ______________.

Student loans were introduced by the government 
several years ago because many parents are unable to
help their children pay for (3) _________________, 
accommodation, books and everyday needs while 
they’re at university. Many students have to work to 
earn money, and this often has a (4) __________ 
on their studies. The aim of the loans is to allow 
them to spend more time studying than working. 
Then, once the students have finished their time at 
university and (5) _______________, they have to 
pay back their loans at low bank rates over the next 
few years.

The government department in charge of 
(6) _____________ has said that they’re doing 
their best to send cheques as (7) ____________ as 
possible, and hopes that by the end of this week, 
everyone will have received their loans.

News report

loan /l5Un/ n. 贷款    
payment /'peIm5nt/ n. 付款

expense /Ik'spens/ n. 花费 
accommodation /5 '

kÁm5'deISn/ n. 住处

bank rate 银行利率

in charge (of) 管理   

Listening and understanding
➌ Listen to the news report and check (✓) five things 

you hear about student loans in Britain.

☐ 1 Students find it difficult to live on their loans 
because the loans aren’t big enough.

☐ 2 Students who have just started university this 
year are living on very little money as their 
loans haven’t come through yet.

☐ 3 More students than ever before have asked 
for student loans this year.

☐ 4 Many parents pay all the university fees and 
expenses for their children.

☐ 5 The government has provided student loans 
for several years now.

☐ 6 Very few students have to work as well as study.
☐ 7 Students are expected to pay back the loans 

over a few years after starting work.
☐ 8 Universities are doing their best to help 

students.
☐ 9 The government hopes that all students will 

have received their cheques by the end of this 
week at university.
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Listening and understanding
➌ 

Answers
The five things are 2, 3, 5, 7 and 9.

➍ 

TEACHING STEPS 教学步骤
Ask Ss to quickly look through the sentences • 
and notice the gaps.

Ask Ss to listen to the news report and • 
complete the sentences.

Go over the answers. • 

Answers
(1) the country
(2) everyday expenses
(3) food
(4) bad effect
(5) get a job
(6) universities
(7) quickly 
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Conversation

afford /5'fO:d/ v. 付得起

➐ Listen to the conversation again and choose the 
best way to complete the sentences.

1 The school the speakers are discussing _____.
(a) has never had public exams
(b) has only recently stopped having public 

exams
(c) allows students to take public exams if they 

really want to
(d) has a head teacher who doesn’t believe 

exams are good preparation for university

2 As well as examples of work, universities are 
given _____.
(a) a progress report
(b) a progress report and an attendance report
(c) a progress report, an attendance report and 

a behaviour report
(d) progress, attendance and behaviour reports, 

and a report by the students themselves

3 The information the school gives to universities 
_____.
(a) isn’t as useful as exam results
(b) isn’t regarded as very important
(c) is a record of how serious students are about 

their studies
(d) shows students are prepared for university

4 One of the speakers describes exams as _____.
(a) the best way of testing students
(b) not good for nervous students
(c) better than progress reports
(d) a memory test

Conversation

➎ Work in pairs and answer the questions.

1 Are public exams the best way of preparing 
students for university?

2 What are the disadvantages of exams?
3 Is it possible to get into university in China 

without taking public exams? If so, what do 
universities ask for?

Listening and understanding

➏ Listen to the conversation and number the 
statements in the order you hear them.

☐ So it’s a record of how serious they are about 
studying?    

☐ But how do the students still get a place at 
university?      

☐ I see. Well, not all of us could afford to go to 
private schools.   

☐ Well, they don’t have to do the usual public 
exams at the end of their time at school. 

☐ But why don’t they have to do public exams?  
☐ It says here that they collect examples of their 

work over the last few years at school, …      
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Conversation

➎ 

Example answers
1 Public exams are fair so long as no one cheats, 

but they do have a lot of disadvantages too. 
The idea of a school report and a selection 
of your work sounds good, but do the 
universities have time to look through all 
the material? There is also a worry that the 
schools might not tell the truth and the 
work might not have been really done by the 
student.

2 Public exams lead to a lot of memorization, 
which is not really the best way to learn. 
Students spend their time rushing to famous 
tutors for examination tips and techniques.  
Exams also make students very tense and 
some fall ill because of them. 

3 It is very difficult – a tiny number get in for 
special talents which they have proved in 
competitions. A very standard is needed in 
some area and evidence of that standard. 

Listening and understanding
➏ 

TEACHING STEPS 教学步骤
Ask Ss to read the sentences.• 

Ask Ss to form pairs and predict the order of • 
the sentences in the conversation.

Play the conversation and ask Ss to check • 
their prediction.

Choose several pairs to read out the • 
sentences meaningfully and in the correct 
order.

Answers
The correct order is 4-2-6-1-5-3.

➐ 

Answers
1 (d) We are not told when the policy started, 

only that the head teacher is against 
exams. 

2 (b) 
3 (c) Examples of good work, information 

on progress and record of attendance 
all show how seriously the student takes 
his / her work.

4 (d) The woman says exams are “a test of 
what you can remember on the day” = 
memory test. 
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Pronunciation 
➊ Listen and repeat.

Hertford College    
Florida International University    
New Jersey    Jamaica    Michigan    California    
Orlando    Santos    Stewart    Catherine    
Danielle    Jason    Mitchell

➋ Listen and notice how the speakers stress the 
underlined words.

Kate Hey! This is awesome! Look at the size 
of this dining hall.

Janet Is this where we have all our meals?
Kate I guess.
Mark You just arrived? 
Girls Yes!
Mark Me too. By the way, I’m Mark. Nice to 

meet you.
Kate Hi, I’m Kate.
Mark Hi Kate, I guess you’re from the States.
Kate Right! How can you tell? You’re British, 

huh?
Mark Yes, I’m from London. And you are …?
Janet I’m Li Hui. I’m from China. But you 

can call me Janet.
Mark Hi Janet. Welcome to England. What 

are you reading?
Janet English.
Mark How about you, Kate?
Kate My major is law. And you?
Mark I’m studying PPE.
Kate That’s a special Oxford subject, isn’t it?
Now read the conversation aloud. Make sure 
you stress the words correctly.

Stressed words
In English we stress the words which we 

consider to be important. We sometimes call 

them key words.

➌ Listen and notice how the speaker links the underlined 
words.

From the time we’re very young we form friendships 
in the neighbourhood and in elementary school. In high 
school, friendships enrich our lives and help us through 
hard times. Friendships are a source of new ideas, 
creative inspiration, insight and the joy of sharing. 

In the United States, going away to college is a rite of 
passage. For many it’s painful to leave old friends behind. 
Most college students say that their first few weeks of 
freshman year felt very lonely. Those who successfully 
made new friends reported that they had to work at it. 
Many said that it took as long as four or five months.
Now read the passage aloud. Make sure you link the 
underlined words correctly.

Linking sounds: consonant + vowel
In connected speech we often join a word which ends 

in a consonant with the next word if it begins with a vowel. 

Your English will sound more fluent if you can link sounds.

➍ Listen and write (↗) if the speaker’s voice rises at the end 
of a question, or (↘) if it falls.

1 Did you read about this school where no one takes 
exams, but the students still get into university?

2 How do they manage to do that?
3 But how do the students still get a place at university?
4 So it’s a record of how serious they are about 

studying?
5 But why don’t they have to do public exams?

Rising and falling intonation in questions
When we use a question word (Who, what, why, how), 

we use a falling intonation at the end of the question. 

When we ask a Yes/No question (Is it …?, are they …?), we 

usually use a rising intonation at the end of the question. 

We can also use a rising intonation to turn a statement 

into a question.

➎ Listen to the questions in Activity 4 again and read them 
aloud. Make sure you use the correct intonation.
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Pronunciation
➊ 

TEACHING STEPS 教学步骤
Remind Ss that word stress is very important • 
in English and that it is sometimes difficult 
to predict with names.

Before playing the recording, tell Ss to look • 
at the words in the book and repeat each 
word after the speaker.

Play the recording.• 

As a check, ask Ss to say some of the names. • 
One way to do this is to ask which ones are 
girls’ names (Santos, Catherine, Danielle, 
Mitchell), which ones are place names (New 
Jersey, Jamaica, Michigan, California, Orlando) 
and which ones are school names (Hertford 
College, Florida International University).

➋ 

TEACHING STEPS 教学步骤
Remind Ss that stressing different words in • 
English can often give a different meaning, 
emphasis or attitude to the content. The 
stress is usually on key words.

Play the recording.• 

➌ 

TEACHING STEPS  教学步骤
Ask Ss to practice two ways of pronouncing • 
the underlined words after listening to it 
again: first without linking and second with 
linking.

Choose some Ss to demonstrate their • 
practice to the class.

Ask Ss in pairs to practise again by linking • 
the underlined words.

➍

Answers
1 Did you read about this school where no one 

takes exams, but the students still get into 
university?↗

2 How do they manage to do that?↘
3 But how do the students still get a place at 

university?↘
4 So it’s a record of how serious they are about 

studying?↗
5 But why don’t they have to do public 

exams?↘
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FUNCTIONS
Asking about names
Can I have your family name, 
please?
What’s your first name?
Is … your real name?
And you are …?

Making introductions
No need to call me …
Everyone calls me …
Please call me …
My Chinese name is …
It’s short for …

EVERYDAY ENGLISH
There you are.
No need to call me sir.
This is awesome!
by the way
How can you tell?
And you are …?

PRONUNCIATION
Stressed words 
Linking sounds
Rising and falling 
intonation in questions

Unit task
Making a factfile about your university 

➊ Work in groups. You are going to make a factfile 
about your university. Discuss information about the 
university under different headings. Here are some 
suggestions:

location• 
history, eg age of university • 
type of university• 
number of students • 
number of departments • 
student facilities, eg sports centre, theatre• 

Add other information about the university that 
interests you.

➋ Make notes under each heading. 

➌ Work with one or two other groups and share 
information.

➍ Present your factfile to the whole class.

Unit file
UNIT TASK 

Making a factfile about 
your university

University of Bologna in Itlay is the oldest university in Europe.
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Unit task
Making a factfile about your 
university

TEACHING TIPS 教学建议
The focus is on putting into English some easily 
collected information about the students’ new 
university. 

It is important that Ss feel their work is noticed. 
This can be achieved in a number of ways: 
teacher written comments, classroom display, 
or presentation to the class. 

Usually there are too many groups for all to give 
an oral presentation, and listening to similar 
information can become dull so T may wish to 
nominate two or three groups for each unit so 
that all will have had performed by the end of 
the course. 

Rather than simply read out information, 
students might explain the process of gathering 
the information, discuss their reasons for 
selecting the facts they did and comment on 
what they find most remarkable about the 
institution.

Example answer
Factfile on my university
History

 The university was set up and took in its first 
students in 1991. 
Location

 The university campus is a hillside overlooking 
the sea. It is situated on the northeast side of the 
city about 30 minutes’ drive from the city centre.
Number of students

 There are about 6,000 undergraduate and 3,500 
post-graduate students.
Subjects

 The university offers a few pure science courses 
and a lot of engineering ones. There is also a 
large and well-known Business School with the 
usual courses in accounting, economics, finance, 
marketing and management.  

Accommodation
 This is limited and most local students have only 

one year in student hostels.
Sports facilities

 Outdoor facilities include a football pitch, a 
running track, tennis courts, and a basketball 
court. The Sports Complex houses a large air-
conditioned sports hall for a number of games. 
There are also squash courts and exercise gyms.
Student clubs

 As well as the full range of academic clubs there 
are a number of special societies (for example, a 
Chinese orchestra, choir, campus radio and clubs 
for debating, drama, dance, film, magic and 
photography). 
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