
Leisure Activities1
Preparation

Part One

1 Our Leisure Activities

STEP ONE

Work in groups to make a list of a) the things you

do for fun in your leisure time; b) the things your

parents do for fun in their leisure time.

STEP TWO

From the activities listed above, choose the most active, and the most passive activities. Then

decide on the three most popular leisure activities in China irrespective of age.

Leisure Activities

Most Active

Activities

Most Passive

Activities

Most Popular

Activities

1) ______________________ , 2) _______________________,

3) ______________________.

Age Group

College Students

Our Parents
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Laughter
Directions: Laughter is a great medicine. Almost all of us like jokes, appreciate humor, enjoy talk

shows, cross-talk (��) or sketches (�� !). Now work in groups to discuss why

cross-talk is popular in China.

Words and Phrases That You May Use:

humorous language      quick wits      funny gestures      irony (��)

resonate (��) with the audience      tease (��)      presentation skills

My Favorite Film
Directions: Work in groups to talk about your favorite film and explain why you like it so much.

Recognizing Puns EEEEE�� �� �� �� �� FFFFF
Directions: Read the following sentences and find out the humor.

1. Don’t expect to eat something fancy when you’re flying because it’s plane food.

2. If you get sick at the airport it could be a terminal illness.

3. To write with a broken pencil is pointless.

4. Math teachers have lots of problems.

5. A small boy went to the counter to pay for his lunch but he was a little short.

6. A small boy swallowed some coins and was taken to a hospital. When his grandmother tele-

phoned to ask how he was a nurse said “No change yet.”

7. A boy saving up for a car has a lot of driving ambition.

8. My mother is a bored member of the new private school.
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In-Class Reading

re-Readings

Directions: Discuss the following questions in groups.

1) Do you enjoy jokes? Why or why not?

2) Do you think humor is an important quality for a person or a key to getting along with others?

Explain your answer.

assage Reading

Entertaining Humor—What’s Funny?
Donald M. Huffman1

Reading-Centered Activities

PPPPPPPPPP

PPPPPPPPPP

1 The joy of laughing at a funny story is universal,

probably as old as language itself. But, what is it that

makes a story or a joke funny?

2 As one who has enjoyed humor since I first rec-

ognized it, I’ve made an attempt to explain and dis-

cuss humor with students in such diverse cultures as

Latin America and China. I’ve done some serious

thinking about funny stories. It has been a labor of

love2!

3 Why is it that several students in a class will fall

out of their chairs laughing after I tell a joke while

the rest of the students look as if I’ve just read the weather report?3 Obviously

5
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some people are more sensitive to humor than others. And, we recognize that some

people tell jokes very well while others struggle to say something funny. We’ve all

heard people say, “I like jokes, but I can’t tell one well, and I can never remember

them.” Some people have a better sense of humor than others just as some people

have more musical talent, mathematical talent, etc. than others. A truly funny per-

son has a joke for every occasion, and when one is told, that triggers an entire

string of jokes from that person’s memory bank.4 A humorless person is not likely

to be the most popular person in a group. It is reasonable to say that the truly

humorous individual is not only well liked, but is often the focus of attention in

any gathering.

4 Even some animals have a sense of humor. My wife’s mother often visited us

for extended stays5. She normally didn’t like dogs, but she fell in love with Blitzen�

a female Lab6 we had, and the relationship was mutual. Even when young, Blitzen

would tease Grandma by very selectively carrying one of her bedroom slippers

into the living room where Grandma sat in her favorite, comfortable chair. Blitzen

pranced just beyond the reach of Grandma until Grandma was tempted to leave

her chair to get the slipper from Blitzen. When Grandma left her chair, Blitzen

would quickly jump into the chair, flashing her Lab smile from sparkling brown

eyes which clearly said, “Aha, I fooled you again.”

5 Typical jokes or humorous stories have a three-part anatomy that is easily

recognized. First is the SETUP (or setting), next is the BODY (or story line), and

these are followed by the PUNCH LINE7 (an unexpected or surprise ending) which

will make the joke funny if it contains some humor. Usually all three parts are

present, and each must be clearly presented8. It helps if the story/joke teller uses

gestures and language which are well known to the audience.

6 Humor, as a form of entertainment, can be analyzed in order to discover what

makes a funny story or joke seem funny. Here, for example, are some of the most

common types of humor. They range from the most obvious humor to the more

subtle types.

7 “SLAP-STICK” is the most obvious humor. Its language is simple, direct, and

often makes fun of another person or group. Slap-stick was and is the technique of

the stand-up comedian9 and the clown. It appeals to all ages and all cultures. Nearly

every English-speaking comedian in this century has used the following joke in

one form or another. One man asks another, “Who was that lady I saw you with

last night?” The other replies, “That was no lady, that was my wife.” The humor

lies in the fact that the second man is saying that his wife is not a lady. In other

words, she is not a refined woman. The joke is no less funny because it is so often

used. The audience knows in advance what will be said, because it is classic humor,

and any audience values it even more because of its familiarity.
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8 Chinese “cross-talk” is a special type of slap-stick in which two Chinese co-

medians humorously discuss topics such as bureaucrats, family problems, or other

personal topics. Cross-talk can be heard anywhere from small village stages to the

largest Beijing theatres, and to radio and television. It is clearly a traditional form

of humor well understood by Chinese people.

9 A PLAY ON WORDS is not so obvious as slap-stick, but it is funny because of

misused or misunderstood language. My favorite example is the story of three

elderly gentlemen traveling by train in England. As the train slowed for a stop the

first man asked, “Is this Wembley?” “No,” said the second, “It’s Thursday.” “So

am I,” said the third man. “Let’s stop for a beer.” We know that older people often

do not hear things clearly, so the misunderstanding of both Wednesday (for

Wembley) and thirsty (for Thursday) makes a nice setup for the punch line deliv-

ered by the third man.

10 The famous Chinese cartoonist and humorist Ding Cong is a master of word

play. In one of his funny cartoons, a teacher says, “How come10 you completely

copied somebody else’s homework?” The young student replies, “I didn’t com-

pletely copy it. My name on the page is different.” In another classic Ding Cong

cartoon, an irritated father asks, “Tell me, what’s one plus two?” The son says, “I

don’t know.” The impatient father then says, “For example, you, your mother, and

I altogether are how many, you idiot?” The son proudly answers, “Three idiots.”

Whether these stories are cartoons or jokes, told by a slap-stick comedian or a

cross-talking team, they appeal to people everywhere as funny stories because

they have a note11 of reality to them, and the unexpected punch line is quite funny.

11 PUNS are even more subtle forms of word play. They use the technique of

similar sounding words or alternative meanings of the same word. Puns are thought

by some critics to be the lowest form of humor, but I disagree with this. Puns

require more subtle and sophisticated language skills than most humor forms, but

even the very young can use them in their simpler forms. For example, the “riddle”

or trick question often uses a pun in the setup, the story line, or, more often, the

punch line. Puns are the first type of humor I learned, and at about 5 years of age I

remember hearing the following riddle. One person asks, “What is black and white

and red all over?” The other person usually cannot answer the riddle, so says, “I

give up. What is the answer?” The riddler replies, “A newspaper.” This is the

obvious answer if one knows that “red” is pronounced the same as “read” in English,

but the meanings are clearly different.

12 DOUBLE ENTENDRES (French for double meanings) are special variations

of puns in which words or phrases have double meanings. Frequently the two

meanings are very different, and one is quite proper while the second is often, but

not always, vulgar. I like the somewhat mild story of a school teacher and a principal
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of a high school who are concerned because some boys and girls have been seen

kissing on the school playground. The teacher says to the students, “The principal

and I have decided to stop kissing on the school playground.” Hearing some laughter,

she senses her message was not altogether clear, so she adds, “What I mean to say

is that there will be no more kissing going on under our noses12.” This clarification,

of course, does nothing to correct the first statement and the double meaning of the

joke becomes even more laughable.

13 Some professional humorists think too much of today’s humor is not very

intelligent or sophisticated. They dislike the suggestive or vulgar language used

too frequently, and they feel that most humorists are not very creative. It is true

that some of today’s humor is rather shocking, but I don’t think humor is to be

blamed for that. Humor is alive and well, and it will persist simply because there

are funny things happening every day. Some humorous people see and hear these

funny things and are able to make them into funny, entertaining jokes and stories.

(1,346 words)

95

100

Proper Names

Blitzen  �� !"#$%&'

Wembley ��� !"#

New Words

=Time taken:                       minutes

#aha  interj. used to express satisfaction,

triumph, or surprise ��

e.g. I) Aha! So you planned all this, didn’t

you?

II) Aha, now I’ve got you�you can’t escape.
#anatomy  n.

1) the structure of an organization, process,

etc. or the way it works ��

e.g. I) This was a troubling essay on the

anatomy of nationhood.

II) The Anatomy of a Murder was a best

selling book in the U.S.

2) the science dealing with the structure of

animals or plants �� 

e.g. I) An understanding of human anatomy is

important to a dancer.

II) Knowledge of human anatomy is essen-

tial to figure drawing.
�bureaucrat  n. an official who

works by fixed routine without exercising intel-

ligent judgment �� !"

e.g. I) Endless paper-work was dished out (�

�) by those bureaucrats.

II) But taking power from the politicians,

businessmen and bureaucrats does not

of itself make power disappear.

cartoon  n.

1) a drawing symbolizing or satirizing some
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action, subject or person ��, �� 

e.g. I) The newspaper has a large section of

cartoons.

II) One of Britain’s best-loved cartoon

characters, Rupert the Bear, celebrates

his seventieth birthday today.

2) a film in which all characters and scenes are

drawn rather than being real people or ob-

jects �� 

e.g. I) Many children’s movies are cartoons.

II) On her T-shirt was a picture of Mickey

Mouse, the famous cartoon character.

cartoonist  n. a person who draws

cartoons �� 

e.g. I) He now is a consultant, while continuing

as a cartoonist.

II) The famous cartoonist’s works were

published in almost every newspaper.

clarification  n. added infor-

mation to make something easier to understand

��

e.g. I) We are seeking clarification from the

judge.

II) The newspaper printed clarifications of

the incorrect statements.
�clown  n. a performer in a circus who

wears funny clothes and bright make-up, and

does silly things in order to make people laugh

��, ��

e.g. I) I used to like the clowns best at the

circus.

II) He’s required to play the part of the

clown.

comedian  n. someone whose job

is to tell jokes and make people laugh �� !

e.g. I) Bill wanted to be a comedian, but he

wasn’t funny.

II) The English comedian, Charlie Chaplin,

made a hit as the little tramp.

cross-talk   n .  w i t ty ,  r ap id

dialogue, e.g. between two comedians ��

e.g. I) We enjoyed the cross-talk performance

in Beijing.

II) There is usually cross-talk on the spe-

cial New Year’s TV program in China.
#double  entendre   n .

(French) a word or phrase that may be under-

stood in two different ways �� 

e.g. I) He has a fondness for outrageous double

entendre.

II) Those who are slow can have a moment

to reflect and catch the subtleties of any

double entendre.

entertaining  adj. amusing ��

�, �� !"

e.g. I) Children’s TV nowadays is much more

entertaining.

II) His books aren’t particularly well-

written, but they’re always entertaining.

familiarity  n. good knowledge

of something ��

e.g. I) In fact, his familiarity with American

history is pretty limited.

II) Applicants should demonstrate a famil-

iarity with housing law.

gathering  n. a group of people

meeting together for a particular purpose ��

e.g. I) Easter is one of the best times for a fam-

ily gathering.

II) There will be a gathering of world lead-

ers in Vienna next month.

grandma  n. (informal) grand-

mother�� !"

e.g. I) Grandma was from Scotland.

II) You and your grandma can sit in the front

seat of the car.



New College English 4

8

humorist  n. a person with an

active sense of humor, especially one who uses

humor skillfully, as in writing or talking ��

�� !, �� !"#

e.g. I) Lake Woebegon Days is a book by the

American humorist Garrison Keillor.

II) Later, when other humorists stepped

into her territory, she remained the fun-

niest and dearest of them all.

humorless  adj. (BrE humourless)

too serious and not able to laugh at things that

other people think are amusing �� !"#

e.g. I) He was a straight-faced, humorless

character.

II) She struggled through the dense, humor-

less prose.

humorous  adj. amusing; funny

�� 

e.g. I) I think Woody Allen is very humorous.

II) Bill is a humorous guy and tells jokes

well.
�idiot  n. a very foolish person �� 

��

e.g. I) I knew I’d been an idiot to stay there.

II) Anyone who crosses the street without

checking for traffic is an idiot.
�irritated  adj. feeling annoyed and

impatient about something �� 

e.g. I) I was beginning to get irritated at the

long delay.

II) Not surprisingly, her teacher is getting

irritated with her.

laughable  adj. so stupid as to be

funny and not worth serious consideration ��

�� 

e.g. I) The promises are so far from reality that

they are laughable.

II) The idea that TV shows like “Dallas”

or “Dynasty” represent typical Ameri-

can life is laughable.

laughter  n. the act of laughing or

sound of people laughing ��� 

e.g. I) Their laughter filled the corridor.

II) He looked shocked, then burst into

laughter.

misuse  v. use something incorrectly

or improperly �� !�

e.g. I) It’s a word that is often misused.

II) Even harmless drugs can be misused.

n. the use of something in the wrong way or for

the wrong purpose �� !�

e.g. I) It was a clear misuse of the word.

II) The effectiveness of this class of drug

has, however, led to its misuse.

mutual  adj.

1) feeling the same emotion, or doing the same

thing to or for each other �� !"# 

e.g. I) It’s plain that he adores his daughter, and

the feeling is mutual.

II) Despite differences in background and

outlook, their partnership was based on

mutual respect, trust and understanding.

2) belonging to or true of two or more people

�� !�" 

e.g. I) We found we have a mutual interest in

mountaineering (��).

II) We were introduced by a mutual friend

who felt that we might like to go out

together.
#prance  v. walk or move in a spirited

manner; dance about �� !"#$�

e.g. I) He made a fool of himself, prancing

around on stage like that.

II) I wish your children would settle down

and stop prancing about.

principal  n. someone in charge of



9

Unit 1

a school or college ��

e.g. I) Donald King is the principal of

Dartmouth High School.

II) If you talk any more in class, I’m send-

ing you off to see the principal.

adj. first in order of importance �� !, ��

�

e.g. I) The salary is good, but that is not the

principal reason I accepted the job.

II) The principal aim of this project is to

provide an answer to this question.
#pun  n. an amusing use of a word or

phrase that has two meanings, or of words with

the same sound but different meanings �� 

�� !"#$%&#$'()

e.g. I) “Pardon the pun, but we were all in the

same boat,” said Navy lieutenant Green.

II) This is a humorous pun, or play on

words: Seven days without water makes

one weak (week).
�riddle  n.

1) a difficult and often amusing question to

which one must guess the answer �� !

e.g. I) Are you good at solving riddles?

II) See if you can solve this riddle.

2) someone or something that is mysterious or

confusing �� !"#$

e.g. I) No one could provide an answer to the

riddle of Elise’s death.

II) Scientists claimed yesterday to have

solved the riddle of the birth of the

universe.
�riddler  n. a person who tells riddles

�� !"#$

e.g. I) In some children’s games, one person

is the riddler and the others must an-

swer the  questions.

II) The riddler gave his riddles to the

listeners and asked them to solve the

riddles and tell him what the riddles

meant.

selectively  adv. in a selective man-

ner �� !

e.g. I) Within the project, trees are selectively

cut on a 25-year rotation.

II) Critics argue that the drug laws have

been selectively enforced (��).

setting  n.

1) a particular place or type of surroundings

where something is located or takes place

��, ��, ��

e.g. I) Rome is the perfect setting for romance.

II) The film 2001 has a spaceship as its

setting.

2) one of the positions to which the controls of

a device such as a cooker or heater can be

adjusted (�� !") �� !"#$

��

e.g. I) To save energy, lower the thermostat

setting at night.

II) My hairdryer has three settings�high,

medium and low.

setup  n.

1) an arrangement necessary for a specific

activity or purpose�� !"#$%&

�� !"#$%

e.g. I) This is particularly true of the setup

operation.

II) The IT department will assist you with

installation and setup.

2) the way in which something is organized,

planned or arranged�� !"#$%&

�� !

e.g. I) He’s new to the office and doesn’t know

the setup yet.

II) I gradually got rather disillusioned with
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the whole setup of the university.

slap-stick  n. humorous acting in

which the performers pretend to hit or slap one

another using a device made of two pieces of

wood to make a sound like a loud slap �� 

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0

e.g. I) I don’t think slap-stick is funny.

II) There’s a lot of slap-stick in the Marx

brothers’ films.
�sparkling  adj. shining brightly

with points of flashing light ��� !

e.g. I) They looked down to the sea sparkling

in the sun.

II) They have the same sparkling eyes and

the same fresh beautiful face.

string  n.

1) a series of similar events that happen one

after another �� !�"#

e.g. I) The incident was the latest in a string of

attacks.

II) He had a string of top twenty hits dur-

ing the eighties.

2) a thin wire or cord used on a musical instru-

ment or a strong thin cord used for fastening

and tying things �� 

e.g. I) He went off to change a guitar string.

II) Do you think it will be okay to hang this

picture on the wall with a piece of

string?

3) a number of objects that form a line �� 

��

e.g. I) A string of cars traveled up the narrow

mountain road.

II) She was wearing a linen suit and a string

of pearls.

suggestive  adj. seeming to sug-

gest something sexual or indecent �� !"

�� !"�

e.g. I) He kept giving me suggestive looks.

II) He’s always making sexually sugges-

tive jokes.
�tease  v.

1) laugh at� joke about or intentionally an-

noy �� !"

e.g. I) �You must be expecting a young man,�

she teased.

II) I used to hate being teased about my red

hair when I was at school.

2) pretend to offer you something that you

want, especially sex, but then not give it to

you ��

e.g. I) Mary teased Bill for weeks and then

started dating Tom.

II) I thought she was teasing, playing the

innocent, but looking back, I’m not so

sure.
�tempt  v.

1) try to persuade someone to do something by

making it seem attractive �� �!""

�� 

e.g. I) The shop windows were lit invitingly,

tempting the late shoppers.

II) They tempted him to join the company

by offering him a large salary and a com-

pany car.

2) make someone want to have or do something,

even though they know they really should

not �����

e.g. I) Nothing could tempt me to take such a

step.

II) Don’t let credit tempt you to buy some-

thing you can’t afford.

universal  adj.

1) relating to everyone in the world or every-

one in a particular group or society ��

�� �� 
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Phrases and Expressions

e.g. I) The desire to look attractive is universal.

II) The new reforms have not met with uni-

versal approval within the government.

2) true or suitable in every situation �� 

e.g. I) These days a credit card has universal

application.

II) He was about to learn a universal truth

of professional journalism.
�vulgar  adj.

1) indecent; rude; obscene �� !"# 

e.g. I) She was criticized for telling vulgar

jokes.

II) The film was tasteless, vulgar and even

badly shot.

2) of or relating to the common people ��

�� !�

e.g. I) Pig is a vulgar term for “swine”.

II) Spanish, French and Italian were at first

considered vulgar forms of Latin.

beyond the reach of somebody    in a place

somebody cannot reach by stretching his arm

and hand �� !"#$%&'(

e.g. I) Keep chemicals beyond the reach of

children.

II) The book is beyond my reach. Would

you please pass it to me?

fall in love with somebody    begin to love

someone �� !"#

e.g. I) I think I’m falling in love with your

brother.

II) Why do we fall in love with one person

rather than another?

flash a smile    smile at someone quickly and for

a short time �� !

e.g. I) She flashed a sudden smile at him.

II) Meg flashed Cissie a grateful smile.

make an attempt to do something    try to do

something ��  !"#  

e.g. I) She made a few half-hearted attempts

to join in their conversation.

II) The climbers will make another attempt

to reach the summit today.

Notes

1. Dr Donald M. Huffman, author of this essay, is Professor Emeritus of Biology, Central College,

Pella, Iowa, the United States. He has a BS in History, MS and PhD in Biology, and was a Post-

PhD Visiting Scholar in Mycology at Columbia University. He is author of many publications

and books, has served on the editorial staff of several biological publications, and has taught

scientific writing to undergraduates in China for many years.

2. “A labor of love” means something that is hard work but that you do because you want to (�

�� !"#$%&).

e.g. I)   For Mavis and her team of volunteers furniture removal is a labor of love.
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II) Compiling such a list was a labor of love�too pleasurable an activity to pursue in

office hours.

3. “Why is it that several students in a class will fall out of their chairs laughing after I tell a joke

while the rest of the students look as if I’ve just read the weather report? ”

��laughing after I tell a joke�� !several students�� !"#$%&'(#)*

�� �!"#$%&'()*+,-./0'123)456+7,89'123:

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./

4. “... when one is told, that triggers an entire string of jokes from that person’s memory bank.”

Here “one” means one joke, and “that” refers to “one”. This sentence means “when one joke is

told, the joke starts a series of jokes that person has in his mind ”(�� !"#$!"%&

�� !"#$%&'()*).

5. Here “extended stays” means longer stays.

6. “Lab” here is the abbreviation or shortened form of Labrador retriever (��� !").

7. The expression “punch line” means the last few words of a joke or story that make it funny or

surprising (�� !" #$%&'()�).

8. In this sentence, the “present” in the first part is an adjective, meaning “being there”; the

second “present” is a verb, meaning “describe in a particular way”.

1) Used as an adjective meaning “being there”:

e.g. I)  The President was not present at the meeting.

II) Among those present at the ceremony were Michael Sandel and Carolyn Ewing.

2) Used as a verb meaning “describe in a particular way”:

  e.g. I)  We’ll present the information using a chart.

II) The government has presented these changes as major reforms.

9. The “stand-up comedian” refers to a comedian who performs alone, standing and talking to the

audience (�� !"#$%&'(�)*+,-./0123-.).

10. The informal expression “how come” is used to ask why something has happened or been said,

especially when you are surprised with it (�� !"#$�).

e.g. I)  How come you didn’t come to the party?

II) How come David’s home? Isn’t he feeling well?

11. The word “note” here means a stated quality, feeling, or atmosphere (�� !" #$) .

e.g. I)  There was a note of anger in her voice.

II) He brought a note of realism into the debate.

12. The phrase “under our noses” has two meanings here. Literally, it means “on a spot under the

nose”. Figuratively, “under someone’s nose” means “right in front of someone; quite openly”

(�� !"#$%&'). So the school teacher’s explanation doesn’t clarify what she said

at the beginning. What she said at the beginning sounds as if she and the principal wouldn’t

kiss any more on the school playground and that was their decision.
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ost-Reading

Reading Comprehension

1.  Understanding the Organization of the Text

Directions: Work in pairs to fill in the following table with the information you get from the

passage.

PPPPPPPPPP

2.  Understanding Specific Information

Directions: Work in pairs to find the best answer according to the passage you have just read.

1) When hearing the same joke, _______________________.

A. all the listeners laugh B. different people have different reactions

C. most people regard it as the weather report D. some listeners fall out of their chairs

2) A humorous person _______________________.

A. doesn’t have a joke for every occasion B. always pays attention to other people

C. is not always funny D. is well liked by other people

3) The dog took the slipper into the living room because _____________________.

A. she knew Grandma didn’t like dogs B. she didn’t like Grandma

C. she wanted to play a trick on Grandma D. Grandma was a stranger

4) The word “typical” in Paragraph 5 implies that ________________________.

A. most jokes or humorous stories have three parts

B. every joke or humorous story has three parts

C. a joke or humorous story that has three parts is a real joke or humorous story

D. a common joke or humorous story is the most recognizable

5) “The joke is no less funny because it is so often used” means the joke _______________.

A. becomes less funny because it is often used

B. is not often used because it is not very funny

C. is funny even if it is often used

Para. 1-3 Humor is _____________, but people’s sense of humor __________.

Para. 4 Even ________ have a sense of humor. The author’s ______ is a good example.

Para. 5 The typical three parts of a joke: 1)________________, 2) _____________ ,

3) __________________.

Para. 6-12 Different forms of humor: 1) _______________, 2) ______________,

3) _______________, 4) ____________ and double entendres.

Para. 13 Humor will ______________even though some professional humorists think

today’s humor is not very ______________ or ______________.
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D. is often used because it is funny

6) In the story of “three elderly gentlemen”, the punch line is _______________.

A. “Let’s stop for a beer.” B. “Is this Wembley?”

C. “It’s Thursday.” D. “So am I.”

7) The author cites Ding Cong’s cartoons mainly to _________________.

A. illustrate what “a play on words” is

B. show Ding Cong is the greatest master of word play

C. entertain the reader

D. show how words play

8) According to the author, a pun is _________________.

A. the least sophisticated form of humor

B. too subtle to be understood by children

C. difficult to understand because of the sophisticated language

D. subtle but its simple forms are within children’s reach

9) The school teacher intends to mean that “the principal and I have decided _______________”.

A. not to kiss any more on the school playground

B. that the pupils should stop kissing on the school playground

C. to be kissed on the school playground

D. not to see anyone kissing on the playground

10) We can conclude from the article that the author____________________.

A. thinks humor has become vulgar B. values humor highly

C. doesn’t like some professional humorists D. thinks most humorists are not creative

3.  Explaining the Difference

Directions: Work in groups to answer the question. Then share your ideas with other groups in

the class.

Why do you think that some people fall out of their chairs while the rest look as if the

author has just read the weather report?

4.  Analyzing Jokes

Directions: Work in groups to analyze the following two jokes according to the three-part

anatomy mentioned in the text. Present your analysis to the class and see if there’s

another way of doing this. Give your reasons when necessary.

JOKE ONE

One day a visitor from the city came to a small rural area to drive around on the country roads,

see how the farms looked, and perhaps to see how farmers earned a living. The city man saw a

farmer in his yard, holding a pig up in his hands, and lifting it so that the pig could eat apples from

an apple tree. The city man said to the farmer, “I see that your pig likes apples, but isn’t that quite
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a waste of time?”

The farmer replied, “What’s time to a pig?”

JOKE TWO

One absent-minded professor approached the edge of a wide river, and far across on the other

side he saw another absent-minded professor. The first man called out loudly, “Hello! How do I

get to the other side of the river?”

The second man on the far side of the river shouted back, “Hello! You are already on the other

side of the river.”

5.  Making Your Comments

Directions: Do you agree with the following statement? Why or why not?

People will let you insult them if you make them laugh.

Examples:

Laughter is the best medicine.

People need laughter sometimes to get out of an embarrassing situation.

Life will be boring without laughter.

I like laughter but I don’t want to be laughed at.

Making fun of people sometimes leads to insults.

Vocabulary

1.  Directions: Choose the right word from the following groups of words to fill in each blank.

Change the form if necessary. Some of the words can be used twice.

1) entertain  entertaining  entertainment   entertainer
  A. I couldn’t put down the __________________ novel.

  B. The bride’s parents arranged for the ____________________ at the reception.

  C. We ___________________ a group of exchange students from Japan.

  D. John has wanted to be an ____________________ ever since he was young.

2) recognize  recognizable  recognition
  A. Bill is ________________ from the many movies he has appeared in.

  B. I _________________ the man who tried to mug me.

  C. The witness’s __________________ of David led to his arrest.

3) tempt  temptation  tempting
  A. The display of fresh fruit looked _________________ .

  B. Tom had to struggle against the _________________ to spend more money than he earned.

  C. I tried to _______________ my coworker to leave work early.
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4) reason (v. & n.)  reasonable  reasoning (n.)
  A. The student __________________ thoughtfully before answering the question.

  B. My English teacher showed me why my __________________ was faulty.

  C. Bill gave a __________________ excuse for his lateness.

  D. Let me give you one ________________ why the work of these researchers is so vital.

5) analyze  analysis  analytical  analyst
  A. The lab technician ________________ the blood samples.

  B. The ________________ methods of the investigator revealed the identity of the murderer.

  C. The market __________________ was fired because he didn’t foresee the drop in stock

prices.

  D. The initial ___________________ is more important than any subsequent examination.

6) value (n. & v.)  valuable  valuation
  A. Max learned a ______________ lesson from his costly mistake at work.

  B. The jewelry _________________ revealed my diamond to be a fake.

  C. John _______________ the companionship of his trusty dog.

  D. The show had poor entertainment ________________ for children.

7) humor  humorous  humorless   humorist
  A. The book was written by the American _____________ Garrison Keillor.

  B. I have a good sense of ______________ and I like to use it to make people laugh.

  C. The ______________ story drew a roar of laughter from the crowd.

  D. She struggled through the difficult and _______________ article.

8) understand  understanding (n. & adj.)  misunderstand  understandable
  A. It’s ________________ that Mary was promoted because she works so hard.

  B. The two former enemies reached an __________________ and shook hands.

  C. I _________________ your concern about the situation.

  D. I _________________ you because you didn’t speak loudly enough.

2.  Directions: Work in pairs to translate the following phrases into English using the word “sense”.

For example, ��  a sense of humor.

3.  Directions: Complete the following sentences with the information given in Chinese in the

brackets. Check the answers with your neighbor.

1) ____________________________ for a four-year-old child. (�� !"#$% )

1�� !   2�� !

3�� !   4�� !

5�� !   6�� !

7�� !   8�� !

9�� ! 10�� !
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2) ____________________________ John, but he can’t afford one. (�� !"#$$%

�� )

3) Dave required a lot of time to study the _____________________. (��� !"#)

4) _________________________________________, and she explained the project to me

again. (�� �!"#$�%&'()

5) Photographic film is very ____________________. (�� !")

6) ________________________ can be a great help, especially in the early days. (�� !)

7) Jimmy cried when people _______________________. (�� !")

8) John won’t give up. He ______________________________________ . (�� !"#)

9) Ted always wants ________________________________________. (�� !"#$)

10) Is it cheaper if ________________________? (�� !"#)

4.  Directions: Read the following joke and fill in the blanks. Check the answers with your neighbor.

A couple had two little boys, eight and ten years of age, who were excessively mischievous.

The two were always getting into trouble and their parents could be 1) _________(��) that

if any mischief occurred in their town, their two young sons were 2) _________(��) in some

capacity. The parents were at their wit’s 3) _________(��) as to what to do about their sons’

4) ________(��).

The parents heard that a clergyman in town had been successful in 5) _________(��)

children, so they contacted him, and he 6) ________(��) to give it his best shot. He asked to

see the boys 7) ________(�� ), so the eight-year-old was sent to meet with him 8) _______

(�). The clergyman sat the boy down and asked him sternly, “Where is God?”

The boy made no 9) ________(��), so the clergyman repeated the 10) _________(��)

in an even sterner tone, “Where is God?”

Again the boy made no 11) ________(��)  to  answer, so the clergyman raised his

12) _______(��) even more and shook his finger in the boy’s face, “WHERE IS GOD?”

At that, the boy bolted from the room, ran 13) _______(��) home, and slammed himself

in his closet. His older brother 14) ________(��) him into the closet and said, “What

happened?”

The younger brother replied, “We are in BIG 15) ________(��) this time. God is miss-

ing and they think we did it!”
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Fatal Attraction1

Simon Brett

1 The “Queen” of British murder mystery writing is, without doubt, Agatha

Christie. Although the writer herself died over 20 years ago, her 78 “Whodunit”

novels continue to sell in huge numbers. They have been translated into more than

a hundred languages and they have sold over two billion copies.

2 The appeal of Agatha Christie’s books, both in Britain and abroad, is not hard

to understand. Each book is cleverly constructed. She uses characters that are eas-

ily recognizable and her plots develop almost like clockwork. But most importantly,

all her stories set a puzzle for the reader.

3 Nearly all of Christie’s books start with a murder, forcing the reader to ask the

question, “whodunit?”, and all of them end with a solution. The fun for the reader

is in following the clues hidden in the story and trying to reach the correct solution

before the author reveals it. This formula appeals to the strongest of human instincts

�curiosity�and  its popularity shows no sign of going away1.

4 Many of the mysteries are solved by

one of Christie’s regular investigators,

like the very confident Belgian, Hercule

Poirot, or the apparently harmless little

old lady, Miss Marple. She also created a

special setting for her stories which has

become as familiar as some of her

characters. It is England between the two

World Wars, where close-knit communi-

ties live in quiet villages or rich city folk

assemble for weekends at grand country houses.

5 This world is ruled by a rigid social hierarchy. The owners of the country

houses, probably members of the aristocracy, are at the top, then there are the

professional classes: doctors, lawyers and businessmen. At the bottom are the com-

mon people, who normally appear in the books as servants, cooks and gardeners.

PPPPPPPPPP
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When a murder is committed, there’s no shortage of suspects to be investigated.

6 Agatha Christie’s world is not quite a real world, which is one of the reasons

why her books have not become dated. This is a world which is safe and predict-

able until a murder shatters people’s lives. The crime must be solved so that the

murderer can be arrested, but also, so that calm can be restored.2

7 During most of Agatha Christie’s life, England had the death penalty for murder.

So, once the crime in her books is solved and the murderer identified, that is the

end for him or her. There are no loose ends and the reader can sleep peacefully in

his or her bed.

8 In the real world, of course, things don’t happen quite like that. Criminals go

unpunished, people are wrongly convicted and there are miscarriages of justice. In

short, the real world is not a safe place. It is for this reason that so many readers

like to bury their heads in3 an old-fashioned detective story with a safe and predict-

able ending.

9 The kind of whodunit Agatha Christie wrote is certainly old-fashioned. Few

contemporary crime writers are producing this kind of book. The modern crime

novel is more morally and psychologically complex, often adding to “whodunit?”

another question: “whydunit?”. Modern writers are more interested in understand-

ing the criminal’s mind and what drives a person to kill. They explore a world of

crime that is much darker than anything imagined by Agatha Christie. Instead of

being comforting, most contemporary crime novels unsettle their readers.

10 But Britain’s affection for what the Americans call the “cosy” school of crime

fiction has not died.4 Murder is still considered to be entertainment and the television

schedules are full of detective dramas which end with a murderer safely under arrest.

11 Another sign of how popular whodunits have become are “Murder Mystery

Weekends”, offered by hotels. Guests take on the characters of classic whodunit

suspects and spend a weekend trying to find out who among them is the “murderer”.

Or there are murder dinner parties, at which groups of friends get together to solve

a crime over the dinner table, using specially prepared information about their

character and their whereabouts. If murder with your meal doesn’t appeal, there

are a range of popular board games and computer games to test your powers of

detection.

12 But for some people it can become an obsession. Letters still get sent to “221b

Baker Street, London5”, home of Sherlock Holmes, perhaps the most famous fic-

tional detective of all, asking for his help in solving a variety of mysteries. So

many letters arrive for the great detective, that the company which now occupies

that address employs someone with the special job of answering them.

13 So long as human beings remain curious, there seems no doubt that the

whodunit, in all its various forms, will continue to exert its fatal attraction.
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Proper Names

Belgian n. �� !

Hercule  Poirot ��� !"#$%&'()*+%,-./0

�� !"#$%&'()*

Miss Marple ��� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123

�� !"#$%&'

Sherlock  Holmes ��� !"#$% �� !"#$%&Sir Arthur

Conan Doyle  �� !"#$%&'()*+

New Words

�aristocracy  n. a class of

people in some countries who have a high so-

cial rank and special titles such as “duke” or

“countess” ��

e.g. I)   Daughters of rich merchants would of-

ten marry into the aristocracy.

II) The nation’s elite sends its children to

boarding schools in the tradition of the

British aristocracy.

arrest  v. seize someone with the au-

thority of the law �� !"

e.g. I) He was arrested when customs officers

found drugs in his bag.

II) The chief ordered his officers to arrest

the suspect for possession of explosives.

n. the act or an example of arresting �� 

��

e.g. I) After a third arrest for drunk driving,

she lost her licence.

II) The criminal lived for eight years under

an assumed name before his arrest.

assemble v.

1) come together in a group, usually for a

particular purpose �� !�

e.g. I)   When the fire alarm rang we assembled

outside the emergency exit.

II) There wasn’t even a convenient place

for students to assemble between

classes.

2) build something by putting all its parts to-

gether ��

e.g. I) The shelves are sold in kits�� !"#

and you have to assemble them yourself.

II) She had been trying to assemble the

bomb when it went off in her arms.

clockwork  n. mechanism with

wheels and springs, like that of a clock �� 

�� !"#$%&'�

e.g. I) The concert went like clockwork.

II) Our bus service has been improved re-

cently and the buses now run like

clockwork.

complex  adj. with many details

or small parts, which makes something difficult

to understand or deal with �� !"#$

��

e.g. I) These rules are highly complex.

II) The company has a complex organiza-

tional structure.

n. a group of buildings designed for a particular

purpose �� !"#$

e.g. I) The hotel has a superb leisure complex.
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II) They live in a large apartment complex.

construct  v.

1) create an idea or a piece of writing by

putting different parts together �� !

�� 

e.g. I) The novel is constructed by a series of

on-the-spot reports.

II) It’s an elegantly constructed theory, but

I’m afraid it’s not right.

2) build or make �� !"

e.g. I) The tunnel was constructed in 1996.

II) The crow constructs its nest out of

sticks.

convict 

v. prove or officially announce that someone is

guilty of a crime after a trial ��  !"#

��  !"

e.g. I) The defendant was convicted of murder.

II) He has twice been convicted of robbery.

 n. someone who is in prison ��

e.g. I) The convict was serving a twenty-year

sentence.

II) There was a report on the news about an

escaped convict.
�cosy  adj. (AmE cozy)

1) comfortable and warm �� !"

e.g. I) They were beginning to miss the cosy

flat in St John’s Wood.

II) Wall lights and table lamps give a cosy

feel to this carefully planned room.

2) pleasant and friendly �� !"

e.g. I) Construction companies are used to a

cosy relationship with the government.

II) My mood this year is for a cosy, nice and

thoroughly wholesome (�� !")

Christmas.

dated  adj. clearly belonging to a

former time; old-fashioned; outmoded �� !

�� 

e.g. I) That dress looks a bit dated now.

II) It was a good film when it came out, but

it looks rather dated now.

detection  n.

1) the act of noticing, sensing or discovering

something �� !"

e.g. I) They are cheating but sophisticated

enough to avoid detection.

II) Other studies have been concerned with

the early detection of diabetes (�� )

by looking at the slightest eye problems.

2) the work of trying to discover information

about a crime so that the criminal can be

caught ��, ��

e.g. I) The crime detection rate in the area is

particularly low.

II) When I heard the story as a boy, it did

much to interest me in practical detection.

drama  n.

1) a play for the theatre, television, radio, etc.

�� �

e.g. I) He knew nothing about Greek drama.

II) The drama was so depressing that the

whole audience was crying.

2) real situation which is exciting or distress-

ing �� !"#$%&

e.g. I) Sue related the drama of getting lost in

the foreign city.

II) We had a little drama last night when

the oil in the pan caught fire.

fiction  n. stories and novels about

imaginary people and events ��

e.g. I) Diana is a writer of historical fiction.

II) Happy marriage may be more common

in fiction than in real life.

fictional  adj. of or relating to

fiction�imaginary �� !"# 
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e.g. I) The names of the shops are entirely

fictional.

II) The author based his fictional charac-

ters on the four sisters living next door

to him.

gardener  n. someone whose

job is to work in gardens �� �!"#

e.g. I) Five gardeners were hired to take care

of the palace garden.

II) The majority of sweet peas are still bred

by enthusiastic amateur gardeners.

loose  adj.

1) not exact or thoroughly done �� !

e.g. I) This is only a loose translation of the

original paper.

II) His explanation was a loose interpreta-

tion of the truth.

2) not firmly or tightly fixed in place �� 

�� !"� !#�

e.g. I) Her hair was hanging loose about her

shoulders.

II) There were some loose wires hanging

out of the wall.
#miscarriage  n.

1) ill conduct; evil or improper behavior ��

�� !"#$%&'()*�+,

e.g. I) The Supreme Court should set aside Mr.

Banker’s execution to prevent a miscar-

riage of justice.

II) Often, whether a case is in fact a mis-

carriage of justice remains controversial

for a long time.

2� a case of accidentally giving birth to a child

too early for it to live ��

e.g. I) One in six pregnancies ends in miscarriage.

II)  Smoking during pregnancy increases the

risk of miscarriage.

morally  adv. according to beliefs

about what is right or wrong �� !"

e.g. I) What you did wasn’t illegal, but it was

morally wrong.

II) For a teacher to hit a child is not just

morally wrong but also illegal.
�obsession  n. an unreasonably

strong and continuous interest in something, or

worry about something �� !"#$%&

e.g.  I) She would try to forget her obsession

with Christopher.

II) Gambling became an obsession, and he

eventually lost everything.

penalty  n. a punishment imposed for

breaking a law, rule or contract �� !� 

��

e.g. I) One of those arrested could face the

death penalty.

II) The charge carries a maximum penalty

of ten years’ imprisonment.

predictable  adj. happening in

the way you would expect �� !"��#!

e.g. I) The outcome of these experiments is not

always entirely predictable.

II) He asked whether this was predictable

from previous performances.

shortage  n. a condition of having less

than is needed �� �! "#

e.g. I) Due to the shortage of funds, the library

closed.

II) There’s no shortage of ideas when it

comes to improving the education of

children.

unsettle  v. make someone feel

nervous, confused, or upset �� 

e.g. I) The sudden changes unsettled Judy.

II) The presence of two policemen un-

settled her.
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#whydun(n)it  n. (informal) a

book or a film that appeals to people who are

interested in understanding why a crime is

committed, in other words, the motives for a

crime�� !"#$%&'()*+,-

�� !"#$%&'()*+

e.g. I) Psychological problems are often in-

volved in whydunnits.

II) Whydunnit mysteries have become

more popular in recent years.

wrongly  adv. incorrectly and not in

accordance with facts �� !, �� !"

�

e.g. I) Matthew was wrongly diagnosed as

having a brain tumour.

II) They interviewed several people

wrongly convicted of crimes.

Phrases and Expressions

end with    have something as its last part ���

��

e.g. I)   The festival ended with fireworks.

II) His statement ended with the words:

“Pray for me.”

like clockwork   with perfect regularity and

precision; smoothly �� !"#$%"&'

�� 

e.g. I)   The operation went like clockwork.

II) The Queen’s holiday is arranged to go

like clockwork, everything pre-planned

to the minute.

loose end(s)   an unsettled or unexplained detail

�� !" #$%&'(

e.g. I)  There are some annoying loose ends in

the plot.

II) It’s a good report, but there are still a

few loose ends to be tied up.

miscarriage of justice   failure to act justly in a

court of law, especially one which results in the

conviction of an innocent person �� !, �

�

e.g. I)  This failure contributed to the miscar-

riage of justice, the judges said.

II) I can imagine no greater miscarriage of

justice than the execution of an inno-

cent man.

take on    begin to have a particular quality,

appearance, etc. �� !"#$%&'(

�� !"����� !"#

e.g. I)  These insects can take on the color of

their surroundings.

II) Believing he had only one year to live,

his writing took on a feverish intensity.

without doubt   certainly �� !"# 

e.g. I)   He is without doubt someone who has

�whereabouts  n. the place

or area where someone or something is ��

e.g. I) She did not say where she was going,

and nobody knows her whereabouts.

II) Once he knew his father’s name, find-

ing his whereabouts proved surprisingly

easy.
#whodun(n)it  n. (informal) a book,

film, etc. about a murder in which the identity of

the murderer is not revealed until the end �� 

�� !"#$%&'[from “who done it?”,

non-standard form of “who did it?”]

e.g. I) We all know the answer to this

whodunit.

II) The book is one of those whodunits

where you don’t find out who the mur-

derer is till the very end.
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reached the very top in his profession.

II) Without doubt this was the most impor-

tant relationship I developed at college.

under arrest   kept by the police �� !"

e.g. I)   A drug dealer who controlled a gang of

16 people was under arrest last night.

II) Murder squad (��) detectives ap-

proached the man and placed him under

arrest.

 Notes

1. In “… its popularity shows no sign of going away”, the verb phrase “go away” here means

“disappear”, or “fade” (��). �� !"#$%�(�� !)�� !"#$%&'(

�� !�

2. “The crime must be solved so that the murderer can be arrested, but also, so that calm can be

restored. ”

Here the word “solve” means “find a solution to, an explanation of, or a way of dealing with

something”, and the word “calm” is a noun meaning “peace”. �� !"#$%&'()*

�� !"#$�%&'()*+,

3. Here “bury one’s head in something” means “focus your attention on something and ignore

what is going on around you ”(�� !!). An idiomatic expression “bury one’s head in the

sand” means “�� !"#$%&'(”.

4. “But Britain’s affection for what Americans call the ‘cosy’ school of crime fiction has not died. ”

Here “affection for (someone or something)” means “a warm gentle feeling of caring for or

loving (someone or something) ” (�� !�), and the word “school” means “ a groulp of

people that share an opinion or way of thinking about something” (�� !�). For example,

“Let a hundred flowers blossom and a hundred schools of thought contend ”(�� !"�#

��). �� !"#$%&$'()*+,-./012345!6789:;<=,

�� !"#$%

5. In “221b Baker Street, London”, the letter “b” after the number “221” indicates that the house

numbered 221 consists of different flats or apartments and Flat b is where Sherlock Holmes

lives.
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Plot

Characters

Setting

Ending

All her books start with a 1) __________,

forcing the reader to ask the question,

“whodunit?” and all of them end with a

2) __________.

The very 5) __________ Belgian, Hercule

Poirot, the apparently 6) __________ little

old lady, Miss Marple.

It is 7) __________ between the two World

Wars, where close-knit communities live

in quiet 8) __________ or rich city folk

assemble for weekends at grand country

houses.

Once the crime in her books is solved

and the murderer 11) __________, that

is the end for him or her. There are no

12) __________ and the reader can sleep

peacefully in his or her bed.

Why Are Her Books Appealing?

The fun for the reader is in following the

3) ___________ hidden in the story and

trying to 4) ___________before the au-

thor reveals it.

The characters are easily recognizable.

The world she creates is 9)_________,

which is one of the reasons why her

books have not become 10) _________.

But the real world is not a 13)__________

place. It is for this reason that so many

readers like to 14) __________ in an

old-fashioned detective story with a

safe and predictable ending.

Agatha Christie’s Formula

Comprehension and Vocabulary

1. What Makes Agatha Christie’s Books Appealing?

Directions: Fill in the following table according to the passage you have just read. Don’t refer

back to the passage while doing the exercise.

2. Directions: Choose the sentence that is closest in meaning to the one quoted from the passage.

1) The “Queen” of British murder mystery writing is, without doubt, Agatha Christie. (l. 1)

A. Agatha Christie was the Queen when murder mystery novels were most popular in Britain.

B. Agatha Christie is the most popular writer of murder stories in Britain.

C. Agatha Christie is the famous character in British murder stories.

2) When a murder is committed, there’s no shortage of suspects to be investigated. (l. 29)

A. When investigating a murder case, there are not enough policemen.

B. In a murder case, there are quite a few people who seem likely to be the murderer.

C. Usually there are hardly any suspects involved in a murder case.

3) This world is ruled by a rigid social hierarchy. (l. 25)

A. The characters in the story have strictly defined social status and duties.

B. There is always a kingdom in a murder story, with kings, queens.

C. In a murder story people from different social ranks never talk to each other.
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4) (So once the crime in her books is solved and the murderer identified,) that is the end for him

or her. (ll. 35-36)

A. ... the story ends right there.

B. ... a new story begins.

C. ... the murderer will be executed.

5) But for some people it can be an obsession. (l. 60)

A. Some people are just crazy about detective stories and refuse to read anything else.

B. Helping police to solve murder cases becomes a profession of some people.

C. Some people become so involved with murder stories that they can’t focus on anything

else.

3. Directions: Choose an appropriate form of the word that best completes each sentence.

1) popular
A. Vitamin C is ________________ believed to prevent colds.

B. I was jealous of the football player’s ___________________ in school.

C. The scientist refuted (��) the _________________ misconceptions about nuclear power.

2) curious
A. Just out of ________________, I wonder how much this apartment costs.

B. I’m ______________ about the book she’s supposed to be writing.

C. She watched ___________________ as I opened the box.

3) mystery
A. The identity of the dead body remained a _________________.

B. I received a _________________ package in the mail.

C. I always look in the __________________ section of the bookstore.

4) familiar
A. Jane was hired because of her ___________________ with computers.

B. I can’t speak German fluently, but I’m somewhat ________________ with the language.

C. Read the handbook to __________________ yourself with our company policies.

5) predict
A. The weather forecaster’s __________________ were generally accurate.

B. Interest rates are a good __________________ of housing sales.

C. It is difficult to ________________ what the long-term effects of the accident will be.

6) profession
A. Jane was satisfied with her chosen ___________________.

B. Bob wanted the wiring in his house to be perfect, so he hired a _________________

electrician.

C. Most health __________________ agree that smoking is harmful.
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7) vary
A. The electronics department had a wide ____________________ of radios.

B. The editor had __________________ problems with the journalist’s article.

C. My work schedule _________________ depending on what time of the year it is.

8) detect
A. A device for smoke _______________ is essential for every home.

B. The _______________ specialized in missing-person cases.

C. The bird _________________ the worm in the grass and dove down to get it.

KeyKeyKeyKeyKey to Passage I

1.   1) murder  2) solution  3) clues

  4) reach the correct solution  5) confident  6) harmless

  7) England  8) villages  9) not quite a real world

10) dated11) identified/arrested12) loose ends

13) safe14) bury their heads

2. 1) B     2) B     3) A     4) C     5) C

3. 1) A. popularlyB. popularityC. popular

2) A. curiosityB. curiousC. curiously

3) A. mysteryB. mysteriousC. mystery

4) A. familiarityB. familiarC. familiarize

5) A. predictionsB. predictorC. predict

6) A. professionB. professionalC. professionals

7) A. varietyB. variousC. varies

8) A. detectionB. detectiveC. detected
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    Wow, Would I Love to Do That1

Dan Kirk

1 I was 16 years old when I became interested in juggling. I saw a television

commercial in which two guys began tossing cans of frozen orange juice back and

forth in a juggling pattern.

2 Wow, would I love to do that! I imagined myself performing before a clapping

audience.

3 Fat chance2. Even if I knew how to juggle, I was scared to death of standing in

front of an audience. But then a strange coincidence occurred, the kind of thing

that makes you think it’s an answer to prayer, even when you haven’t actually

prayed.3 A few days later, my older brother, Jeff, and I were visiting some friends

when a boy of my age said, “Hey, you should see what my brother learned to do.”

He took me to his brother’s room, where the older boy was showing Jeff how to

juggle golf balls.

4 “I want to learn too,” I said.

5 In no time I was hooked. Even though I dropped a lot of balls at first, I was

amazed how easily I caught on. First, I just tossed a single ball up in the air from

one hand to the other. Then I tried two balls, one from each hand, letting them pass

in the air.

6 Finally I was ready for three balls. The pattern was simple: I held two golf

balls in my right hand and one in the left. Tossing one of the balls from my right

hand into the air, I waited till it reached the top of its arc. Then I tossed up the ball

from my left hand, so that the two balls passed each other. And before that one

came down, I sent up the ball that had remained in my right hand. I caught and

tossed the balls, back and forth, back and forth. When I dropped one, I started

over. By the end of the evening I could make 10 tosses before dropping a ball.

7 It was a challenge; I had to perfect this skill. The next day I got three tennis

balls and practiced in the garage until I could make 20 tosses before dropping a

ball. I practiced with a vengeance. I wanted to be as good as those guys on TV.

8 As I got better, I began to add tricks, tossing the balls so that one went over the

top of the others, or under the others, or I bounced one off my head or elbow and

still kept the pattern going.

9 Funny thing is, I thought I was making up all those tricks. But one day at the

library I discovered a book on juggling, and there were all the tricks I was doing! The
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basic three-ball pattern was a cascade, juggling

the balls in a circle was a shower, and throw-

ing one ball over the top was a half-shower.4

10 I bought a set of juggling clubs, and my

parents bought me a set of juggling rings. I

performed for my family and a few friends,

but I never thought of myself as an entertainer.

Entertaining meant getting up in front of an

audience. Impossible! I couldn’t do that.

11 Then five years later, when I was 21, my

mother called me aside one day during the

Christmas season and said, “Dan, how would

you like to juggle for the Salvation Army

dinner this year?” For the past two years

Mom and her boss had helped at the annual dinner.

12 “There will be other entertainment,” she hastened to add. “All you need to do

is stand at one side of the auditorium and juggle during dinner.5”

13 Two days before Christmas, as people streamed into the auditorium, there I was,

juggling on a small stage at one side of the hall. I was nervous, but somehow the

tension gave me courage. I began doing my tricks, including one I’d recently mastered:

juggling behind my back. Then I juggled the clubs, and finally a bowling ball and

two small balls. Kids crowded around the stage, laughing. People applauded.

14 Suddenly I felt an elation I had never experienced before. I was performing for

an audience, and they loved it!

15 At home I kept practicing. I began juggling cigar boxes, knives and torches. And

when an uncle gave me his unicycle, I learned to ride it and juggle at the same time.

16 I began to think about becoming a professional. I knew I’d have to do more

than just tricks; I’d have to speak, make jokes and so on. That’s what the books

said. So I prayed about it. When I next juggled in front of my family, I added some

jokes. I hoped that trying them out on my family would help me feel more com-

fortable doing the same thing in public.

17 My chance soon came. I was asked to juggle torches at a fashion show with a

Polynesian theme. I went barefoot and bare-chested, dressed in silly-looking shorts,

with black stripes across my face. As I was about to go on, I was handed a list of

announcements. “Please read these when you finish your act,” the mistress of cer-

emonies6 said. It was too late to back out.

18 Was I ever nervous!7 I dropped the torches�three times! But not wanting the

audience to know how nervous I was, I tried to make my mistakes look like part of

the act. I danced over the torches crazily, making jungle sounds, until I could pick

them up and resume my juggling. The people applauded. They liked my act. And
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somehow I got through reading the announcements.

19 The following month I received a phone call from the principal of a local

elementary school. An old performer had asked for a sick leave. Could I fill in?

And include a message?8 “ Sure,” I said.

20 Three weeks later I was standing before a couple of hundred eager children.

Using my juggling practice as an example, I began my message. When I started to

juggle, I let the balls drop. I picked them up, started, and dropped them again.

21 “That’s what it’s like when you start,” I said. But then, as the program

progressed, I began to do more and more tricks, juggling while riding a unicycle

and while lying on my back, getting back up to my feet without dropping a ball.

22 Forty-five minutes later I ended the performance with my final word of advice

to the children: “If you want to succeed, at juggling or anything else, you have to

keep trying. You can do it. Just never give up.”

 (1,105 words)

Proper Names

Jeff ��� !"#$Jeffrey� �� 

Salvation  Army �� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123/

�� !

New Words

75

80

85

announcement  n. statement

in spoken or written form that makes   something

known �� �!

e.g. I) The announcement didn’t say what sort

of accident it was.

II) He made the announcement that he was

to retire the following month.

applaud  v.

1) show approval of someone or something by

clapping the hands ��

e.g. I) The comedian was not funny, and no

one applauded.

II) She was applauded for a full five min-

utes after her speech.

2) express strong approval of an idea, plan,

etc. �� �!

e.g. I) He should be applauded for his courage.

II) We applaud the family’s decision to re-

main silent over the issue.
�arc  n. the shape of a part of a circle, or

other curved line ��� !"#

e.g. I) The crowd watched as the ball rose in a

high arc and fell behind the boundary

line.

II) His 71 offices are spread through the

Thames Valley and in an arc around

North London.
�auditorium  n. a large room

for an audience in a theater, school, etc. ��

e.g. I) The Albert Hall is a huge auditorium.

II) The auditorium seats over a thousand

people.

bare  adj.

1) without clothing or usual covering ��
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�� !�

e.g. I) She felt the warm sun on her bare arms.

II) We were beaten and forced to kneel on

broken glass with our bare knees.

2) empty; not covered by anything, or not

having any decorations �� !"#� 

�� !

e.g. I) The cupboard was completely bare.

II) We spent a long time walking through

the bare rooms, remembering the games

we used to play there.
�bowling  n. an indoor game in which

you roll a large heavy ball along a wooden track

in order to knock down a group of pins �� 

e.g. I) I go bowling for relaxation.

II) Local activities include walks, golf,

fishing, horse-riding and bowling.
#cascade  n.

1) a series of things that come quickly one

after the other �� !�"#$/�� 

��

e.g. I) A cascade of mail arrived from friends.

II) The bank’s collapse led to a cascade of

business failures.

2) a small steep waterfall that is one of several

together �� 

e.g. I) Rainbows glanced (��) off the cas-

cade of the waterfall.

II) It was surrounded by a splendid park

with fountains and a magnificent

cascade.

crazily  adv. very excitedly and en-

thusiastically �� !"� 

e.g. I) “All right,” said Nigel, wobbling (�

�) crazily on his one leg.

II) Someone was dancing crazily on the

trestles (��), sending wooden plates

flying.
#elation  n. a feeling of great happi-

ness and excitement �� !"##$%

e.g. I) His supporters reacted to the news with

elation.

II) She showed her elation at having finally

achieved her ambition.

entertainer  n. someone who

tells jokes, sings, etc. to amuse people�� !

�� !"#

e.g. I) Sinatra remains one of the top entertain-

ers of all time.

II) Some have called him the greatest en-

tertainer of the twentieth century.

hasten  v. make something happen

faster or sooner ��

e.g. I) Two factors hastened the formation of

the new party.

II) Their departure was hastened by an ab-

normally cold winter.

hooked  adj. (informal) having a great

liking for and very frequently using, doing,

eating, etc. ��� !"#��!$

e.g. I) Most of the leaders have become

hooked on power and money.

II) I first got hooked on scuba diving (��

�� ) when I was twelve.
�juggle  v. keep three or more objects

moving through the air by throwing and catch-

ing them very quickly �� !"#$%&'

��

e.g. I) Soon she was juggling five eggs.

II) He picked up a book on juggling which

his daughter had brought home, and 4

months later he’s teaching others.

mom  n. (BrE mum) mother ��

e.g. I) Mom, can I go over to Lisa’s house?

II) We’re expecting most of the moms and

dads to come to the show.

shorts  n. short trousers ending at or

above the knees, as worn by children, or by

adults playing sports or in hot weather ��

e.g. I) She put on a pair of shorts and a T-shirt.
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II) I sat on the rocky slope above Gay

Acres, not wanting to stain my white

shorts on the grass.

torch  n.

1) a long stick with burning material at one

end that produces light �� �!

e.g. I) The villagers carried flaming torches

through the dark forest.

II) The runner carried the Olympic torch

into the cheering stadium.

2) a small electric light which is powered by

batteries and which you can carry in your

hand �� 

e.g. I) Don’t shine your torch straight into my

eyes!

II) She shone the torch through the win-

dow and the beam of light picked out a

small box in the middle of the dark

empty room.

toss  v.

1) throw lightly, often in a careless way ��

�� 

e.g. I) He screwed the paper into a ball and

tossed it into the fire.

II) He had carelessly tossed the clothes into

the washing machine without checking

the pockets.

2) throw the coin up into the air and guess

which side will land facing up as a way of

deciding which of the two things you will

do �� !"#

e.g. I) “I’ll toss you for it�heads or tails?”

II) John and I tossed a coin to determine

who would go first.

unicycle  n. a vehicle that is like a

bicycle but has only one wheel �� !"#

�

e.g. I) Clowns often ride a unicycle in the

circus.

II) There was a young man riding a

unicycle, with balloons and decorations

everywhere.
�vengeance  n. punishment given

to someone in return for harm they have done �

�� !��!

e.g. I) He silently vowed vengeance on them

all.

II) He swore vengeance on everyone in-

volved in the murder.

wow  interj. (informal) used when you

feel impressed, pleased or surprised (�� 

�� !�"#$) �

e.g. I) Wow! That’s a great car!

II) Wow! Did you make that cake?

Phrases and Expressions

back out     fail to fulfil (a promise, contract, etc.)

�� !"#$%!&'

e.g. I) I hope I can depend on you not to back

out at the last moment.

II) After you’ve signed the contract, it will

be impossible to back out.

catch on

1) begin to understand or master something �

�� !

e.g. I) He doesn’t take hints easily, but he’ll

catch on eventually.

II) I am afraid it will be a long time before

the newcomer catches on to the new

system.

2) become popular ��

e.g. I) The idea has been around for ages with-

out catching on.

II) Will the helicopter ever catch on as a
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common mode of transport?

fill in   do someone’s job or work because they

are unable to do it �� !"��

e.g. I) But he has done a great job filling in for

Andre Reed.

II) Sally is off sick. Can you fill in for her

for a few days?

get through    finish or complete something

especially when it is difficult �� �!

e.g. I) Let’s start; there is a lot of work to get

through.

II) I think you can get through the first two

chapters.

start over    start doing something again from the

beginning, especially because you want to do it

better �� !

e.g. I) If you make a mistake, just erase it and

start over.

II) After the fire, we had to start over and

build the business again from the

beginning.

try something out   test something in order to

see how useful or effective it is or what it is like

�� �!, ��

e.g. I) She knew I wanted to try the boat out

on the weekend.

II) Have the advertisers tried out the new

soap on real people yet?

with a vengeance   (informal) with great force

or more effort than before �� !"� 

e.g. I) It began to rain again with a vengeance.

II) The music started up again with a

vengeance.

Notes

1. When a sentence begins with “Would (that) …”, it expresses the speaker’s wish.

e.g. I)  Would that I were with her now. �� !"#$%&#'()*

II) Would that he had lived to finish it. �� !"#$%&'()*

“Wow, Would I Love to Do That” means “Wow, Would That I Could Do That” (�� !"#

�� !), but the latter form is old fashioned and seldom used now.

2. “Fat chance” is an informal expression used mainly in spoken English. When you say fat chance

of something happening, you do not believe it will happen.

e.g. I)   What, John got a job? Fat chance of that!

II) “Would your car be easy to steal?” “Fat chance. I’ve got a device that shuts down the gas

and ignition.”

3. “… a strange coincidence occurred, the kind of thing that makes you think it’s an answer to

prayer, even when you haven’t actually prayed.”

In the sentence, “the kind of thing” is the appositive (�� ) of “a strange coincidence”. ��

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012/345675-897:(;<==

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012

4. In the sentence, “a cascade”, “a shower” and “a half-shower” are three different patterns of

juggling. Paragraph 6 of the passage explains what a cascade is, and Paragraph 8 describes a

half-shower.
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In a cascade, each ball travels from one hand to the other and back again, following a loop path

that looks like a figure eight lying on its side. The juggler starts with two balls in his right hand,

using a scooping motion and releasing a ball when his throwing hand is level with his navel. As

the first ball reaches its highest point, the other hand scoops and releases a second ball, and as

that one reaches its apogee, he throws the third. Skilled jugglers can keep three, five, or even

seven balls going in a cascade, but never four or six. With an even number, balls collide at the

intersection of the figure eight.

In a shower, the more difficult pattern, the balls follow a circular path as they are thrown up-

ward by the right hand, caught by the left and quickly passed back to the right. Since the right

does all the long-distance throwing, the shower is inherently symmetrical and, therefore,

inefficient; it is difficult with more than three objects.

5. “All you need to do is stand at one side of the auditorium and juggle during dinner.”

Here the verb “stand” is an infinitive without to (��to�� !). It’s often the case when the

subject of the sentence consists of “all” followed by an adjective clause or when “what” intro-

duces a subject clause. The structure “… is (to) stand… and juggle…” indicates a planned

activity.

e.g. I) All I did was (to) give him a little push.

II) What I’m going to do to him is (to) teach him a lesson.

6. The mistress of ceremonies: �� !"#!$%&'()*+,-./ �� !" the

master of ceremonies, �� !"MC�

7. “Was I ever nervous!” means “I have never been so nervous!”.

8. “Could I fill in? And include a message? ”

Here the second question has omitted “could I” to avoid repetition. The complete question is

“And could I include a message?”. The word “message” here means “a significant point or

central theme, especially one that has a political, social or moral importance ”(�� !" 

�� !).

Comprehension and Vocabulary

1. Directions: Decide whether the following statements are true or false. Write “T” for True and

“F” for False in the space provided.

____  1) The author learned to do juggling when he was a teenager.

____  2) He became interested in juggling when watching a TV commercial.

____  3) He learned how to do juggling from a friend of his sister’s.

____  4) He started with three balls the first time he juggled.

____  5) He read the juggling book and learned all the tricks on the book.

____  6) The author made his first public performance when he was 21 years old.

____  7) The first performance was a disaster.
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____  8) He also practiced juggling with cigar boxes, knives and torches.

____  9) He had thought of becoming a professional juggler before performing at a fashion show.

____10) He made mistakes in performing but the audience thought he intended to amuse them.

____11) He was very reluctant to perform at a school for a group of children.

____12) The author thinks the key to success is “never giving up”.

2. Directions: Choose the most appropriate word or phrase to complete each of the following

sentences.

1) She _______________ herself sitting in her favorite armchair back home.

A. imagined B. entertained C. practised

2) She is getting lots of exercise _________________ walks or swimming.

A. in terms of B. in spite of C. in the form of

3) I was never one of her favorites because I was so slow to _______________, particularly in

mathematics.

A. catch on B. keep up C. think over

4) He is keen to _____________ his computer skills.

A. experience B. perfect C. reach

5) We should _________________ all the equipment before setting up the experiment.

A. make up B. show off C. try out

6) I thought it would be impossible to ________________ the work in such a short time, but

we managed to finish it on time.

A. practice with B. get through C. keep on

7) John almost ____________me to death when he threw a living snake at me.

A. scared B. tricked C. hooked

8) Everything was set up. Then, mysteriously, he __________________.

A. started over B. filled in C. backed out

9) I __________________ to add that she was a business acquaintance, not a friend.

A. hastened B. suggested C. announced

10) The television show _________________ after a commercial break.

A. streamed B. resumed C. applauded

KeyKeyKeyKeyKey to Passage II

1.1) T2) T3) F4) F5) F6) T7) F8) T9) T10) T11) F12 ) T

2.1) A2) C3) A4) B5) C6) B7) A8) C9) A10) B
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Enriching Your Word Power
Directions: Read the sentences in each group carefully and choose either A, B, or C if the under-

lined word in the sentence is used in the same way as in the sample sentence. Refer to

the “Explanations to the Underlined Words” at the end of this exercise when you

make your choice.

1) A truly funny person has a joke for every occasion, and when one is told, that triggers an entire

string of jokes from that person’s memory bank.

A. He pulled the trigger, the gun went off and I was hit in the chest.

B. His theory held that political events in one place would trigger similar events in another.

C. There are fears that the incident may act as a trigger for further violence in the capital.

2) A truly funny person has a joke for every occasion, and when one is told, that triggers an entire

string of jokes from that person’s memory bank.

A. The manager interviewed a string of would-be employees.

B. Steve needed some new strings for his guitar.

C. The postal clerk tied my package with string.

3) The word “red” is pronounced the same as “read” in English, but the meanings are clearly

different.

A. We were pronounced husband and wife.

B. It was hard for the young child to pronounce long words.

C. I don’t want to listen to him pronounce on wine all night.

4) Frequently the two meanings are very different, and one is quite proper while the second is

often, but not always, vulgar.

A. Everything was in its proper place

B. After this event, three countries will progress to the World Cup proper.

C. You’ve got yourself into a proper mess there.

5) This formula appeals to the strongest of human instincts�curiosity �and its popularity shows

no sign of going away.

A. If this pain doesn’t go away soon, I will go mad.

B. I’m tired of your constant complaint, go away and leave me in peace.

C. Are you going away this summer?

6) Modern writers are more interested in understanding the criminal’s mind and what drives a

person to kill.

A. I learned to drive when I was seventeen.

Part Three
Further Development

1
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B. The dog had driven the sheep into one corner of the field.

C. It was hunger that drove them to steal the bread.

7) But Britain’s affection for what the Americans call the “cosy” school of crime fiction has not

died.

  A. After two years of medical school, I thought I knew everything.

  B. Her work has been greatly influenced by the Impressionist school of painting.

  C. It takes a lot of patience to school a dog.

8) There is a range of popular board games and computer games to test your intelligence.

  A. In the nursing home she will have to pay for room and board.

  B. I’ll check the departure board for train times.

  C. He walked over to the window and stared down at the chess board.

9) I saw a television commercial in which two guys began tossing cans of frozen orange juice

back and forth in a juggling pattern.

  A. This property is suitable for domestic or commercial use.

  B. She ended up doing commercials, which ironically revived her acting career.

  C. I used to like their music but they’ve become very commercial.

10) Even though I dropped a lot of balls at first, I was amazed how easily I caught on.

A. She dropped the tray with a crash.

B. He dropped his voice and glanced round at the door.

C. The proposal was dropped due to opposition from civil liberties groups.

11) Two days before Christmas, as people streamed into the auditorium, there I was, juggling on a

small stage at one side of the hall.

A. There was bright sunlight streaming through the windows.

B. She came in, rain streaming from her clothes and hair.

C. Red Cross officials estimate that 20,000 refugees streamed into the city last week.

12) I bought a set of juggling clubs, and my parents bought me a set of juggling rings.

A. I’ve just joined the local tennis club.

B. I still have four clubs and two hearts in my hand.

C. A man broke into her house and threatened to beat her with a club.

Explanations to the Underlined Words

1) A. a part of a gun which causes the gun to fire when pressed (��) ��

B. cause something to happen or exist

C. an event or thing that causes something to happen

2) A. a number of things or people coming one after another

B. a cord stretched on an instrument and struck, plucked, or bowed to produce tones

C. a thin rope or thick thread used for tying or fastening things
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3) A. declare something about someone or something officially

B. speak the sound of a letter or a word

C. give a judgment or opinion

4) A. satisfactory; suitable

B. (after noun) strictly so called; in its true form �� !"#$%&'()*+,-*

C. (often of something unpleasant or undesirable) thorough; complete

5) A. disappear; cease

B. depart; leave a place

C. spend some time somewhere else, especially on holiday

6) A. sit in a car, bus, etc. and make it travel from one place to another

B. force someone or something to go somewhere

C. make someone feel or do something bad or unpleasant

7) A. a college or university, or the time when you study there

B. a group of people that share an opinion or way of thinking about something

C. train or discipline

8) A. the meals provided for you when you pay to stay somewhere

B. a flat wide piece of wood, plastic, etc., that shows a particular type of information

C. a flat piece of wood, plastic, card, etc., that you use for a particular purpose

9) A. relating to business

B. an advertisement on television or radio

C. more concerned with money than with quality

10) A. let something fall

B. speak more quietly

C. stop doing, discussing, or continuing with something

11) A. shine or give off light

B. flow quickly and in great amounts

C. move in a continuous flow in the same direction

12) A. an organization of people with a common purpose or interest who meet regularly and take

part in shared activities

B. a playing card showing the black three-leaved sign (�� !") ��

C. a heavy stick, usually thick at one end

Competing for Tourists
Directions: You are the manager of a recreation center and are competing with other recreation

centers in order to receive groups of foreign tourists on a regular basis. The tourists

are young couples with or without a child. They would spend about one week at your

center. Describe the facilities available that make your center particularly attractive

and the activities you can arrange for these tourists. Now work in groups to design a

fun-packed week at your recreation center.

2
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Suggestions:

�tours to places of interests

�tours to local schools, market, community centers

�arts tours

�discover food fun

�classes of Chinese calligraphy, medicine and acupuncture

�childcare

�medical center

�sports facilities

Trying to Be the Most Entertaining Group
Directions: Work in groups to prepare something that will entertain or amuse your classmates, for

example: a joke, riddle, song, magic tricks, mime (��), skit (�� ), etc. Present

what your group has prepared for your class. Then vote for the most entertaining group.

Example: A Magic Trick

The Magnetic Knife

�A common table knife magnetically clings to your hands!

Requirment: One table knife

A magician should be able to perform magic anywhere he goes! This one is good for the

dinner table.

Interweave your fingers as in Figure 1, but don’t pick up the knife yet. When you interweave

your fingers, secretly leave the middle finger of one hand loose (Figure 2).  If you arrange your

fingers right, no one will be able to tell one finger is loose when looking at your hands from the

other side!

Now, pick up a knife from the table by secretly placing it behind the finger as shown, but hold

your thumbs as though they were keeping the knife in place.

Slowly, with a look of great concentration, release your grip on the knife with your thumbs. It

will seem as if the knife is magnetically attached to your palms! After a few moments, drop the

knife, and allow the knife and your hands to be examined. It’s magic!

3

FIG. 1 FIG. 2
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Week-Long Holiday Project
Directions: With the coming week-long holiday, the College Student Union is offering grants up

to 2,000 yuan for students’ participation in any feasible projects that will use their

academic knowledge and bring certain kinds of profit. Students are encouraged to

apply for the grants in groups of 5. Discuss with your group members about your plan

and come up with a written application letter which should include at least 1) name of

your project; 2) people involved and their responsibilities; 3) project target; 4) re-

search methods and steps; 5) budget; 6) further actions.

Racking Your Brains
Directions: Try to solve the following riddles.

1) What animal carries two hills on its back?

2) What goes up but never comes down?

3) What gets wet as it dries?

4) A bird am I and a male,*

On my head there is a crown,

With many coins on my tail.

5) The longer it stands, the lower it grows.

6) What’s the best way to catch a fish?

*The normal order of the line is “I am a bird and a male.”

4

5
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Part Four
Writing and Translation

    �� !"#$�%&'(()*

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012)3456"'789:;$<=>

�� !"#$�%&�%'()*+,-./012*'3456,789:;5<.

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./%0123,4256789:0;<=>(

1 �� !"#�$%&

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01234567&89:;<=>?@AB

1.1  �� !

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012#34567/8,9:#;<

�� !"�#$%&�'!()*+,-+'./01)23456789:     �

�� !"#$!%&'(

1.2  �� !

�� !"#$%&&'()*+,-./012*3456078*9:;<=>

�� !"#$%&'() *+",-./01234567In-Class Reading�

�� !"#$%

1) Even when young (1), Blitzen would tease Grandma (2) by very selectively carrying one

of her bedroom slippers into the living room (3) where Grandma sat in her favorite,

comfortable chair (4).

��� !"�#Blitzen would tease Grandma��� !Even when young�� 

�� !"I�� !by very selectively carrying one of her bedroom slippers into the

living room�� !"#$%&'where Grandma sat in her favorite, comfortable chair

�� !"#$living room �� !!"#$%&'(

(1) �� !

(2) �� !"#$%&

(3) �� !"#$%&'()*+$

(4) �� !"#$%&'()*+',-.

�� !"#$%&'()*+,%-./0123/0(456,7489

�� !"#$%&'())*+,-./0,-.1"23456789%:

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012!3456789:1;

2) Whether these stories are cartoons or jokes, told by a slapstick comedian or a cross-talking

1 Knowing about Translation
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team (1), they appeal to people everywhere as funny stories (2) because they have a note

of reality to them, and the unexpected punch line is quite funny (3).

�� !�"they appeal to people everywhere as funny stories�� !"Whether

these stories are cartoons or jokes, told by a slapstick comedian or a cross-talking team�

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.#/0123 !"#4&'((560

�� !

(1) �� !"#$%&'$()*$+,-./01/,23'$+4506

�� !

(2) �� !"�#$

(3) �� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123456789

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0&12345���� !"#$

�� !"#$%&'$()*$+,-./01/,23'$+45067,

�� !"#$%&'()*%&()+,-./01 2"3&456789 

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./

2 �� !"#�$%&

�� !"#�$%&'()*+,-.

2.1  �� !�"#

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01*234567'89!:;<!=>

�� !"#$%&'()*"# +,-)*#./012

1) As I got better, I began to add tricks, tossing the balls so that one went over the top of the

others, or under the others, or I bounced one off my head or elbow and still kept the pattern

going.

�� !"#$%& '()*+,-./0123/4567/#*8&9:

�� !"#$%&'()* +,'!-.%&/0.1234567!#8

�� 

2) Then five years later, when I was 21, my mother called me aside one day during the

Christmas season and said, “Dan, how would you like to juggle for the Salvation Army

dinner this year?”

�� !"#$21�� !"#$%&'()*+ ,-./*01234 5

��� !"#$%&'()*+,-.

�� !"#$%&'()*()+,-./*0123456789:;<"=>

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-#./01-&23456

3) Or there are murder dinner parties, at which groups of friends get together to solve a crime

over the dinner table, using specially prepared information about their character and their

whereabouts.

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01,2, �� !"#$%&'()*



43

Unit 1

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./

4) Forty-five minutes later I ended the performance

with my final word of advice to the children: “If

you want to succeed, at juggling or anything else,

you have to keep trying. You can do it. Just never

give up.”

45�� !"#$%&'()*+,"-./

�� !"#$%&'()*'+�,-./

�� !"#$%&'()*+,�-./"

�� !"#$%&'

2.2  �� !

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01/023#4%&',567*-89

��:

1) I like the somewhat mild story of a school teacher and a principal of a high school who are

concerned because some boys and girls have been seen kissing on the school playground.

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0(12(,3456789:;<=

�� ��!"#$ 

2) As one who has enjoyed humor since I first recognized it, I’ve made an attempt to explain

and discuss humor with students in such diverse cultures as Latin America and China.

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012�3456789:;<=&'>

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0(1)*+2304

3) First is the SETUP (or setting), next is the BODY (or story line), and these are followed

by the PUNCH LINE (an unexpected or surprise ending) which will make the joke funny

if it contains some humor.

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-"./ !%&0123)*456"78

�� !"#$%&'#()*+,-./01!2345 6*789:;1

�� !"#$%&

2.3  �� 

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0"123!"456078#9:;<#

�� !"#$ !%&'()$*+�� !,-./0"123

1) Letters still get sent to “221b Baker Street, London”, home of Sherlock Holmes, perhaps

the most famous fictional detective of all, asking for his help in solving a variety of

mysteries.

�� !"#�$%&'()*+,-./01234%5�*6789-:

221B�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123435678 
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3

Notes

3) On my first job as sports editor for the Montpelier (Ohio) Leader Enterprise, I didn’t get

a lot of fan mail, so I was intrigued by a letter that was dropped on my desk one morning.

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./.0123456789:$�;��

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123$+4%&516789'

Translation Practice
Directions: Translate the following passage into Chinese using the techniques mentioned above.

This elderly, unmarried English lady was between 65 and 70 years of age when she made her

first appearance in The Murder at the Vicarage in 1930. She appeared in twelve novels and twenty

short stories over a period of forty-one years�making her quite elderly by her last case!

In appearance, Miss Marple is a tall, thin woman with a pink, wrinkled face, pale blue eyes and

snowy white hair which she wears piled upon her head in an old-fashioned manner. Her harmless

appearance, meandering conversation and ever-present knitting needles often mislead people into

underestimating her as simply a “dithering old maid”. Those who really know her recognize that she

is a sharp observer of human nature with “an uncanny talent of being always right”.

Despite a lifetime spent in the seemingly dull St. Mary Mead, Miss Marple is quite worldly in

her recognition and acceptance that evil is all around us. As she often points out, her village and its

environs provide examples of every character trait and evil in human nature that can be found in

big cities. Thus, her method of detection consists in finding parallels between life and people in St.

Mary Mead and happenings in the outside world.

1) meander: be too long and have no purpose or structure �� !"

2) dither: keep being unable to make a final decision about something ��

3) uncanny: very strange and difficult to explain �� !"#$% 

Writing
Directions: Write a composition on either of the following topics. Use at least 6 words or phrases

in your composition from the list below.

1) My Favorite Pastime

2) How People Spend Their Leisure Time

relaxation take one’s mind away entertainment illusion

pursue definitely limited appeal to professional

entertaining laughter in advance require concert

alternative popularity attraction fashion universal

2


