Endearing animals

Introduction to the unit

\

« The topic of this unit is about animal stories.

 Animals play an important role in our lives. They are humans’ friends.
However, many animals are suffering from people’s maltreatment and
ignorance. The living conditions of wild animals are greatly damaged
by human activities. This unit is intended to arouse our awareness of
protecting those endearing animals around us.

- The Reading section tells us a moving story between a cat and a dog.
They two live in harmony and love and care about each other deeply.
This story may lead us into deep thinking of how humans should treat
people and animals around.

 The featured activities are in the Project and Extension sections. The
Project asks students to design posters for animal protection. The
Extension section provides an interesting story narrated by a cat. You
will learn what we human beings are like in a cat’s eyes.

 Language focus

Grammar: Gerunds and present participles

Vocabulary building: British and American English

Important words and phrases: curl up, dampen, declaw, diaper,
endearing, from head to toe, gain and grow, littermate, nuzzle, routine,
sole, starvation, stroke, trim, tuck, vet, whine
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Around the topic
1

Divide students into groups of four or five for the discussion. Read the instructions to the
whole class, and provide some background information if necessary. Encourage students to
express their own opinions. If there are conflicting opinions, you may ask them to debate. Make
your class as lively as possible.

pAMl Vocabulary

Give students a few minutes to do the exercise first. They may use dictionaries if necessary.
The most important point is that students should know that grown-up animals and baby animals
have different names. Below are the answers:

l.e 2.h 3.b 4.1 S5.g 6.d 7.¢ 8. a 9. f

RJ Listening and speaking

(1) Ask students to read the questions first. Then play the recording and encourage them to
take notes while listening.

(2) Ask students to compare their answers before you check the answers with the whole
class.

A.
Answers
Becky: a good friend of the speaker

Hazel: a pig adopted by the speaker

Harry: a pig adopted by Becky

B.

Answers

1. The unexpected birthday gift is a pig adopted in the name of the speaker.

2. She has floppy ears, and is very funny-looking, but in the most adorable way.
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3. Because they have strong determination to live. They would run away and hide once people
on the farm wanted to kill them for pork.
4. The farmers decided to find people to adopt the animals in their farm.

Scripts
I recently celebrated my 20th birthday, and one of the gifts I received was really

unexpected—a pig! Okay, I didn’t physically get a pig, but my wonderful friend Becky
sponsored a pig, Hazel, at Farm Sanctuary in my name. Also, she got another one named Harry
for her. It was such a wonderful gift. Anyway, this week I received my “adoption” packet about
Hazel, a floppy-eared pig. She is very funny-looking, but in the most adorable way.

Like other pigs, Hazel and Harry were destined to be killed for pork. But when it came to
that time, they would run away and hide. Harry and Hazel were not only friends, but creatures
with a desire of their own, namely the desire to hold onto their dignity and their lives. Because
of Hazel and Harry’s strong determination to live, these former farmers completely changed
their ideas. They decided to find people to adopt the animals in their farm. How inspiring is
that!

So, thanks to Becky for giving me such a wonderful gift and for helping Farm Sanctuary
to do its amazing work. And thank you, Hazel, for making such a huge difference in my life. I

hope I get to meet you soon.

Ask students to do the exercise first based on their knowledge and then have them compare
the answers with their partners. They may have a brief discussion. After they finish, you may
give them the answers.

Answers
l.c 2.a 3.f 4.b 5.g 6.¢ 7.d

Reading

1

Pre-reading tasks

Read the instructions as a class. Divide students into groups, and ask them to discuss the
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questions. Activate their knowledge and encourage them to share their opinions with each other.
Pick some volunteer students to answer these questions as representatives of their groups.

g2 Reading comprehension

A.
Ask students to read the text and put these sentences back into it. Remind them that they
should pay attention to the line of thought and the context.

Answers
l.c 2.¢e 3.a 4.b 5.d

B.

Students should read the text again while bearing the questions in mind. They may talk
about these questions in pairs. Check the answers with the whole class after they finish the
discussion.

Answers

1. She was very small, perhaps two ounces in weight, and every bone showed through her
paper-thin skin.

2. The author took Sammy home and gave her special care. She often carried her, wrapped in a
diaper, inside her pocket so Sammy would be warm and feel the movement outside.

3. Brandy followed the author everywhere, often nuzzling the pocket in which Sammy slept.
When Sammy was in the author’s lap for a feed, Brandy would stand there watching and
then wash her from tiny head to toe. Also, he put Sammy uder his chin to give her warmth.

4. Sammy’s behaviours were more like a dog than a cat. Sammy responded to her name as any
dog would. She came when called, and ran to the door with the dogs when someone came
in. She sat and begged for food as they did. She got along well with all the dogs, and played
with the newest puppies.

5. Because Sammy was reared by Brandy, and after Brandy’s death Sammy began to mother the
newborn pups.

C.

This exercise is designed to help students understand the implied meaning of some
sentences taken from the text. Ask them to understand these sentences according to their
contexts. Try to infer the intended purposes of the author.
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Answers

1. In the cat’s eyes, my son was her favourite person, and Brandy, the dog, was the one who
could protect her and was highly respected by her.

2. She knew how to show her care for the children and prevent hurting them by her claws and
nails. So I don’t have to declaw her though I trimmed her nails.

3. It is an unusual case that she could survive. It is something uncommon.

4. She would have died if there had not been this dog who took good care of her.

5. The cat was reared by the dog. Now the cat took care of the pups. This is a cycle of love. The
author was very happy to see this situation and thought it was a heart-warming event.

Language points

1. dampen v.
1) to make something slightly wet
e.g. Dampen the soil a little before you put the seeds in.
The rain had dampened the tent so we left it to dry in the afternoon sun.
2) to make feelings of excitement or enjoyment less strong.
e.g. Nothing will dampen her enthusiasm in promoting “green eating”.
2. declaw v. to remove the claws
e.g. The dog needs declawing, or it may hurt children.
Sometimes the pets don’t like declawing. We have to force them to do it.
3. diaper n. a piece of soft cloth or paper put between a baby’s legs and fastened around its
waist to hold liquid and solid waste
e.g. When the baby cries, you should check her diaper first to see if it is wet.
The baby was wearing a disposable diaper.
4. endearing adj. inspiring affection
e.g. Shyness is one of her most endearing qualities.
He had a boyish, slightly dreamy look that was very endearing.
5. littermate n. a member of a group of baby animals that a mother gives birth to at the same
time
e.g. This doggie is the strongest one among all his /ittermates.
6. nuzzle v. to gently rub or press your nose against someone to show you like them
e.g. The horses were nuzzling up against each other.
Evan leaned forward and began nuzzling her shoulder.
7. routine adj. regular; according to what is always habitually done
e.g. You mustn’t worry. These are just routine enquiries.
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Despite these problems, routine work is continuing.
8. sole adj. being the only one
e.g. The story was published with the sole purpose of selling newspapers.
He is the sole survivor of the crash.
9. starvation n. suffering or death caused by lack of food
e.g. Thirty million people die of starvation each year.
A global fall in the price of rice spread hardship and even starvation to many parts of
Asia.
10. stroke v. to move your hand gently over something
e.g. He reached out and stroked her cheek tenderly.
He lifted her face and stroked her hair from her eyes.
11. trim v. to make something neat or smooth by cutting away irregular parts
e.g. [ have my hair trimmed every six weeks.
Peter was trimming the lawn around the roses.
12. tuck v. to put something into a convenient narrow space
e.g. He tucked the newspaper under his arm and walked on.
She tucked an unruly lock of hair behind her ear.
13. vet n. someone who is trained to give medical care and treatment to sick animals
e.g. Could you call the ver and ask him to come to the farm? I’d like him to have a look at
one of the horses.
Jane’s taking her kitten to the vet.
14. whimper v. to make low crying sounds
e.g. The little dog whimpered when I tried to bathe it.
“It’s not my fault,” she whimpered.
15. whine v. to make a long high sad sound
e.g. “I don’t understand,” whined Rose.
He could hear the dog whining behind the door.

R Vocabulary and structure

Ask students to finish the exercises independently beforehand. Check their answers in
class. Give some explanations if necessary.

A.
Answers
1.h 2.a 3.¢ 4.d 5.1 6.g 7.b 8. ¢ 9.f 10.j
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B.

Answers

1. curled up 2. went by 3. carry on 4. responded to

5. from head to toe 6. To her surprise 7. gain and grow 8. In the last stage of

C.

Answers

1. People living in blocks of flats often complain about loneliness.

2. Letters posted before 5 p.m. should arrive the next day.

3. The train standing on Platform 5 is for London.

4. Firemen have rescued passengers trapped in the accident.

5. It took these workmen days to clear up the litter dropped by the crowds.
6. They live in a lovely house overlooking the River Thames.

4 (I

This writing task aims to encourage students to think about issues from two sides. There
have been a lot of debates about whether students should be allowed to keep pets in their
dormitories. Ask students to choose their side first, then present their reasons for doing so. You
may also leave the writing task as homework. Ask them to search more information on the
Internet about this issue. Check their work in the next class.

Language in use

| B Test your grammar

The aim of this section is to make students aware of the differences between gerunds and
present participles.

Answers

Gerunds: flying saucer ("Kit, B K1T4y), flying suit, sleeping-pills, the waiting room,
running track (P& ), working conditions, living standard

Present participles: sleeping baby, the waiting crowd, running water, the working personnel, a
living language
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Briefly explain the grammatical differences between gerunds and present participles

according to the notes. Then ask students to finish these exercises. Check their work when they
finish.

A.

Answers

1.
. repainting: gerund

O 0 3 N D bW

—
=]

Finding: gerund

. leading: present participle

. walking: gerund

. singing: gerund

. talking: present participle

. encouraging: present participle
. collecting: gerund

. Opening: present participle

. cooking: gerund

Answers
1. mentioning: gerund as an objective

2. hanging: present participle modifying “picture”

3. standing: present participle modifying “people”

4. stating: gerund as an objective

5. Lowering: gerund as a subjective

6. hiking: gerund as an attributive

7. flattering: present participle modifying “words”

8. cooking: gerund as a subjective

C.

Answers

1. thinking; not to leave 2. waiting 3. going 4. to type

5. to have already succeeded 6. crying 7. watering 8. sitting; talking
9. holding 10. Hearing
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R Vocabulary building: British and American English

Read the introduction to students and ask them to pay attention to the differences between
British English and American English. Give students a few minutes to finish the exercises first,
and then check their answers.

A.
Answers
British English American English
holiday subway
luggage vacation
motorway baggage
pants freeway
petrol shorts
pub gas
shop candy
sweets cab
taxi store
underground bar
B.
Answers
British English American English
autumn fall
cheque check
flat apartment
film movie
cupboard closet
dustbin garbage can
post mail
ground floor first floor
lift elevator
lorry truck

o
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Project

This project has two purposes. One is to enhance students’ awareness of animal protection.
The other is to tap students’ creativeness in designing posters. Read the instructions to students
and have them work in groups by following the steps.

Extension

B Comprehension—

Answers
The owners Descriptions
The first one No detailed description. Moved to another country, and gave the cat to

someone else.

The second one | He was good to the cat for a while. He wanted the cat to be calm and
quiet and not bother him. Whenever it did something he didn’t like, he’d
put cold water in the bath and throw it in there.

The third one Didn’t mind what the cat did. He never got angry even it did something
naughty. They had a lot of fun together.

The fourth one | The fourth owner is an old woman. She loves the cat very, very much.

She’s kind and gentle and gives it a lot of care and freedom.

9l Vocabulary check

l.c 2.a 3.¢ 4.f S.g 6.d 7.h 8.b 9.1

R Discussion

Ask students to choose one of the owners, and encourage them to make good use of their

imagination according to the description in the text. Remind them they should tell the story
from the first-person viewpoint. You may give them about ten minutes for group discussion.
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Culture tips

The same animal words may have different connotations in English and Chinese. This is
because they are closely related to the countries’ tradition and culture. China and the Western
countries are different in some cultural and traditional areas. People develop their different
senses and understandings of the same animal words over the long history.

Read the passage to students and give explanations if necessary. The passage only provides
a limited number of examples. You may ask students to search the library or the Internet to find
more examples and share their research results with the classmates.

Learning to learn

Role-play activity is a useful way to practise English. This part provides tips for doing this
activity. Ask students to read the tips and discuss in groups. They may express agreement or

disagreement on the listed points. Get the feedback from students in the end.
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