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Chapter 1
Land and History
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Chapter 1 Land and History

l. Geography

Stretching 4,500 kilometres from east to west and 2,500 kilometres from north to south, the
main land mass of the United States offers almost every variety of climate and physical feature.
Including the states of Alaska and Hawaii, the country covers an area of more than nine million
square kilometres, Hawaii lying in the Pacific 3,200 kilometres away from the mainland, and
Alaska 3,170 kilometres to the northwest. To understand some of its differences, let’s divide
the United States into six regions. Each region is distinctive from the others economically,

geographically, and, in some ways, culturally.

1.The Northeast

New York City is the largest city in the Northeast and the financial centre of the United States.
It was the welcoming port for most of the immigrants who saw, as they sailed into its harbour,
the immense Statue of Liberty holding high her torch of freedom. There is another major seaport

in the Northeast: Boston. Boston, 719 kilometres from Washington, D.C.', is the heart of New
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England' States. Along this narrow coastal strip from Washington, D.C. to Boston, more than 20
per cent of the population live in less than 2 per cent of the country’s land area. Washington, D.C.,

at the southern end of this string of cities, has little industry and no skyscrapers.

Look inland to Detroit, 1,000 kilometres northwest of New York City. Detroit was the
birthplace of mass production of motor cars and today it is the headquarters of the country’s car
manufacturers. On to Chicago, the second largest city in the US stretching for 47 kilometres
around the southwest shore of Lake Michigan. Chicago is a railway centre. It serves the Midwest
but is included in the Northeast regional division, because it is part of the network of northern

industrial and shipping centres.

2.The Central Basin

The gently sloping prairie land of the Central Basin was once the frontier to those who
crossed the Appalachian Mountains®. In Illinois there is a rich grassland. The fertile soil and long
hot summers with enough rain are a farmer’s dream. Farther north in Wisconsin and Minnesota, it

is cooler and moister.

3.The Southeast
Now look back across the Appalachian Mountains, south from Washington, D.C., into the
Southeast. From Virginia to Texas where there are mighty rivers, such as the Mississippi River,

Missouri River, Columbia River, and Ohio River, that used to flood huge areas, which are being

tamed with dikes and dams.

Los Angeles

1 New England: # 3t 2K, O LB ALFGLFHE, HERMFR, REKE, FRE,
B F A At B 5 AN,
2 Appalachian Mountains: FT &.4532 .4 Bk,
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Chapter 1 Land and History

4.The Great Plains

The Great Plains is where the rain gives out, about halfway across Texas and Oklahoma. From
here an imaginary line runs north and south almost through the middle of the US. It is called the 50-
centimetre rainfall line. Farmers called it the “disaster line” because those who have tried to farm to

the west, where rainfall drops below 50 centimetres a year, have suffered ruin in years of drought.

The weather in the Great Plains is harsh. The heat of the summer is scorching, and the winter
is freezing. The wind blows fiercely, with few hills or forests to stop it, from Montana on the
Canadian border to the state of Texas on the Mexican border. Water is precious. Its scarcity drove
the settlers on across the plains as far as they could go. Only the Native Americans knew how to
survive here. They captured the wild horses, descended from those that escaped from Spanish
explorers in the 16th century, and hunted buffaloes that provided them with most of their food,

clothing and tools.

5.The Mountains and Deserts

Like the Great Plains, the Mountains and Deserts region did not attract settlers at first. It was a
fearful area, to be crossed as quickly as possible to reach the Pacific coast. The Rocky Mountains
are the long backbone of this part of the North American continent—over 4,200 metres high and
560 kilometres wide in Utah and Colorado. Because of its unusual and varied natural beauty,
much of this mountain and desert region has been preserved unspoiled in national parks—such as
Yellowstone in Wyoming. There are few towns and they are far apart. The most successful settlers
here were a group of Mormons', who settled in the desert by an enormous salty inland sea and in
1847 established the Salt Lake City.

6.The Coastal Valleys

In the Coastal Valleys there is rich soil, abundant water and mild climate, which makes this
one of the richest farm areas in the US. All three Pacific coast states— Washington, California
and Oregon—face the Orient across the Pacific Ocean. Los Angeles is one of the world’s largest
metropolitan areas: 117,000 hectares. And nearby Hollywood is where motion pictures and many
television shows are made. There are three major ports in the region, including the ports of San
Francisco, Portland and Seattle, with San Francisco Bay being one of the world’s finest land-

locked harbours.

Il. The Population and Immigration
The first American settlers, beginning more than 20,000 years ago, were tribal people
1 Mormon: B[4, ZHRE EFA—RHNBE T EHL LABAGNZAN, RAFIT—
X EEH, BRER,
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wandering from continent to continent: hunters and families following animal herds from Asia
to America, across a land bridge where the Bering Strait' is today. When Christopher Columbus’
“discovered” the New World in 1492, about 1.5 million Native Americans lived in what is
now continental United States. Mistaking the place for the Indies, Columbus called the Native
Americans “Indians”. The continent was, incidentally, named after a later Italian explorer,
Amerigo Vespucci, who, arriving in Brazil in 1499, believed the place was a new land. He

promoted himself so well that he got his name attached to the new continent.

During the next 200 years, people from
several European countries crossed the
Atlantic Ocean to explore America, and
set up trading posts and colonies. Native
Americans suffered greatly from the

European exploration and colonization.

The English were the dominant ethnic
group among early settlers, and English
became the prevalent American language.
But people of other nationalities were
not long in following. In 1776 Thomas

Paine’, a spokesman for the revolutionary

cause in the colonies and himself a native

An Indian American singer

of England, wrote that “Europe, and not
England, is the parent country of America.” These words described the settlers who came not only
from Great Britain, but also from other European countries, including Spain, Portugal, France,
Holland, Germany, and Sweden. Nonetheless, in 1780 three out of every four Americans were of

English or Irish descent.

Between 1840 and 1860, the United States received a great wave of immigrants. In Europe
as a whole, famine, poor harvests, rising population and political unrest caused an estimated five
million people to leave their homelands each year. During the late 19th century, so many people
were entering the United States that the government operated a special port of entry on Ellis
Island in the Harbour of New York City. It is now preserved as part of Statue of Liberty National

Monument.

Among the flood of immigrants to North America, one group came unwillingly. These were

Africans, 500,000 of whom were brought over as slaves between 1619 and 1808, when importing

1 Bering Strait: & 4%k, A LM KA igfede £ KIEGILHZ N, EERKFERKFHE,
2 Christopher Columbus: # 2 A4t - A (1451—1506), & kA h A BIEF AR, F RS

KA,
3 Thomas Paine: # 7 &2 (1737—1809), A£EM TR F T & Ay £ MH-F (FIR) &
B EFBAMRFETE,
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slaves into the United States became illegal. The practice of owning slaves continued, especially
in the South, where many labourers were needed to work the fields. The process of ending
slavery began in April 1861 with the outbreak of the American Civil War between the free states
of the North and the slave states of the South. On January 1, 1863, President Abraham Lincoln'
issued the Emancipation Proclamation”, which abolished slavery in those southern slave states.
Slavery was abolished throughout the United States with the passage of the 13th Amendment to

the country’s Constitution in 1865.

Even after the end of slavery, American blacks were hampered by segregation and inferior
education. In the late 1950s and early 1960s, African Americans, led by Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.’, used boycotts, marches, and other forms of nonviolent protest to demand equal
treatment under the law and an end to racial prejudice. In 1964, the US Congress passed
laws prohibiting discrimination in voting, education, employment, housing, and public

accommodations.

Today, African Americans constitute 12.7 per cent of the total US population. In recent
decades blacks have made great strides, and the black middle class has grown substantially. In
any case, perhaps, the greatest change in the past decades has been in the attitudes of America’s
white citizens. Younger Americans in particular exhibit a new respect for all races, and there is an

increasing acceptance of blacks by whites in all walks of life and social situations.

It is also quite common to walk down the streets of an American city today and hear Spanish
spoken. Today, there are about 27 million Spanish-speaking residents, who are now called

Hispanics. About 50 per cent of Hispanics in the United States have origins in Mexico.

Today, Asian Americans are one of the fastest-growing ethnic groups in the country. About 10
million people of Asian descent live in the United States. They come from a variety of countries,

including China, Japan, the Republic of Korea, Vietnam, and the Philippines.

The steady stream of people coming to America has had a profound effect on the American
character. The American people are famous for being independent and optimistic, and freedom-
loving. Immigrants also enrich American communities by bringing aspects of their native cultures
with them. For example, Chinese Americans celebrate their traditional Spring Festival with street

fairs and other festivities. And ethnic restaurants can be found in many American cities.

1 Abraham Lincoln: E1g4s%F - #4kF (1809—1865), £H % 16 4+ %4 (1861—1865), HAet AL,
1861 F L B4/, BEALKEIREL, A THYLAEBNLE—, MERRAXSEZ G,
M (L FE) fo (BKZT TN, BAFARAGBEF], KB E 5 AEELBMATE,

2 Emancipation Proclamation: {27453 ), @&k &0, HLMEF - HEFELET 1863 F1 A 1
A 6944, AL AR ARERGIEMNERE, SHITH ZIGEF A Y, B dH3RKR
M B0 A ABFRB IR, EE T EFR EFABBALTIE, BCA HE#T L2EE
B A& EAGE ), MFEH 1865 F, Bl s 13 FBETELATEXBRGAIGERE, A
EELEHR T BAARRAL,

3 Martin Luther King, Jr.: BT - %&4& - & (1929—1968), 20 % 50—60 5K £ B RAUE 3 B AAR
FA, RRERNAFXEGAMEE L FH IS, T 1968 FHMEF,

—‘ M .indd 7 $ 2010.9.19 4:16:51 PM ’7



| T —&— (T

W FH indd 8

REEFRAI=5XIL

lll. History

1.The origin and the colonial period

Just when America was discovered by the human race is a large puzzle. But scholars around
the world are convinced that the first American settlers arrived in this continent more than 20,000
years ago, from Asia to America, across a narrow land strip where the Bering Strait is today.
Later they developed their own cultures and societies on the continent. Some lived in permanent
settlements, and others still wandered. In short, there
was a great diversity of tribal nations, speaking over
five hundred languages. The tribal people were later
what we call Indians because Christopher Columbus
mistakenly thought he had arrived in the country
where the people of India lived. So for at least
150 centuries, the Indians’ way of life meant “the

American way of life”.

It is widely believed that the first Europeans to
reach North America were Vikings from Iceland,
led by Leif Ericsson' about the year 1000. But the
Vikings failed to establish a permanent settlement and
soon lost contact with the new continent. In 1492,
acting on behalf of the Spanish crown in search of
shorter routes between East and West, the Italian
navigator Christopher Columbus sailed west from
Europe and landed on one of Bahaman Islands in the

Caribbean Sea.

Among those who were eager to set their feet
on the new Continent, the British seemed to gain
an upper hand. In fact, the first successful English
colony was founded at Jamestown, Virginia, in 1607.

A few years later, English Puritans® came to America

{ [ A \v';;‘\_\—
Monument of Christopher
Columbus, Barcelona, Spain

in the Mayflower to escape religious persecution. In
1620, the Puritans founded Plymouth Colony which

later became Massachusetts.

1 Leif Ericsson: 2 % - 3% 2 #dy, 10—11 2 0MBAAEIELE, CEIBEEAMIZEN, Bt
FEEBEFEEF S,

2 Puritan: FH bk, FHIELRA—AZTHHEL, LE—ANELLE, TRELTHAN, 5
FAT, REHERZHEET X,
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In New England the Puritans hoped to build a “city upon a hill”’—an ideal community'. They
believed that government should enforce God’s morality. In spite of their own quest for religious
freedom, the Puritans practiced a form of intolerant moralism. In 1636 an English clergyman
named Roger Williams® left Massachusetts and founded the colony of Rhode Island, based on
the principles of religious freedom and separation of church and state, two ideals that were later

adopted by writers of the US Constitution.

Colonists arrived from other European countries, but the English were far better established in
America. By 1733 there were 13 British colonies along the Atlantic Coast, from New Hampshire
in the North to Georgia in the South.

2.The War of Independence

England and its colonies were soon in conflict. The mother country imposed new taxes, in
part to share the cost of fighting a war against France, and expected Americans to lodge British
soldiers in their homes. The colonists resented the taxes and would not allow the soldiers to

stay in their homes. The slogan behind which the colonists rallied was “No taxation without
representation.”

All the taxes, except one on tea, were later removed, but in 1773 a group of patriots responded
by staging the Boston Tea Party”. Disguised as Indians, they boarded British merchant ships
and dumped 342 boxes of tea into Boston harbour. This provoked a harsh reaction from the
British Parliament. Colonial leaders convened the First Continental Congress in 1774 to discuss
the colonies’ opposition to British rule. War broke out on April 19, 1775, when British soldiers
confronted colonial rebels in Lexington, Massachusetts. On July 4, 1776, the second Continental

Congress adopted a Declaration of Independence’ drafted by some of the country’s founding

I AHELFHELY LRI HEARL, AL, REABR—FAE, AVRMNERZA
HA—AME KRR, BAE B,

2 Roger Williams: ¥ A& - g Jk#r (16037 —1683), RMADLFZEME ALK, AT ELRTHAY
Fo B M BHREAFTHHMAT R NN, BRAMET T FREARN, AERNT FHAE KAIK
o E,

3 “No taxation without representation.” : “XH KA AA,” E— 2 FRA L0 £ 578 RAA
RREREIEBZEEN R T ENIOERE, FEREAR, BFAHE R KE REKAEANFEER
2L R A NANR,

4 Boston Tea Party: JE# A%, 1773 F 12 A, fflFARGGEANSGETBEIANKE, LA/ “KE
AR A F AT,

5 Declaration of Independence: {f: =85 ), &5 A THEFX M ARE A GH & o) RIKAA A4
ARAH, APRTHEEINGMHTH, RELATPEFLE BABRRMLEEZD AN “Ad
Felh S0 E K7,
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fathers, including Thomas Jefferson', Benjamin Franklin’, and John Adams’. It announced that
the 13 American colonies then at war with Great Britain were now independent states, and thus
no longer a part of the British Empire. The Declaration justified the independence of the United
States by listing colonial grievances against King George III, and by asserting certain natural
rights, including a right of revolution. The most famous version of the Declaration is now on

display at the National Archives in Washington, D.C.

At first the Revolutionary War went badly for the Americans. The American army, led by
George Washington®, was outnumbered by the British Army. The turning point came in 1777
when American soldiers defeated the British Army at Saratoga, New York. Following the
Americans’ victory at Saratoga, France and America signed treaties of alliance, and France
provided the Americans with troops and warships. The last major battle of the American
Revolution took place at Yorktown, Virginia, in 1781. A combined force of American and French
troops surrounded the British and forced their surrender. The war officially ended with the Treaty

of Paris in 1783, by which England recognized American Independence.

Americans created a government based on the US Constitution.” In essence, the Constitution
lessened Americans’ fear of excessive central power by dividing government into three
branches—Ilegislative (Congress), executive (the president and the federal agencies), and judicial
(the federal courts)—and by including 10 amendments known as the Bill of Rights to safeguard

individual liberties.

3.The Civil War

In the first quarter of the 19th century, the young nation was entangled in a contradiction. The
one evil social institution that ran counter to the statement in the Declaration of Independence,
“all men are created equal,” was slavery, which enslaved 1.5 million African-Americans at the
time. The question of slavery became the focus of political debates, and two compromises were

reached in 1820 and 1850. But the issue of slavery continued.

I Thomas Jefferson: & % 37 - & #FE @ (1743—1826), £ H % =4+ ¥4 (1801—1809), % —k k
AR R, FERE (RELFTY), TRKELARIAY, FHMK, 1 —-AMRL
kA, RAAERME, KEBBHXTHE DM LARK (1803), K3 TAe)RE ZHXF
(1801—1805), e XA —{z 8 &R, FIHZERZF ZAZRAITF, AAXTERFFER, %
FEAPT T REKRE,

2 Benjamin Franklin: AA&BA - & 2 %4k (1706—1790), £EFEALWZ —, HEEXA4FE, K
Hk¥F (LT F),

3 John Adams: #9%- T %7 (1735—1826), £E % =+ %% (1797—1801), A bk ¥ (ki
Y, Admdl EAN,

4 George Washington: 77 - % & (1732—1799), £ EH % — 4 £ 4 (1789—1797), % — 4

/%mb/\w&ﬁ MF £ R FOREE LS (1775—1781), ZHFRHELR

(1787) B R IEIREE, Bk A B4 (1789), HALF A,
5 1787 F£EH R BAEE, 7’31‘75;1:%%' %%ﬂ}]iﬂi? CEM LT BAORET RN, A
T FRANABF| FAAZI, XHZT 10 & (BAEED,
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After Abraham Lincoln, an abolitionist of slavery, was elected president in 1860, 11 states
proclaimed they had left the Union and formed an independent nation, the Confederate States of

America. The American Civil War began.

The Confederate Army did well in the early part of the war, and some of its commanders,
especially General Robert E. Lee', were brilliant tacticians. But the Union had superior manpower
and resources to draw upon. In the summer of 1863 at Gettysburg’, the two armies fought the
bloodiest battle on American soil. After three days of desperate fighting, the Confederates
were defeated, and forced to retreat to Virginia. At the same time, on the Mississippi River,
Union General Ulysses S. Grant® took control of the entire Mississippi Valley, thus splitting
the Confederacy into two. Two years later, after a long campaign known as the Wilderness

Campaign®, the Union forces crushed the Confederates.

The Civil War was a most tragic episode in American history. But it resolved two matters that
had troubled Americans since 1776. It put an end to slavery, and it decided that the country was
not a collection of semi-independent states but an indivisible whole. Moreover, the war paved the

road for the development of American capitalism.

4.The late 19th century

Within a few years after the end of the Civil War, the United States became a leading
industrial power, and shrewd businessmen made great fortunes. The first transcontinental railroad
was completed in 1869; by 1900 the United States had more rail mileage than all of Europe. The
petroleum industry prospered, and John D. Rockefeller’ of the Standard Oil Company became one
of the richest men in America. Andrew Carnegie’, who started out as a poor Scottish immigrant,
built a vast empire of steel mills. An electrical industry flourished as Americans made use of a

series of inventions: the telephone, the light bulb, the phonograph, and motion pictures.

Despite the signs of prosperity, up to half of all industrial workers still lived in poverty. New
York City, San Francisco, Boston, and Chicago could be proud of their museums, universities,
and public libraries—and ashamed of their slums. The prevailing economic dogma of the time

was laissez-faire’: let the government interfere with commerce as little as possible.

1 Robert E.Lee: ¥1a4% -E. &= (1807—1870), £E A &M d 75 F LI,

2 Gettysburg: HRAE, 1863 F7 A, £Bdé. LFZENANE J EF RN G DIRE B ERE
FRAK, RAREREF, BRIMERILRAN A RN TR L,

3 Ulysses S. Grant: A& - S. #& 245 (1822—1885), £EH % 18 /&84 (1869—1877), A=t
A, MR IERRIRE B8 4,

4 Wilderness Campaign: 7 /& 4%,

5 John D. Rockefeller: #33f - D. & % 3% (1839—1937), £E & £ IEHUHAGIIEA, 4] /K % 1K
£F GiwE),

6 Andrew Carnegie: “{&% - F R & (1835—1919), £EME L LR, £ FHAE&2L,

7 laissez-faire: kB k&, &EH A AE, LAFHFN L3 LB RO AT B8R,
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5.The United States in the 20th century

At the end of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th century, the evils of capitalism
began to become evident. In response to the cruel exploitation of the monopoly capitalists, the
workers began to get organized and to strike for higher wages, shorter work days and better
working conditions. Some fierce battles between capital and labour and bloody suppression of
the government took place. At the same time, the Progressive Movement' arose to reform society.
Politically, this movement was a sign of resistance on the part of the middle class against the

monopoly capitalists, against the coalition of money and power.

Social workers went into the slums to establish settlement houses, which provided the poor
with health services and recreation. In the cities, reform politicians fought corruption, regulated
public transportation, and built municipally owned facilities. States passed laws restricting child

labour, limiting workdays, and providing compensation for injured workers.

When World War I broke out in Europe in 1914, President Woodrow Wilson® urged a policy
of strict American neutrality. In 1917, Germany’s declaration of unrestricted submarine warfare
forced America to enter the war. But a full year passed before the US Army was trained and
ready to make a significant contribution to the war effort. By the fall of 1918, Germany’s position
had become hopeless. In October, Germany asked for peace, and an armistice was declared on
November 11. In 1919 Wilson himself went to Versailles to help draft the peace treaty. Although
he was cheered by crowds in the Allied capitals, at home his international outlook was less
popular. His idea of a League of Nations’ was included in the Treaty of Versailles®, but the US

Senate did not ratify the treaty, and the United States did not participate in the League.

The 1920s were an extraordinary and confusing time to Americans, when hedonism’ coexisted
with puritanical conservatism. It was the age of Prohibition: in 1920 a constitutional amendment
outlawed the sale of alcoholic beverages. Yet drinkers easily evaded the law in thousands of
“speakeasies™, and gangsters made illicit fortunes in liquors. It was also the Roaring Twenties’,
the age of Jazz and spectacular silent movies. The Ku Klux Klan®, a racist organization born

in the South after the Civil War, attracted new followers and terrorized blacks, Catholics, Jews

1 Progressive Movement: # % ¥ Xi&3), 20 MMM EBEN A T E#FH—KALKEIEF,
KENTKIEHER I ENESL, BB T RS Bf B,

2 Woodrow Wilson: {&4& % - g /R (1856—1924), £ % 284+ 5.4 (1913—1921), R I FA,
MFEBRAME R ERRK, KRLZREEFALARBEL, R “ToOL f-FR4m, 22
HTEREAXAIAE (LERFY), £EBRLHFHLT A THHE XL ETZI,

3 League of Nations: HIRIEH, HF— k¥ RAKKEHRIE (LRELFY) 2o BIRML, S4ASE

R FeF,

Treaty of Versailles: { LR K& 49), M TERG—AFFEM, 487 REWERES.

hedonism: F & £ 3L,

speakeasy: £ E{Z4&, 574 1920 % 1933 5FJa) 2 8 K3 A T~ ik 5 AT I 69 B 08,

the Roaring Twenties: 4§ % —K#R K )5 £ B 5% L0149 20 #4220 F4X.,

KuKlux Klan: =K%, £EdRFLERERLITh 7O AMELIMBHELR, ERITH

), 8 EFZAF Y IHRE,
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and immigrants. For big business, the 1920s were golden years. The United States was now a
consumer society, with booming markets for radios, home appliances, synthetic textiles, and

plastics.

But the superficial prosperity masked deep problems. With profits soaring and interest rates
low, plenty of money was available for investment. Much of it, however, went into reckless
speculation in the stock market. The bubble burst in 1929. The stock market crashed, triggering

the Great Depression'.

By 1932 thousands of American banks and businesses had failed. Industrial production
was cut in half, wages had decreased by 60 per cent, and one out of every four workers was
unemployed. That year Franklin D. Roosevelt” was elected president on the platform of “a New
Deal’ for the American people”. Within three months Roosevelt had rushed through Congress a
great number of laws to help the economy recover. Roosevelt’s New Deal programmes did not
end the Depression. Although the economy improved, full recovery had to await the defence
buildup after America’s entry into World War II.

Again neutrality was the initial American response to the outbreak of the war first in China
in 1937 and in Europe in 1939. But the bombing of Pearl Harbour naval base in Hawaii by the
Japanese in December 1941 brought the United States into the war.* American, British, and
Soviet war planners agreed to concentrate on defeating Germany first. British and American
forces landed in North Africa in November 1942, proceeded to Italy in 1943, and liberated
Rome on June 4, 1944. Two days later—D-Day’—allied forces landed in Normandy. Paris
was liberated on August 24, and by September American units had crossed the German border.
The Germans finally surrendered on May 5, 1945. The war against Japan came to a swift end
in August of 1945, when President Harry Truman ordered the use of atomic bombs against the

cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and Soviet Red Army entered China’s Northeast.’

A new international organization, the United Nations, came into being after the war, and the
United States became one of its founding members. Soon tensions developed between the United
States and its wartime ally, the Soviet Union. The Cold War began.

From 1945 until 1970 the United States enjoyed a long period of economic growth,

interrupted only by mild and brief recessions. For the first time the majority of Americans

1 Great Depression: X # &, 45 1929—%5 1939 F % A F £ BA LB K2 F %iE,

2 Franklin D. Roosevelt: & 2 %4k - D. ¥ #7148 (1882—1945), £E % 32454 (1933—1945), R %
TA, HAERRBERTHA, F kR KERB LS NE TR ERMBHEAA S & RTE,

3 New Deal: ##, 1933 SF£E 54 F @M BE ALK L= 02 FEHm KI5 R4,
HHOB ATA A MBERAALZFAELEHGRA DT TR, HIRXENGNEE,A,

4 1941 12 A 78, BAMINRES %A, SRTE£ARZELNELEFRZ, 12A88, £8
FHEK, 12 A 11 B, £E3H/&T K, 2@ 5N H KR KK,

5 D-Day: % —k#RAXKPAEAZEARFIEHLNATF, BP 19456 A 61,

6 KTk KEHHEA, BIARHT, BENELETH D ABZHRFHR, 194558768,
PR TRAET BEE, = X6 X—8R TFRAKEE,
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enjoyed a comfortable standard of living. In 1960, 55 per cent of all households owned washing
machines, 77 per cent owned cars, 90 per cent had television sets, and nearly all had refrigerators.

At the same time, the nation was moving slowly to establish racial justice.

In 1960 John F. Kennedy' was elected president. Young and energetic, he promised to “get
the country moving again” after the eight-year presidency of Dwight D. Eisenhower”. In October
1962, Kennedy was faced with the most dramatic crisis of the Cold War—the Cuban Missile
Crisis. The Soviet Union was found installing nuclear missiles in Cuba. Kennedy imposed a
naval blockade on the island. Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev® ultimately agreed to remove the
missiles. In science and technology, President Kennedy also promised to surpass the Soviet." He
promised that Americans would walk on the moon before the decade was over. This promise was

fulfilled in July, 1969, when the spacecraft Apollo 11 landed on the moon.

Kennedy’s successor, Lyndon B. Johnson’, managed to push through Congress a number
of new laws establishing social programmes. In 1964, Congress passed the Revenue Act of
1964 and the Economic Opportunity Act. Johnson’s “War on Poverty”® included food stamps’,
preschool education for poor children, vocational training for dropouts from school, community
service for slum youths, and Medicare and Medicaid®, which still exist today. During his six years
in office, Johnson became preoccupied with the Vietnam War.” Although politicians tended to
view the war as part of a necessary effort to check communism on all fronts, a growing number
of Americans saw no vital American interest in fighting in Vietnam. Demonstrations protesting
American involvement broke out on college campuses, and there were violent clashes between
students and police. Antiwar sentiment spilled over into a wide range of protest against injustice

and discrimination.

Disappointed by his increasing unpopularity, Johnson decided not to run for reelection.

1 John F. Kennedy: #24-F F Rid (1917—1963), £E % 354 54 (1961—1963), K. I it A,
1963 5 43 5t i A M R A2 47 38 4] & T,

2 Dwight D. Eisenhower: f&174% - D. LA 2B R (1890—1969), £ % 34 £ 54 (1953—1961),
Fhet A, ZEZEH, FoRERKEMEERN AT R G 5 4,

3 Nikita Khrushchev: % - k&8 X (1894—1971), #HEAFREFHER. HFEFRE—BT,
HEKANER,

4 1961 4 A, FBEFMAZAAKRT, RAFBRAMRBER L, EAFTRBXNER, &
EAENFEHRKEFER,

5 Lyndon B. Johnson: #k & - B. ##y#k (1908—1973), £ B % 36 /& &4 (1963—1969), K, £ 5t
A, BbET “hRAAAT RERL, BiEAd XS A0 R AR IS,

6 “War on Poverty”: “@ ® B Z¥”, 20 #% 60 FX & £ B 438 BUF 3L 69422 3 41 %], 1965
F1AEXF4%Ek, LEEORAHGRARAAR, ARXBAGILERBEFAHET, ARFHFFR
R IED F

7 food stamp: Amd, JUMAMKTRAEFFELELLE/GTEIYT PFE,

8 Medicare and Medicaid: F§EEAFBIFRALEGESF KRG, WAL TEAEFBY, EHaATAEES
Fefk LA A 2

9 20 #4250 FREEFIEENEH KRS, 1965 F LB 2 EMNAAH A K, AdHKFE£E—2E
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Richard Nixon' was elected president in 1968. He pursued a policy of Vietnamization, gradually
replacing American soldiers with Vietnamese. In 1973 he signed a peace treaty with North
Vietnam and brought American soldiers home. Nixon achieved another diplomatic breakthrough:
re-establishing diplomatic relations with the People’s Republic of China. In 1972 he easily won

re-election.

During that presidential campaign, however, five men were arrested for breaking into the
Democratic Party headquarters at the Watergate office building in Washington, D.C. Journalists
investigating the incident discovered that the five burglars had been employed by Nixon’s re-
election committee. The White House made matters worse by trying to conceal its connection
with the break-in. Eventually, tape recordings made by the president himself revealed that he had
been involved in the cover-up. By the summer of 1974, it was clear that Congress was about to
impeach and convict him. On August 9, Richard Nixon became the only president in American

history to resign from office.

In 1980, Republican Ronald Reagan® was elected president. Whatever their attitudes towards
Reagan’s policies, most Americans credited him with a capacity for instilling pride in their
country and a sense of optimism about the future. If there was a central theme to his domestic
policies, it was that the federal government had become too big and federal taxes too high.
Despite a growing federal budget deficit, in 1983 the US economy entered into one of the longest

periods of sustained growth since World War II.

Reagan’s successor, Republican George Bush’, became president in 1989, and benefited from
Reagan’s popularity and continued many of his policies. When Iraq invaded oil-rich Kuwait in
1990, Bush put together a multinational coalition that expelled Iraqi troops from Kuwait early in
1991.

By 1992, however, the American electorate had become restless again. Voters elected Bill
Clinton*, a Democrat, president. During Clinton’s eight years in the White House, economy was
his priority. He enforced tax reduction and cut federal expenditures. Riding on the wave of the

development of the IT industry, American economy boomed in the 1990s.

In 1998, as a result of issues surrounding personal indiscretions with a young woman—a

White House intern, Clinton was the second US president to be impeached by the House of

1 Richard Nixon: 2 && - Redr (1913—1994), £E % 37454 (1969—1974), EAg A, B
KITF Ak #57,

2 Ronald Reagan: ¥ #4f& - 24 (1911—2004), £ % 40 4= .4 (1981—1989), sAeiv A, 4T
BALK R, KFEBCEEF, R ZHRKAR], AEATHIFELER,

3 George Bush: A& - Aft (1924— ), XMREHF, £EF 41454 (1989—1993), HAe it
AN, EHERERBELOB XM, BFEBRELIMAE, FRFRAHK, Fhit ZRNINEL, A
m%@kwT@%&% FARIF R A T 4 BJG HR g By 4,

4 Bill Clinton: JoA - SeAR# (1946— ), £E# 424584 (1993—2001), REXA, AFTH &
MMK, REAL =BG AN EL, RERME, LEZFITRT Tlﬁﬂ&ﬁi@iﬁé’m% F &S
BT U2AR, GARAK L, Wil mE L, i BhnsxiEss,

15

—‘ FzM.indd 15 $ 2010.9.19 4:16:54 PM ’7



| T T —&— (T

REERAES5XIL

Representatives. He was tried in the Senate and found not guilty of the charges brought against
him. He apologized to the nation for his actions and continued to have unprecedented popular

approval ratings for his job as president.

In international affairs, with the disintegration of the Soviet Union, the United States became
the only superpower in the world. American global strategy was to maintain American dominance
of the world as long as possible and not to allow the emergence of a power that would challenge

American dominance in the world or in regions that are crucial to American interests.

6.The United States in the new millennium
By the time Clinton left office in early 2001, the American economy had kept growing for 112

successive months. The majority of Americans enjoyed material comfort.

In a close and controversial election, George W. Bush' was elected president in 2000 as the
Republican candidate, defeating then vice-president Al Gore”. George W. Bush, former Governor
of Texas, and eldest son of President George H. W. Bush, served as the 43rd president of the
United States from 2001 to 2008.

Eight months into Bush’s first term as president, on
September 11, 20017, terrorist attacks occurred. In response,
Bush announced a global War on Terrorism, ordered an
invasion of Afghanistan that same year and an invasion of
Iraq in 2003. However, many observers were also disturbed
by Bush’s pursuit of unilateralism in handling international
affairs. Domestically, Bush signed into law broad tax cuts, the
Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act®, and Medicare prescription
drug benefits for seniors. His tenure saw national debates on

immigration and social security.

Bush successfully ran for re-election against Democratic

The first World Trade Centre
Tower begins to implode.

Senator John Kerry’ in 2004, garnering 50.7 per cent of the

1 George W. Bush: #73& - W. it (1946— ), SARIAA, £E % 434454 (2001—2008), #+
Fasg A, AL EHMMK, 9117 BHEEFHZE, AT E2F LA KHE, FhiEs s
HREABBRE, ABEANTHMETREFFLELKRS,

2 AlGore: /- %R (1948— ), £E$ 4528 5%, REIFA, FLIEAE,

3 90-117 A £EFH, 2000 5, £EARNEIA 11 B EF (GFHBEIA L BKE), &
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4 Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act: {35 LA E), FAERMAR EEN—RE 22 LH G693
A, 2003 FEXAK, 2007 FEARSELREHR A EBEEZEXEFRK,
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popular vote to his opponent’s 48.3 per cent. After his re-election, Bush received increasingly heated
criticism from the general public. In 2005, the Bush administration faced strong and widespread
criticism over its handling of Hurricane Katrina'. In December 2007, the United States entered its
most serious post-World War II recession. This prompted the Bush administration to take more direct
control of the economy, enacting multiple economic programmes to preserve the country’s financial
system. Though Bush was popular within the US for much of his first term, his popularity declined
sharply during his second term.

7.The Obama government

On February 10, 2007, a young Democrat named Barack Hussein Obama II’ announced his
candidacy for president of the United States. A former Chicago community organizer and civil
rights attorney, Mr. Obama emphasized the issues of rapidly ending the Iraq War, increasing
energy independence and providing universal healthcare throughout the campaign. After a close
campaign in the 2008 Democratic Party presidential primaries against Hillary Clinton’, he won
his party’s nomination. In the 2008 general election, he defeated Republican nominee John
McCain and was inaugurated as the 44th president, with Joe Biden® as vice-president, on January
20, 2009. He is the first African American to hold the office. In his first few days in office Obama
issued executive orders and signed into law several seminal bills concerning labour, public health,

and environment.

Domestic policy
The first bill signed into law by Obama was the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009°, relaxing

the statute of limitations for equal-pay lawsuits. Five days later, he signed the reauthorization of

1 Hurricane Katrina: “-F4% 248~ RLK, 2003 5+ 8 A 29 B # &, MR VLA I 233 N\ 2 69k &
AEBRERFELANTLRRINEA LG HLTEERANGEEMN—B LI, FHHL
W, BT EAN, TEEEHN | LB TN Fm 8GN EREKHARFM ZHE, RBERE
LEAFAFAOHRTR T, B EAKKL109AZ S, HEIRLBATHEFR2FWEKETRT I
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2 Barack Hussein Obama II: E4s % - E K E - L@ L — (1961— ), £8 F 44 1+ ¥4, 2008 F
NNAKXKZFEFUREFRENTFELENE LR, LRV EBHL L ARENFELERBALL (LED
ZARFRLEA, EHEREBGA),

3 Hillary Clinton: #432 - 24 (1947— ) \AAEE£BEE W, £EATEEAMMEAA, THRM
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the State Children’s Health Insurance Programme (SCHIP)'
to cover an additional four million children currently

uninsured.

On May 26, 2009, President Obama nominated Sonia
Sotomayor’, a former Federal district judge to the US District
Court for the Southern District of New York. Ms. Sotomayor

became the first Hispanic to be a Supreme Court Justice.

On September 30, 2009, the Obama administration
proposed new regulations on power plants, factories and oil
refineries in an attempt to limit greenhouse gas emissions

and to curb global warming.

Economic management Sonia Sotomayor is sworn in before
On February 17, 2009, Obama signed into law the the Senate Judiciary Committee

at the start of her confirmation
hearings on Capitol Hill in

billion economic stimulus package aimed at helping the Washington on July 13, 2009.

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009°, a $787

economy recover from the deepening worldwide recession.

The act includes increased federal spending for healthcare, infrastructure, education, various tax
breaks and incentives, and direct assistance to individuals, which is being distributed over the
course of several years. In June 2009, unsatisfied with the pace of economic stimulus investment,
Obama called on his cabinet to accelerate the spending. Along with spending and loan guarantees
from the US Federal Reserve' and the US Treasury Department’, about $11.5 trillion had been
authorized by the Bush and Obama administrations, with $2.7 trillion actually spent by the end of
June 2009.

In the third quarter of 2009, the US economy expanded at a 2.8 per cent annual pace. Obama
has claimed that the stimulus package helped stop the economic downturn. Most economists
agreed that the stimulus package did help create economic growth. However, unemployment

continued to rise to 10.1 per cent (the highest in 26 years).

1 State Children’s Health Insurance Programme (SCHIP): { £ E B ¥ )L & E 57 42 1X]), 245 £HIK
FEAAETAEMNREILERERGERH INANEETES, ZADHLEBES LARSFFREE,
FRATHAEMETFUARRETRAEMEETREYILE,

2 Sonia Sotomayor: HIRIE - FieMER (1954— ), £ERSGEHEKEET, 2009 F L ED EL
REG, RABLEPRERSEEREENEIETHFLBA,

3 American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009: 2009 5 £ B4 % £ 7 5 BT EE), 5HF
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5 US Treasury Department: £ B #3, LM KA 24845,
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Foreign policy

In February and March, 2009, Vice President Joe Biden and Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
made separate overseas trips to announce a “new era” in US foreign relations with Russia and
Europe, using the terms “break™ and “reset” to signal major changes from the policies of the
preceding administration. Obama’s granting of his first television interview as president to an

Arabic cable network, Al Arabiya', was seen as an attempt to reach out to Arab leaders.

On March 19, Obama continued his outreach to the Muslim world, releasing a New Year’s
video message to the people and government of Iran. In April, Obama gave a speech in Ankara,
Turkey, which was well received by many Arab governments. On June 4, 2009, Obama delivered
a speech at Cairo University in Egypt calling for
“a new beginning” in relations between the Islamic
world and the United States and promoting Middle

East peace.

In December, 2009, Obama paid a state visit to
China. Apart from holding talks with Chinese leaders,
the 44th president of the United States impressed the

Chinese viewers with a lively question-and-answer

4

sites such as the Great Wall. In fact, he is the first US  yS President Barack Obama speaks at

president to visit China inside his first year in office. ~ Cairo University.

session with college students and tours to symbolic

Exercises
1. Judge whether each statement is true (T) or false (F).

1) Christopher Columbus discovered America in the year of 1492.

2) During the late 19th century, so many people were entering the United States that the
government operated a special port of entry on Ellis Island in the Harbour of New York
City.

3) “No taxation without representation” was the rallying cry of the American Civil War.

4) In the American Civil War, the southern Confederate Army was led by General Robert E.
Lee.

5) The prevailing economic dogma of the late 19th century was state interventionism.

6) President F. D. Roosevelt’s policy to fight the Great Depression was called “War on
Poverty”.

1 Al Arabiya: F4ifg TALE, T 2003 553 f, EREAMIMGESH KE G AFRIKK, £
AT AKX 7 K692 gk, 2000 51 A 268, £BEARLELRABFIETTE
1o eALE RKiF B AF A
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7) The most dramatic crisis of the Cold War was the Cuban Missile Crisis.
8) Apollo 11 landed on the moon in the year of 1969.

9) Thanks to the rapid development of the IT industry, American economy boomed

during the George W. Bush administration.

10) In the aftermath of the September 11 terrorist attack, President Bush ordered the
invasion of Iraq in 2001, and then Afghanistan in 2003.

11) Mr. Barack Obama is the first Hispanic American president ever elected in the US

history.

2. Choose the most appropriate answer to each question or statement.

1) The following figures were often considered the founding fathers of the American
Republic EXCEPT

A. George Washington B. Thomas Jefferson C. Roger Williams D. John Adams
2) The following were some of the characteristics of Puritanism EXCEPT

A. manifest destiny B. religious freedom

C. intolerant moralism D. separation of state and church

3) Which of the following is NOT related to African Americans?

A. The Emancipation Proclamation. B. The 13th Amendment.
C. The 18th Amendment. D. Civil Rights Acts.
4) The Progressive Movement’s supporters did the following EXCEPT
A. fighting corruption B. establishing the Social Security system
C. regulate public transportation D. restricting child labour

5) The 1920s was associated with the following EXCEPT

A. silent movies B. Ku Klux Klan C. Prohibition D. television
6) Which of the following did NOT take place in the Nixon administration?

A. Vietnamization. B. Cuban Missile Crisis.

C. Watergate Scandal. D. Re-establishing US relations with China.
7) Which of the following US administrations launched the first Gulf War?

A. The Clinton administration. B. The Bush (Jr.) administration.

C. The Obama administration. D. The Bush (Sr.) administration.

8) Clinton was the second US president to be impeached by the House of Representatives,

but tried in the
A. the Senate B. The Supreme Court
C. the Department of Justice D. The Federal Reserve
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3. Match the US presidents with the event that took place in his presidency.

1) Abraham Lincoln a. War on Poverty

2) Woodrow Wilson b. rapid development in IT Industry
3) Franklin D. Roosevelt c¢. Gulf War

4) John F. Kennedy d. Civil War

5) Lyndon B. Johnson e. War on Terrorism

6.) Richard Nixon f. World War I

7) George Bush (Sr.) g. Cuban Missile Crisis

8) Bill Clinton h. New Deal

9) George W. Bush (Jr.) i. Watergate Scandal

4. Explain each item in your own words.
1) Puritanism
2) the Declaration of Independence
3) Progressive Movement
4) War on Poverty
5) Watergate Scandal
6.) Barack H. Obama

5. Questions for discussion.
1) How has the status of African Americans improved in the course of American history?

2) What were the main reasons for the American Civil War? How did it help shape modern

American race relations?
3) What were the characteristics of the1920s in America?
4) What are the major controversies that plagued the second term of the Bush administration?

5) What are the characteristics of the Obama administration’s foreign policy?
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