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●Lesson1

DoesTelevisionPlayaPositive
orNegativeRoleinthe

ModernSociety?

Text
DotheAdvantagesofTelevision
OutweightheDisadvantages

┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈

┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈
?

  Televisionisnowplayingaveryimportantpartinour
life.Buttelevision,likeotherthings,hasbothadvantagesand
disadvantages.Dotheformeroutweighthelatter?

Inthefirstplace,televisionisnotonlyaconvenient
sourceofentertainment,butalsoacomparativelycheapone.
Forafamilyoffour,forexample,itismoreconvenientaswell
ascheapertositcomfortablyathome,withalmostunlimited
entertainmentavailable,thantogooutinsearchofamusement
elsewhere1.Theydonothavetopayforexpensiveseatsatthe
theatre,thecinema,ortheopera,onlytodiscover,perhaps,
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thattheshowisdisappointing2.Alltheyhavetodoispressa
button,andtheycanseeplays,films,operas,andshowsof
everykind,nottomentionpoliticaldiscussionsandthelatest
excitingfootballmatch.Somepeople,however,maintainthat
thisispreciselywherethedangerlies.Thetelevisionviewer
takesnoinitiative3.Hemakesnochoiceandexercisesnojudg-
ment.Heiscompletelypassiveandhaseverythingpresented
tohimwithoutanyeffortonhispart.

Television,itisoftensaid,keepsoneinformedaboutcur-
rentevents,allowsonetofollowthelatestdevelopmentsin
scienceandpolitics,andoffersanendlessseriesofpro-
grammeswhicharebothinstructiveandentertaining.The
mostdistantcountriesandthestrangestcustomsarebrought
rightintoone’sstitting-room.4Itcouldbearguedthatthera-
dioperformsthisservicejustaswell;butontelevisionevery-
thingismuchmoreliving,muchmorereal.Yethereagain
thereisadanger.Wegetsousedtolookingatit,so
dependentonitsflickeringpictures5,thatitbeginstodomi-
nateourlives.

Therearemanyotherargumentsforandagainsttelevi-
sion.Thepoorqualityofitsprogrammesisoftencriticized.
Butitisundoubtedlyagreatcomforttomanylonelyelderly
people.Anddoesitcorruptorinstructourchildren?Ithink
wemustrealizethattelevisioninitselfisneithergoodnorbad.
Itistheusestowhichitisputthatdetermineitsvaluetosoci-
ety.
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Ⅰ.Listen
Listentothetextwiththehelpofthefollowingnotes.
1.itismoreconvenient...insearchofamusementelse-
where:(对四口之家来说)舒服地坐在家里,有着包罗万

象的娱乐节目供选择,当然要比外出到别的地方寻找娱

乐活动更为方便,更合算了。

2.onlytodiscover...disappointing:最终发现演出是那样

令人失望。此处onlyto表示出乎意料。

3.takesnoinitiative:没有任何主动性。

4.Themostdistantcountries...intoone’ssitting-room:
最遥远的国度、最奇异的风俗民情被直接送到人们的起

居室。

5.flickeringpictures:闪烁不定的图像。

Ⅱ.Read
Readthefollowingpassages.Underlinetheimportant
viewpointswhilereading.

1.WhyWatchTelevision
┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈

┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈
?

Matthew:Televisionisundoubtedlyagreatinvention,butone
ofthemaincriticismsofitisthatpeoplejustaren’t
selectiveenough.Lesley,you’vegotatelevision;

howdoyoupickoutthesortsofprogrammesyou
wanttowatch?

Lesley: Itryandlookattheprogrammesthatareontode-
cidewhichparticularonesinterestme,ratherthan
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youturningitonatseveno’clockandyouleavingit
onuntilhalf-pastelevenwhentheprogrammesfin-
ish.

Matthew:Doyouthinkoftelevisionthoughasagreattime-
waster?

Lesley: Un...Ithinkitcanbeatime-wasteranditdepends
onhowparticularpeopleareaboutwhattheywant
tosee...Mm,itcanjustbeasortoftotalamuse-
mentforsomeoneandtotallyconsumingwithoutre-
allyconsideringwhatitisthey’rewatching.

Matthew:Aha,buthowdoyoupreventitcomingintoyour
lifeandtakingoveryoureveningsandatthesame
timeperhapsget...getoutofthetelevisionsome
ofthesortofbestthings ...bestprogrammes
that...thatundoubtedlyareontelevision?

Lesley: Well,Isupposeoneoftheproblemsis...willde-
pendonwhataperson’slifestyleis,andthatifhe
hasotheroutsideinterestswhichareequallyimpor-
tanttohimastelevision,hewillthen,youknow,

mm...bemorecarefulaboutwhichprogrammeshe
wantstowatchbecausehehastimewhichhewants
touseforotherthings.

Matthew:Doyouthinkthoughthat...thatin...inasense
televisionhaskilledpeople’sowner...sortof,cre-
ativityortheirabilitytoentertainthemselvesbe-
causeifthey’reboredalltheydoisjustturnonthe
television?

Lesley: Yes,Ithinkthatisadanger,andIthinkthat...in
factiswhatishappeningtoalotofpeoplewhouse
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itastheir...theirmain...umfieldofamusement
and ...becausethey don’thave otheroutside
interestsandevenwhenpeoplecomeroundthey’ll
leavethetelevisiononandnotbe,youknow,par-
ticularlyinterestedintalkingtothem,youknow
thetelevisionwillbethemainthingintheroom.

Matthew:Peter,haveyougotatelevision?

Peter: Ihave,infactI’vegottwotelevisions.
Matthew:Doyouwatchthemalot?

Peter: Er...noI...Iwatchveryseldomer...Infact,I
findthatIwatchtelevisionmostwhenI’m most
busy,whenI’m workinghardestandIneedsome
sortofpassivewayofrelaxing,somethingwhich
requiresnothingofme,thenIwatchtelevisiona
lot.WhenI’vegotmoreenergyleft...um...inmy
ownprivatetime,inmyfreetime,thenIfindIdo
moredifferentthings.Idothingslikeumreading,

orgoingout,orworkingonanything...myhob-
bies.

Matthew:Doyouthinkthoughthatpeoplecanliveaperfectly
happylifeiftheyhaven’tgotatelevision?

Peter: Ohyes,Ithinkpeoplewhodon’thaveatelevision
orpeoplewhodon’twatchtelevisioncanbeexpec-
tedtobemorehappy.YoucanassumeIthinkif
theyneverwatchtelevisiontheyarehappierpeople
thanthepeoplewhowatchalotoftelevision,be-
causeIthinkthattelevisiongoeswiththekindof
lifewhichleavesyouwithnothingtospare,nothing
left,youhavetobegivenpotted,passiveentertain-
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ment.
Matthew:Butinthatcaseyou...youseemasthoughyou’re

completelyagainsttelevision,isthattrue?

Peter: No,it’snot.I...Ihaveatelevisioninfact,Ihave
twoasIsaid,buterI...I...Ithinkthere’sadi-
lemma,adifficultsituation.Televisioninitselfis
verygood;a...alotoftheinformationandalotof
theprogrammesareveryinstructive,theyintroduce
youtothingsyoumayneverhavethoughtofbefore
orneverhaveheardaboutbefore.Butinwatching,

itmakesyouverypassive;yousitforhourafter
hourandyougetveryreceptiveandveryunques-
tioninganditseemstometheimportantthingin
lifeistobeactive,to...todothings,tothink
thingsandtobeascreativeaspossible,andtelevi-
sionpreventsthis.

┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈

┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈
2.ChildrenandTelevision

  Housewife:WhatdoIthinkoftelevision? Um,um,

well,um,itkeepsthefamilyathome,thekidsdon’tgooutat
nightsomuchnow,theycomestraightinfromschoolmostof
them,theyruninandstraight,wellthetelevision’sonwhen
theycomein,Iwatchitmyselfduringtheafternoon.Er,well
it’scompanyreallyand,er,well,thenthekidscomehome,

theyeattheirtea,Ihavenotroublewiththemeatingtheirtea
becausetheyjust...well,theydon’tevenlookatwhatthey
eat,theyjustsitdownand,erm,theyeatitandtheylikethe
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programmesand,anditkeepsthemquietwhileI’mcooking
theteafortheirdadwhenhecomeshomeanhourlaterandtea
isreadywhenthenewsisonwhenhecomesin,and,erand
thenewsisonorperhapsthefootballmatchorsomething,er,

theyhavetobequietthen,they’renotveryinterestedinthat
themselves,theylikethecartoonsandthingsbut,em,yeah,

well,Ithinktelevision’sgreat,er,wegetonmuchbetterin
thehousenow,um,well,we’vegotthingstotalkabout,

erm,youknow,ifImissaprogramme,er,ifI’mcookingor
somethinginthekitchen,Imissabitofwhat’sgoingon,I
meanIhavethedooropensoIcanhear,butifImissabit
thentheywilltellme,andthenperhapslaterorperhapsthe
nextdaywe’llhaveachataboutit,youknow.Itgivesus
somethingtotalkaboutreally.Um,Idon’tthinkithurtsthe
kids,Idon’tthinkit’saproblem,youknow,like,er,itstops
them,makestheireyesgofunnyorsomething,Idon’tthink
it’saproblemlikethat.Idon’tthinkit’saproblematall.
They’ve...they’velearnedalotfromtelevision,Ithink,

they’realwayspipingupwithquestionsandlearningalotfrom
thetelevision.

3.TelevisionIsDoingIrrep
┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈

┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈
arableHarm

  “Yes,butwhatdidweusetodobeforetherewastelevi-
sion?”Howoftenwehearstatementslikethis! Television
hasn’tbeenwithusallthatlong,butwearealreadybeginning
toforgetwhattheworld waslikewithoutit.Beforewe
admittedtheone-eyedmonsterintoourhomes,weneverfound
itdifficulttooccupyoursparetime.Weusedtoenjoycivilised
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pleasures.Forinstance,weusedtohavehobbies,weusedto
entertainourfriendsandbeentertainedbythem,weusedto
gooutsideforouramusementstotheatres,cinemas,restau-
rantsandsportingevents.Weevenusedtoreadbooksandlis-
tentomusicandbroadcasttalksoccasionally.Allthatbelongs
tothepast.Nowallourfreetimeisregulatedbythe‘goggle
box’.Werushhomeorgulpdownourmealstobeintimefor
thisorthatprogramme.Wehaveevengivenupsittingattable
andhavingaleisurelyeveningmeal,exchangingthenewsof
theday.Asandwichandaglassofbeerwilldo—anything,

providingitdoesn’tinterferewiththeprogramme.Themon-
sterdemandsandobtainsabsolutesilenceandattention.Ifany
memberofthefamilydarestoopenhismouthduringapro-
gramme,heisquicklysilenced.
  Wholegenerationsaregrowingupaddictedtothetelly.
Foodisleftuneaten,homeworkundoneandsleepislost.The
tellyisauniversalpacifier.Itisnowstandardpracticefor
mothertokeepthechildrenquietbyputtingthemintheliving-
roomandturningontheset.Itdoesn’tmatterthatthechil-
drenwillwatchrubbishycommercialsorspectaclesofsadism
andviolence—solongastheyarequiet.

  Thereisalimittotheamountofcreativetalentavailable
intheworld.Everyday,televisionconsumesvastquantitiesof
creativework.Thatiswhymostoftheprogrammesareso
bad:itisimpossibletokeeppacewiththedemandandmain-
tainhighstandardsaswell.Whenmillionswatchthesame
programmes,thewholeworldbecomesavillage,andsociety
isreducedtotheconditionswhichobtaininpre-literatecom-
munities.Webecomeutterlydependentonthetwomostprim-
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itivemediaofcommunication:picturesandthespokenword.
  Televisionencouragespassiveenjoyment.Webecome
contentwithsecond-handexperiences.Itissoeasytositin
ourarmchairswatchingothersworking.Littlebylittle,televi-
sioncutsusofffromtherealworld.Wegetsolazy,wechoose
tospendafinedayinsemi-darkness,gluedtooursets,rather
thangooutintotheworlditself.Televisionmaybeasplendid
mediumofcommunication,butitpreventsusfromcommuni-
catingwitheachother.Weonlybecomeawarehowtotallyir-
relevanttelevisionistoreallivingwhenwespendaholidayby
theseaorinthemountains,farawayfromcivilization.Inqui-
et,naturalsurroundings,wequicklydiscoverhowlittlewe
missthehypnotictyrannyofKingTelly.

4.TelevisionIsGoodforPeop
┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈

┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈
le

  TV maybeavitalfactorinholdingafamilytogether
wherethereare,forexample,economicproblemsandhusband
andwifeseematbreakingpoint.Thedangerousinfluenceis
surelynomorethanwhatallofusareexposedtoeveryday...
inadvertising,inthepress.
  Primaryandsecondaryeducationhaveimprovedoutofall
recognitionsincethearrivalofTVinthehomeandthisisnot
onlybecauseofprogrammesdesignedforschools.Through
TVachildcanextendhisknowledgeanditprovidesvitalfood
forhisimagination.
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┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈

┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈
5.TelevisionIstoBlame

  TVpassesontochildrenthecorruptingvaluesofacor-
ruptsociety.It’sonlyamatteroftimebeforewecangivesta-
tisticalevidenceofhowmanycriminalssocietyhasgivenbirth
toinfrontoftheTVonSaturdaynight.
  YoucanblameTVforthefactthatchildrentakelongerto
learntoreadthesedaysandbarelyseethepointanymoreof
acquiringtheskill.In myopinionwatchingTVshouldbe
strictlyconfinedto“treats”.
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Ⅲ.Consider

Doestelevisionplayapositiveornegativerolein
themodernworld?

Arg
┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈

┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈
uments

1.Televisionisnowplayingaveryimportantpartinour
lives.

2.Televisionisnotonlyaconvenientsourceofentertain-
ment,butalsoacomparativelycheapone.

3.Televisionkeepsoneinformedaboutcurrentevents,

allowsonetofollowthelatestdevelopmentsinscience
andpoliticsand offersanendlessseriesofpro-
grammeswhicharebothinstructiveandentertaining.

4.Alotoftelevisionprogrammesintroducepeopleto
thingstheyneverthoughtofbeforeandhavenever
heardofbefore.

5.Televisionserieshavedoneagreatjobinpopularizing
manyliterarymasterpieces.

6.Televisionhasbeengoodcompanytothosewhodonot
work,likehousewives,lonelyoldpeople,etc.

7.Withtelevisionpeoplearestillfreetoenjoyother
“civilizedpleasures”,orevenmore.

8.Thereisaconsiderablevarietyofprogrammesontele-
vision.Theviewerisalwaysfreetochoosewhatever
hewantstosee.



﹏﹏﹏﹏﹏﹏﹏﹏﹏﹏﹏﹏﹏﹏﹏﹏﹏●

﹏﹏﹏﹏﹏﹏﹏﹏﹏﹏﹏﹏﹏﹏﹏﹏●12   

﹏
﹏
﹏
﹏
﹏
﹏
﹏
﹏
﹏
﹏
﹏
﹏
﹏
﹏
﹏
﹏

Oral
W
orkshop

:Arg
﹏
﹏
﹏
﹏
﹏
﹏
﹏
﹏
﹏
﹏
﹏
﹏
﹏
﹏
﹏
﹏

u
ment

 

9.Televisionprovidesenormouspossibilitiesforeduca-
tion,likeschoolprogrammesviaclosed-circuittelevi-
sion.

10.TelevisionprovidesspecialbroadcastsforthoseinTV
university,oropenuniversity.Italsooffersspe-
cialisedsubjectslikelanguageteaching,sewing,cook-
ing,painting,cosmetics,etc.

11.Televisiondoesthejobofeducationinthebroadest
sense.Instructive programmesachievetheir goal
throughentertainingtheviewers.

12.Televisionprovidesanoutletforcreativetalents.
13.Peopleallaroundtheworldarenolongerdistantand
isolatedfromeachother.Themostdistantcountries
andthestrangestcustomsarebroughtrightintoone’s
sitting-room.

14.Comparedwiththeradio,everythingontelevisionis
morelifelike,vivid,andreal.

15.Televisionmaybeavitalfactorinholdingafamilyto-
getherwherethereare,forexample,economicprob-
lemsandhusbandandwifeseematbreakingpoint.

Counter-arg
┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈

┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈┈
uments

1.Televisionisagreattime-waster.
2.Peoplewhodon’twatchtelevisionarehappierthan
thosewhowatchitbecausetelevisiongoeswiththe
kindoflifewhichleavestheviewernothingtospare,

nothingleft.
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3.Televisionmakestheviewercompletelypassivebe-
causeeverythingispresentedtohimwithoutanyef-
fortonhispart.

4.Theverydangerofwatchingtelevisionliesinthefact
thattheviewertakesnoinitiative.He makesno
choiceandexercisesnojudgment.

5.Televisionpassesontochildrenthecorruptingvalues
ofacorruptsociety.

6.Televisionistoblameforthefactthatchildrentake
longertolearntoreadthesedaysandbarelyseethe
pointatallofacquiringtheskill.

7.Televisiontakesuptoomuchofourtime.Wenolon-
gerhaveenoughtimeforhobbies,entertainingactivi-
ties,andotheroutsideamusementliketheatres,cine-
mas,sports,etc.

8.Unfortunatelyallourfreetimeisnowregulatedby
television.

9.Peoplerushhome,gulptheirfood,whichisoftenas
simpleassandwichandaglassofbeer,andstart
watchingtheTVprogrammes.

10.Themonster,i.e.television,demandsabsolutesi-
lenceandattention.Noonedarestoopenhismouth
duringaprogramme.

11.Peoplehavegrownaddictedtotelevision,oftenneg-
lectingthenecessaryandmoreimportantthingslike
meals,sleepandevenwork.

12.Alotofparentsusetelevisionasapacifierfortheir
children.Theyputtheirchildreninfrontoftheset
anddon’tcarewhetherthechildrenareexposedto
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rubbishycommercialsorspectaclesofviolenceaslong
asthechildrenarequiet.

13.Mostofthetelevisionprogrammesarebadandtheydo
notkeeppacewiththehighdemandofviewersanddo
notmaintainhighquality.

14.Thewidecoverageoftelevisionprogrammeshasre-
ducedsocietytotheconditionsinpre-literatecommu-
nities:weareutterlydependentonthemostprimitive
mediaofcommunication:picturesandspokenwords.

15.Whattheviewerreceivesfromtelevisionisnothing
butsecond-handexperience.Heiscompletelycutoff
fromtherealworld.

16.Themoretheviewerwatchestelevision,thelazierhe
becomes.Heisgluedtothesetinsteadofgoingout.

17.Televisionpreventspeoplefromcommunicatingwith
eachother.Ithasdonealotofharmtotherelation-
shipbetweenfamilymembers.

Q
┈┈┈┈┈┈┈

┈┈┈┈┈┈┈
uestions

1.Doyoulikewatchingtelevision? Why(Whynot)?

2.Doyouthinktelevisionhasdonemoregoodthanharm
toitsviewersorviceversa?Explain.

3.Doyouthinkitisharmfulanddamagingforchildren
towatchalotoftelevision? Whatsuggestionsdoyou
haveonthisaspect?

4.WhatwouldyoudoifyouwereinchargeofTVpro-
grammes?
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Ⅳ.Write
Workoutanoutlineofyourownviewpoints.Theoutline
shouldconsistof majorstatementsandsupportingevi-
denceandexamples.Donotwritedowneverywordof
yourspeech.

Ⅴ.Speak
ⅰ.Speakaccordingtoyouroutline,orgivespontaneous

speecheswhenyoudisagreewithyourclassmatesor
whenyouwanttosupportyourowngroupwithsimi-
laropinions.

ⅱ.Languagedevices:Youareexpectedtoextendyoura-
bilitytoagreeordisagreewithotherpeople’sopin-
ionsandtoaskthemtoexplaintheirpointsofview.

 Icouldn’thaveputitbettermyself.     
 That’sjustwhatIwasthinking.
 There’ssomethinginthat,Isuppose.
 I’dgoalongwithyouonthat.
 Icouldn’tagreemore.

 Youarenotserious,surely.        
 Oh,comeon.
 That’salittlefar-fetched,isn’tit?

 Well,Idon’tknow.
 Well,thepointI’mtryingtomakeisthat...
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Ⅵ.Sumup
ⅰ.Thewholeclassdecideonthebestpreparedspeech

andthebestspontaneousspeech.
ⅱ.Thewholeclasspickoutthemostconvincingstate-

mentsfromtheargumentsandcounter-arguments.
ⅲ.Theteachergivescommentsonstudents’ideasand

language.




