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Warming-up exercise

Complete each of the following sentences with the correct word.

1.

He used to be wealthy and powerful; he has seen better
A. months

B. days

C. years

This job is extremely difficult and complicated. It will take him a month of
finish it.

A. Mondays

B. Sundays

C. Fridays

She is working against the to finish her homework before Sunday.

A. time
B. clock

C. hour

We are all exhausted. Let’s call it a
A. night

B. time

C. day

o4 q-¢ q-c q-1 4
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Learning

1. Put the clock back
[ fi#fE ] Act in a way that was desirable in the past but is no longer so.
FEAT A IRAS B RBRIH BRI s RS -
[ Z5f& ] Turn the clock back
[#14) ] You must give university students more freedom. Don’t try to prevent them from
falling in love before graduation. You can’t put the clock back!
RREZEE KA M A B, AEERER AR e ETRANE , AREHIE %
R—E!
2. Round the clock
[ f#F% ] All day and all night.
WUARH , HLEKE
[ f514) ] After the wedding party, Michael and I went back home and slept round the clock
because we had stayed up the whole night drinking, singing and dancing at the party.
WS WS, FAL /R 5K ME | —R—A, BUORTRATENG S 2 L& |
REC. BT,
3. Against the clock
[ ##% ] (of work) Fast, without pause.
BRI TAE, SRy AMSH.
[ 514) ] Tl have to work against the clock to finish my thesis before the holiday finishes.
Otherwise my supervisor will not be happy with me.
B AR, TR IR SEIE L, R F A ST 20 AN -
4. Go like clockwork
[ f#FE ] Go very easily, without any trouble; happen according to plan.
SRS AN, BRI FEH It T, BERIGFR) .
[ 254K ] Run like clockwork
[ #14) ] The president is very happy that all our arrangements for the project are going
like clockwork. And I am sure we can finish the project on time.
A DSZITH BT ZHE A A Z AT, SRR %, FAmfE
FATRERLIT SE X AT
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5. Callita day
[ fi#FE ] Stop doing something.
(EAIRE = e = N R TR = 2N
[ $14] ] We have been working on the project since eight o’clock this morning. Now it is
12 o’clock. I think we should call it a day. I am hungry and exhausted.
MAREE 8 fiIFRBA L — BEAEMX AT H . BlEC 24 12 57, T
FAZNCL T FBUEHEIR
6. Day after day
[ f##F% ] For along period of time (boring and possibly unpleasant).
H&E —H (45 —4F year after year ) ; KHIRIFFEE (HFERMEZ R AR
F1H )
[ 58 ] Day by day HREE “FEEMIBIANGRLE", Wik, A& L.
[ #14) ] His boss asked him to do the same boring job day after day and his salary was
very low, so eventually he was forced to look for another job.
EibAl H A — HHCE ARG TAE, T H CRARAR, PrilmZfbpion )
A

7. Day in, day out
[ ¥ ] Every day without exception.
KRR, BB
[ $14] ] Day in, day out, no matter what the weather is like, the old man walks half an hour.
VE R, XA NBERERERUE /NS, DTEBISb.
8. Evil days
[ ] Unlucky days when one suffers misfortune, loses money or power.
ANEE, ElAE, SREERSRERT.
[ $141]) ] The economy of the area failed to recover from the natural disaster and fell on
evil days.
ZHUX T ARBEM R IR ok, PN TINER .
9. Have seen better days
[ it ] © (of things) Have been in a better condition at one time but are rather old and
useless now.

Y AU, Wi HBUECERIH, S¥cA .



10.

11.

12.

13.

[ f4) ] This pair of boots have seen better days. But now I have to throw them away.
X E g 1T, BUERAHEEN .

[ % ] @ (of people) Was richer, more powerful or famous in the past.
RN G LA SRERANE (AR EE. USRI ).

[ f514) ] Not many people know him now, but he has seen better days. He used to be the

one in charge of the entertainment industry.

BUEFIEMEIAAZ T, (Efbd R . MR Rl 5N .

The good old days

[ ##F% ] An earlier time which is thought of as being happier than today.
WENEEDE; S RM=EEH T

[ f514) ] We have to queue up and wait for hours to buy a bit of bread nowadays, but bread
was very easy to get in the good old days.
BUERAE— R AL EEHEBASE_EILAS/INY, 38 RH H 71, ARE L £
FEARH Y Sy o

On the dot
[ ##% ] Promptly, punctually.
T, N, A, IER
[ 568 ] dot {8803 EmZIEE,
[ #14) ] He said he would come at six and he got here on the dot. He hates to let others

wait for him.

(AT A A VPR 1] AN 18

Keep good hours

[ f##% ] Go to bed early and get up early.
TRFF R AR SIS TR), JTHRIENAT ML

[ #14) ] When he was at kindergarten, he kept good hours. Now he is a man of 60, but he
still keeps good hours. That’s why he is so healthy.
EZ UG, ARt R ROV EINTE) . BIE 60 X7 1, A PsoRUEs FE L,
P 2 iX AfdR .

Small hours
[ ##F% ] One or two hours after midnight.
3= Y =K
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[ ] sk BRI RN,
[ /)] The wife went hysterical when she found that her husband was still drinking in

the small hours.

R RBAAEETE, ZETARfFRTR L .

14. A month of Sundays

[ fiiFE ] A long time (used to emphasize that something will definitely never happen)
often used in negative constructions.
B EEIC N TR FERAAZ LA ). ZHTEEN.

[ #14) ] He will not finish his thesis in a month of Sundays.
AR NTRES AFEIRSL T .

15. Make a night of it

[ ] Spend the night doing an activity.
TE— RGO

[%14) ] You can all come to my place. I have just finished my exams today. Let’s make a
night of it.
PRI . BA KRNI SER, IEBATIER B o

16. Against time

17.

[ f#F ] Quickly because there is not enough time.
TR A I IR, 732780
[5HH ] Against time %5 #R2/11H) work & .
[ $14) ] The students are working against time to finish their essays. They know the

consequence of a late submission.

A TEAES A SRS 63, T A A S0 4

Behind time

[ f##BE ] Late.
OISO IR Ta)nsE 5 W

[ #14)] The plane landed at the John F. Kennedy International Airport half an hour
behind time.
KA N AR e BRI o



18.

Bide one’s time

[ fi#FE ] Wait patiently for a good opportunity.
MR ST IFHL 2 BIR
[0 ] bide iy d&ifs, 4T abide, /& “AA” "M B “GELET BRI
[ 514) ] I have been biding my time for years, just waiting for a chance like this.
AR, H—HAESFXEEPLS.

In the nick of time
[ % ] Justin time.
R ORI, fEmai A, RSk B CE U T
[ f51%) ] The toast was about to burn when he turned off the electricity in the nick of time.

AL TREEEE T, 1 Sz st 1 LY

. Kill time

[ ##%% ] Do something in order to fill up time, to pass time quickly.
T E) s FEAS TR T N FeEe i, LARAT & 8]

[ 514) ] The plane was late, so they killed time by playing cards in the lounge.
KA T, A AT IR AL B AT REE BB I )

. Behind the times

[ it ] Old-fashioned; out of date.
W, Rk, KRS
[ #14) ] My old man does not approve of young men having long hair; he is rather behind

the times.

FACEAPIAF RN R, HORORT T .

. On the spur of the moment

[ f#f ] Suddenly, without thinking or previous planning.
RESFMHEIE, AR, —mmpshz F (RRMEER ).

[ ] WG —PE St o) ( SHEEP IR emET ) i1 — T mifilch SR —#9R.

[ f51%) ] He said he would go out with his girlfriend. On the spur of the moment I gave
him my car key. And now I am a bit worried, for he is only a learner driver.
fibist ZANM A A KB, —I 24k, WHE YIRS T, BUETRA Sl
i, PUOAHIRIZATR 4
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Exercise

I. Find out the meaning of each of the following sentences.

1. Her ideas are behind the times.
A. She is slow in thinking.
B. Her ideas are half-baked.
C. Her ideas are old-fashioned.
2. He keeps good hours.
A. He is always punctual.
B. He can make you happy.
C. He goes to bed early and gets up early.
3. He plays snooker round the clock.
A. He enjoys watching people play snooker.
B. He plays snooker all day and all night.
C. He plays snooker by himself.
4. Our arrangements are going like clockwork.
A. Our arrangements are going smoothly.
B. We are not making any progress with our arrangements.
C. Our arrangements are not feasible.
5. Let’s make a night of it.
A. We should finish the job tonight.
B. We should go to bed early tonight.
C. We should have a good time tonight.
6. They played cards to kill time.
A. They played cards to fill up time.
B. They refused to play cards.
C. They were interested in playing cards.
7. She is biding her time.
A. She is as busy as a bee.
B. She is waiting for her chance to come.

C. She is having a good time.



8.

10.

10.

1
2
3
4
5.
6
7
8
9

She said it on the spur of the moment.
A. She spoke without thinking carefully.
B. She was reluctant to say it.
C. She was careful when she spoke.
They often play games in the small hours.
A. They often play games in the daytime.
B. They often play games in the evening.
C. They often play games after midnight.
She will be here on the dot.
A. She will be here punctually.
B. She will be here soon.
C. She intends to be late.
Il. Match up.
. evil days [ ] function smoothly
. on the dot [ ] unlucky days
. go like clockwork [ ]late
. amonth of Sundays [ ] wait for a chance
against the clock [ ] punctually
. behind time [ ] one or two hours after midnight
. behind the times [ ] old-fashioned
. bide one’s time [ ] fast, without pause
. small hours [ ]along time; never
round the clock [ ]all day and all night
. Complete each of the following idioms according to the clue.
LAk H — round
GIRbL — against
JuPNSESYEiRpn — the
H&E—H — day
(SE=S SRR (ISRIL] — keep
V2 e s — small
SEEITAL — bide
ARk — behind

N U W




English Idioms and English Culture

9.

10

<
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10

JF s ) — kill
(KAL) BEAS — behind

Complete each of the following sentences with one suitable word.

My boss is pleased that our plan is going like

We don’t know why the coach has arrived at the stadium 20 minutes behind
He is retired now; but he has seen better

Don’t worry. I shall be there on the

He used to stay up late and watch TV in the small

She made a stupid remark on the spur of the

Let’s all go out and make a of it.

They are working against the to finish the job before 12 o’clock.
I am exhausted. Let’s it a day.

This job is extremely difficult and complicated. He won’t finish it in a month of



