


READING FOR LEARNING

Grammar Focus:

Past Simple and Past Continuous
(— R X E A X FATRY)

Task 1 Match the examples to the rules below. Pay attention to
the words in italics.
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[ 1 1 |was playing nervously on my mobile phone.

[] 2 When the first lecture began, the teacher introduced herself
and asked each of us to introduce ourselves.

[] 3 Alotof people were just staring at me as | sat down.

a One short action happens after another short action.

b A continuous action in the past is not finished or is interrupted by
a shorter action.

¢ A continuous action happens over a period of time in the past.

Task 2 Circle the correct forms to complete the passage.

I (1) left/was leaving my house at 7 o'clock to get to my college
for 8 o'clock. | got on a bus. | (2) was sitting/sat on the bus
when the driver announced that the bus had broken down. |
had planned to do my homework on the bus, but now | had
to walk and would have no time to finish it. When | (3) got/
was getting to my college, the class had already started. The
teacher (4) told me off/was telling me off (&%) for being late
and then (5) asked/was asking me to answer questions 5 to 8
of the homework. But | hadn't finished them because the bus
broke down.

After the lecture, | (6) spent/was spending the whole morning
writing a report for the next day in the classroom. My phone
(7) rang/was ringing constantly, but | ignored it. Then | rushed
to the library to meet my group members for the next day's
presentation. When | (8) came/was coming into the library
at 4 o'clock, they asked why | (9) always ignored/was always
ignoring their calls! | really need to live nearer my college!

Task 3 Complete the sentences with the correct forms of the
verbs in brackets.

1 Nicos (ring) me while | (drive) to the college.
2 | (try) to get online when the Internet (crash).
3 They (arrive) late for their first lesson.

4 | (work) on the essay this morning.

5 | (meet) lots of new people yesterday.

6 He (not, like) the subject he chose.



Opening Doors

Audio

Task 5 Look at the gaps in the poster below and write |

who, where, when or what in the brackets. Words and Expressions

orientation n. |5/ /147; NI 11ES
register v. 1/t Eid
Life-in-Halls Talk 74 = =144

mess n. [JTEL; AL
promote v. #5525
Britain’s Got Talent Z:[Zi5 A 55

pop star /7= kA
performance n. 5% /&
advertise v. 15/ & FEE
competition n. [b%
gamer n. JFE L5
champion n. %

sign up =20

Celebrate your first week at college.

Come dressed as a(n) (1)
In the (2)
From (3) to

All (4) students welcome! (

Task 6 Listen to the first radio show and complete the
gaps in Task 5.
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Task 7 Listen to the second radio show and complete the gaps.

Gaming

~ Society ~

o
-
-
.
-
—

¢ The biggest club on campus with over
(1) members.
e Playin your (2) or your (3)
¢ Sign up (4) to play.
e (5) top online games to play and a(n)

(6) for each game.

Task 8 Imagine you are organising a student party or event. You have 30
seconds to advertise it on the student radio. Work with a partner to plan the
event. Remember to include:

e what it will be?

e when to hold it?

e where to hold it?

Task 9 Take in turns reading out your radio advertisement in Task 8. Try
to make it sound fun and exciting. While you are listening to other pairs
presenting, make notes of the event. Vote on the best event at last.



I\VRAP-UP

Task 1 Complete the statements with the past simple or past continuous of
the verbs in brackets.

1 The last time my phone | in bed. (ring/sleep)

2 My parents me off when | home late. (tell/come)

3 Atthis time last week | my aunt. (visit)

4 | at home when my son'’s school results in the post. (sit/
come)

5 1 afilmon TV when it me of school. (watch/remind)

Task 2 Circle the four words below in the word search. Can you find more
words?

nervous expect course lecturer
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Task 3 Correct the sentences. Pay attention to the punctuation and capital
letters.

1 paul smith is from edinburgh but he lives in manchester

2 istarted studying french but i changed to Spanish

3 my new business course starts in march

Task 4 Write two sentences describing your feelings about college: one
sentence to describe your feelings of the first day, and one to describe your
feelings now.
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