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1. Library Tour

Step 1. Library is quite common in colleges. What types of resources and services can
you find in a library? Match the following library terms on the left with the definition
on the right.

() 1) catalog A. A periodical containing general interest articles.

() 2)database B. A magazine, newspaper, scholarly journal, or serial which
is published on a regular schedule: daily, weekly, monthly, bi-
monthly, etc.

() 3) magazine C. Words or phrases assigned to books and articles to

index these items by topic.

() 4) periodical D. A combination of letters and numbers placed on the
spine of a book to locate it in the library.

( )5)reserves E. Atool used to learn what a library owns and where it is
located.
() 6) call number F. Materials owned by an academic library which are given

a shorter loan period for a limited period of time, to provide
access to all students enrolled in a specific course. ltems
on closed reserve must be used inside the library.

() 7)subject G. An alphabetical listing of the contents of a book, journal,
headings or collection. Also, a listing of citations organized by subject.
() 8)journal H. A word or sign assigned in periodicals to the issues

published during a specific calendar year, numbered
sequentially on the spine, beginning with number one for
the first year in which the title was published.

() 9) volume number I. A periodical containing scholarly articles.

() 10) index J. A large, regularly updated store of digitized information
(citations, abstracts, full texts, images, etc.) on a particular
subject or in a specific field.

Step 2. Listen to a taped library tour and fill in the blanks with the exact words you
have just heard. )

Hello and welcome to the 1) library. This taped tour will introduce you to our
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library facilities and 2) hours.
First of all, the library’s 3) of books, reference materials, and other resources
are found on levels one to four of this building. Level one houses our 4) and map

collections. On level two, you will find our circulation desk, current periodicals and journals,
and our copy facilities. Our 5) and engineering sections can be found on level three.
You can also find back issues of periodicals and journals older than six months on this level.
Finally, group study rooms, our microfilm collection, and the 6) center are located on
level four.

Undergraduate students can check out up to five books for two weeks. Graduate students
can check out fifteen books for two months. Books can be 7) up to two times. There is
a 50-cents-a-day late 8) for overdue books up to a 9) of $15.00. Periodicals and
reference books cannot be checked out.

The library is open 10) , 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m., and on Saturdays from 9:00 a.m. to
8:30 p.m. The library is closed on Sundays.

Step 3. Work in pairs. If you are required to write a research paper on U.S. education,
how will you look for information in the library? Discuss with your partner and write
down your methods.

Step 4. Work in groups. Nowadays, many students conduct research by searching
the Internet instead of going to the library. What do you think of the two methods?
Discuss with your group about the advantages and disadvantages of them.
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2. College Majors CHOOsING A MAJOR

Step 1. How many majors are available in your
university? Read the following list of majors and check

whether you are familiar with them and tick them out.

Computer Science

Statistics

Agricultural Science

Pre-school Education

Civil Engineering

Linguistics

Hebrew

Criminal Justice

History

Philosophy

Psychology

Step 2. Listen to a conversation on college majors and fill in the following table. {2

Man Woman

Major

Grade

Worry

Word tips

e realistic (a.): actually possible
e.g. My younger brother doesn’t have realistic goals; he thinks he can get a great-paying
job right out of high school without any training.

e bad-mouth: to criticize
e.g. He always bad-mouths people behind their backs. If you have anything to say about
people, it's best to say it to their faces.

e sermon (n.): a talk with moral advice about life
e.g. The minister gave an interesting sermon at church this past week about serving
others in need.
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Question: Is it common for students to ask parents for guidance on choosing a college
major?

\  ACareer
YOU wmarc  OF Major Leads to greater

success and satisfaction
Your | Compatible work et

personality type environment

Step 3. Work in pairs. What are the most important factors in choosing a college
major? Rank the following ideas in order of preference and discuss your opinions with
a partner:

® job prestige

e ecarning potential

* opportunities for advancement

e personal interest

3. College Scholarship

Step 1. What are the basic requirements for academic scholarships in your college?
Make a list of the requirements below. Exchange your list with your partner and find out
whether there are common ones.
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Name of the scholarship

1)

2)

Requirements
3)

4)

Step 2. Listen to the conversation between a teacher and a student. Some of the
following statements are true and some of them false. Correct the false ones. {3

e The student was late for the test because the bus didn’t come that morning.
The teacher gave him a second chance to take the test.

The teacher was angry because the student lied to her.

The student missed class twice before with the same excuse of the alarm clock.
The student would lose his scholarship if he missed the class.

Word tips

e make it: to get somewhere on time
e.g. Why didn’t you make it to class the other day?

e consequence (n.): something that happens as a result of a person’s actions or choices
e.g. My roommate has to accept the consequences of his poor grades.

e shift the blame: to transfer the responsibility of a mistake or problem from one person to
another

e paint yourself into a corner: to do something to put yourself into a difficult situation

e weasel out of something: to get out of doing something

Step 3. Work in pairs. There are many steps in applying for academic scholarships.
Discuss the following steps with a partner.

Talk with a school counselor. Decide which educational institutions interest you.
Make sure you meet the scholarship requirements.

Write a resume and/or fill out a scholarship application.

Get letters of recommendation.

Write an admission essay.

Prepare for scholarship interviews.

4. Student Credit Card

What Are the Benefits of Student Credit Cards?

A student entering college can be bombarded with credit card offers
on a college campus. Student credit cards can offer convenience, give an
opportunity to build credit and to help learn responsibility. It is imperative,
however, that students also recognize the dangers of credit card debt.
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Responsibility

A student credit card can teach responsibility in spending and paying bills on time each
month. Students must learn to live within their means.

Emergencies

Emergencies happen and having a credit card for those situations can be vital. It is important
for students to distinguish between an emergency and purchasing an item that is not needed.

Build Credit

Student credit cards give young adults a way to build credit. When a student graduates from
college, having established credit will help him buy a car and rent or own a home.

Safety

Students will not need to carry cash or a checkbook with them, which can be lost or stolen.
With a credit card, students can contact the bank to report the lost or stolen card.

Warning

Many students find themselves with excessive credit card debt upon graduating. College
students need to learn about the dangers.

Step 1. Read the passage above about student credit cards and answer the following
questions.

1) What benefits can be offered by a student credit card?

2) What can be called emergencies for college students?

3) What benefits can be brought by building credit in college?

4) What can students do if they lose their credit cards?

5) What might be the possible danger brought by student credit cards?

Step 2. Listen to a lecture on the same topic and answer the following questions. §?

1) What are the advantages and disadvantages of having a credit card?

2) What is the happy medium according to the passage?

3) Search the Internet for a good credit card deal. Discuss benefits and drawbacks of each one
you find.
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athletic activities sponsored activities music activities
academic enrichment activities community service religious activities

e Experience the college life and joy. You are the pawns in the first year... You are ministers
in the second year... You become king of campus in the final year.

e | was able to tailor my classes to fit my schedule and pursue outdoor activities that helped
me develop throughout my major...

e Living on campus is supposed to prepare you for the “real world”, and the four years spent
at college will be the fastest of your life.

e You'll have a lot more responsibility for yourself, and if you handle it well, you'll have a wonderful
college experience.

SKILL BUILDING

1. How to Make Note-taking Easier

® Abbreviations. There are many standard abbreviations that can 7m W

be used while taking notes. Making use of these abbreviations

can be an effective way to save time while you are taking down Za : } )
notes. —

® Arrows and other elements. Use arrows and other elements

while taking notes, like underlining and highlighting or
headings to organize the notes and ensure that you are able to
create a focus for important points. This can help you to review
important information and to determine which information is
required. Creating your own system can be an effective way to

ensure that you are able to organize the notes.

Common symbols and abbreviations are useful for speedy note-taking:

Symbols
therefore ? question; is the statement correct?
because / or (this/that = this or that)

(to be continued)
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X

statement/answer is wrong

&/+

and or plus

a dash (often used to join ideas and replace words or punctuation marks that

have been omitted)

“ou

ditto (means the same as the words immediately above the ditto marks)

* does not equal, differs from, is the | < is equal to or smaller than
opposite of > is equal to or larger than

= is/are/have/ | > larger than < smaller than
has/equals

Abbreviations

e.g. for example 1st first

ie. that is 2nd second

etc. etcetera; and so on 3rd third

c.f./c.p. compare Q. question

N.B. note A answer

C19 nineteenth century no. number

1920s 1920-1929 p./pp. page/pages

approx. approximately poss. possible/possibly

dept department prob. probable/probably

diff.(s) difficult(y)(-ies) probs. problems

excl. excluding re- with reference to / concerning

govt. government ref. reference

imp. important/importance sts students

incl. including tho’ though

info. information thro’ through

Itd limited V. very

max. maximum sit something

min. minimum sl/o someone
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2.

10

Integrated Practice

1) Read the following passage about online learning and answer the questions.

Distance Learning Taps into Virtual Reality Technology

Online learning offers a number of benefits that face-to-face campus-based studies can’t.
People can learn at a time and place that suits them, fitting study time around work and family
commitments. Few mature students can commit to fixed campus-based lectures week in,
week out and technological advancements have enabled people to gain a respected education
through online methods.

And online learning, it seems, is just as effective as face-to-face learning. A study conducted
by the Department for Education in the U.S. found that college students studying online
performed better than those studying exclusively face-to-face. “They also found that if you
combine the two — some studying face-to-face, some online — it’s even more effective,” says
Mike Sharples, professor of educational technology at the Open University.

New technology — such as forums, online lectures and interactive study experiences —
is enhancing today’s online learning experience, and there are plenty of innovations in the

pipeline.
Word tips
e commitment (n.): the act of binding yourself (intellectually or emotionally) to a course of action
e forum (n.): a public meeting or assembly for open discussion
e interactive (a.): capable of acting on or influencing each other
e enhance (v.): to make better or more attractive
e innovation (n.): the act of starting something for the first time; the act of introducing
something new

(1) What are the benefits of online learning mentioned in the passage?

(2) What is more effective than face-to-face learning or online learning?

(3) What new technologies help to enhance online learning experience?

2) Step 1. Listen to a lecture about the same topic, and take notes of the key points. §)

Write down the key ideas that make online courses work.
(1
()
3)
“4)
(&)

Step 2. Think about possible benefits of online learning.

()
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2)
3)

3) Discuss with your partner. Which way of study do you prefer, online learning or
traditioual classroom learning?

Sample response

In my opinion, studying in a regular classroom is a better choice.

First, regular class is more effective. Students can easily concentrate on the lectures in a
regular classroom and would not be distracted by TV, telephone or other things that those who
study at home may encounter.

Secondly, regular class is more interesting. Students can make friends with other students if
they attend regular class. But they can only play with machines if they enroll in a long-distance
class.

Moreover, some classes like swimming class can only be taught face-to-face. I can hardly
imagine that someone can learn how to swim by attending a long-distance class.

All in all, attending regular class is more attractive to me.

Your response

m ASSIGNMENT

Take a Poll
Below are some reasons for choosing to live on campus. Look for 10 students who are
living on campus and ask them to choose 5 that are most important for them. Then make a

presentation about the most important determining factors in choosing to live on campus.

e accessibility to school (walk to class, saving time and money on the way)
e rich social life (roommates and different student associations)

e less daily expenses (away from rents, facility bills etc.)

more resources available (library, canteen, sports field)

relatively safer with security staff

(to be continued)

11
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12

(continued)

e more chances to attend lectures and other academic activities
e convenient when meeting professors in their offices

e meet more diverse people

exposed to a wider range of ideas and cultures

develop greater artistic interests

develop strong interpersonal skills

finish college in less time




